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CAPS
lazarus mungure 
Chairpersons 
Message

2021 marks the 40th anniversary of the 
start of the AIDS pandemic. In 2016 the 
UNAIDS set ambitious targets to 
eradicate AIDS  by the year 2020. There 
has been progress towards 90% of PLWH 
knowing their status; 90% receiving 
treatment and 90% achieving viral 

suppression, which in turn means that 
HIV cannot be passed on. But according 
to UNAIDS data in 2019, 81% of PLWH 
knew their HIV status, 67% were on 
antiretroviral therapy and of these, just 
59% had suppressed viral loads. 
The targets have been missed. To meet 
them will require a coordinated 
international effort and renewed political 
commitment. CAPS supports PLWH in 
this country and often that includes 
advocating for our members to stay in 
the UK where HIV treatment is assured, 
rather than being deported to places 
where treatment may be more diffi cult 
or practically impossible to access. 

Another ‘target’, namely the reduction 
in HIV stigma is something that CAPS 
can do something about. The support 
our members provide for each other, 
reduces the internalised stigma that can 
be so disabling after diagnosis. It can 

take months or years to overcome, and 
adjusting to one’s HIV status cannot be 
achieved without a community of 
support who understand what a person 
is experiencing. 

The fi rst effect of Stigma is to render a 
person silent, afraid that to speak invites 
the judgment of others. That is why we 
serve each other fi rst, by simply listening 
and understanding the fears and 
anxieties that a person has, and sharing 
strategies to overcome them. If one is 
unable to speak about feelings, or the 
impact HIV has on one’s sense of self, or 
relationships with others, even with God, 
then the power of stigma-internalised 
persists and wounds. Faith is central in 
the lives of many of our members. 

Whilst one can always pray alone, faith 
cannot be practiced in isolation. In 
various ways, always individually 

experienced, HIV stigma assaults the 
dignity of a person. Within CAPS we do 
what we can to restore the damage done 
to the dignity of PLWH, those with faith 
and those without, in a community of 
acceptance, love and support. 

I also want to thank Joyce Lyamuya and 
Michael O’Halloran who have resigned 
after many years of service as CAPS’ 
Trustees. Upon their dedicated service 
for others the foundations of CAPS’ 
ministry have been surely laid. ‘Holy 
brothers and sisters, who share in the 
heavenly calling, fi x your thoughts on 
Jesus…For every house is built by 
someone, but God is the builder of 
everything….And we are his house….’ 
(Heb. 3)

Catholics for AIDS
Prevention & Support
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abigail chakanyuka 
Welcome  
Message

My name is Abigail Chakanyuka.  I started 
working for CAPS on the 1st of February 
2021 as a Pastoral Support Worker.  This 
is a new full-time post in the organisation. 

My job involves supporting, caring, 
encouraging, advocating, listening and 
signposting members of the organisation.  
I have also undertaken training to stay 
up-to-date with the latest developments 
in the sector and I have begun a BACP 
accredited Counselling course in order 
to develop my skills. I also attend 
meetings, conferences, seminars and 
retreats with relevant partner agencies. 
I facilitate our peer support groups and 
this year, to make up for some of the 
challenges of Covid I organised other 
new activities, such as, picnics & shared 
walks which also reduce isolation, 

improve health and build a sense of 
community. 

My main responsibilities are:

• To offer Pastoral Support for PLWH 
through our peer support groups.

• To offer Pastoral Support for 
individual members.

• To liaise with partner agencies

• To participate in CAPS national 
pastoral ministry.

• To educate and raise awareness 
within Christian Communities.

I like my job.  I enjoy what I do.  Helping 
people is second nature to me. Before 
this appointment, I volunteered for CAPS. 
That we keep people at the heart and 
centre of all that we do is something I 
cherish about CAPS. Sometimes I can 
help others in very practical ways. This 
year I have helped one woman move into 
her new home after many months of 
advocacy on her behalf and with her. I 
have accompanied others to clinical 
appointments and supported families 
who have lost loved ones. 

Very often, just being able to be there for 
someone when they need someone to 
listen to them, is a rare gift and privilege. 
I am truly blessed and grateful to be able 
to dedicate all of my time to this special 
ministry.  



6 7

tyrone allee
Good News, Faith  
& Empowerment 
“I saw the signs on their chests and I was 
astounded!” I was at the Gay Pride 
March in central London 8 years ago. 
There were hundreds of organisations 
& thousands of people marching. But 
these particular symbols and words 
demanded my attention. Across their 
shirts a small group of men displayed 
the words ‘Positive Catholics’ and the 
symbols of the Red Ribbon draped 
across a black Cross. 

That’s how this chapter in my life began 
in new ways. I was very curious because 
I knew the Catholic stance on ‘the gay 
issue’, so I had to go and find out who 
these people were. I left the Catholic 
Church when I was around 16yrs old, and 
I vowed never to return. I wasn’t angry, it 
just didn’t resonate with me. I  was 
intensely curious. I asked them, who are 
you? And they told me that they 
represented CAPS’ Positive Catholics peer 
support community - Christians living 
with HIV who supported each other and 
spent time playing and praying together, 
and yes, there were Gay people too in 
this group. I liked the man I spent a few 
hours with that afternoon, talking and 
listening to each other. 

He invited me to an upcoming Positive 
Catholics meeting, at the old, run-down 
Hall belonging to the parish of  
St. Marys in Clapham. 

A few days later I felt excited as I 
approached the door. I received a 
genuine warm welcome into this new 
group. Nothing pushy, just accepting.  
I  liked the laid-back atmosphere. 
We  sat  in a circle and after the 
opening remarks, we read the Gospel 
together, and shared a few reflections 
on it. Then we prayed for ourselves, the 

world and others. I remember expecting 
to see a room full of gay men, but this 
group was very mixed, roughly half men 
and half women, black and white, gay 
and heterosexual. 

People shared their experiences of living 
with HIV during the 45 minutes that 
followed. Some had difficult, painful 
things to share about their health, 
relationships  or work. Some told how 
they hadn’t enough money to make ends 
meet or were waiting for their 
immigration status to be settled. Others 
spoke about their faith and how this was 
challenging them, or how faith had 
helped them to live their lives well and 
fully. There was an open, vulnerable 
quality within the group. What struck me 
was that each person was listened to. Not 
interrupted. Not given advice, just listened 
to and that seemed healing in a way. 

After those who needed to speak had 
been heard and understood, we shared 
a meal together, and relaxed into the 
company of friends. Within a month I 
was attending the Positive Catholics 
Summer Retreat at Douai Abbey, which 
was a bit like one long extended peer 
support meeting. More sharing, more 
laughter, more playing and praying 
together. Supporting each other, 
learning together. I have attended the 
monthly Positive Catholics groups ever 
since, hardly missing a meeting. People 

are friendly and kind. Loving-kindness 
in action is what I witness, and that’s not 
something found in every HIV peer 
support organisation or every church. 
After a while, I was invited to actually lead 
a meeting, which was daunting at first. 
But with support and encouragement I 
learned to how to facilitate the meetings 
myself. With other members, I welcome 
new people, as I was once welcomed, 
into this fragile Christian community.

I won’t say that I’ve returned to Church, 
I haven’t. But whenever I am with these 
sisters and brothers of ours living with 
HIV, I feel at home, in the presence of 
God, and that is what church means to 
me. I have come a long way, and grown 
in confidence regarding my HIV status. 
I am less afraid. I have rediscovered the 
Good News, the Gospel sustains me. I am 
just very comfortable to call myself a 
Catholic man.   

CAPS Trustee Tyrone Allee
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Thoughts on the life 
and message of 
Black liberation 
theologian James 
Cone (1938-2018) 
By Thomas Esborne  
Community of the Passion 
 

James Cone lived the intense racial 
segregation of 1940s and 50s America. 
What he witnessed stirred within him ‘a 
radical Spiritual conversion’ in 1969. 
Christianity was seen as the white 
person’s religion. But he wanted to shout 
out ‘No! The Christian Gospel is not the 
white person’s religion. It is a religion of 
liberation…God created all people to be 
free.’ Cone realised that for Black people 
to be free, they must first love their 
blackness.

His book, Black History and Black Power 
(1969) was a direct challenge to what he 
saw as a White Theological paradigm. 
From Cone’s point of view ‘God’s radical 
identification with Black people in the 
USA, is the same with the oppressed and 
vulnerable in any Society’ including here 
in the United Kingdom today. 

At New York’s Union Theological 
Seminary (UTS) he taught for 50 years. 

GOD 
TAKES THE 

SIDE OF 
THE POOR. 

NEVER 
FORGET 

THAT! 

Cone’s Black Liberation Theology ignited 
conversations across Theological and 
Cultural boundaries.  

He drew inspiration from Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jnr and Malcolm X.:  ‘King 
gave Black Theology a Christian identity; 
Malcolm X gave Black Theology its Black 
identity….Black Theology is Black Identity; 
it is an understanding of the Gospel 
which sees justice for the poor at the very 
heart of what being a Christian is all about 
and the very heart of what God is doing 
in this world.’ Black Americans were not 
made for exploitation or slavery but rather 
‘for freedom that all followers of Christ 
should strive toward’. 

According to UTS President Serene Jones, 
Cone’s lectures were challenging. 
Students routinely walked out of his class: 
‘in tears…inspired…troubled’ but always 
‘deeply touched by his kindness and 
fierceness’. 

UTS Professor Claudio Carvalhaes regards 
Cone as ‘the most important theologian 
in the history of the United States’ who 
reminds us constantly not to forget the 
poor. God takes sides and God is always 
with the poor and the weak in society. 
As he puts it: ‘for Theology to be worthy 
of its existence…to be actually theology, 
it has to speak with…the poor, those 
economically and racially marginalised 
in society.’ 

Cone in the USA, Alves from Brazil (A 
Theology of Human Hope published 1969) 
and  Gutierrez from Peru (Towards a 
Theology of Liberation 1977) bore witness 
to the oppression of peoples. From their 
experiences of systematic suffering these 
‘fathers’ of Liberation Theology shook-up 
the world of theology. 

All three wrote from dangerous terrain. 
Cone within the context of the systemic 
and civil structures of racism, grounded 
in slavery, segregation and the destitution 
of Black people in the USA. He forged his 
way literally out of no way, up against the 
mainstream of a vicious white supremacy 
that could never consider a Black person 
a fully-fledged theologian.  

He crafted the Good News from elements 
in Black culture – whether Black Panthers, 
Black Power, the Spirituals or the Blues 
– and found his own voice, ‘to speak on 
behalf of voiceless Black masses in the 
name of Jesus, whose Gospel…had been 
greatly distorted by the preaching 
theology of the white churches.’  This, 
from his memoir, I wasn’t Gonna Tell 
Nobody: The Making of a Black 
Theologian published posthumously. 

Leaving the final words to Rev Dr James 
Cone, theologian and proclaimer of 
liberation: ‘I couldn’t keep It to myself, 
what The Lord  has done for me.’
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Dr John falcone  
Hidden Mercy: AIDS, 
Catholics, and the 
Untold Stories of 
Compassion 
in the Face of Fear  
Michael O’Loughlin. Broadleaf, $28.99 
(320p) ISBN 978-1-5064-6770-2

In this book, Michael O’Loughlin uses the 
stories of Catholic activists and caregivers 
to explore the AIDS crisis in the US in the 
1980’s and 1990’s. O’Loughlin is a reporter 
and associate editor at the Jesuit 
magazine, America. He has also produced 
the 7-part podcast ‘Plague: Untold Stories 
of AIDS and the Catholic Church,’ where 
you can hear many of the people profi led 
in Hidden Mercy (as well as others) speak 
in their own words about AIDS then and 
now. 

As O’Loughlin weaves together personal 
stories, and the history and politics of the 
AIDS crisis, we learn about the struggles, 
the organizing work, and the spiritual 
breakthroughs of nuns, priests, and lay 
activists (some of them PLWH and some 
of them not). We meet courageous 
women religious who learned how to do 
HIV ministry by diving headfi rst into the 
gay male subculture. We meet a pastor 

who revived his dying parish by bringing 
together the neighbourhood’s aging 
‘greys’ and its young, active ‘gays.’ But 
most of all we meet young gay men: 
coming out; f inding community; 
mustering the courage to minister to 
their friends and their lovers. We listen 
in as these different players fi nd their 
spiritual callings in the face of HIV.  

In a way, the book offers us thoughtful 
hagiography: a real-life ‘lives of the saints’ 
that refl ects all the grit, mess, and 
courage of PLWH and of those who 

worked with them and loved them.
Part of what makes Hidden Mercy so 
compelling – and tricky – is that 
O’Loughlin uses the book to explore his 
own thoughts and struggles; in his case, 
the struggle to be openly gay and a 
practicing Catholic. We see how he 
himself and his interview subjects have 
wrestled with stigma and prejudice; how 
winding paths have led to uneasy truces 
with a Church that can do so much good, 
but often does harm. 

We gain inspiration, and understand our 
own struggles more clearly, with the help 
of what O’Loughlin has handed on. But 
there is in this book also a danger of 
thinking only of HIV/AIDS as an historic 
event. We might valorize past heroes, 
even gain new insights, but remain blind 
to PLWH in our midst. The HIV pandemic 
continues. Many PLWH still struggle 
under the weight of HIV stigma, with 
racial prejudice and homophobia, sexism, 
prejudices, poverty and isolation. The 
stories in Hidden Mercy also pose the 
question: what have we still to learn?

For church leaders, truly honouring the 
gift of these stories will mean making 
space for PLWH in the councils of power 
(including the ‘synodal’ processes 
currently underway across Roman 
Catholicism). For all of us, it will mean 
heading deeper into relationships with 
PLWH and with other marginalized folks. 
Whether we do this by listening to 
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podcasts, or by reading, or by asking 
questions and spending time together, 
the goal will be to understand each other 
better and to better connect. 

Ultimately, honouring these stories will 
mean building real-life communities like 
the CAPS’ ‘Positive Faith’ community, 
where families, lovers, strangers, and 
friends can practice faith and face our 
crises together.

In a way, 
the book off ers 
us thoughtful 
hagiography: 
a real-life ‘lives of 
the saints’ that 
refl ects all the 
grit, mess, and 
courage of 
PLWH and of 
those who 
worked with 
them and 
loved them.
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HIV & Christianity  THT Training Provided 

CAPS designed and created a new ‘pilot’ training course for HIV sector workers on 
HIV & Christianity. Day 1 ‘Understanding & Awareness of Christian Faith groups’ was 
delivered online in June for 16 THT staff. Due to very positive feedback Day 2 ‘Outreach 
& Meaningful Engagement with Christian Communities ’ was delivered in September.

Participant feedback quotes:    

Great trainers, highly engaging and 
giving insightful feedback to all 
delegates. The training helped to 
build confidence in approaching 
faith groups in working together to 
support people living/ affected with 
HIV including tackling the stigma.

This has opened my eyes to the role 
of the church in the community. 
Conversations need to be started 
with the church leaders in addressing 
HIV and AIDS issues.

Need to properly ‘research’ the 
particular church both ‘formally’ & 
informally. Not to presume anything 
and start with something achievable. 
Starting with something simple and 
not-threatening for example leaflets 
available in the church is a useful 
start and may build trust opening 
possibility of future events e.g. 
around world AIDS Day. Also try to 
identify & engage someone in church 
who cares about these issues who 
can be involved in planning etc...

How all of the churches are different, 
including name terminology and 
structure. Powerful videos and 
positive voices are a powerful way in. 
Excellent presentors and very 
knowledgable.

LEARNING: 
My understanding of the issues  
has increased

I understand more about attitudes & 
beliefs about HIV, sexual health and 
relationships in christian 
faith communities

A lot

A little

I have learned 
nothing new

Strongly agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly disagree

16 Responses

16 Responses
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CAPS Peer Support Group Members  
Feedback Survey 

I feel better about myself after attending CAPS/Positive Catholics or SWLF meetings

Do you feel your presence or contribution in the meetings has helped someone else?

I have made friends in the group

If you have a faith, does attending meetings strenghen your relationship with your faith?

I feel less lonely after attending most meetings

I have learned more about living with HIV because of this group

I feel more confident talking to health care professionals through attending meetings

Have you previously or do you currently volunteer in any way for CAPS?

Has membership of the group helped you tell someone else about your HIV status?

I am able to better manage other relationships because of attending these meetings

The meetings help me with mental health worries or concerns

The meetings help me with physical health worries or concerns

Coming to this group helps me stick to my medication

Do you like online meetings?

Yes - a lot (78.2%) Yes - a little (19%)

Yes (65%)

Yes (84.2%)

No (35%)

No (15.8%)

No (9.5%)Yes - a lot (61.9%) Yes - a little (28.6%)

Yes - a lot (66.7%) Yes - a little (33.3%)

Yes - a lot (57.1%)

Yes - a lot (57.1%)

Yes (47.4%)

Yes - a litlle (28.6%)

Yes - a little (23.8%)

Depends (47.4%)

No (14.3%)

No (13%)

No (10.5%)

Yes - a lot (95.2%)

Yes - a lot (70%)

Yes - a lot (90.5%)

Yes - a lot (60%)

Yes - a lot (80%)

Yes - a little (25%)

Yes - a little (15%)

No (15%)

Yes (85.7%) No (14.3%)

Yes - a little (30%)

Yes - a little (9.5%)

I appreciate the meal we share each week

Yes - a lot (78.9%) Yes - a little (21.1%)

14 15
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vincent manning
CAPS Covid briefi ng 
to address vaccine 
hesitancy amongst 
PLWH 
“I won’t have the covid vaccine, my wife 
and I want a baby in the future, and I 
heard it damages your sperm count.”  
Young refugee man living with HIV    

I admit to having very little patience with 
people who complain that to wear a face-
mask infringes their civil liberties. I am 
embarrassed by those whose main concern 
in a pandemic is to voice outrage that their 
churches remain closed. 

However, I understand why Black 
Africans & immigrants in our society may 
be sceptical about the governments’ 
intentions. After all, Black people in Africa 
and the USA have been the subjects of 
unethical experimentation in the past. 
Often the concerns are based on a long 
history of ill-treatment and targeted 
abuse at the hands of colonial authorities, 
government bodies, and pharma 
companies, both in Africa and its global 
diaspora. 

When marginalised groups in society are 
treated with hostility, as immigrants and 

refugees in particular are presently, or 
where institutional racism exists and is 
denied by those in power, why should 
we expect trust to exist? Pre-Covid 
research showed that Vaccine hesitancy 
is probably an issue in patients living with 
a chronic infection like HIV. Delivering 
targeted information by HIV-specialists 
concerning vaccinations is probably a 
good way to increase vaccine coverage 
in PLWH.

For these reasons CAPS held a Covid 
Vaccination briefi ng webinar in February 
2021 during which PLWH raised any 
questions that they had. Some groups 
in society have understandable reasons 
to be mistrusting. In this era of 

WHEN 
MARGINALISED 

GROUPS IN 
SOCIETY ARE 

TREATED WITH 
HOSTILITY,  AS 

IMMIGRANTS AND 
REFUGEES IN 

PARTICULAR ARE 
PRESENTLY, 
OR WHERE 

INSTITUTIONAL 
RACISM EXISTS 

AND IS DENIED BY 
THOSE IN POWER, 
WHY SHOULD WE 

EXPECT TRUST 
TO EXIST?

‘fake-news’ raising concerns with others 
who are both well informed and trusted 
enables a process of informed decision 
making to take place. Of 40 people 
attending feedback indicates that 
knowledge was improved, and several 
formerly hesitant PLWH told us that 
they were suffi ciently reassured and 
would access the covid vaccine. 

Events like this demonstrate the value 
to wider society of organisations that are 
embedded within and trusted by the 
communities they serve. Some of the 
discussion from CAPS covid Briefi ng can 
be accessed at: https://caps-uk.org 
covid19-vaccination-questions-
answered/
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Peer Support Groups Continue & 
Actual Groups Meetings Restart

In addition to our first ever Virtual World 
AIDS Day Service (see p20) CAPS 
convened 24 Virtual Peer Support 
Meetings attended by 75 individuals 
through the year. Although Virtual 
meetings lack the important element of 
sharing food together and cannot replace 
the value of actual physical encounter, 
these meetings did allow the 
participation of members from all across 
the country, and internationally who 
would not ordinarily attend meetings in 
London or Manchester. 

“It was so good to see 
everyone again.  Thanks so 
much for a brilliant day out!”

As soon as Covid restrictions allowed 
we gathered together in the summer 
for walks, picnics and an enjoyable day 
out at Hampton Court. These ‘out-door’ 
activities will continue as additional 
activities which reduce isolation and 
improve both physical and mental 
health. 

A time to reflect on living with HIV 
during the Covid pandemic.  
CAPS Mini-Retreat – from Lament 
to Praise – May 2021 – At the core of 
faith is Hope!

A group of CAPS volunteers & members 
led by the careful guidance of Rev Dr Evie 
Vernon O’Brien met for several weeks to 
plan and deliver CAPS first ever virtual 
‘Mini-online-Retreat’ for PLWH. ‘From 
Lament to Praise’ hosted by Abigail 
Chakanyuka led retreatants through 
times of prayer, reflection, music and 
small group sharing. 

The ‘Positive Faith’ videos helped us to 
reflect on our experience together. Vincent 
Manning gave a short reflection on ‘HIV 
as a Gethsemane Experience’ and 
retreatants were invited to write their own 
‘Letter to God’. Rev. Jide Macaulay led us 
in worship, Cate Jacobs gave a reflection 
on ‘Lament’. In the second part of the 
retreat CAPS Trustee John Thornhill 
helped us to move from lament to praise 
and Rev Dr Canon Gideon Byamugisha, 
joining us from Uganda, offered a 
reflection on ‘Praise’. “Although it has been 
a difficult year, hope is at the core of what 
we do” said John. “Our faith does not end 
with crucifixion but is grounded in the 
hope of resurrection. Hope feeds hope 
and leads us to thanksgiving and praise”.

Mourning those who have died  

During the year the CAPS community 
has mourned the loss of several of our 
members and friends. Amongst these is 
Fr John Kearns CP who died somewhat 
unexpectedly after a short period of 
illness, aged 56yrs in April 2021. 

Fr John was a great friend and supporter 
of CAPS. He was our Patron and also 
attended the Douai 2019 Summer Retreat 
as our Chaplain for the first time. He said 
he would come again in 2020 but due to 
Covid the retreat did not take place. 

Prior to his diagnosis and knowing that 
Fr John was preparing for a Sabbatical 
year following the end of his period as 
Passionist Provincial, CAPS Director 
Vincent Manning contacted him in 
January 2021 to ask if he was still willing 
to accompany us later that year as 
Chaplain if the Douai Retreat went ahead. 
“Please do not feel obliged” Vincent said 
“You deserve a rest”. John’s reply was 
swift and unhesitant: “Oh yes, it’s in my 
diary. I’m looking forward to it. I enjoyed 
my first retreat with you, it left a lasting 
impression on me.” Fr John left a lasting 
impression on us. 

May he rest now in eternal peace and 
intercede for us all from his place in 
Heaven. 

News     
PositiveFaith News

A CAPS/Positive Faith day-out

John Kearns CP
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Memorial Service for CAPS Volunteer 

One of our most faithful and popular 
volunteers ‘Ma Ruby’ died from covid in 
January 2021. She was a constant support 
to so many of CAPS’ members, always 
on hand with food for all and gentle 
words of encouragement. She will be 
greatly missed. 

To assist her family CAPS facilitated an 
online Virtual memorial service which 
was held in February 2021. Her children 
and grandchildren, siblings and friends 
from the UK were joined by relations and 
friends from Africa. In total about 50 
people participated. The service ran for 
1hr, but at the close, it was clear that those 
present wanted time to speak together. 
A further hour was spent in sharing 
memories and exchanging stories. Of 
particular note, was the encouragement 
that the men present gave to each other. 
They spoke about the importance of 
family ties, and how important it was to 
have the opportunity to grieve together.

CAPS has continued to support her family 
as they mourn the loss of this wonderful 
woman, mother, grandmother & friend.        

We pray in our meetings for each 
member of our community who has died 
this year. May they rest in peace. 
May their families be comforted and 
strengthened. 

www.positivefaith.org.uk/events/worldaidsday

40 Years of the HIV 
Pandemic: Struggle, 
Learning and Hope.
‘Do not go about with your eyes raised above
When the Lord lives here amongst us’ ~ John Sherrington CP

With contributions from Dr John Falcone,  Michael J. 
O'Loughlin, author of Hidden Mercy: AIDS, Catholics, 
and the Untold Stories of Compassion, Rev Dr Evie 
Vernon-O’Brien, Abigail Chakanyuka, Dr Vincent 
Manning, & other guests. All are welcome. 

Join us
Online (Zoom)
Saturday 4th December
17.00 (GMT)

Catholics for AIDS
Prevention & Support

In partnership with
& sponsored by:

A Service to mark World AIDS Day:

Virtual Service for World AIDS Day: 

57 people registered for CAPS fi rst virtual 
service for World AIDS Day. Called to 
Solidarity was held on December 5th 
attracting people from the UK, the USA, 
India and Europe. Participant feedback 
indicates that 100% of those attending 
found the service both enjoyable & a 
source of encouragement. 60% said that 
attendance had increased their 
knowledge of HIV. Much of ‘called to 
Solidarity’ can be viewed at 
https://caps-uk.org/wad/    

Preparing Food to Share

“A  great mix 
of prayer, music 
and personal 
sharing.” 

“Nothing 
too long or 
overbearing. 
Very Positive!” 

“Excellent.  
Very open & 
welcoming”

“Each speaker 
was good. 
Personal 
sharing was 
the best”  

Catholics for AIDS
Prevention & Support

In partnership with
& sponsored by: Cathol

Preven
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Supporting Members in Hardship 
Practically

CAPS has continued to issue a number 
of small hardship grants this year 
benefitting 20 people in serious hardship. 
One man was helped to rid his flat of a 
bed-bug infestation and assisted to 
purchase a new bed, mattress and linen. 
Two families received financial support 
with the costs of repatriation of the 
bodies of those who have died. One 
woman was assisted to move from her 
temporary accommodation into a 
permanent home after two years of help 
from CAPS worker Abigail Chakanyuka. 
A family was supported and character 
references provided in regard to a young 
family member in trouble with the Courts. 
A man was assisted to purchase a 
washing machine and a woman was 
helped with the costs of a fridge.

CAPS contributes to the Common 
Good in Civil society - Planning for 
HIV Services in London – Fast 
Track Cities

CAPS Director Vincent Manning attended 
twice monthly meetings running from 
2020-2021 of the Community Advisory 
Group (CAG) as part of the London Fast 

Track Cities Initiative. HIV is a significant 
and evolving health concern for London 
and Londoners. Almost 40% of all those 
accessing care for HIV in the UK do so in 
the capital. In collaboration with NHS 
providers, local authority commissioners 
and other stake-holders, the CAG was 
formed to ensure that PLWH were at the 
heart of this process. 

Dr Manning remarked: “the collaborative 
process was an excellent example of 
applying the principle of the Meaningful 
Involvement of PLWH in decision making 
about services provision. The CAG was 
well facilitated by the Fast Track Cities 
team and very ably chaired by Mel Rattue.” 

As the health and care system in London 
embarks on major change with the 
formation of Integrated Care Systems 

CAPS Board members were able 
to gather for a socially distanced 

planning meeting at Doaui Abbey 
in August. 

(ICSs), the final report sets out key 
priorities that aim to support them in 
delivering the best HIV-related outcomes 
for people, populations, and places across 
London. The Final report Evolving the 
Care of People Living with HIV in London 
is accessible at: 
https://fasttrackcities.london/wp-content/
uploads/2021/10/Evolving-HIV-care-in-
London-FINAL.pdf

CAPS writes to Archbishop of 
Canterbury & the Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards Agency 
(CSSA) after tragic suicide of 
Priest with HIV

The tragic suicide of Fr. Alan Howard 
Foster Griff in has been covered 
extensively in the Church and mainstream 
press. https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
article-9798493/Church-England-
condemned-Father-Alan-Griffin-suicide-
false-accusation-child-abuse.html  & 
https: //www.churchtimes.co.uk/
a r t i c l e s / 2 0 2 1 / 2 3 - j u l y/n e w s /u k /
church-s-safeguarding-blunders-could-
cause-more-deaths-coroner-warns  

Senior Coroner for North London Mary 
Hassell has written a lengthy criticism of 
the way in which both the Anglican and 
Catholic Church authorities handled an 
investigation into the Priest and issued 
a ‘Regulation 28: Prevention of Future 
Deaths report’ which legally obliges the 

Church leaders to respond. https://www.
judiciary.uk/publications/alan-griffin/ 

CAPS Director Dr Vincent Manning has 
written formally to both the Archbishop 
of Canterbury & the CSSA as they 
prepared their responses, raising 
questions about HIV as a significant 
factor in this case. “The initial and longer-
term impact of… HIV diagnosis should 
not be underestimated” he wrote. In the 
letter(s) Dr Manning provided research 
data about how an HIV diagnosis can 
affect a person and the heightened risk 
of suicide amongst PLWH.  

“It is highly probable that Fr Griffin’s 
diagnosis was a factor in his death. His 
(previous) suicide attempt post-diagnosis 
is not unusual, and indicates a level of 
distress and shock that accompanies 
diagnosis, with which we are familiar.”  

Any person with religious faith needs 
faith-sensitive pastoral support to 
successfully navigate the challenges of 
an HIV diagnosis, without which they 
“may remain in a state of psychological 
and spiritual distress for decades” said 
Dr Manning. As the churches prepared 
their responses to the coroner, he asked 
that they consider “whether or not there 
is adequate pastoral care and support, 
particularly for clergy, where HIV 
diagnosis is a factor” and to reflect upon 
the extent to which “HIV stigma or 

News     
CAPS News
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ignorance (was) a factor in the way in 
which this case was (mis) handled?” The 
letters were copied to the Coroner. 

CAPS received appreciative replies from 
both churches and the Church of 
England requested permission for Dr 
Manning’s letter to be shared with the 
General Synod approved working group 
tasked with improving the pastoral care 
of clergy, as they considered it would 
“assist them in the specific area of 
considering clergy wellbeing and HIV”. 

Researching needs of PLWH in 
rural England & the needs of  
Gay men

CAPS is a member led charity with an 
authentic beneficiary voice. Two 
members in the Cambridgeshire area 
have requested support to start a new 
faith-based peer support community in 
their area in 2022. 

We have also conducted recent 
‘customer’ research to identify whether 
and how we might meet the needs of 
Gay Christian men living with HIV who 
are under-represented in CAPS. 

CAPS & Passionist Partners  

CAPS was represented at the ‘Passionist 
Partners Gathering’ at Minsteracres in 
September. Just under a third of 
delegates are CAPS volunteers. 

We hope to continue in partnership 
with the Congregation of the Passion 
and other partners so that together we 
‘keep alive the memory of the Passion 
of Christ’ in the world today.

Lived Catholicism:  
New Questions and Untold Stories 
(Durham University) 

CAPS director Dr Vincent Manning 
presented a short paper at the first ever 
‘Lived Catholicism’ virtual Conference 
in November 2020. Entitled A Catholic 
voice for people living with HIV: 'Positive 
Faith' as pastoral outreach & practical 
theological pedagogy, Dr Manning 
presented CAPS’  ‘Positive Faith' (PF) 
series of short films which together 
provide a catechetical and pastoral 
resource at the intersection of theology 

Making Faith Sense of HIV 
(Limerick University) 

With the collaboration and participation 
of CAPS volunteer Tyrone Allee (see 
article p6-7) & CAPS Pastoral Worker 
Abigail Chakanyuka, Dr Manning made 
a presentation as part of the  ‘Irish 
Institute for Catholic Studies Online 
Lecture Series’ (IICS) at Mary Immaculate 
College - Limerick University, on 
November 10th 2021. 

Entitled MAKING FAITH SENSE OF HIV: 
An introduction, participants considered 
HIV in the context of Christian Faith in 
Britain and Ireland. Dr Manning described 
CAPS’ origins as a pastoral ministry and 
explained how, in the absence of 
adequate pastoral care from the 
institutional church(es) it was necessary 
that Christian PLWH began to meet each 
other’s pastoral and spiritual needs in a 
community of peer support. The session 
ended with a lively and stimulating 
discussion. Making Faith sense of HIV will 
soon be available on the  
www.positivefaith.org.uk blog.

& HIV. Using selected clips from the PF 
videos Dr Manning emphasised that PF 
was “created by people living with and 
directly affected by HIV. As a theological 
resource it makes a distinctive 
contribution to Public Health precisely 
because it comes ‘from the people’.” 
Funded by Public Health England, PF is 
a highly innovative freely accessible 
resource. “Nothing quite like it exists” 
he explained “in part because of the 
courage required for PLWH to speak 
openly. Particularly Christian PLWH who 
are more likely to keep their HIV status 
secret, in comparison with PLWH who 
profess no faith.” Dr Manning asked the 
participants “Why is that?” 

The Lived Catholicism Conference is a 
project of the Centre for Catholic Studies, 
Durham University, in partnership with 
the London School for Economics.

CAPS Members meet with 
UNAIDS Exec. Director

CAPS members met with Winnie 
Byanyima,  Executive Director of UNAIDS 
on her recent mission to the UK. 

Dr Vincent Manning attended a Civil 
Society gathering with her in Brixton, 
and Trustee Tyrone Allee met with her 
at the ‘Respect My HIV’ march and 
demonstration in central London on 
October 30th.

Passionate partners gathering

Vincent Manning & Winnie Byanyima



WAD Mass Farm Street 

World AIDS Day Mass will take place, 
Wednesday, 1 December, 18.00, Farm 
Street Jesuit Church, 114 Mount Street, 
Mayfair, London W1K 3AH. Our theme 
will be:  Equal Care - Listening to Every 
Voice. The celebrant will be Monsignor 
Martin Hayes, Vicar-General - 
Westminster Diocese. After-Mass 
refreshments in the Arrupe Hall, 114 
Mount Street W1K 3AH. Further details: 
lgbtcatholicswestminster@gmail.com

Online World AIDS Day Service  
Sat. Dec. 4th

Join us for our second virtual service to 
mark World AIDS Day. All are Welcome 
for a time to remember, to pray and to 
share our faith together. Please see 
details and how to attend on p.21

Wondering what to do for World 
AIDS Day in your Parish or 
Classroom?

Our first WAD Service is available to 
watch for free at https://caps-uk.org/
wad/  the themes, prayers and sharing 
in ‘Called to Solidarity’ remain relevant 
and thought provoking. The service 
lasts for 75 minutes. No need for a 
lesson plan or a sermon – it’s all 
prepared for you! Why not use or adapt 
this service in your parish, chaplaincy, 
college or school? (See news on p.20)

Douai Summer Retreat 2022

Our annual retreat weekend for people 
living with and affected by HIV will take 
place from July 29th – 31st . Put the dates 
in your diary now to avoid 
disappointment.  

Notices & Dates
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