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When we completed our initial Women  

and Girl’s Study of Greater Fort Wayne  

in 2020, we learned that girls perform  

well academically, earn more high school 

honors diplomas than boys, and are more 

than twice as likely to have a bachelor’s 

degree than their mothers   

and grandmothers. 

But we still have work to do. We needed  

to hear more from the 12-24 age group.  

So, we convened three focus groups to  

dig deeper. The results were insightful and 

can arm our community on how to better 

support and celebrate our young women 

and girls.

Middle and high school girls report  

feeling sad and hopeless, and had higher 

rates of contemplating suicide than boys.  

As this new research reveals, gender-based 

violence, racism, and mental health are 

major concerns for our young women.  

 

They expressed concern about lack  

of education around their bodies,  

feel unsure where to find mental health  

support, and want access to safe female-

The Women’s Fund of Greater 
Fort Wayne is focused on 
examining the data and the 
‘why’ behind some of the  
biggest hardships and barriers 
that women and girls face in 
Allen County.

centric spaces in our community.  

This isn’t the first research study  

on our community’s young women,  

and it won’t be the last. The intent  

of this work is to center their voices,  

elevate their experiences, and show  

the next generation that we’re willing  

to listen. 

Our young women are leaders.  

They are resilient, creative, and brave,  

and they deserve our attention,  

our resources, and our time. 

Join me in rallying around our  

community’s next generation with  

an open mind, a listening ear, and  

a willingness to take action.

Your partner in change,
Cassie Beer

This is why we conduct ongoing research in  

a variety of areas—to not only inform the work 

that we do, but to also give others the resources 

to help make an impact as well.

S U P P O R T
T H I S  W O R K
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T W OF O C U S  G R O U P
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S U M M A RY
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S U P P O R T  T H I S  W O R K

The Women’s Fund of Greater Fort Wayne is funded 
by individuals and organizations that are passionate 
about a more equitable future for girls and women  
in Allen County. We need your help to keep moving 
what matters. Help us create change by becoming  
a member today. 

As a member you’ll be invited to first-look access to research, educational and advocacy 

opportunities, members-only events, as well as join a group of like-minded individuals  

who believe in investing in our community through women and girls.

We invite people at every economic level to join us in advancing women and girls in Allen 

County by supporting the work of the Women’s Fund of Greater Fort Wayne. You can make 

a one-time contribution or a recurring contribution on a monthly, quarterly or annual basis. 

Give at the level you can!
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