


The Women's Fund of Greater
Fort Wayneis focusedon
examining thedata and the
‘why’ behind some of the
biggest hardships and barriers
that women and girls facein
Allen County.

This is why we conduct ongoing research in
avariety of areas—to not only inform the work
that we do, but to also give others the resources
to help make animpact as well.

When we completed our initial Women
and Girl's Study of Greater Fort Wayne

in 2020, we learned that girls perform
well academically, earn more high school
honors diplomas than boys, and are more
than twice as likely to have a bachelor’s
degree than their mothers

and grandmothers.

But we still have work to do. We needed
to hear more from the 12-24 age group.
So, we convened three focus groups to
dig deeper. The results were insightful and
can arm our community on how to better
support and celebrate our young women
and girls.

Middle and high school girls report

feeling sad and hopeless, and had higher
rates of contemplating suicide than boys.
As this new research reveals, gender-based
violence, racism, and mental health are
major concerns for our young women.

They expressed concern about lack

of education around their bodies,
feelunsure where to find mental health
support, and want access to safe female-

centric spaces in our community.
Thisisn't the first research study

on our community’s young women,
and itwon't be the last. The intent

of this work is to center their voices,
elevate their experiences, and show
the next generation that we're willing
to listen.

Our young women are leaders.

They are resilient, creative, and brave,
and they deserve our attention,

our resources, and our time.

Joinmeinrallying around our
community’s next generation with
an open mind, a listening ear, and
awillingness to take action.

Your partner in change,
Cassie Beer
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NAPPROPRIATE
'ErEHAV!OIZ Towagps T°A FRICHkiC
WOMEN & GIRLS BY

MeN & BoYS e Soc/AL

= PISTANCING
® CRIME RATE 0
GOING UP& A @®GCHOOL &
LOTOoF it is CHURCH
DIRECTED SHOOTINGS
TowarbS WOMEN

womenN & gIrLs

® WALKING ALONE/ .w gmuefmé
BEING ALONE [n FaN MORE THAN
-[—MCOMMMNITV, WE LET oN



=y A ge NG WOMEN & Grey o >
Ys\lt S -
THEY 'VE BEEN
BULLIED oNLINE 7 : Bolieve  Treak ows FEELINGS
m : Lister us’ as REAL !
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L us/
Jinrpin o2 t creaTc spaces  INVESTn
FThe £ PROGRAMS GIRLS Lke
SCHODL HolD BOYS & —

- Blocked, THERA : ACCOUNTABLE
_ gep mg 4, i IGNORED it - it Better SAFETY measunes
F B leied Got NEW — DEALT with the / \TGACH BoVs CPECIFICALLY for WomeN

orcenper  FPRIENPS  FECLINGS & o ABETTER), ABOMT &G!BLCS'/MAKQ PUBLIC

MOVED onN JoB RAISING SELF CoNTROL - SPACES SAFE

CONFIDENT- gsﬁp,,, + BOYS PN&TJMQIT SELF

| KN6W WHO €D fo FENSE to Hu

|am g WHAT Y FRIENDS. . GleLS Eeog/cAwA’;gNgz;?’.

bTHCRS sAY  Then MoOVED o Herle sl 450 ACCESS +v Feminine

PoES T mafie RENGEEES), CoNneeT ug - PRoBUCTS

RACIAL,
PARTICIPATE (T z AL, RELI €S,

ECoNOMIC GROUFPS
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PURPOSE:

THE INFERRMATION frowa The
RESEARCH IS ¢ EDWUCATE

& ADVOCATE -hv +he SUPPORT
of YOWNG WOMEN & GIRLS
AMONG CURRENT ADVOCATES,
PROGRAM PROVIDERS, EDUCATORS
& POLICYMAKE RS ON +he UNIGUE
NEEPS of YOUNG WOMEN & GIRLS
IN ALLEN COUNTY

NING W-:m»,

\G oWN
Y ’S’ \-'?ef o PoRTu:,z . _9,,,,_.6",\&‘_l€

\‘ To ALL THE YOUNG WOMEN, GIRLS &
‘,\6 GENDPER EXPANSIVE PARTICIPANTS o
e \l ENGAGING im CONVERSATION throwaH v iR TUAL SPACES

ANP PLACES. THANK Yo FoR LISTEAN/NG To ONE
NOTHER, GIVING the CFPORTUNITY to LEARN /CoNTIMIE LEARNING

ALONGSTDE YO & to THE ColLECTIVE POWER oF APNOCATIAG-for

CHANGE: Maag we LISTEN INSPIRED by ALL yru DFFER. -

¢ &vocd**ﬂ Suppovt & Celebvate nem
PROVIPED $0ME =

STARTLING Q020 W=
STATISTICS \{DUNG WOMEN £ 6 IELS' US‘TEN/N@ Soc

THE SAFETY
EJNELL- BEING & ; M 570/\(
OUTLOOK o +he /
FUTURE fer=
YOUNG WOMEN §
GIRLS in ALLEN |
co HNTU- s -

THE STAFF «f the CoMMUNITY FOUNDATION
£ the WOMEN'S FUND ADVISORY
pECIDEDR +o PRIORITIZE the NEEDS oF YOUNG :
N e c .
WOMEN & GIRLS THROUWGH RESEAR . e < WHM 3!2"\'6

- 'N HMM;W"’M D 5
Fplly 8 g )
GONN“’C""\ £ %\ -guPPO"R‘rwrn?
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WHILE EVERY LISTENING- SESSION REVEALED UNIQUE THEMES
£ SOLUTIONS SEVERAL WERE EMPHASIZED.

! HWE:S- FROM CONCERNS ABOUT THEIR COMMUAITY +o WHAT BRINGS THEM

Joy & INTO CoMMUNITY, YOUUNG WOMEN & G(RLS SHARED EXPERIENCES
& NEEDPS RELATED +o HEALTH, SAFETY £ ECONOMIC WELL- BEING.

. rodM< o, WUPPORTS LA .
% ueATl S RL mMe, o,
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"9 %e PeRpe7ATORS
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S FRIENDS o 0 mmunT i)
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LISten S,

| FMS‘H gA

To YounNéG

&Wg\'ne\:; TM 9‘{,—' GENDEREE -

& GIRLS - . BAS&D VIoLENCE - with e
TalK to U4 . PBE;‘E‘;/SZ oN +- B How MugD% e
'spﬂxeve wy /| dUdn Al ing B cuiLture

HolD THEAN ' PGF’MQ Hows
| ] : WDMEN &6lpLs,

We a;b(-eg - ACCOUNTABL : :
L & TAKE the T”E€A7€: - Look/
R O E- SAFE’TU! R A/

é JOM

3 Make
@ RESOURCES - AVAILABLE
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® Alfend +he ® \ISIT us
wvﬁ%-gp YOUNG WOMEN § ONLINE +o
/ Glels' suMmmiT  LEARN MORE

Join one,
GROWING
Commun|

BY BecoMING
b& MEMBER.

® Be AN ADYOCATE -5
YounG womery £ clrLs !

EMILY SHEPARD <t THE GRAPHIC PISTILLER
MARCIA CoNE at MARCIA CoNE CoNSULTING
ONE LUCKY GUITAR.

THE WFGFW YSUNG WOMEN & GIRLS CoMMITTEE

AUSON GERARDOT, CHIEF IMPACT OFFICER
GREATER FORT WAYNE COMMUNITY FoUNDATION

CASSIE BEER, DIRECTOR of WOMENS FUND of
GREATER FORT WAYNE

— AND—

THE LOCAL NONPROFITS, MIDDLE & HIGH SCHDOLS & CollLEGES
WHO PROVIDED PLACE ‘& SPACE -fir CONVERSATION & ENGAGEMENT.
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The Women's Fund of Greater Fort Wayne is funded
by individuals and organizations that are passionate
about a more equitable future for girlsand women
in Allen County. We need your help to keep moving
what matters. Help us create change by becoming

a member today.

As amember you'll be invited to first-look access to research, educational and advocacy

opportunities, members-only events, as well as join a group of like-minded individuals
who believe in investing in our community through women and girls.

We invite people at every economic level to join us in advancing women and girls in Allen
County by supporting the work of the Women's Fund of Greater Fort Wayne. You can make
aone-time contribution or a recurring contribution on a monthly, quarterly or annual basis.

Give at the levelyou can!
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SUPPORT THIS WORK










