
Welcome to the first newsletter from the Save West of Ifield campaign committee.   

Please email us with comments and to receive future editions via email:  savewestofifield@gmail.com.   

During 2021…  

 

MAKING OUR VOICES HEARD! 

The Save West of Ifield (SWOI) committee was formed in 

summer 2021 and since then has been busy lobbying MPs and 

councilors, publicising WOI in local papers and on BBC radio, 

and doing the research to challenge Homes England’s plans.  

Almost 1,200 people use the SWOI Facebook page and website, 

and we’ve just launched our fund-raising  initiative 

(https://tinyurl.com/2p9cjr7j and see page 2).   

The WOI site is within Horsham District, but would effectively 

form one or more new neighbourhoods of Crawley; with 

potentially 25,000 additional residents using Crawley’s health 

services, roads, etc.  Crawley Borough Council (CBC) has voted 

unanimously to oppose the development, and the SWOI 

committee is working closely with CBC to build our case.   

The committee has been focused on lobbying Horsham District 

Council (HDC), to stop WOI being included in the HDC Local 

Plan as an ‘allocated’ (favoured by HDC) site. Around 100 

people protested outside the HDC offices in July – photo above 

– but since then the Local Plan process has been delayed due to 

the new requirement from central government for a 30-year 

vision, and requirements from Natural England for new 

developments to be ‘water neutral’.  We’re working on the 

assumption that a revised Local Plan will be published in spring 

2022, and that WOI will be included. At that point we all have 

a six week (Regulation 19) consultation period to submit 

our objections, before the Plan goes to a planning inspector.  

We can all work together, and help each other to object. 

How many houses where? 
The proposal is to build 10,000 houses and a link road on land 

west of Crawley – see pink area on map.  The first phase is for 

3,250 houses West of Ifield, starting with building on Ifield Golf 

Course and the fields to the west of Ifield Brook, with later phases 

building through Lambs Green to Faygate and pretty much 

joining up with Horsham to form ‘Crawsham’.  The proposed link 

road is shown as a purple line, and could form part of a Western 

Relief Road, completing the circle of concrete around Crawley.   

PLAN FOR 10,000 HOUSES 

This enormous site would sit geographically in Crawley, but 

administratively in Horsham for housing target and council tax 

purposes. Crawley's infrastructure and jobs market can't support a 

25% increase in population, and unless there is a high % of social 

housing, Crawley's housing needs will not be met.  Contd. Page 2 

1ST PHASE – 3,250 HOUSES 
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Continued from page 1:  The Save West of Ifield committee formed 

because many residents could see that this development wouldn’t 

provide the housing needed by local people, but is simply a way 

for developers to make a huge profit by covering a large 

greenfield site with houses.  Of course we support the carefully 

planned building of sustainable houses to satisfy local need.  But 

we strongly oppose the profiteering of development companies.  

We’re pleased to be working with the Community Planning 

Alliance (https://tinyurl.com/582xr6ju) to fight this behaviour 

across the UK; you can see WOI on their map 

(https://tinyurl.com/535vndhk).   

We have a tough fight on our hands, not least because the land 

for the first phase of 3,250 houses is already government-owned, 

by Homes England.  But we can win – many other campaigns 

have done it.  We have to fight to save our much-loved golf 

course and greenspace, our precious Low Weald habitats and 

wildlife, and Crawley’s last remaining rural fringe.   

      What to expect in 2022 

 
                       STILL MAKING OUR VOICES HEARD! 

• Preparation for the Regulation 19 consultation for HDC’s 

Local Plan – in spring – and for Homes England’s (or 

their developers’) planning application. Focusing on key 

topics:  biodiversity, greenspace and recreation, water 

and flooding, health services, transport, air pollution, 

climate change.   

• Fund-raising so that we can pay for expert help to make 

the best legal and technical challenges.  

• Making our voices heard via direct action, media 

exposure and other publicity.   

• Working with Rusper Parish Council, including to get 

Ifield Golf Club recognised as an Asset of Community 

Value.  

• Lobbying Michael Gove and his advisors on changing the 

calculation of housing targets, so that the right houses 

are built in the right places.   

• Surveying and recording biodiversity.  Organising 

wildlife walks and other community events.   

                                                                                      Page 2.  

To keep up to date and support the campaign, please join 

our SWOI Facebook page and visit our  website.   

Write!  Write!  Write!  Make your views known to 

Horsham District Council strategic.planning@horsham.gov.uk; 

to your local MP henry.smith.mp@parliament.uk or 

jeremy.quin.mp@parliament.uk; to Michael Gove, Secretary 

for State for Housing, Communities and Local 

Government; and to local newspapers.  Use the Homes 

England and Horsham District Council consultations to 

ensure your objections are formally registered. 

Share your skills with us on specific topics for the Reg 19 

consultation:  biodiversity, greenspace and recreation, water 

and flooding, health services, transport, air pollution, 

climate change.  We’re also looking for a project manager, 

and a campaign secretary.  Please contact us via 

savewestofifield@gmail.com. 

If you can, please donate either via Go Fund Me here:  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-save-west-of-ifield, or 

via a cheque payable to Save West of Ifield and sent to: 

South Lodge, The Mount, Ifield, Crawley, RH110LG.  

THANK YOU. 

 

Next time… 

Focus on: Biodiversity 
The WOI site is in a rich and beautiful area of ancient 

landscape – the Ifield Commons – with ancient woodland, 

hedgerows and wildlife typical of the Low Weald.  This area 

supports a surprising number of rare and protected 

species and has been identified by the Sussex Wildlife 

Trust as a Biodiversity Opportunity Area. We need to 

record as much of this biodiversity as possible, and you can 

help.  WATCH THIS SPACE!  for details of wildlife walks 

and recording activities.    

You can make a difference! 
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