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Focus on: Ifield Golf Club 
Ifield Golf Club (IGC) is too valuable to be concreted over. 
Not only is it thriving – now filling the gap opened up by the 
closure of neighbouring clubs – and providing all the health and 
well-being benefits of golf, but the beautiful course is home to 
a rich mix of wildlife not least the Great Crested Newt, fantastic 
mature oaks, and 8,000 trees planted by the Forestry 
Commission. 

Myth-Busting!   Ifield Golf Club is ‘surplus 
to requirements’ 

NO!  IGC membership increased by 25% between 2018 and 
2021 – an additional 100 fully paid-up members – and a 150% 
increase in ‘visitor’ players (paying green fees). England Golf 
reports an increase in golf club membership of around 6% 
nationally, mostly in 2021 suggesting a possible ‘Covid effect’. 
But the growth at IGC is 4x this size, and started pre-pandemic. 

In fact IGC has attracted new members made ‘homeless’ by the 
closure of at least five neighbouring courses. With Cottesmore 
under threat more golfers will be looking for a new home of 
similar standard. With Copthorne and West Sussex full, they 
will look to other affiliated clubs such as Ifield. 

It’s clear there is very healthy demand for IGC. Horsham and 
Crawley councils should discard their existing studies of golf 
supply and demand which are hopelessly out of date, with 
countless errors and omissions in the Horsham study. We are 
putting pressure on both councils to commission new studies. 

Why does this matter?  
A 2016 scientific review concluded that playing golf 
improves life expectancy, helps prevent over 40 
major chronic diseases such as type 2 diabetes, 
heart attacks and strokes, and improves mental 
health.  

In a round of golf a player will take up to 17,000 steps, 
walk up to eight miles and burn up to 1200 calories.  

This ‘moderate intensity physical activity’ has positive 
impacts on cholesterol, body composition, 
metabolism, and longevity. Plus the social and well-
being benefits of being outside with friends! 

 
The review also found that golf benefits people of all 
ages, backgrounds and abilities. It is not just those at 
the elite level who enjoy improved health and well-
being.  

As Stephen Gethins MP said when he tabled a Motion 
in the House of Commons  
https://tinyurl.com/4twpshez “This report is welcome 
and shows the huge range of health benefits that golf 
brings to people of all ages. This review will be of major 
interest to policymakers in the UK, as it reveals the 
benefits of the sport for longevity, but also for quality 
of life. Golf clearly plays an important role in 
maintaining a healthy, active population, and I look 
forward to seeing further research into the impact of the 
sport on health, particularly for older people.” 

SAVE OUR GOLF CLUB! 

Newsletter March 2022 



Dates for your Diary 
March 
  5th –    Walk The James Havers Walk. 11am the Plough  
  12th – Walk  The Birds of March Walk. 11am the Plough 
  19th – Walk  The Mark Lemon Walk . 11am the Plough 
  26th – Walk The Druids Walk  11am the Plough  
May 
  2nd – Come & see Save West of Ifield at Ifield Fayre 
June 
  5th – Come & see Save West of Ifield at the Rusper 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations  

For more info on Walks contact info@ifieldsociety.org.uk 

            In the News   
1. Listen to Save West of Ifield’s [Fenella and Annabel] on BBC 

Radio Sussex taking about the campaign    
https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/media 

2. Andrew Stuart appointed as new Housing Minister  
https://tinyurl.com/2xdvazsw 

3. Wealden MP Nusrat Ghani led a parliamentary debate urging 
ministers to review housing targets in Sussex.    
https://tinyurl.com/3nm3jdsh 

 

    Fund-raising update…  
Thanks to you and your kind donations we have now 
raised just over £5,000 ! This is a quarter of the 
(minimum) £20,000 that we anticipate needing this year to 
help save west of Ifield! A Milestone! 

THANK YOU SO MUCH TO EVERYONE WHO HAS 
DONATED ALREADY. However, there is LONG way to go.  
We are awaiting the results of the initial work that we 
commissioned our Planning Consultants to do and will then 
be able to understand where we should focus next, and 
which experts to bring into help us build our case.  However, 
we need the funds to do this. 

We know that these are difficult times, but if you can make 
a donation, however small, it will all help to achieve our 
goals. 

Details of how you can contribute are below, but if you are 
not in a position to donate at the moment you can still help 
save west of Ifield, by signing a petition or even putting up a 
poster – see ‘You can make a difference’ - below. 

You can donate via our Go Fund Me site or directly to our bank 
account. Details of the bank account and a link to the Go 
Fund Me site can be found 
here: https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/take-action    

YOUR Support Can Make This Happen! 

To keep up to date and support the campaign, please join 
our SWOI Facebook page  

Sign these petitions  Stop the build of 10,000 houses across 
ifield west  and  Ifield golf course future development 

Write!  Write!  Write!  Make your views known to Horsham 
District Council strategic.planning@horsham.gov.uk; to 
your local MP henry.smith.mp@parliament.uk or 
jeremy.quin.mp@parliament.uk; to Michael Gove, Secretary 
for State for Housing, Communities and Local Government; 
and to local newspapers.  

Put up a poster! https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/media 

Share your skills with us on biodiversity, greenspace and 
recreation, water and flooding, health services, transport, air 
pollution, climate change. Please contact 
savewestofifield@gmail.com. 

See our website  https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/ 

 

You can make a difference! 

Rare Butterfly Eggs found in Ifield! 
More than 25 people turned out to enjoy a wonderful wildlife 
walk led by Tom Simpson of the Sussex Wildlife Trust.   We 
were delighted to discover more than 20 Brown Hairstreak 
butterfly eggs in Ifield Brook Meadows, only a few paces from 
St Margarets church.    

According to the Butterfly Conservation Trust "The Brown 
Hairstreak has declined rapidly over recent decades and its 
range has contracted by over 60%. It is now listed as a top 
conservation priority. The reason for the butterfly’s decline 
is the loss of hedges, over 50% of which have been 
removed in the last 60 years in England, and annual flailing 
of hedges". 

The Wealden landscape of the West Sussex and Surrey 
borders is one of the remaining strongholds of this 
nationally scarce species and our neighbourhood with its 
extensive Blackthorn hedgerows is its ideal 
habitat.  Protecting and managing the hedgerows of this 
area could help this special butterfly survive. 

 
 

 
 




