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Protecting Our Landscape and Heritage 

The challenge of boundaries. 

We’re faced with plans to build 10,000 houses in Horsham 
District, right along the boundary with Crawley Borough.  This 
proposal seriously 
compromises the quality 
of heritage and landscape 
for those on both sides.  

If ‘duty to co-operate’ 
between local authorities 
means anything, it must 
include all parties being 
custodians of total 
heritage and landscape.   

The River Mole and Ifield Brook were designated as the 
boundary between Horsham District and Crawley Borough. So 
what lies on each side of the boundary and how do they 
contribute to a special sense of place? 

Heritage: Ifield Village Conservation Area (IVCA) and Ifield 
Brook Meadows 

The Conservation Area and the adjoining Meadows are in the 
Ifield neighbourhood of Crawley and lie to the east of the Local 
Authority boundary.  IVCA is known for its historical 
significance.  Buildings date from the late 15th century up to the 
modern day. Many are listed, with two being recognised as 
grade 1. The pattern of roads and tracks are the same as in the 
1860s. What was the Common is now the only Village Green in 
Crawley. The meadows beyond the church are sites of nature 
conservation importance (SNCIs).  At one time grazed by cattle 

owned by 
Rectory Farm, 
the meadows 
retain their flora 
by being mown 
once or twice a 
year to allow 
seeds to set.  

 

                       
Crossing Ifield Brook from the Conservation Area  

It is possible to cross over the river and brook into the agricultural land 
beyond via three separate bridges permitting circular walks from the 
village into the countryside (on the Horsham side) and back.   

The area is known for its greenness and openness – your 
shoulders drop and relax as you leave the town for the 
village…and they relax further as you walk across the streams 
into open countryside, …experiencing the expanse of flat land, 
its large skies 
and rising sky 
larks… and 
tracing 
footpaths and 
rights of way to 
neighbouring 
villages of 
Lambs Green, 
Faygate and 
Rusper.   

Crossing the River Mole from the Conservation Area at Tweed Lane.  

Crawley New Town crept up to Ifield Village from the 
East…but stopped short…leaving a gradual transition from 
urban areas into the village and then into the countryside.  The 
proposed Homes England development on the countryside to 
the west of Ifield, but in Horsham District, compromises this 
transition and the rural setting of the village.  

Heritage of the Crawley New Town (not so new now as it 
started in 1950) 

It is not just the heritage of Ifield Village that will be damaged. 
Crawley, as a whole, has its own heritage … a ‘town in the 
countryside’ for people from cramped conditions in London.  
Each neighbourhood has its local shops within walking 
distance without the need to cross busy roads. And the 
neighbourhoods are built round the town centre where there 
are larger shops.  A half-hour walk takes you from most 
neighbourhoods to the town centre.  Such a plan is gradually 
being eroded by ‘add-ons’ at its boundaries.  A massive add-on 
to the west will make a mockery of the concept of a town 
within the countryside – as well as of the carefully laid plans of 
the 1950s. 
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Infrastructure developments to the north (Gatwick), to the east 
(M23) and to the south (A264) have left only the western 
boundary at Ifield as the lung for the town.  The HE proposals 
West of Ifield plan to cut even that off. 

Boundaries do not necessarily match the lived experience of the 
people and wildlife that move across them, nor the heritage 
that needs preserving.    

In summary 

The destruction that could be caused to the heritage and 
landscape of the area if the Homes England development goes 
ahead… cannot be undone. Urban sprawl will be what is left – 
and the careful attempt by Crawley to protect the area with its 
designations of a Conservation Area and Local Green Space will 
be seriously under-mined.    

Part of the Historic Village if Ifield. 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
May 
  14th – Walk The Roman Way. 11am the Plough, Ifield  
  21st – Walk The Saxon Trail. 11am the Plough, Ifield 
  24th – FUNd-raising Quiz  at the Plough Rusper. Call the 

Plough on 01293 871 215 to book, and to dine first.  Teams of 4 
at £10 a team, additional members are an extra £2 a head up to 
a team of 6 people.  Prizes for winners! 

June 
  2nd – Come & see Save West of Ifield at the 2022 IFEST!   
  5th – And we’re also at the Rusper Platinum Jubilee 

Celebrations  

For more info on Walks contact info@ifieldsociety.org.uk 

Please donate if you can via our website  
https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/ 

Sign these petitions  Stop the build of 10,000 houses across 
ifield west  and  Ifield golf course future development 

Share your skills with us on biodiversity, greenspace and 
recreation, water and flooding, health services, transport, air 
pollution, climate change. Please contact 
savewestofifield@gmail.com. 

Put up a poster! https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/media 

Write!  Write!  Write!  Make your views 
known to Horsham District Council 
strategic.planning@horsham.gov.uk; 
to your local MP 
henry.smith.mp@parliament.uk or 
jeremy.quin.mp@parliament.uk; to 
Michael Gove, Secretary for State 
michael.gove.mp@parliament.uk and 
correspondence@communities.gov.uk; 
and to local newspapers.  

To keep up to date and support the campaign, please join our 

SWOI Facebook page.   

 

PLANT A TREE FOR THE QUEEN'S JUBILEE TO REPLACE 
A TREE CUT DOWN TO THE DEVELOPER'S GLEE 

You will have seen the widespread publicity in local and 
national newspapers and TV and radio relating to the Plant 
a Tree for the Queen's Jubilee campaign. 

The Prince of Wales has also urged people to protect 
"dwindling" ancient trees in honour of the Queen's 
Platinum Jubilee with a network of 70 ancient woodlands 
and 70 ancient trees being dedicated to the Queen, marking 
her 70-year reign. 

To many people it will seem paradoxical that this campaign 
is proceeding at a time when woodland in the south east of 
England is under threat from wide scale development of 
housing. It takes a newly planted tree from 20 to 30 years 
to reach maturity so there will be a long time before the 
campaign trees are able to replace mature woodland which 
will fall to the developer's greed. 

This is of special concern to Save West of Ifield as Ifield Golf 
Course in Rusper Road is the focus of Homes England's 
plans to build up to 10,000 new homes in the area.   

In addition to the mature oaks and ancient hedgerows that 
will be sacrificed, the Golf Course received 8,000 plus trees 
19 years ago from the Forestry Commission in order to 
improve drainage and support wildlife in the area. 

PLEASE HELP US TO STOP THIS INSANITY 

You can make a difference! 
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