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 10,000 Houses and a By-pass – but WHY?! 
So what will be the impact of 10,000 new houses and a 
‘Western Link Road’ between Crawley and Horsham?   

Will it meet our local need for housing? Homes England tell us 
that the population of West Sussex is forecast to grow by 20% 
over the next 20 years, and that this is ‘local need’.  But ONS 
projections suggest half that, ie 10%!  As for local need, 
Crawley’s core growth due to births, deaths and net 
international migration is around 500 new households a year, 
and Horsham’s is 100, ie 7% growth over 20 years.  But of course 
developers want to build extra where profits are highest, and 
market vigorously outside the area, even internationally.  They 
are creating additional demand and population growth in the 
south-east.   And we can rest assured that the 2,000 households 
on the social housing registers for Horsham and Crawley won’t 
be provided for by any of these developers.   

10,000 houses means 24,000 more people and 14,000 cars, 
which could result in 20% more pressure on Crawley’s 
infrastructure and services. Some people will probably turn to 
Horsham, adding to the strain on services from the building at 
Broadbridge Heath, Southwater and soon North Horsham.  How 
will an area already suffering a chronic shortage of GPs and an 
overstretched hospital in Redhill cope with 24,000 more people?  
According to Homes England this isn’t their problem – it’s down 
to the NHS.  

Horsham residents won’t be helped by Homes England’s 
masterplan for a Link Road around the west of Crawley. The 
additional pressure of ‘000s more cars and shoppers will be sure 
to snarl-up Horsham town and its surrounding roads.      

Thousands of houses, and the proposed Western Link Road, 
will have a devastating effect on Rusper parish. Not 
surprisingly, residents voted overwhelmingly against 25% of 
their parish being turned over to unjustified housing and a 
bypass.  The 88% vote in favour of the 2021 Rusper 
Neighbourhood Plan gives Rusper Parish Council a clear 
mandate to oppose the West of Ifield development.     

Rusper is a distinctly rural parish but 10,000 houses would 
occupy 1,500 acres of land which is currently agricultural, 
woodland or golf course.  One of the largest parishes in 
Horsham District, but with one of the lowest populations at 
around 1,600 people and 700 dwellings Rusper borders Mole  

Valley, the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
Warnham, Colgate and Crawley.  It’s character is one of small,  

vibrant communities – Rusper village, Lambs Green, Ifield Wood 

– set in a patchwork of farmland, woodland and semi-wild areas.  
Heavily used for recreation and exercise, the network of walks 
includes the Sussex Border Path and a ‘green walk’ from Rusper 
through Lambs Green on to Ifield.  The successful pubs also add 
to the rural character.   
Destruction of ancient landscape and Low Weald habitat 
supporting important biodiversity.  From Willoughby Fields, 
Ifield Wood and Meadows, through to the House Copse Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI – below) the 10,000 and Link 
Road sites are rich in ancient woodland, ‘shaws’ and hedgerows.  
The Sussex Wildlife Trust has identified at least 75% of the 
10,000 site as Biodiversity Opportunity Area (BOA) as part of its 
Nature Recovery Network.  This means that it has ‘high 
restoration 
potential and 
buffering of 
core sites’, and 
should have ‘a 
set of 
conservation 
priorities for 
biodiversity so 
that habitat  
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enhancement, restoration and recreation projects can make the 
most of opportunities to establish large areas of habitat and 
connections between them.’ These precious habitats support a 
particular flora and a surprising number of rare and protected 
species.  More than 50 bird species are recorded every year. Plus 
11 of the UK’s 18 bat species. And 25 butterfly species. 

Why are we talking about the 10,000 Masterplan when 
Homes England say that currently planning for 3,250 [quote]?  
Because Homes England have previously made clear that the 
3,250 plan is Phase 1 of the 10,000 Masterplan.  And, more 
importantly, because the 3,250 plan doesn’t make sense in 
isolation from the 10,000, so we must consider them as one.   

Dates for your Diary 
July 
  23rd – Walk Willoughby Fields Local Nature Reserve. 11am the 

Plough, Ifield  
  19th – FUNd-raising Quiz at the Plough Rusper. Call the 

Plough on 01293 871 215 to book, and to dine first.  Teams of 4 
at £10 a team, additional members are an extra £2 a head up to 
a team of 6 people.  Prizes for winners! 

  30th – Walk  Ifield Brook Meadows Local Green Space. 11am 
the Plough, Ifield 

August 
  Dates tbc. FUNd-raising Quiz at the Plough Rusper  
6th –  Walk  Ifield Millpond and Bewbush Water Garden SNCI. 

11am the Plough, Ifield  
   13th –  Walk ‘Ifield and Beyond – A Taste of the Sussex 

Countryside’ 11am the Plough, Ifield  
   28th –  10k SPONSORED WALK  11am the Plough, Ifield. 

Please e-mail savewestofifield@gmail.com  

September 
 Date tbc.  BINGO! at Ifield Cricket Club.   

For more info on Walks contact info@ifieldsociety.org.uk 

Please donate if you can via our website  
https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/ 

Sign these petitions  Stop the build of 10,000 houses across Ifield 
west  and  Ifield golf course future development 

Share your skills with us on project management, landscape, 
health services, transport, air pollution, climate change. Please 
contact savewestofifield@gmail.com. 

Put up a poster! https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/media 

Write!  Write!  Write!  Make your views known to Horsham District 
Council strategic.planning@horsham.gov.uk; to your local MP 
henry.smith.mp@parliament.uk or jeremy.quin.mp@parliament.uk; to 
Greg Clark, Secretary for State  gregclarkmp@parliament.uk and 
correspondence@communities.gov.uk; and to local newspapers.  

 

 

To keep up to date and support the campaign, please join our 

SWOI Facebook page.   

You can make a difference! 

FUND-RAISING FUN!  

We've had a great time over the last few months at 
festivals and fayres, quizzes and Bingo.  Here’s what’s 
coming up! 

10k Sponsored Walk. 

To find out more about the area impacted by the 10k 
houses, and raise money for the campaign, why not walk 
10k with us on Sunday 28th August?  Guided by Save West 
of Ifield, we’ll give you an insight into the heritage of the 
area as well as the wildlife that calls it home. 

Starting at 11am at The Plough in Ifield we’ll walk to 
Lambs Green – Lamb Inn below – and then towards 
Kilnwood.  The terrain is fairly flat with a couple of 
stiles. 

      

Walkers can either collect sponsorship or make a donation 
– suggested minimum £5 per adult £2.50 for under 16's. 
Under 16's must be accompanied by an adult. Well 
behaved dogs welcome.  So that we can be confident of 
covering our costs, please e-mail 
savewestofifield@gmail.com asap if you’re thinking of 
taking part.  If you’re interested but can't make 
28th August, let us know too. 

Quizzes 

Have you been to one of our quizzes at the Plough, 
Rusper?  Roughly every other Tuesday we'll tease your 
brains while you have a drink and a laugh, and you could 
even win a prize! 

Next quiz is Tuesday 19th July. To book call the Plough on 
01293 871 215 and mention the quiz night. Pls book early 
to dine first.  Teams of 4 at £10 a team, plus possible 2 
additional members at £2 each. See you there! 

BINGO!!! 

Last Friday we held our first bingo night hosted by Ifield 
Cricket Club. A good time was had by all, Save West of 
Ifield made money and cash prizes were given - win win! 

If you want to get your eyes down for a full house to 
save our countryside, we'll be doing it all again in  early 
September – date tbc.  Games £2.00 each or £10.00 for 6. 
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