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We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country 
and recognise their continuing connection to land, 

waters and culture. We pay our respect to Elders past 
and present. We acknowledge that sovereignty was 

never ceded. Always was, always will be. 

ABOUT
AYAC

AYAC is the national peak body representing the 
interests of young people aged 12-25 years, and  
the wider youth sector.  

Serving in a leadership and advocacy capacity,  AYAC 

provides policy advice to decision-makers on issues 

that impact young people and the sector. 

As a member-driven organisation, our diverse 

membership encompasses young people, academics, 

youth policy experts, youth-led organisations, 

national/state youth peak advocacy organisations, 

and generalist welfare organisations operating across 

national, state, and local levels.

AYAC is actively involved in policy development, 

advocacy, research, consultation, and capacity building. 

Our approach is deeply informed by the insights of 

our members and supported by evidence, ensuring 

that policymakers and the community understand the 

impacts of how policies and decision-making affect 

young people and the youth sector.

AYAC is unwavering in its commitment to a nation where 

young people are respected and have the power to lead 

change for a better world.
ABN: 98 468 177 911  E: info@ayac.org.au W: ayac.org.au A: 2/235 Queen St, Melbourne VIC 3000 
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This year marks the first full year for AYAC 

as a funded peak body. It has been a 

year of rebuilding, establishment and 

growth for the organisation. 

 Through AYAC, young Australians have 

had considerable opportunities to have 

their voices heard and to participate 

directly in decision making. Continuing 

to empower and elevate the voices of 

young people is an achievement that 

AYAC is immensely proud of.

Throughout 2022-23 AYAC has 

participated in numerous consultations 

and committees, produced policy 

submissions and worked to represent 

and advocate for young people and  

the sector.

This year the AYAC team was led by 

Luke Ryken and then Diana Amato. 

Luke and Diana led a team that created 

new partnerships and progressed 

the strategic plan. Thanks also to 

Justine Landis-Handley, Media and 

Communications Manager, Marissa 

Pattison, Policy and Research Manager, 

Reece Moir, Engagement Lead for your 

contrubutions to AYAC.

AYAC’s work is very much dependent 

upon the support of our membership 

base, and the many organisations and 

individuals who support us to achieve our 

collective goals for young people.  

Thank you for your support of Australian 

young people. 

This year, several members of the 

AYAC Board are concluding their terms, 

We extend our appreciation to these 

individuals for their valuable input  

to AYAC.

Thank you also to the Commonwealth 

Department of Education, Office for 

Youth, for their support during this past 

year. We also appreciate the positive 

working relationships we have with the 

Minister for Youth, Hon Dr Ann Aly,  

and staff.

Thanks also go to our philanthropic 

partners, the Myer Foundation and 

Vincent Fairfax Family Foundation for 

your ongoing commitment to young 

Australians through AYAC.

It is obvious that AYAC’s networks hold 

high aspirations and expectations for 

what the organisation can achieve 

going forward. The Board, as well as the 

operational team, share these hopes and 

intend to make considerable progress in 

cementing AYAC’s place as an effective 

national youth peak body in 2024. This 

will mean building upon previous work 

in policy and systemic advocacy, sector 

capacity building, youth participation 

and representation, as well as continuing 

to review and build our core processes, 

including a review of membership  

and constitution. 

This is an exciting time for AYAC and one 

with considerable opportunities ahead. 

JOANNA ROSTAMI

CEO’S 
REPORT
Joanna Rostami | AYAC CEO

CHAIRPERSON’S 
REPORT

We are once again delighted to represent 

the Board of Directors of the Australian 

Youth Affairs Coalition (AYAC) for the 

third year. It has been an honour to work 

alongside one another and amplify the 

important work of AYAC during a period of 

growth and stabilisation. 

It has been a successful year during 

which we have continued our government 

relations, increased our media 

engagement, secured ongoing government 

funding and recruited new staff members. 

The board leadership team included 

ourselves as Co-Chairs and Stassi Austin 

as Vice Chair who led the integral work 

behind AYAC’s Statement on the Voice. We 

prioritise and work with young people in 

everything we do and create a platform for 

young people to lead change. 

AYAC has accomplished significant 

milestones during 2022-23 as we have 

formally established ourselves as a robust 

national youth peak. Since securing 

funding, AYAC has gone through a period 

of transition and careful evaluation and 

strategic planning at a board level to 

identify what we want to achieve in 2024 

and beyond and how we are going to 

ensure longevity for the organisation. 

We thank all board members, supporters 

and leaders who tireless efforts and loyal 

engagement propelled AYAC forward to 

become truly powerful. 

We would also like to acknowledge the 

contributions of a number of AYAC Board 

members who are completing their terms 

this year. Thanks to Stassi Austin, Caitlin 

Figueiredo, Justin Barker, Anne Bainbridge, 

James Delaney, and Maddi O’Gradey-Lee 

for your valuable contribution to AYAC.

We were one of 142 invitees to the Jobs 

and Skills Summit and have facilitated 

multiple round tables with the Federal 

Youth Advisory Groups. We also launched 

the Parliamentary Friendship Group for 

Young People and are working closely with  

the Office for Youth on the Youth 

Engagement Strategy 

In conjunction with the operation team, 

AYAC established a member network 

and youth-led network which enabled 

AYAC members to connect with various 

representatives from federal parliament 

and collaborate with the youth sector. 

AYAC’s success could not have been 

achieved without the extraordinary young 

people who play a vital role in painting 

the pathway for our future. The generous 

support of the Federal Government, the 

Vincent Fairfax Family Foundation and the 

Myer Foundation are truly appreciated 

and enable AYAC to achieve real outcomes 

that benefit young people. 

We encourage all Australians to get 

involved with AYAC to ensure young 

people are respected and have the power 

to lead change. 

  

Sarah Ramantanis & Caitlin Figueiredo | AYAC Chairpersons

SARAH RAMANTANIS

CAITLIN FIGUEIREDO
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As a member-driven organisation, AYAC brings together a diverse community of 

young people, peak and sector organisations, youth-led groups and individuals. 

Our work is strengthened by our membership fostering a community where 

together, we shape the future for young people and advocate for positive change.

870 YOUNG PEOPLE

87 ORGANISATIONS

82 INDIVIDUALS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairpersons 
Sarah Ramantanis 

Caitlin Figueiredo 

Vice Chairperson 
Stassi Austin 

Treasurer 
James Delaney 

Directors 
Taj Pabari 

Maddison O’Gradey-Lee 

Rana Ebrahimi 

Jeremy Hunt 

Kate Munro 

Dr. Justin Barker 

Katherine Ellis 

Paul McDonald 

STAFF (1 JULY 22–30 JUNE 2023)

Executive Officer / CEO 
Luke Rycken

Media and Communications Manager 
Justine Landis-Handley 

Policy and Research Manager 

Marissa Pattison 

Engagement Lead 
Reece Moir 

Interim CEO 

Diana Amato (May 2023–Sept 2023)

WHO WE ARE MEMBERSHIP
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OUR FUNDERS
AND PARTNERSHIPS

Partnerships

Funders

OUR  
IMPACT
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Australian Youth Affairs Coalition (AYAC)  
is the national voice and advocate for  
young people and the youth sector. 

We represent more than 4.6 million young 

people across the country. We’re the national 

peak body and our members include young 

people, youth-led organisations and youth 

sector organisations that support and work 

with young people.

The small but mighty AYAC team reached new 

heights in 2022-23 through our successful 

government engagement and convened 

meetings of our member networks. 

>>
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ACHIEVEMENTS  
JULY 2022–JUNE 2023

$400,000 
GOVERNMENT 

FUNDING

$155,000
PHILANTHROPIC  

FUNDING

1039
AYAC MEMBERS 

Conducted National Youth Polls: 
/ To understand young people’s priorities for 

government and preferences leading up to 

the referendum and lowering the voting age. 

Consistent Advocacy: 
/ Advocated consistently to the 

government, emphasising the vital role of 

young people in Australia’s advancement.

Public Engagement: 
/ Presented to diverse audiences on youth 

issues. 

/ Contributed to forums, committees,  

and advisory groups.

Government Collaboration: 
/ Supported the government’s youth 

engagement efforts through steering 

committees and advisory groups. 

4.5M
YOUNG PEOPLE AYAC  

REPRESENTS THROUGH

YOUTH MEMBERSHIP83.5% 

GOVERNMENT ROUNDTABLES

YOUTH CONSULTATIONS

Media Engagement: 
/ Issued numerous submissions and media 

releases on key youth-related issues.

Parliamentary Engagement: 
/ Hosted an inaugural Parliamentary Friends of 

Young People meeting.

Project Partnerships: 
/ Progressed work with project funders, 

including the E-Safety Commission and 

CanTeen.

Youth Programs Support: 
/ Conducted national surveys on youth 

engagement. 

/ Supported youth organisations in developing 

programs and projects.

17
YOUNG PEOPLE FROM 

ACROSS THE COUNRTY 

TRAINED IN POLICY, MEDIA 

AND ADVOCACY THROUGH 

THE 2022 AYAC FELLOWSHIP

FEE FOR 
SERVICE
WORK

+ 

>>
>>
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JAMES DELANEY

Dear members,

We are pleased to present the financial report for the Australian Youth 

Affairs Coalition (AYAC) for the year ended 30 June 2023.

Overall, AYAC achieved a surplus of $97,055. Our current year financial 

results include the following highlights:

$363,636 in government support for youth engagement programs and 

initiatives;

$36,636 in additional government support to setup a Youth Steering 

Committee for government; and

$155,000 in philanthropic funding to support core operations.

We are very grateful for the ongoing financial support provided by the 

Australian government and our philanthropic partners. We are also very 

pleased to have secured these partnerships for the next financial year.

AYAC continues to focus on meeting the outcomes set out by the 

government and philanthropic partners and in achieving our vision 

through our work with young people.

 Thank you all again for your continued support and we look forward to 

our continued work with young people and all our members.

TREASURER’S 
REPORT
JAMES DELANEY | TREASURER

FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS
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