
 

 

 

Climate adaptation “missed opportunity” in the Fall Economic Statement 

November 21, 2023 (OTTAWA) – In response to the federal government’s release of its 2023 Fall 

Economic Statement (FES), Jason Clark, Chair, Climate Proof Canada, issued the following 

statement: 

“Climate Proof Canada acknowledges the focus of the FES was on housing and the affordability 

crisis, but we are disappointed not to see any reference to climate adaptation measures, climate 

resilient housing or infrastructure. This makes funding the National Adaptation Strategy in Budget 

2024 all the more important and we look forward to continuing this vital advocacy.  

One of the requirements of the National Adaptation Strategy is that resilience must be incorporated 

into all infrastructure investments by 2024. It’s critically important that we build homes in the right 

way, in the right places, so that households are protected now and into the future. 

Unfortunately, no mention of climate adaptation measures in today’s FES amounts to a missed 

opportunity. Canada must recognize the impact climate change is having on households across the 

country. We must factor resilience measures into housing investments so that we build homes in the 

right way and in the right places. 

Climate Proof Canada urges the government to recognize the impact climate change is having on 
individuals, families, and communities across the country. We believe we must factor resilience 
measures into investments including core infrastructure, housing and communities, ensuring funding 
targets those experiencing vulnerability and at most risk of the impacts of climate change. 
 
We do welcome new legislation announced in the FES to establish the stand-alone Canada Water 
Agency, which will contribute to sustainable and coordinated freshwater management across 
Canada. The Canada Infrastructure Bank is exploring further ways to support the needs of 
communities seeking to develop the infrastructure required to build more homes and should be 
encouraged to pursue climate resilient investments.  

Climate Proof Canada developed a series of recommendations to guide federal investment that will 

enable Canada to make rapid, tangible progress on the targets set out in the NAS and become more 

climate resilient. A range of immediate actions that do not require additional budgetary investment 

has also been identified.”  

About Climate Proof Canada 

Climate Proof Canada is a national coalition of Canadian business representatives, disaster relief 
organizations, municipalities, Indigenous organizations, environmental NGOs and think tanks that 
believe Canada must prepare for the present and growing effects of climate change by building a 
more disaster-resilient country. For more information, visit Climate Proof Canada. 

  

https://budget.canada.ca/fes-eea/2023/report-rapport/FES-EEA-2023-en.pdf
https://budget.canada.ca/fes-eea/2023/report-rapport/FES-EEA-2023-en.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60a50c60a83ef84c78cb1413/t/6543e1f21c290f1673609cfa/1698947571602/Summary+-+National+Climate+Change+Adaptation+Summit+Recommendations.pdf
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3906351-1&h=4072755024&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.climateproof.ca%2F&a=Climate+Proof+Canada
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Climate Proof Canada Coalition Members  

INSURANCE INDUSTRY 

Aon 

Aviva 

Definity 

Desjardins 

Canadian Association of Mutual Insurance 
Companies 

Co-operators 

Insurance Brokers’ Association of Canada 

Insurance Bureau of Canada 

Intact Financial Corporation 

Property and Casualty Insurance Compensation 
Corporation 

Sun Life Financial  

TD Insurance 

Travelers 

Wawanesa 

Zurich Canada 
 
MUNICIPALITIES 

Federation of Canadian Municipalities 

Great Lakes and Saint Lawrence Cities Initiative 
 
INDIGENOUS ORGANIZATIONS 

Assembly of First Nations 

Métis National Council 

DISASTER RELIEF ORGANIZATIONS 

Canadian Red Cross 

Civil Protection Youth Canada 

 
 
PRIVATE SECTOR 

Canadian Chamber of Commerce 

Forest Products Association of Canada 

Genesis Resiliency 

Surrey Board of Trade 
 
PROVINCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Conservation Ontario 

Ecology Action Centre 

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL NGOs AND RESEARCH 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Canadian Association of Physicians for the 
Environment 

Canadian Cattle Association 

Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction 

Intact Centre for Climate Adaptation 

International Institute for Sustainable Development 

NAIMA Canada 

Passive House Canada 

Seneca College 

Smart Prosperity Institute 

The Pembina Institute 
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For more information or to arrange an interview with a Climate Proof Canada expert, please 

email Climate Proof Canada Media Relations at media@climateproof.ca. 
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