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Em’ITT.ﬁIII EERIHG CLUB OF ALASKA
p.0. Bax 2037

jnchorage, Alaska, 99501

EVENTS TO COUE

JHE LEDTING: A different time, & different place than the usual -— meeting
#ill be held on Llidsummer'sa Eve on Flattop. Pack a supper ené come after
gork. DBring firewocod, baseball bats or other items suitable for making merry.
Program will be a Demonstretiom and Audience Participation on the subject of

wgow to build rock shelters." UEDNESDAY, JUNE 21st.

* N %

spECTAL PROGRAM, FRIDAY, JUNE 16th, 8 p.m. at Uillow Park Community Center,

gth and FPairbanks. Boyd Everett will give a double barreled show consisting -
of & slide program on the first ascent of the W\ ridge of Lt 5t Elias in 19465,
and a movie on the Jest Ridge of Logan, done in 1566. This will be an excellent
program, don't miss it . Wo admission charge.

LR

ROCK SCHOOL, June 15, Thursdsy evening, & p.m. until dark, "Firsi Something"
grea on the Seward Highway. If you baven't attended earlier meetings of Rock
shool, information may be obtained from Ron Linder (TEL: 272-5368 home or
272-4401 work).

FEAK 6119, June 17, Saturday. (Otherwise lkmown =s Lt Viger, Byers Peak or the
Iatanuska liatterhorn) Long c¢limb up good trail and easy ridge. Views of
the northern Chugsch, Ploneer and ¥Knilk Glacier. LEADTR: Gary Hansen, 272=1145.

ROCE SCHOOL sessions will comtinue to be heald 'I‘hurada;!r evenings if there is
enough attendance. Dates are June 22 and June 29, ¥
SMITT HOUNTAIN, June 24, Saturday. Above the Crow Pass area. LEADER: Bill
ague, B62-0136.

HOPE TO KTWAT LAKE, July 1 through 4. ng hike with overnights at Forest
o, 00 Ko ™ LraDIR" Dave Dafoe, 33525592

UARY' § LIOUNTAIN, July 4, Tuesday. Long one-day ftrip with marvelous vies of
the Latanusks Velley. LEADER: Reod Wilsom, 272-621%

BOLD PEAK, 7528', July 15 & 16. COvernight trip, strenucus. Elevation gain
of approximately 6800'. LEADER: Hans van der Laan, 277-4251 (home).

L
Lrecutive Committee meeting was neot held this month. The next one will be
on Jednesdsy, July 5, at 3104 w. 30th, 8 p.m.

w ¥ ¥ W

The Kemai Chapter of the Alasks Conservation Society is sponsoring a number

of hiking and eanoce trips this summer on the Kenei Peninsula. Trips are only
“pen to ACS members and their friends. For more information contact the Kenai
Chapter, Box 563, Soldotne, Alasks, 99669.
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LISCRLLANIT
¥Bi :mERS: Hime York
JUBNSCN, Dave 3002 tendys \ay FTT=1942 270477
TMUKOSKI, Bruce 4320 Dawson St 277-8832
LT, James B PO Box 2376 (505 Znd Ave, Apt 201) 272-0107 277-4508
:ﬂﬂraaa Changea:
AN DER LAAN, Hens & Callie
. 1601 F 3treet 277T=-4251 277-7525
BDIHG, Helga 1815 NE Perkins Vay, Seattle mi 5-2889
B, REebert K 711 Dexter Horton Bldg, Seattle

177, Lewrance T.

1049 5th
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he following article is reprinted from the Anchorage TIMES. We don't know
pe author, but thought this lstter deserved scmewhat wider eirculation.

o DEFENEE OF MOUNTAIN CLIMRES by George F Eerbem, Jr.

pave been hearing and reading many comments on the subject of the MeKinley
el glnter aszcent, all of them negative. The last one, = letter to your paper from
3 grie Buge ((ed. note; Mr Herben refers to a particularly ignorant and abusive
1etter in the TIHES which suggeated that climbers seek their glory elsewhere,
guch a8 in Vietnam cnd not in risking rescuers! livas,)) is the final straw
jor me == I muat try to present something of the positive side, lest we find
qur legislatures passing laws against mountain climbing.

0y first ocbeervation is that many pecple whe criticize mountaineering are those
gho kmow the least about it. It is sasy to be critical of something mot under-
gttood because the critic need not bother fo gather facts, study, weet the peopls
jnvolved or put forth any effort other than that required fo belittle.

|

|

| 111 eriticlisn I've hoard or read includes remarks about the cost of rescue and

' the danger to rescuesrs. My only comment is ‘that more often thsn not, the rescuesrs
gre volunteers and as such &re, in my cpinion, above censure. If a man chocses

to rlsk his life to save another, that's his business and his alens. As for
rescuara inveolving non—volunteers it is obvious that anyome who has to engage

jn such work is being paid for it as are firemen, policemen, =te.

To many, mountaineering may seem A& foolhardy and pointless risk. It is not.

1t is no more so than any other outdoor aport. It is no mors so than was the
firgt traverse of 1he Anfdarctic continent, than was Dr Leakey's research into
pen's past in Africa, thau was the first manned space Jlight, than were any of
pen's efforts te enlarge his horizgons. Kan's growth depends almest entirely

wpon his courage, hiis foresight and what is beyond his grasp. Mountaineering
gtretches man's endurance, his patience, his courage and his knowledge of himself
anfl of his world and itas beauty.

Most men of achievement — da Vineci, Socrates, Wright, Franklin, Fulton, Whitney
and countless others —— were ne deoubt censurcd because they dared. Thoy dared
to feil.

I suspect that had the HeKinley winter party net suffored death and obstacles
beyond their contrsl, and had all the climbers resched the summit, and then
iescanded safely to Talkeetns, few voiceos would have been hesrd in judgement
pgrinst thom., Because they dared, and only partizlly suecesded, they are
condemned. Boceuse s man fell to his death in a creovasse, mountainecrs and
mountainaoring are condcmned.

L man died in pursuit of a goal only he could evaluate. Who are we to sa&y he
died foolishly? Iz our well-being s0 uncortain that we are cumpeilaq
to belittle those willing to sacrificc theirs to an ond of their own cheosing?

Harie Puge is sadly in error when she says mountain climbers "risk everyona's
life including their own to gain a little publieity ..." I darc say that such
i purpose iz last on the liet of reasens why men climb mountainas.

I camnot help but think that the disparagement of mounteineering is & symptom
of a pnationwide disecasc called "againstitis". It seems to be cathbing these
days. Tt ia charactorized mainly by the abuso of real achiavoment ahd valuos
of mediocrities. Unless treated early it may result in the pasaing away of &
great matien. It happened over 2000 years ago. The victim was ancicnt Greeoce.

*® £ W W

E"}E is published monthly by the Llountaineering Club of Alaska. Scree staff:
g Lundstrom, IiArge WUscgoe, Callie van der Laan, Carol DeVoe. Articles on

fips or other material to appear in Zcree should be sent to larie Lundstrom,

¥ 4-954, Anchorage 995037 or call 277-0546 (home) or 272-0554 (work).
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j(UNT SANTORD April 29, 30 - Hay 1, 2 Eill Babcoek

g th full equipment for the HCA-McKinley climb, Gayle MNienhueser, Leo Hannan,
ghet Hackney, Barney Seiler, Bill Hague and Bill Baboock departesd Anchorage

gf T Dems Friday and drove all night to Gakona. Ir Jack Jilscn met the climbers
pright end early end flew us to the 6400' level on the Sheep Glacier. The
gaaether was gpectacular, as it wes to be for the next four days. With packa
from 65 to 75 pounds, the climbers staggered up the glacier without snowshoas.
pill Babeock fell into 2 erevaase & half hour after starting up the glacier.
pfter a short discussion it was decided, despite the hard snow conditions, o
ut on snowshoes for the extra safety factor.The lower portion of the glacisr
s covered with crevasses and in places three deep crevasses were found within
100 feet of each other. Progress up the mountain was elow but by 5.30 we were
;11 tired out at the 9500 level. We guickly dug out tent platforms, with
¢het Hackney and Leo Hannan deoing moat of the work.

gpril 30th. The group waghp by 4 a.m. and wnderway by 7.30 a.m. e were
poginning to feel the effects of altitude and our pace was somewhat slower.
gortunately we pared down our heavy pecks scmewhat, by lesving a ceche at

500'. At about 10,000' the mountain levels off tc an enormous shoulder

shere walking was t:ona:é‘derabl;.r easier. At about the 10,550' level the nountain
pegine to rise at a 207 angle up to another plateau at 13,000'. By three in

the afterncon some of the climbers were feeling the effects of altitude sickness,
g0 another camp was established at 11,700'. Everyone welcomed a long "siesta"
pefore supper. As the climbers had planned only three days on the mountain,

it was decided tc teke a fourth day and to meke our summit bid the next day.

rey lst. The team belan preparations for the summit attempt at 2 a.m.

jecause of the altitude it took two hours before breakfast was finished. Dach
pembar cearried & 15 to 20 pound bivouac pack and by 4.30 a.m. the team was on
its way. Trogress was slow but Leo, Geyle, Chet, Barney and Bill all felt

za though they were becoming scclimi&tized, despite the short time on the
nountain. Orevesses again blocked the way and careful belaying of each climber
yes neceasary. The dey was clear but guety winds of 25 mph blew into the
¢limbers' faces. REach climber hed his own special way of koeping werm. Some
jut on heavy down parkas while others added layers hoping it would warm up
later in the day. However, the winds confinusd end temperature remained

very cold.

it 13,000' the mountain again levels off and there is a long tirescme walk

over to the actual base of the upper slopes. Visibility was perfect so the
teem photographer, Gayle Nienhueser, was taking many pictures. [veryone waa
still feeling fine, but those who had never been high before marvelled at the
receasity to move so slowly. At about 14,000' the team took a lunch breslk.

It was alrecdy neon and the winds were as bed as ever. The climbers found

sme protection in a broken-up section with preotective crevasses. After

some discussion it wes decided to leave our bivouac packs at this spot in case
vs were to spend the night away from camp. At 1.30 we wereon our way. Several
hmdred yards above, two large crevasses crossed our path. DEventually, =

thow bridge was found to cross the first, The second took more time and

i nerrow ice block was found wedged between the walls of the crevasse. It

Was necessary io tight rope across this narrow ice block, but all made it
tafaly. [Rach erossing wase carefully belayed and tool time. The final 1500°

of the mountain is fairly steep =- perhaps 30 to 35°., The snow was rock hard
¥ith some ice. Progress was about 1000' every three hours. By 3 p.m. we

vere at 15,100' and another three or four hours remained to get to the summit.
leo, Gayle, Chet and Barney felt well and wanted to continue. BEill explained
that it would be 2t least 6§ p.m. and probably later before the summit was
teached, That would mesn & bivouac away frem camp, and possibly mean that

the pickup by Jack Wilson would be missed. Bill felt that all climbers had
Bclimatized well and could be confident that they would acclimatizge on IHeKinley.
'ur descent to camp was tiresome snd seemed almoet as difficult ae going up.
dbout 1000' shbove camp, Barney fell into a deep crevasse. Chet and Bill held
fagt and Barney wes able to climb out by himself. Barney said that looking
intg the deep crevesse was just the toniec he needed, since hias headache di sappeared
lmediately.

Uy 2, peing exhausted the team slept until 7 a.m, Everyone got up slowly

ind hyeakfast was started and camp broken. The descent was blessed by beautiful

"sather and the photographer was busy again. e all felt that Barney had become
crevasse expert so we let him be the first to cross the multitude of enow

hﬂﬂgﬂa spenning the crevasses of the descent. Deapite Bill's feeling that
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pome of the bridges would not hold in the heat of the day, the team deacended
githout incident to 6400" where everyone stripped to the skivvies and took
4 snow bath. Shortly thereafter Jack "™Mlson arrived znd flew the team out.
gnother all-night drive and somehow all of us mede it to work on Uednesday.

LR

pOAK 6119 (BYERS PLRAK) April 22 & 23 Bill Babeock

phet Hackney, Leo Hannan and Gayle Hienhueser left at & a.m. with heavy
Pagka for Byers Peak., FEill Babeock and Bill Hague left later in the day to
peet with the rest of the group at the foot of the sieep climb leading to
the suwnmit. 411 the climbers got an early start and elimbed on rock-hard
gnow with soms ice to reach the summit st 8.30 a.n. 1eather was bezutiful
gnd & long hour was spent on top.

* & ® *

MOUNT GANNETT FIRST ASCENT, 10,0004 March 18-15-20 Hana van der Laan

farly Saturday morning Frank Nosek and I watched Osry Hemsen and Bill Long

e¢limb into an Alyeska Air Scrvice plane. Filot Huntley's instructions were to
drop them off &t the upper end of one of the spurs of the Knik Glacier amd return
to pick us up. We were not very plessed when all three came bach an hour and

g half later. The weather in the wvicinity of Gannett was poor so they had not
landed. Since it promised to be a relatively short climb, we decided to try
sffain the next morming.if the weather looked good.

Barly Sunday morning Cary and I were dropped on the glasier at about TOOO',
where we set up camp and were joined shortly be Bill and Frank. It was a = . .
gompletely clear and warm day with exocellent visibility. W: roped up and headed
for the northern spur of the mountain. Snow cond! ®ions were good and did not
require crampons until about BO00'. Tracks were seen in the snow up to sbout
B600", but positive identificatien (Ilynx, wolverine or ? ) was beyond the
capabilities of our party. The summit was reached in the early afterncon so

we stayed for some time enfjoying the view. While on top we reflected on a

P4 plane crash on Gannett's slopes which had taken the lives of all paasengers
and crew ineluding three close friends of our pilot.

At the appointed hour we were back in camp and scon 8 plane appeared to pick us

up. However, he cireled several times, dipped his wings and left. 4 15-20

knot wind hed come up and he considered i1t too risky to land. After a breeszy

night in the tent, the wind slacked off and we were awakened by the roar of an
engine outside. A quick trip got us back into town in time for a half day of work.

* & % W

WHITEQUT PEAK FIRST ASCENT, T135' May 27-28-29 Eill Haussr

Whiteout wes a special invitation climb for my Community Cellege mounteinearing
sourse. llembers of this miniature expedition were Kyle Atkins, Gordon Reese,
If. Charles Munns, Dr. Ward Hubert and I.

fe assembled our gisnt packs, wands, tents and stoves at the end of the Exlutna
Road and headed up the moraine. We put crampons om in order to assure positive
traction on the glacier. Just below the third icefall we ropad up and put on
skis because the glecier was covered with very wet snow. Some used skins and
others used ropea wrapped around the skis. e got to the small self-empiying
laks at the base of "Pieshler's Sliéc", packed our skis again and climbed up

to the MCA cabin. The sastest way around the “corner crevasses" and on to

the Fast Fork of the Meclutna is to go to the cabin and contour over to the
upper glaecier, so we went that way. No elevation was lost, and we again put om
our skis. The next five miles locked flat and purple Klister wax proved to be
superb for ski travel. There were some 21 crevasses about a mile up, but

these were all snow-covered and easily skirted. The unrelenting sun proved to
ba the real adversary end effective temperaturss seared to 00°. It 1s 2 long
road past Peril Peak to the pass between Peak 579% and Peak 6060, which we
called "Qentennial Pass." After swesting out our last grains of salt and s
sometimes seeking shade behind our packs, we arrived at the pass to & fantastic
view of the Northern Chugach, Upper Leke George and an infinite array of gient
peaks. This pass is & =mall rock garden surrounded by ice and it waa & great
relief to get off the super—Sshara reflector oven onto thia eye-relieving
garden. The elevation of "Centennial Pass" ia 5250', and the view is the best
I've geen in the Chugach. Ve cemped there at 5 p.m. after twelve hours of

. ¢limbing from the army carnival area at the end of the Hclutna Road. 'fe used
willow wands every 100 yards from the MCA cabin.
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rthe next day wes clear and the glaciers were glistening; Whiteout loocked easy

put was a leng way from camp. The bergschrund below "Centennial Pass" was sasily
proseed on our skia. At 7 a.m. the super-Sshara sun again resched its full
jnteneity. The viewa of Bashful, Baleful, Peril, Yukla and Beelzebub were

gquite alpine. e gained elevation easily to 6500'. Some towed their skis

and walked on the early-morning ice —— others used purple Klister wax. 4 wind-
glab=covered crevasse was negotiated by a nice snow bridge and the rock was

taken to the final snowy pyremidal summit. A rock cairn with register was

placad just ten feet behind or to the east of the actual summit. The view

was great and we spent an hour there taking pictures of the Western Chugach.

ga then skied roped up down a long ramp to Feak 6505 which we called "Warm
point". From here we could see the snout of the Yhiteout glacier, Upper Lake
george and the Lake Ceorge Olacier. ‘e built a ceirn and placed & register.

By now it was noon and avalanches broke the stillnessof the icefields, and the
qm was getting to all of us. The ski run down was classic. Kyle was on skis
for the first time and did as well as the others. Ue picked up all the wanda,
gech taking every fifth one. It was & greet relief to get off the super desart
o our rocky camp on "Centennial Pass?

The next day we got up late and climbed Peak 5795. It turned out to be a nice
rock scramble and & long glissade down. There waa evidence of army cans on the
gummit but we built a cairn, placed & regiuter and called it "Antardtic View."

ye slkied out in three hours to the cabin ueing hard wax. Three hours later

we arrived at the cars. This was an excellent ski tour for llay and we all falt
that "Centennial Pass" was the beat view in the Chugach. In the future this whol
whele area should be set cside as a Hational lNonument before it is too late.

the 'lestern Chugach is unique and the moat aceasible alpine area in Alaska.

»* E % ®

HOUNTAIN HCITERCLATURE = TwAdAdr &S Vin Hoeman

A —
It is hoped that IiCA will be represented when the State Geographic Board
| next meets in Juneau and discusses the names we heve proposed. Those currently
submitted are [IT. ALICE, local name for the highest pesk across Resurrection

pay from Seward; BEAUTY CREEK for the east fork of the stream above Lake
Bclutna; BLUE LAKE at the head of the North Fork of Campbell freek; BYRON PEAK

t the hesd of BE:;_;:RGiGI‘: CUL-DE-SAC GLACIFR in the Kichatna Cathedral

ap 'ﬁﬁ?‘@“ HARFPIES for the 14,445' peak near I'ount Bona recently climbed as
"lount Kobe'; ISTHLUS PEAK, 6532', overlooking Kenai Peninsula's isthmus;

JINX PEAK, the one we earlier tried to name Iynx in the Talkeetnas; NATANUSKA
PEAK, 6119', east of Palmer; NEAR POINT, an Ancherage landmark; POINTED PRAX
shove Lost Lake on the Kenai; RESURRRCTION FEAKS near bay and river of that
name; SALIX PTAK, generic name of willows, for highest in Willow Cteek drainage
of Talkeetnas; SHADOW and SHELF GLACIERS in the Kichatnas; SKYBUSTER PEAK

neer Kings i'ountain; SOGCY PEAK near Mount Yukla; SPYGLAS™ HILL and TRANQUILITY
TASS near It Foraker; and TATINA OLACIER in the Kichatnas. \le are also resub-
mitting most of the names that were turned down lest time without reasons being
Eiven for their rejection.

L. B

"GOAT ROCK" AWD WEST TWIN PEAK Hay 21 Grace Hoeman

Barly on J'ey 2lat Dave lleyers, Clerence Serfoss, Ned Lewis and I drove up
toward Lake Exlutne parking just before resching the lake. Ve went up the
ridge of Test Twin but decided to do "Goat Hock" first =s we hoped to traferse
21l three peaks, and so we traversed across the southfcce of West Twin to the
tol between "Qoat Rock" and West Twin. /e left the packs there, roped up, and
tackled the previously unclimbed east ridge of "Goat Rock". A delightful claea
5.4 pitch brought us to the summit which, according to the register, was
Previcusly reached by Vin Hoeman and s beercan, the former ueing the west ridge
&pproach end the latter unknown (see September, 1966, SCRHEE).

8nece clouda were forming, we descended rapidly, ate a hasty lunch at the ceol,
pMloked up our packs, and ascended the west ridge of VWest Twin where some

friction elimbing pleassed us. Ve reached the summit of West Twin, 5401', end
8Xamined the register, finding that Paul Crews was the firet to climb it in 1952.
"th time edvancing and obligstions bothering cur conscience, we dedic decided
to mave Tast Twin for another occasion and screed down the main south gully

&t full apeed.

The next day Dr. Oeorge Hole asked me if I was one of the four climbers seen
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gtop Boat Rock. He then told me that in Cetober, 1950, he saw from the
felutna Rosd what he believed to be goets near the summit of "Goat Roek,"
ge left his wife in the car, promised t¢ be right back, and ascended the west
ridge. Cn top of "Goat Rock" the gozis he hed seen furned out to be sheep
{out of season;. He drank no beer, descended via the west ridge and reachsd
his ear and slightly disgruntled spouse five hours after he left.

L

STRELSHLA HOUNTAIN, 5450° June 11 Vin Hoeman

ifter gulding a Prospectora Glub group on Listanuske Glacier the meorning of 11
June, Grace and I still had nearly hslf a day of beiutiful weather. Strelshla
liountain in the Talkeetna Range seemed 2 worthy goal as our friend, Hartin
Joorhees, had been injured on it in a reckslide yecrs ago and doubted if it had
peen climbed. We parked a mile in on the Victeory Bible Camp road, went up
through nies open aspen, and found many leaf foasils in the limestone of the
lower portion of the mountain. The upper part is = good reddish igneous rock
providing enjoyable friction on our 3E ridge reute. Ve were on top in two hours
and five minutes. liuch &3 we enjoy first ascents, it is a goeater thrill to
find an old record on a summit. The rock block summit was cairnless, but something
glittered on an earthquoke shattered ledge below. It wes & stainless [Tarble‘'s
matchbox, petented 1900, with the following record inside:

vithis 30th day of July 1955 climed to peak Goat trail route 4 hours asent;

gully between two peaks. (rough going) Patrick D Cohen Joel { Bardwell"

"ja got here also at 4.00 started at 1.30 on Aug. 4 1955

Dick Horton Xeith K. Shepard"
7Je put this old record with one of ocur own in a new canister in a =mzll cairm
and descended by easy scrembling on the south face.

* k ¥ ¥
*1I SCELLANT E*

irt Davidsen and Mairiis Kilcher were married om ilay 2%th at the ven der Laan’
house on the hill. Esch friend brought some poems or thoughts of their own
choosing, which were read aloud informally. 0(ne message Was given on the bagpipes
by Sperks Jewett before the wedding feast.
ol
The Crow Pass cabin was visited on June 11 by the van der Laans, Dave Johnaton,
Karen Courtwright and Fizloéta, The cabin was filthy and wes cleaned up.
Fleaze call Hans van der Lasn, 277-4251, before trips are mede to the cabin =0
that he may tell you what things need to be teken up there. Hans asuggeats that
firewood be carried up on all irips from the old mines below.
A
FOR SALE: one pair Hochland double boots, size 7. Call Grace Hoeman, 277-7871.
ke
4 secend ascent of Vhiteout was made on June 11 by Paul Crews, George M chman
and Lowell Thomas Jr., who flew in and then skied.
L E o
FPlease =end information on all first ascents and other gignificant elimba to
cmeree for easy reference by future climbers andfnr historians.
Ee e EEEE
Steffen and llarge isagoe repoert from Demmerk that they ascended the highest puiﬂt

in Dermark where they enjoyed the view before getting back in their oar to descend,
R

fountain =ilhouette in May Scree was Jelverine.
EEHRF

fn 30 liay Grace and Vin Heeman visited the 5T summit of Raggedtop Llountain,
520014, On 4 June Grace and Vin traversed Dast Twin Peak, 5873', up the east
ridge and down the Bouth gully, this latter route having been used by two
unknovn climbers the day befere. The summit cairn needs refuilding and the
register neecds replacement.

EEENR
i party led by Jack Henry is planning a four week climb of It Blackburn via
the southwest buttress starting from Chitina about Juna 23rd., Their fourth
man had to drop, and they are desperately in need of a good fourth man.
Cost from Chitina about $200. !rite to: Jack Henry, 1017 Jonas Ave, Albany,

Oregon, 97321.

e e

Spece is available in Sores for want ads of all sorts.
Rk

Don't forget Boyd Dverett's program on 5t Flias and logan to be given at Tillew
Park on Fridey, June l6th, at 8 p.m. (Bring folding chairs for the avening, if

possibla. )




