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We are living in a time of overlapping crises — inflation, 
a lack of affordable childcare, the ongoing pandemic, 
climate change-induced disasters. These issues  
inevitably impact us all, but the burden falls heaviest  
on the marginalized groups that can least afford it.  
A guaranteed income in and of itself would not solve 
all these problems, but it’s a critical tool to address their 
effects and fundamentally reshape our economy into  
one that finally works for all. 

Our mandate to do this is both moral and pragmatic.  
As leaders, we cannot stand by while our children go 
hungry and our constituents work themselves raw just 
to scrape by. We must also listen to our communities — 
coming out of midterm elections in which young people 
showed up en masse, energized by equity-creating  
programs like student loan forgiveness, we must  
invest in policies that build a fairer playing field.  
New data from across our pilots shows that guaranteed 
income does just that by going to those who are  
disproportionately affected by economic injustice: women 
and people of color. Recipients are able to stay home with 
a sick child, buy groceries without fear they’ll overdraw 
their account, and go back to school to train for a more 
lucrative career.

MGI continued its commitment to shifting narratives 
around cash and poverty, including a convening of  
Hollywood showrunners hosted by author Roxane Gay 
featuring panels with guaranteed income recipients,  
mayors and producers. MGI also advanced greater  
public understanding of guaranteed income with  
front-page articles focused on our work in the  
New York Times and Washington Post Magazine.

We saw public support increase at a rapid clip this  
year with our ranks surpassing 100 mayors, alongside 
record-setting public funding for guaranteed income  
programs. Cook County, IL announced the largest  
publicly-funded pilot to date. Cambridge, MA will  
expand its pilot to every family living in poverty in their 
city using only federal dollars. These milestones mark a 
major shift in this movement; from one that started out too 
‘risky’ for taxpayer dollars to a serious policy proposal 
that received a national test-run with last year’s expanded 
Child Tax Credit.

With more Senate support incoming in 2023, including  
Senator Raphael Warnock’s recent win in Georgia,  
there is a very real chance to revive the expanded CTC.  
In fact, President Biden has made its passage one of his 
key economic priorities. As we look ahead to the next 
year, we’re excited to make federal policy a reality 
through efforts like our feature-length documentary  
and field and power-building locally. 

This movement has progressed immeasurably in  
the two-and-a-half years since our founding, thanks  
to your courage and leadership. With your continued  
partnership, we are confident 2023 will give many more 
opportunities to bring the promise of a guaranteed income 
to reality and to end poverty in our country.

Thank you for your leadership in this moment! 

In Service, Michael Tubbs

Mayors for a Guaranteed Income

Letter from MGI Leadership

NOW!NOW!

As we reflect on this past year of achievements  
and setbacks, one thing is certain:  
the time for guaranteed income is



Other expenses included loan repayments,  
medical expenses, and tuition.

This year, MGI released a Data Dashboard that includes demographic  
and spending information from more than 20 pilots across the country.  
This information shows that families are using their supplemental cash  
payments to cover necessities — providing them with the opportunity,  

freedom and resilience they need to build financial security in the  
face of an uncertain economy and rising prices. 

The majority of the funds were spent on basic life necessities  
like food, household goods, and transportation.

Mayors for a Guaranteed Income

While none of the programs specifically targeted participants 
based on their race or gender, the majority of the funds went to... 

These demographic results show that guaranteed income can be a powerful  
tool in the immediate term to help Black and Brown families who are  
disproportionately facing serious financial problems because of inflation. 

The dashboard also included several new recipient stories from across the  
country, part of MGI’s efforts to shift negative narratives around people  
living in poverty to accurate ones rooted in dignity and respect.
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PEOPLE OF COLORWOMEN

were African American

77% of participants were women

23% of participants were men

less than 1% non-binary

were Mixed Descent

were Latino

were White

41%

33%

25%

16%

27%
was spent at  

grocery stores.

7%
went to housing  

and utilities. 

39%
was spent at  

retailers and discount  
superstores on things 

like clothes, food, 
household goods,  

and hygiene products.

9%
was spent on  
transportation  

costs like gas and  
car repair.

MGI unveiled the dashboard at the  
movement-wide Guaranteed Income 
Now conference, which took place  
near Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s  
neighborhood in Atlanta. The event  
included a fireside chat with MGI  
founder Michael Tubbs and MLK’s 
daughter, Dr. Bernice King, on the 
importance of continuing her father’s 
vision to eradicate poverty through a 
guaranteed income a half century later.

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Data Dashboard

Bloomberg News covered the exclusive 
of the data, supplemented by several 
additional national and local stories. 
The full dashboard can be accessed 
here, with aggregate tables on 
the next page. 

Less than 1% of total money tracked has
been spent at alcohol & tobacco retailers.

https://www.npr.org/2022/08/08/1115758381/inflation-black-communities-latino-native-american-families
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-09-28/for-more-than-20-guaranteed-income-projects-the-data-is-in
https://guaranteedincome.us/
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Aggregate Data

RACE IN %

WHITE 16.41%

41.43%

1.30%

3.97%

0.56%

26.83%

33.42%

AFRICAN AMERICAN

AMERICAN INDIAN/ALASKA NATIVE

ASIAN

NATIVE HAWAIIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER

LATINO

OTHER/MIXED

Aggregate Expenditure (in %) for  
categories across all cities until August 2022

CATEGORY

GRAND TOTAL

IN %

100 %

EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES 0.41%

5.52%

26.78%

1.52%

4.87%

39.02%

8.90%

5.64%

7.37%

FOOD AND GROCERIES

HEALTHCARE/MEDICAL EXPENSES

MISCALLENOUS EXPENSES

RETAL SALES AND SERVICES

TRANSPORT RELATED EXPENSES

TRAVEL/LEISURE/ENTERTAINMENT

HOUSING AND UTILITIES

FINANCIAL TRANSACTION  
INCLUDING BANK FEE AND LOANS

Aggregate Tables



While a federal guaranteed income is 
our North Star, MGI and our mayors 

advocated for a number of cash-based 
solutions to end poverty over the  
past year. We pursue advocacy  

opportunities to move the conversation  
forward about the benefits of a  
guaranteed income and lay the 
groundwork to pass targeted,  

permanent programs. 

Mayors for a Guaranteed Income

Pilots to Policy

MGI highlighted the California Success, Opportunity, 
and Academic Resilience Guaranteed Income Program 
(SB 1341), which guaranteed direct cash assistance to all 
homeless youth in 12th grade in the state (approximately 
15,000 students in CA). The legislation passed the  
Senate but not the Assembly, so Santa Clara County 
picked up the idea and passed a program for its  
homeless 12th graders for 2023. 

MGI mayors advocated for benefits waivers at the  
state and federal level to ensure pilot recipients are  
not adversely affected tax-wise for participating.  
We also informed policymakers about the need to  
ensure future permanent guaranteed income programs 
don’t lead to a benefits cliff.  

In November, California announced that it will award 
over $25 million in grant funding to seven guaranteed 
income pilot projects across the state. Each pilot  
will include monthly payments of $600 to $1,200,  
and the total program will impact a minimum of  
1,975 recipients - with an emphasis on pregnant  
women and transition age foster youth.

In June, Washington state released its  
Basic Income Feasibility Study, which concluded:

“The emerging evidence and momentum on basic  
income suggests its time has come. Social and  
ecnomic conditions of the 21st century have increased 
uncertainty for Washingtonians, making it harder for  
families to make ends meet and plan for the future.  
These conditions are not unique to Washington state –  
income and wealth inequality are at historic highs,  
accelerated trends in automation and artificial  
intelligence will continue to disrupt work, and the  
wages of low and middle income workers have  
largely been stagnant for 40 years.”

Our mayors highlighted the benefits of the expanded 
Child Tax Credit, a guaranteed income for families with 
children, and advocated to the Biden Administration to 
make it permanent.

Outgoing Long Beach, CA, Mayor Robert Garcia — who has led the creation of a pilot in 
his city — will be heading to Congress in January as the new Representative of the state’s 
42nd congressional district. As MGI’s ultimate goal is passing federal policy, having 
more champions of guaranteed income in Congress is crucial to achieving our strategic 
vision of a country that offers everyone the freedom and flexibility afforded by financial 
stability. Representative-Elect Garcia will be sworn into office on January 3 of 2023.

TARGETED GUARANTEED  
INCOME PROGRAMS

BENEFITS WAIVER

STATE-BASED SUCCESSES 

EXPANSION AND RETOOLING OF  
CURRENT FEDERAL GUARANTEED  
INCOME-TYPE PROGRAMS

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT        MAYOR ROBERT GARCIA

https://app.leg.wa.gov/ReportsToTheLegislature/Home/GetPDF?fileName=Universal%20Basic%20Income%20Pilot_de25f1fb-b4b7-4669-9d57-923d94ba4f53.pdf


Benjamin Florsheim
Middletown, CT

Jacob Frey
Minneapolis, MN

Eric Garcetti
Los Angeles, CA

Robert Garcia
Long Beach, CA

Kelly Girtz
Athens, GA
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Elizabeth Alcantar
Cudahy, CA

Jesse Arreguin
Berkeley, CA

London Breed
San Francisco, CA

Paul Deasy
Flagstaff, AZ

Thomas G. Ambrosino
Chelsea, MA

Aaron Brockett
Boulder, CO

Ras J. Baraka
Newark, NJ

Aja Brown
Compton, CA

Jorge O. Elorza
Providence, RI

Stephen K. Benjamin
Columbia, SC

Melvin Carter
Saint Paul, MN

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Alameda, CA

Daniel Biss
Evanston, IL

Justin Bibb
Cleveland, OH

Ravi Bhalla
Hoboken, NJ

Greg Fischer
Louisville, KY

Tom Barrett
Milwaukee, WI

Katjana Ballantyne
Somerville, MA

LaToya Cantrell
New Orleans, LA

Malik Evans
Rochester, NY

Mike Elliott
Brooklyn Center, MN
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Steve Adler
Austin, TX

Keisha Lance Bottoms
Atlanta, GA

Jake Day 
Salisbury, MD

More Mayors 
Leading the Way

Mayor Michael D. Tubbs
Founder/Chair, MGI
Stockton, CA

Poverty itself is a violence. We recognize 
when our people lack, when they cannot  
afford housing, when they cannot  
afford food or utilities - that's violent.  
We renounce all that. We recognize that 
what happens to one of us, happens  
indirectly to all of us. We are all in this  
fight together."

"

—Michael Tubbs
  (Stockton, CA)
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Jenny Durkan
Seattle, WA

Andre Dickens
Atlanta, GA
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Daniel Corona
West Wendover, NV

Pam Conine
Yellow Springs, OH

Todd Gloria
San Diego, CA

Martha Guerrero
West Sacramento, CA
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Mayors 
Leading 
The Way
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Dianne Martinez
Emeryville, CA

Eric Papenfuse
Harrisburg, PA

Bryan Osario
Delano, CA

Timothy Ragland
Talladega, AL

Aftab Pureval
Cincinnati, OH

Alex Morse
Holyoke, MA

Shawyn  
Patterson-Howard
Mt. Vernon, NY

Sasha Renée Pérez
Alhambra, CA

Maria Regan Gonzalez
Richfield, MN

William Peduto
Pittsburgh, PA

Satya  
Rhodes-Conway
Madison, WI

Ron Nirenberg
San Antonio, TX

Lauren Poe
Gainesville, FL

Elaine O'Neal
Durham, NC

Jerome Prince
Gary, IN

Mark Nagales
South San Francisco, CA

Chris Rogers
Santa Rosa, CA

Andre Sayegh
Paterson, NJ

Sumbul Siddiqui
Cambridge, MA

Libby Schaaf
Oakland, CA

Alejandra Sotelo-Solis
National City, CA

Steve Schewel
Durham, NC

Darrell Steinberg
Sacramento, CA

Brandon Scott
Baltimore, MD

Damon Seils
Carrboro, NC

Eddie Sundquist
Jamestown, NY

Andy Schor
Lansing, MI

Kate Stewart
Takoma Park, MD

Adrian Perkins
Shreveport, LA

Katie Rosenberg
Wausau, WI
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Tim Sandoval
Pomona, CA

Victoria Woodards
Tacoma, WA

Jenn Weaver
Hillsborough, NC

Anne Watson
Montpelier, VT

Dwan Walker
Aliquippa, PA

Alex Walker-Griffin 
Hercules, CA

Michael Vargas
Perris, CA

Sylvester Turner
Houston, TX

Christopher Taylor
Ann Arbor, MI

Randall Woodfin
Birmingham, AL

Alan Webber
Santa Fe, NM

Levar Stoney
Richmond, VA

Justin Wilson
Alexandria, VA

Patrick Wojahn
College Park, MD

Chokwe Lumumba 
Jackson, MS

Sangeetha Rayapati
Moline, IL

Daniel Lee
Culver City, CA

Nikylan Knapper
Maplewood, MO

Tishaura Jones
Saint Louis, MO

Cavalier Johnson
Milwaukee, WI

Van Johnson
Savannah, GA

Kamal Johnson
Hudson, NY

Ellen Kamei
Mountain View, CA

Tim Keller
Albuquerque, NM

Jim Kenney
Philadelphia, PA

Christy Holstege
Palm Springs, CA

Waylyn Hobbs, Jr.
Hempstead

Sue Himmelrich
Santa Monica, CA

Michael Hancock
Denver, CO

Reed Gusciora
Trenton, NJ

Don Hardy
Kinston, NC

Rodney Harris
Miami Gardens, FL

Quentin Hart
Waterloo, IA

Lauren Meister
West Hollywood, CA

Lindsey Horvath
West Hollywood, CA

Svante Myrick
Ithaca, NY
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Leading 
The Way
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CONTINUED

BIG NEWS!

From a moment to a movement —  
we launched Mayors for a Guaranteed  
Income with 11 mayors and 1 pilot program. 
Now, we’re at 100+ mayors and running 
dozens of guaranteed income pilots  
across the country. 
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From11 to 102 Mayors

Across 31
Different States

Representing 29  
Million Americans

Since launching, 
MGI has grown...

Jack Dorsey’s #startsmall, California Community Foundation,  
Carol Tolan, W.K. Kellogg Foundation, Arrow Impact,  

Bloomberg Philanthropies, The California Wellness Foundation,
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, Silicon Valley Community Foundation, 

and Wells Fargo Foundation

Thank you to our Funders

Mayors for a Guaranteed Income

in direct, unconditional relief
to everyday Americans.

$210 MILLION

Between the pilots that have already started 
disbursements and those that are in the works, 

our coalition will provide more than


