
The Rhode Island State House Restoration Society invites community members,

activists, architects, landscape architects, artists, futurists and engineers to

participate in a national design ideas competition to reimagine a Rhode Island

State House for the future. The competition, called My State House, asks

participants to reconsider this iconic building and its expansive grounds,

suggesting interventions that would make the Rhode Island State House more

welcoming, accessible, dynamic, and available for community use.

CALL FOR
DESIGN IDEAS

Since the turn of the last century, when many

American State Houses were designed (including

this one), our political culture has transformed

dramatically. And yet our Capitols have not really

changed: they are preserved as historic houses,

often with period furniture and artwork, and with

grounds that may be parklike, but are not often

designed or programmed for a full range of

public use.

What should the State House of the 22nd century

look like? What spaces should it contain, to serve

what kinds of activities? These campuses were

built to house the offices of elected state officials

and the legislative chambers of state government,

which they still do. Although they were not

designed for this purpose, State Capitol

campuses now serve as the site of rallies, protests

and other actions that are designed to peacefully

communicate public opinion. 

BACKGROUND
Over the last twenty years in particular, these

buildings have also been the site of violent and

sometimes tragic actions carried out by armed

members of the public, which has led to

heightened security in State Capitols and on their

grounds. As civic culture changes, State Capitols

change.  

My State House is a community research 

project and national ideas competition

intended to catalyze creative 

conversations about the role State Houses 

might play in the civic and social life of 

today’s cities. While it takes the 

Rhode Island State House as its site 

of inquiry, the project has 

relevance beyond the borders 

of the smallest state. 
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Register now! Final submissions are due January 12, 2022 by 11:59pm EST. 

https://forms.gle/iEtr1rLNFBX2cbFE9


The Rhode Island State House is the seat of state

government, and a magnificent example of

American Renaissance architecture. The

Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of

State and General Treasurer have their principal

offices in the building, and it also holds the

legislative chambers for Rhode Island’s General

Assembly. Other building highlights include the

State Reception Room, the State Library, and the

Charter Museum, which houses Rhode Island’s

1663 Royal Charter alongside other historic

documents and objects. The building is open to

the public during regular business hours.

The State House was designed by the renowned

architecture firm McKim, Mead & White, winners

of a nationwide competition to design a new

State House for Rhode Island. Although based in

New York, the firm was well known in the Ocean

State having designed the Narragansett Pier

Casino, the Newport Casino, and homes for many

prominent residents. Construction took nine years,

from 1895-1904, and the Rhode Island State House

is the only capitol building designed by McKim,

Mead & White.

ABOUT THE RHODE ISLAND
STATE HOUSE

Rhode Island was the richest state per capita at

the turn of the century and the State House

reflects this wealth. It is made of marble, quarried

in Georgia, was one of the first major public

buildings to have electricity, and boasts the fourth

largest self-supported marble dome in the world,

following those on St. Peter’s Basilica, the

Minnesota State Capitol, and the Taj Mahal.

The State House was placed on the National

Register of Historic Places in 1970, and much of

the interior decoration is original, or closely

resembles the original design. This includes paint

colors, lighting fixtures, and some of the furniture.

The State House Restoration Society has worked

closely with state agencies on several restoration

and conservation projects since its inception in

1995. Tours of the building are managed by the

Secretary of State’s office. More information is

available on the Department of State website.  

Detailed information about the building and

its site are available in Appendix I, at the end

of this document. Historic and contemporary

photographs of the building and its grounds

are available in Appendix II.

Scan the QR code to take a 
3D tour of the Rhode Island
State House

english Español
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https://www.sos.ri.gov/divisions/civics-and-education/ri-state-house
https://www.sos.ri.gov/divisions/civics-and-education/ri-state-house
https://www.sos.ri.gov/divisions/civics-and-education/ri-state-house
https://www.flickr.com/photos/193636894@N06/albums/72157719905743289
https://www.flickr.com/photos/193636894@N06/albums/72157719919078949


My State House is a multi-phase community-

driven ideas competition. In its first phase (June -

September 2021), project coordinators attended

approximately 30 events throughout Rhode Island

where they invited community members to draw

activities or interventions onto one of six maps of

the Rhode Island State Capitol showing the

building’s interior and exterior spaces -- they

were asked to draw or describe changes that

would make the building and its grounds more

inviting and more accessible for a range of

community uses.  

In all, over 300 maps were made by participants,

ranging in age from 4 to 74, at festivals, farmers’

markets, neighborhood meetings, and in

classrooms. These maps have been numbered and

scanned and are available here.

IDEAS COMPETITION:
OVERVIEW

The second phase of the project (October 2021 -

January 2022) invites community members,

activists, architects, landscape architects, artists,

futurists and engineers to participate in a national

design ideas competition to reimagine the State

House of the future by submitting design concepts

based on one or more of the community-made

maps from the first phase. Like the community

maps, these submissions will also be made

available online once the deadline for proposals

has passed.

From these submissions, a jury will select up to

seven individuals/teams to receive an honorarium

of $1,500 to expand their concepts into more fully

developed proposals, due May 10, 2022. In the

third phase, the final proposals will be exhibited in

the Lower Level Gallery of the Rhode Island State

House from June - October 2022. Based on data

from past years, project organizers expect that

over 19,000 people will come through the building

while the exhibition is on view. 
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/193636894@N06/albums/72157719948122200


 2-3 drawings, sketches, illustrations, collages or any other mixed-media form of visual

representation that captures your vision for the site.

 A written narrative of no more than 350 words that describes your intervention and how it is

intended to impact community use of this site. Please give this narrative a title, and please

indicate the community-made map numbers that inspired your proposal using the map numbers

on the project’s Flickr site. If your text is not in English, please provide an English translation. 

Please indicate if you or anyone on your team is from Rhode Island by adding a statement

at the end of the narrative (for example, "Team Members X and Y are from Rhode Island.")

This statement will not count against your word count.

 Please do not include names or other identifying information in the PDF, including on the

drawings/visual representation or in the text of the narrative, as submissions will be

reviewed anonymously. If any identifying information appears in the PDF, it may be returned

to you so that it can be revised before Jury review.        

 Please name the PDF submission with your Team Name. This may be your name only if you

are submitting as an individual (first name, last name), or this may be the name of the team

that is participating. Note: a project team member who is not a juror will record the Team

Names but will pass complete submissions on to the Jury without identifying information.

 Keep file sizes under 6MB.  

1. Complete the registration form, linked here. The registration form should be completed in advance of

your submission. Please make a record of the Team Name that you use on this form, as you will need this

when you submit your concept.

2. Submit your concept as a single PDF that includes the following:

a.

b.

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

IDEAS COMPETITION:
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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Note: all submissions become the property of the Rhode Island State House Restoration Society, and may be used on the

organization’s website, in social media posts, or in the final My State House exhibition. 

We encourage non-RI persons or teams to partner with RI designers, artists, creatives, architects, or

landscape architects to deepen their understanding of the project and support local talent. We also

strongly encourage the creation of teams that include people with lived experience being part of

marginalized communities.

3. For those who would like to submit draft concepts for feedback, you may do so by 12/5/21 

Project organizers will share feedback by 12/19/21.

4. Final submissions must be emailed to mystatehouseri@gmail.com by 11:59pm EST on 1/12/22.

Questions or concerns may be emailed at any time to mystatehouseri@gmail.com. Participants will be

notified if their concepts were selected to advance to the next phase of the project by January 26, 2022. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/193636894@N06/albums/72157719948122200
https://forms.gle/iEtr1rLNFBX2cbFE9
mailto:mystatehouseri@gmail.com
mailto:mystatehouseri@gmail.com


One to three 30” x 40” display boards in PDF format that must include a project title, visual

representations of your concept, and a short narrative (about 1,000 words) that explains your

approach and your project’s objectives. This must be submitted digitally. No physical boards will be

accepted.    

Visual representations may include any of the following: drawings, illustrations, collages, or other

mixed-media representations of your concept; or annotated maps, plans, or photographs of the

building and site. Please keep in mind that this exhibition is intended for a general audience of all

ages as you create your display boards.  

Up to seven submitted concepts will be selected by a Jury to advance to the final phase of the project,

an exhibition at the Rhode Island State House during the summer of 2022. Notifications will go out by

January 26, 2022 to the selected exhibitors. Each exhibitor (either an individual or a team, if the

concept was submitted by a team) will receive an honorarium of $1,500 to develop his/her/their

concept into a more detailed proposal. Honoraria will be made in two payments, one half at the time

of selection and the balance when materials are received for the State House exhibition. 

Final submissions are due by email to mystatehouseri@gmail.com 

by May 10, 2022 and must include:

The project organizers are planning a series of public programs during the exhibition, which may

include an evening panel conversation with all exhibitors if travel funds can be secured. More

information will be forthcoming in the spring of 2022.  

Note: all submissions become the property of the Rhode Island State House Restoration Society, and may be used on the

organization’s website, in social media posts, or in the final My State House exhibition. 

EXHIBITOR NOTIFICATIONS,
HONORARIA & EXHIBITION
REQUIREMENTS   
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October 5, 2021: Open Call for Design Ideas Begins

December 5, 2021: Draft Submissions Can Be Shared for Feedback (Optional) 

January 12, 2022: Final Design Concepts Due / Competition Closes

January 26, 2022: Final Exhibitors Announced

May 10, 2022: Exhibitors’ Final Submissions Due

June 2, 2022: Exhibition Opens

October 2022: Exhibition Closes

COMPETITION &
EXHIBITION TIMELINE

mailto:mystatehouseri@gmail.com


Q. Are group submissions allowed?

A. Yes! You may submit a team proposal or an individual one.

Q: Must I or one of our team members live or work in Rhode Island? 

A: No -- but we encourage you to team up with a Rhode Islander if you don’t know the site or state very

well, so you are tuned in to local community concerns, questions or feelings about this space.

Q: I’m a student. Can I submit a proposal?

A: Yes! 

Q: I love some of the drawings and photographs in the Appendix! Can I use one (or more) as the

basis for my concept submission, adding drawings/photographs/illustrations/words to it and

submitting that as one of my concepts?

A: Yes! We love a good remix!

Q: May I submit more than one proposal?

A: Yes! You may submit more than one proposal, including one as an individual and one as part of a

team, or as a part of multiple teams. You may even submit multiple individual proposals.

FAQ
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Rhode Island State House Restoration Society

Rhode Island Foundation

Rhode Island Council for the Humanities

Department of Art, Culture + Tourism, City of Providence

Rhode Island Department of State

John Nicholas Brown Center for Public Humanities and Cultural Heritage, Brown University

PVDFEST

DESIGNxRI

PROJECT PARTNERS

Funding provided in part by a grant from the Rhode Island Council for the Humanities,
through the Rhode Island Culture, Humanities, and Arts Recovery Grant (RI CHARG)
program. This program was made possible thanks to the National Endowment for the
Humanities, via funds from the federal American Rescue Plan Act.
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APPENDIX I
Site Specs:

Year Built: 1900

Grounds acreage: 14.6

Square footage of building: 218,816 sq feet

Parking Spaces: 263 (including 6 ADA compliant spaces and 0 van spaces)

Google Maps View of the Project Site:
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APPENDIX II
Images of the Rhode Island State House
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/193636894@N06/albums/72157719905743289


APPENDIX II
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APPENDIX II
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APPENDIX II
State House Schematics

MY STATE HOUSE: CALL FOR DESIGN IDEAS

https://www.flickr.com/photos/193636894@N06/albums/72157719905743289


APPENDIX II
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APPENDIX II
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APPENDIX II
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APPENDIX III
Community Mapping Worksheets
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