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Celebrate Matariki with 
some winter reading

MATARIKI marks the passage of another year; a time both to remember the dead and to celebrate 
new life; to reflect on the previous year, and to let it go; to look to the promise of a new season and 

a new year. In the past, in the cold months around Matariki, people would gather to keep warm, 
share kai and share knowledge through pūrākau (stories) and song . . . here are some new books 

from Aotearoa to share this winter.

KO FLIT TE TĪRAIRAKA ME TE MAHERE MATARIKI
Kat Quin, trans. Pānia Papa
9781775436539
FLIT THE FANTAIL AND THE MATARIKI MAP
Kat Quin
9781775436355
Join Flit the fantail and friends on a night-time adventure to capture a star 
shining brightly on the horizon. In so doing, Flit learns about the Matariki 
stars and navigation.

TIKANGA
LIVING WITH THE TRADITIONS 
OF TE AO MĀORI
Francis & Kaiora Tipene
9781775541752
The Tipenes share how they bring 
the traditional values of tikanga 
Māori to day-to-day life, whānau, 
mahi and manaakitanga, and how 
their life is rich with the concepts of 
te ao Māori.

THE ALARMIST
FIFTY YEARS MEASURING 
CLIMATE CHANGE
Dave Lowe
9781776564187
The Alarmist is the exhilarating 
autobiography of a pioneering Kiwi 
scientist who has dedicated his life 
to sounding the alarm on climate 
change.

TE KAI A TE RANGATIRA
LEADERSHIP FROM THE MĀORI 
WORLD
9781988587738
Te Kai a te Rangatira offers rare insights 
from the rich world of Māori leadership. 
Thirty rangatahi  interviewed more 
than one hundred Māori leaders across 
Aotearoa to produce this book. 

MĀORI PHILOSOPHY
INDIGENOUS THINKING FROM 
AOTEAROA
Georgina Stewart
9781350101654
Covering the symbolic systems and 
worldviews of the Indigenous peoples of 
Aotearoa, New Zealand, this book is a 
concise introduction to Māori philosophy.

POLYNESIA 900-1600
Madi Williams
9781988503233
A concise overview of the history 
of Aotearoa New Zealand, Rēkohu 
Chatham Islands, and Rapa Nui Easter 
Island, offering a fresh perspective that 
incorporates oral traditions, historical 
analysis and archaeology.

KELCY TARATOA
WHO AM I?
Warren Feeney
9780995132924
A fully illustrated bilingual English and 
Te Reo publication translated by Hēni 
Jacob (Ngāti Raukawa). It traverses the 
artist’s life from Levin to his wharenui at 
Rangiwaea marae.

BWB TEXTS
BWB Texts (over 80 available) are short 
books on big subjects! This acclaimed 
series is one of NZ’s most influential 
platforms for discussion, ideas and critical 
analysis.

HE POU HIRINGA
GROUNDING SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY IN TE AO MĀORI
Katharina Ruckstuhl, Merata 
Kawharu and Maria Amoamo (eds)
9781988587486
This book brings together writing on the 
big questions about the role of Māori, 
tikanga and mātauranga in shaping 
science and technological innovation.

FROM THE CENTRE
Patricia Grace
9780143775614
The remarkable memoirs of a remarkable 
writer. With photographs and quotes from 
her many, hugely loved books, Patricia 
Grace takes us through her life’s story.

UPRISING
WALKING THE SOUTHERN ALPS OF 
NEW ZEALAND
Nic Low
9781925355284
Uprising is an invitation to travel one of 
the world’s most spectacular landscapes in 
the company of Māori explorers, raiding 
parties, and gods.

THE COMMERCIAL HOTEL
John Summers
9781776564217
Combining reportage and memoir, 
The Commercial Hotel is a sharp-eyed, 
poignant yet often hilarious tour of 
Aotearoa.

HARPERCOLLINS
TPB  $39.99

VICTORIA UNI PRESS
PB  $40.00 

BRIDGET WILLIAMS 
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CANTERBURY UNI PRESS | OUT IN AUGUST
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SCHOLASTIC
PB $19.99 EACH

A CLEAR DAWN
NEW ASIAN VOICES FROM 
AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND
Paula Morris & Alison Wong 
(eds)
9781869409470
This landmark collection of poetry, 
fiction and essays by emerging 
writers is the first-ever anthology 
of Asian New Zealand creative 
writing. 

AUCKLAND UNI 
PRESS
FLXB $49.99

RANGIKURA
Tayi Tibble
9781776564248
The fiery second collection by Tayi 
Tibble. These poems ask us to think 
about our relationship to desire and 
exploitation. They are both nostalgic 
for, and exhausted by, the pursuit of 
an endless summer.

VICTORIA UNI PRESS
PB  $25.00
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AROHA
Dr Hinemoa Elder
9780143775225
The timeless wisdom of Māori 
proverbs: 52 traditional sayings 
explained by respected Māori 
psychiatrist Dr Hinemoa Elder, 
showing us how we can live better 
lives, in harmony with the planet.

PENGUIN
HB $30.00

THE ABUNDANT GARDEN
A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO 
GROWING A REGENERATIVE 
HOME GARDEN
Niva Kay & Yotam Kay
9781988547718
Niva & Yotam Kay of Pakaraka 
Permaculture on the Coromandel 
Peninsula share their long experience 
of organic gardening in this 
comprehensive book on how to 
create and maintain a productive and 
regenerative vegetable garden.

THE FORAGER’S TREASURY
THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO 
FINDING AND USING WILD 
PLANTS IN AOTEAROA
Johanna Knox
9781988547671
A New Zealand guide to the art of 
foraging - a comprehensive guide 
to finding sustainable, free and 
fascinating plants.

HUNTING LIFE
MOMENTS OF TRUTH
Peter Ryan
9781988538723 
This is a classic hunting memoir in the 
purest sense featuring plenty of yarns, 
intrepid journeys and close encounters 
with prey from an acknowledged 
master of outdoor literature.

BEACHCOMBING
A GUIDE TO SEASHORES OF THE 
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE
Ceridwen Fraser
9781990048005
If you’ve ever walked along a beach 
or rocky shore and wondered at 
the things cast upon it by the waves, 
Beachcombing is for you. Teaching 
notes available.

KIWI FARMERS’ GUIDE TO LIFE
RURAL TALES FROM THE 
HEARTLAND
Tim Fulton
9781988538693
Tim Fulton tells the stories of New 
Zealand farmers – capturing the joy 
of rural life, and the trials of racial 
discrimination, waterway pollution 
and parasite control.

MY DARLING LEMON THYME 
EVERY DAY
OVER 100 VEGETARIAN & 
GLUTEN FREE RECIPES
Emma Galloway
9781775541592
Spiced pumpkin snacking cake, Pea, 
mint & halloumi fritters and Mushroom 
& lentil lasagne are among the 
beautiful, nourishing, simple-to-make 
and absolutely delicious recipes in the 
third book from Emma’s home kitchen.

LABOUR SAVING
Michael Cullen
9781988547855
A fascinating and in-depth insight 
into the extraordinary career of one 
of our most important politicians, 
who was instrumental in shaping 
the development of Aotearoa New 
Zealand.

A HIGH COUNTRY LIFE
TALES & RECIPES FROM A NEW 
ZEALAND SHEEP STATION
Philippa Cameron
9781988547473
A High Country memoir of life 
through the seasons on a large sheep 
station, with delicious recipes.

FIFTY YEARS A FEMINIST
Sue Kedgley
9780995135444
One of New Zealand’s best known 
feminists tracks the development of 
feminism over the last five decades 
and its intersection with her life. 
Women have come so far, but there’s 
still so far to go.

DRESSED
FASHIONABLE DRESS IN 
AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND 
1840 TO 1910
Claire Regnault
9780994146069
This richly illustrated and lively 
social history explores the creation, 
consumption and spectacle of 
fashionable dress in Aotearoa New 
Zealand from 1840 to the early 
1900s.

FAKING IT
Kyle Mewburn
9780143775188
Candid, funny and emotionally 
powerful, this is writer Kyle 
Mewburn’s true story of growing up 
transgender.

MY MOTHER AND OTHER 
SECRETS
Wendyl Nissen
9781988547213
Uncovering old family secrets 
leads Wendyl Nissen to a better 
understanding of her mother.

MENTAL FITNESS
BUILD YOUR MIND FOR 
STRENGTH AND RESILIENCE 
EVERY DAY
Dr Paul Wood
9781775541677
The bestselling author of How 
to Escape from Prison, prisoner-
turned-psychologist Paul Wood 
on developing the mental strength 
and fitness to take on all of life’s 
challenges.

TIMES LIKE THESE
ON GRIEF, HOPE & REMARKABLE 
LOVE
Michelle Langstone
9781988547527
A quietly astonishing collection of 
personal essays from one of New 
Zealand’s most exciting new voices.
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TWO SHAKES OF A LAMB’S 
TALE
THE DIARY OF A COUNTRY VET
Danielle Hawkins
9781775541585
A charming, sometimes 
heartbreaking, often laugh-out-loud 
journey through the seasons with a 
New Zealand vet. 

HARPERCOLLINS
TPB  $37.99
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TEN ACCEPTABLE ACTS OF ARSON
AND OTHER VERY SHORT STORIES
Jack Remiel Cottrell
9781988503257
These finely-tuned flash fictions traverse 
sci-fi, fantasy, comedy, horror, romance, 
and hybrids of all of these. Has Jack 
worked out how to pack an entire 
universe into a pocket-sized capsule?

LOOP TRACKS
Sue Orr
9781776564255
Loop Tracks is a major New Zealand 
novel, written in real time against the 
progress of the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the New Zealand General Election and 
euthanasia referendum.

THE PIANO GIRLS
Elizabeth Smither
9780995132986
Twenty funny, tender, sharply 
observed short stories written in a 
style that is engaging, humorous, but 
always compassionate. “Everything 
she writes is an instant delight.” Steve 
Braunias

BOTH FEET IN PARADISE
Andy Southall
9781988595382
Adam is stranded in Sāmoa, with no 
flights or way to contact his family. 
Frustrated, he meets Eve, who feels 
strangely familiar. “I LOVED this 
book. Funny, moving, original and 
surprising.” — Catherine Robertson.

CRAZY LOVE
Rosetta Allan
9780143776284
The quirky, warm and credible love 
story of two unconventional people, 
set against a backdrop of 1980s 
Napier, Auckland during the GFC, 
and last year’s lockdown. Caution: 
may cause nostalgic feelings for 
shoulder pads and Robert Muldoon.

SISTA, STANAP STRONG!
A VANUATU WOMAN’S 
ANTHOLOGY
Mikaela Nyman & Rebecca Tobo 
Olul-Hossen (eds)
9781776564200
New writing from Vanuatu by three 
generations of women – poetry, 
fiction, essay, memoir, and song, its 
narrative arc stretches from the days of 
blackbirding to Independence in 1980 
to Vanuatu’s coming of age in 2020.

BEFORE YOU KNEW MY NAME
Jacqueline Bublitz
9781760878856
An extraordinary, unputdownable 
debut novel exploring trauma, 
connection, and our cultural obsession 
with dead girls.

BURST KISSES ON THE ACTUAL 
WIND
Courtney Sina Meredith
9780995118096
This collection is a tapestry of 
surprising and shifting verse, focused 
on connection and displacement, the 
blurring between internal landscapes 
and longed for realities. 

BACK TO YOU
Tammy Robinson
9781869714307
What happens when a couple are 
torn apart just at the moment when 
they fall in love? THE MADISON GAP

Patricia Donovan
9780473565671
A mesmerising and explosive 
story of a woman’s awakening. 
Donovan evokes the angst of family 
discordance and captures the disquiet 
and uncertainty that comes when 
dreams are challenged by reality.

BRASS BAND TO FOLLOW
Bryan Walpert
9781990048043
Bryan Walpert’s lyric poems range in 
focus from flowers to infinities, from 
laundry to eternity, and the bewildering 
nature of time passing – of growing up 
and growing older.

GRETA & VALDIN
Rebecca K. Reilly
9781776564194 
Set in a world that is deeply familiar 
(but also a bit sexier and more stylish 
than the real one), Greta & Valdin will 
speak to anyone who has had their 
heart broken.
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MARY EGAN | OUT IN AUGUST
PB  $29.95

Stories & poems to 
warm you up, head to toe

UNSHELTERED
Clare Moleta
9781761100758
Alternatively tender and terrifying, an 
engrossing, unpredictable novel that 
keeps us in suspense all the way to 
the end. A brilliant feat of imagination 
that asks if our humanity is the only 
protection we have left.

SCRIBNER
TPB  $35.00
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MY CAT CAN SEE GHOSTS
Emily Jo
9780995118072
A delightful tale that celebrates our 
feline friends in all their quirks, and 
explains why they deserve a warm 
spot on the bed after a busy day 
spent keeping all the ghosts away.

THE MEMORY THIEF
Leonie Agnew
9780143775720
A captivating and magical junior 
novel about a girl who wants to 
escape her memories and a troll who 
is desperately trying to remember his, 
from the author of Conrad Cooper’s 
Last Stand.

KIWICORN’S FLURRY OF 
FEELINGS
Kat Quin
9780995124608
This story of resilience explains that 
we all feel difficult feelings from time 
to time, but recognising and letting 
go of those emotions can be the best 
feeling of them all.

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF EDDIE 
MCGRATH
Brigid Feehan
9781990035005
Eddie has won an essay competition 
but she turns the prize down. A 
spirited story about the times when 
what we think we don’t want, turns out 
to be more than we could hope for.

TE KĀHUI O MATARIKI 
THE MATARIKI STAR CLUSTER
Sharon Holt
9780995134997
This bilingual Te Reo Singalong book 
focuses on each of the nine stars in the 
Matariki cluster and their relationship 
to the environment.

AOTEAROA LOST WORLDS
Dave Gunson
9781988538662
New Zealand has been host to an 
amazing variety of animals and 
plants - dinosaurs large and small, 
great sea reptiles, crocodiles, giant 
moa, many of them found nowhere 
else in the world.

KŌWHAI AND THE GIANTS 
Kate Parker
9780473528904
Follow Kōwhai as she discovers a tiny 
seed’s hope to build a great forest.

MANGROVE
Glenda Kane & Lisa Allen
9781988538716
This unique and quite exceptional 
children’s picture book describes 
the life cycle of a mangrove with 
charming rhyming text and beautiful 
illustrations. The hero of the story is 
the mangrove tree.

CAPTAIN CAT
Joan Joass & Bob Darroch
9780947506865
Two mischievous cats jump aboard 
Dad’s loosely tethered dingy to 
sample his bait, and sail off on 
an unscheduled journey. Another 
hilarious Kiwi classic from the creators 
of the 2020 success, The Longdrop. 

THREE SCOOPS
STORIES FROM DAVID HILL
David Hill
9781990035029
Three moments in time from one of 
New Zealand’s favourite writers of 
junior fiction.

ENOUGH
A STORY ABOUT COMMUNITY
Sarah Johnson
9780473557089
In Hana’s street there is not enough. 
So Hana decides to do something 
about it. Enough is a story about 
community, kindness and the power of 
helping hands.

IN OUR OWN BACK YARD
Anne Kayes
9781988538747
This book addresses signficant turning 
points in New Zealand history - the 
1981 Springbok rugby tour and the 
pandemic which impacted us in 2020. 

PROTEST
SHAPING AOTEAROA
Mandy Hager
9780995117693
A look at protest in New Zealand: 
from Hone Heke to Parihaka to the 
land march, votes for women, the 
nuclear test ban, to climate change 
marches.

NORTH & SOUTH
A TALE OF TWO HEMISPHERES
Sandra Morris
9781925381801
A beautiful picture book about 
animals around the world through the 
months of the year -from an award-
winning New Zealand author and 
illustrator.

CELIA SEAGULL AND THE 
PLASTIC SEA
Nicole Miller
9780473568719
Join Celia Seagull as she gathers 
plastic pieces from the ocean to build 
a bigger, better nest. Celia is too busy 
to help the sea creatures who are 
tangled in the scrap.

RUSH RUSH
Eleanor de Roo, illus. Jenny 
Cooper
9780995117617
A wonderfully lyrical read-aloud 
poem describing the joyous run from 
home to the beach, with all the sights, 
sounds and smells that capture the 
moment - interpreted by award-
winning illustrator Jenny Cooper.

DISPLACED
Cristina Sanders
9781760653347
An enthralling historical novel of 
immigration, courage and first love 
from an award-winning New Zealand 
author (and winner of the Storylines 
Tessa Duder Award 2020).

LIT
STORIES FROM HOME
Ed. Elizabeth Kirkby-McLeod
9781990035067
Sixteen stories from Aotearoa 
exploring ideas about identity, 
activism awareness, coming-of-age, 
society, and family. 

VIOLET BLACK
Eileen Merriman
9780143775423
Violet Black and Ethan Wright are 
both in a coma after contracting 
the lethal M-fever, and the sinister 
Foundation is trying to hunt them 
down. The first book in a fast paced 
trilogy.
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For younger readers

TE HIPO HUNA
Juliette MacIver, illus. Sarah 
Davis, nā Karena Kelly i 
whakamāori
9781776573103
A te reo Māori edition of this deft and 
delightful tale, packed with word play 
and madcap energy.GECKO PRESS

PB  $19.99
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