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Public schools vs Loaded Dice
Set Up to Deliver Disadvantage

. Commonwealth overfunds private schools until at least 2029
. Commonwealth underfunds public schools until at least 2023

. States and territories overfund private schools but do not reach 75% of SRS
targets for public schools until 2023

. Capital Depreciation Tax (4%) applied to public but not private schools

. By agreement between the Commonwealth and State/territory
governments, all public school systems (except for ACT) by 2023 will be 5%-
20% short of minimum required SRS funding to deliver their essential school
services.

. By agreement between the Commonwealth and State/territory
governments, all private school systems (except for NT) by 2022, will be
funded more than their specified SRS funding level.




Massive Under-Funding of Public
Schools

Key Finding 1. Massive $19 Billion Shortfall
in Funding for Public Schools 2020-23

Key Finding 2. NSW, Victoria, and
Queensland each have cumulative shortfalls
for 2020-23 that are more than S5 billion for
each respective public school system.




Funding Table of Shame - Public Schools
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Private Schools Get More than
SRS by 2022

Key Finding 3. Private schools are
over-funded by approximately $1 billion
during the period 2020-23 while public
schools are under-funded by $19 billion.

Private school sectors (in all jurisdictions
apart from NT) attain and exceed SRS
funding levels by 2022 at the latest.
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The Inequity - One Student at a
Time

Key Finding 4. By 2022 private school systems in
all jurisdictions (except for Northern Territory)
have per student allocations more than SRS
funding levels.

Key Finding 5. All jurisdictions (except for ACT)
under-fund their public school systems by more
than $1,000 per student by 2022 and 2023.

The greatest under-funding per student is found
in Northern Territory (more than $6,000) and in
QLD (more than $2,000 per student).




The Inequity - One Public Student at a Time
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A Bright Idea - A New Tax for
Public Schools

Key Finding 8. The Bilateral Agreements between
the Commonwealth and the State/Territory
governments that were signed in 2018 and 2019
effectively impose a new tax — a capital depreciation
tax on public school systems.

Nationally, the capital depreciation tax deprives
public schools close to $2 billion a year. This is the
value of additional SRS funds public schools would
have received by the earlier Bilateral agreements that
did not impose a capital depreciation tax.




A Bright Idea - A New Tax for Public Schools
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National - True SRS Annual Funding Gap
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The True SRS Funding Gap
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$21.5 Billion Capital Investment Gap
between public and private schools

Key Finding Public schools were deprived of $21.5
billion in capital works in the first six years the
coalition was in power.

This is the additional investment they would have
received for school facilities, equipment and in
buildings if funded at the same rate as private schools



Where to Now ? - Post Survival Strategies




First Principles

* The SRS is the minimum funding required so
that schools can have at least 80% of their
students achieving learning outcomes above the
national minimum standard in NAPLAN for
reading and numeracy.

* |In other words, the SRS is an essential minimum
level of funding for school systems.

* The SRS is not an aspirational funding
standard.



New national partnership for schools

Objectives Principles

» All families and students » Joint commitment of
have guaranteed access to a Commonwealth and
public primary and secondary State/Territory governments

school receiving at least 100% to meet minimum funding
of its SRS funding. needs (SRS).

Resourcing parity across Consistent accounting

systems within each methodology for calculating

jurisdiction. SRS across the public and
private school systems.




Remove the 4% depreciation/charges rort

The depreciation/other charges was always a mechanism for
allowing the States/Territories to reduce their actual resourcing of
public schools.

Out of line with calculation of the SRS and a one-sided application
on public schools only.

The next Commonwealth government needs to insist on the
integrity of the SRS calculations and remove this accounting trick
from the hands of the States/Territories.

For NSW public schools, this measure alone will deliver an
additional $780 million in real money to schools in 2023. By 2025
it would recover more than $830 million that is currently being
denied to public schools through accounting chicanery.



100% SRS funding for public schools

»All public school systems across Australia to attain a level
of funding that equals at least 100% of the SRS minimum.

»To be delivered within the term of the forthcoming
Bilateral agreements between the Commonwealth and

States/Territories.

»No more 95% for public schools and....... Privates get
more than 100%




Commonwealth invests in public schools

» Joint partnership between Commonwealth and
States/Territories in the buildings and facilities of
Australian public schools.

Public schools need infrastructure investment that is on
par with the average investment in the private school
sector.

This will help meet the enrolment growth driven by
Commonwealth migration programs and enable students
and teachers to operate in 215t century working spaces
and conditions.
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