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Jason Barrick & IFA Board
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News from the Hill

Resolution INTRODUCED by the House: (1) HJR 2002 CONGRESSIONAL TERM
LIMITS (Bradley) (Judiciary) Calls for a constitutional convention to propose an
amendment to the US Constitution on term limits for members of Congress.

Resolution INTRODUCED by the Senate: (1) SCR 101 REMOVING MARIJUANA AS A
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE (Zaun) (Judiciary) Proposes a resolution asking the DEA
to give lowa an exception and allow the state to remove marijuana as a Schedule 1
controlled substance.

Senate Republicans released a new tax cut proposal today. Senator Dawson, the
chair of the Ways & Means Committee, said the Republican proposal will attract new
people to the state while still funding priorities. The plan calls for cut to 3.6%, a rate
below what Governor Reynolds advocated (4%), reducing the corporate tax rate but
ending some corporate tax credits. The plan includes tax breaks for retirees and
retired farmers, similar to the Governor’s proposal. It also makes the local option
sales tax statewide. The bill is expected to be introduced next week.

The bill establishes a flat 3.6% individual income tax rate and a flat 7.8% corporate
rate. It eliminate taxes on retirement income and expand pay exemptions for Guard
members. Gives farmers an exemption for either cash rent or farm crop shares.
Changes the Taxpayer Relief Fund into the Income Tax Elimination Fund, to be used
to reduce and eventually eliminate the income tax in lowa.

Bills of Interest To IFA

HF 392 ELECTRONIC DEVICE USE: A Meyer (C), Forbes, Thorup

PASSED sub 3-0

PASSED full committee-Now HF 2029

This bill revises the law concerning the use of cell phones while driving. HF 392
expands the definition of prohibited electronic devices, while carving out exceptions
for hands-free and voice-activated modes. There are also exceptions for public safety
employees, healthcare employees, and other employees, as long as they’re
performing their official duties.

1075 44TH ST » DES MOINES, ITA 50311
515-314-3787 OR 515-229-4748
PEDERSONCONSULTING@GMAIL.COM « PEDERSONCONSULTINGIOWA.COM



PEDERSON CONSULTING

SF 2099 EMERGENCY RESPONSE DISTRICTS: Driscoll, Guth, Quirmbach
THE COMMITTEE HAS NOT MET AT THIS TIME

Current law creates a pilot project authorizing a county to establish an emergency
response district within the county. A commission composed of a member of the
county board of supervisors, the county sheriff, and the mayor from each city within
the district is responsible for governing the district and no member may appoint a
designee to serve on the commission. Current law allows certain boards of
supervisors to call for the creation of an emergency response district and notify the
state fire marshal’s office if a motion to form a district has been adopted. Upon the
approval of a district, an appointed civil engineer or the county engineer is required
to submit a preliminary plat exhibiting certain details of the district and a
subsequent report. Current law also requires the district fire chief to appoint an
assistant fire chief for each existing fire department and station within the district
who shall be responsible for delivery of fire protection service and emergency
medical service within the areas designated by the commission.

The bill repeals the pilot program and authorizes a governmental entity, as defined
in the bill, to establish an emergency response district. The bill amends the
definition of “commission” to mean a member or designee of each governmental
entity participating in the emergency response district. The bill requires each
governmental entity intending to participate in an emergency response district to
issue a notice of intent to hold a public hearing concerning the establishment of a
proposed district and provide certain information with such notice. The bill requires
a hearing concerning the establishment of a proposed district to occur no less than
30 days and no more than 90 days after the notice is issued. The bill amends the
process for changing district boundaries to require the approval of the commission
and each governmental entity that is a member of the emergency response district.
The bill requires incorporation documents of an emergency response district to
include provisions for dissolution, the withdrawal of an individual member, and the
dispensing of property in either event. The bill repeals provisions relating to the
engineer’s responsibilities and the appointment of assistant fire chiefs.

SF 2083 PROPPERTY TAX ABATEMENT: Dawson, Goodwin, Dotzler

COMMITTEE HAS NOT MET AT THIS TIME

This bill authorizes a volunteer emergency services provider, as defined in Code
section 100B.14(2), whose homestead is located in the local service area for which
the provider is a volunteer and who has been a volunteer emergency services
provider for five or more years, earns less than $5,000 per year for service as a
volunteer emergency services provider, and is in good standing with the provider’s
volunteer agency or entity, to file a petition with the county board of supervisors,
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requesting abatement of property taxes and special assessments assessed on the
individual’s homestead and giving other information as the board may require.

The petition filed with the board of supervisors shall specify the type of abatement
sought under the bill. Following receipt of the petition, the board of supervisors
shall forward a copy of the petition to the governing body of each taxing authority
that levies taxes or special assessments on the homestead. If the board of
supervisors approves the abatement, the abatement shall apply to all applicable
taxes and special assessments on the homestead, excluding those for which an
objection by the governing body taxing authority was filed with the board of
supervisors within 30 days of the board providing a copy of the petition. The board
of supervisors may order the abatement of the taxes and special assessments that
are assessed against the petitioner’s homestead for the assessment year during
which the petition is filed and, if specified by the board, the taxes and special
assessments for one or more future years, subject to the petitioner continuing to
meet the qualifications of the bill. The approved abatement shall not exceed the
following: (1) for a volunteer emergency services provider that is a volunteer fire
fighter, an abatement of all taxes and special assessments imposed by the provider’s
volunteer agency or entity for fire protection service or an abatement of 10 percent
of all taxes imposed on the homestead; (2) for a volunteer emergency service
provider that is a reserve peace officer, an emergency medical care provider, or
other personnel having voluntary emergency service duties and who are not paid
full-time by the agency or entity, an abatement of 10 percent of all taxes imposed on
the homestead; and (3) for a volunteer emergency service provider who has been a
volunteer emergency service provider for 20 or more years, an abatement of 10
percent of all taxes imposed on the homestead during the remainder of the
volunteer emergency service provider’s life so long as the provider’s homestead is
in the local service area of the agency or entity for which the provider was a
volunteer.

The bill takes effect upon enactment and applies retroactively to assessment years
beginning on or after January 1, 2022.

SF 333 EMERGENCY RESPONDER BILL : Referred to Public Safety in House
OPERATION IN EMERGENCY SITUATIONS. This bill allows the driver of an
authorized emergency vehicle to exercise the privileges set forth in Code section
321.231 when in pursuit of a perpetrator of a misdemeanor, in addition to the
circumstances allowed under current law. Under such circumstances, the bill allows
the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle to drive the vehicle on the shoulder
or median of a highway, to disregard laws or regulations governing turning the
vehicle in specified directions, and to disregard laws or regulations governing
overtaking or passing other motorists. The bill also allows the drivers of official fire
department vehicles, police vehicles, rescue vehicles, ambulances, emergency
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medical services vehicles, emergency management vehicles, and peace officers
riding a police bicycle to proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after
slowing down to or maintaining a speed deemed necessary for safe operation by the
driver based on information known to the driver at the time, and to exceed the
maximum speed limits so long as the driver does not recklessly endanger life or
property.

Under current law, authorized emergency vehicles are permitted to operate in this
manner only when such vehicles are making use of an audible or visual signaling
device, except a vehicle operated by a peace officer is not required to use an audible
or visual signaling device if the officer is pursuing a suspected violator of a speed
limit. The bill instead requires the use of an audible warning or visual signaling
device, and provides that a peace officer is not required to use an audible warning or
visual signaling device if the officer reasonably believes based on the facts and
circumstances at the time that a suspected violator’s knowledge of the officer’s
proximity may cause the suspected violator to destroy evidence of a suspected
felony or aggravated misdemeanor, evade apprehension, or endanger the public or
the officer. However, the bill permits such action only if the action occurs over the
shortest distance necessary and does not recklessly endanger persons or property.

The bill provides that the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle transporting a
patient to a hospital is not required to use an audible warning or visual signaling
device while exceeding a speed limit if a certified emergency medical care provider
reasonably believes the patient’s condition warrants rapid transport.

The bill further provides that a peace officer operating an authorized emergency
vehicle may execute a pursuit intervention technique, as defined in the bill, if such
execution is reasonable under the circumstances based on the information
perceived by the officer at the time, and the officer has completed a training course
approved by the lowa law enforcement academy that instructs participants in the
proper execution of pursuit intervention techniques.

By operation of law, a violation of these provisions of the bill is punishable by a
scheduled fine of $135.

PARADES AND EVENTS. The bill allows the driver of an authorized emergency
vehicle to operate the vehicle as part of an official governmental event for the
purposes of the safety and security of an elected official, candidate for public office,
or the public, or as part of a parade or other public service event if the parade or
event is approved by the state or a municipality at least one day prior to the date on
which the parade or event will occur. In addition, the bill allows an authorized
emergency vehicle to operate in a parade or event while displaying the vehicle’s
lighting devices.

IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY. The bill provides that a certified fire fighter,
emergency medical care provider, peace officer, reserve peace officer, or emergency
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management agency employee who has completed certain training, or an associated
entity, shall not be liable for any consequence of injury or loss arising from the
operation of an authorized emergency vehicle in response to an emergency call or to
an incident dangerous to the public unless the vehicle is operated with reckless
disregard for the safety of persons or property. This provision of the bill only
applies when, in response to an emergency call or to an incident dangerous to the
public, the authorized emergency vehicle is making use of a siren or flashing blue
and red lights.

The bill specifies that the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle shall not be
liable for any injury or loss arising from the operation of the vehicle unless reckless
disregard for the safety of persons or property is proven by a preponderance of the
evidence. If a person brings a tort claim against the driver of an authorized
emergency vehicle, a municipality, or the state for any injury or loss arising from the
operation of the authorized emergency vehicle, the bill requires a court to
determine, on motion by any party or on its own motion, whether the person has
presented sufficient, admissible evidence to support a prima facie finding of
recklessness before the matter proceeds to trial.

FUNERAL PROCESSIONS. The bill authorizes a driver of an authorized emergency
vehicle to operate the vehicle as part of a funeral procession, and a peace officer may
provide traffic control upon request or when necessary for the safety of all persons.
The bill allows an authorized emergency vehicle operating in a funeral procession to
display the vehicle’s lighting devices.

SIRENS AND AIR HORNS. The bill allows an authorized emergency medical
services program, fire department, or law enforcement agency to equip one or more
vehicles with an air horn or low-frequency siren. The bill requires certain vehicles
purchased, delivered, or refurbished on or after July 1, 2021, to be equipped with a
200-watt electric or electronic siren capable of emitting at least two distinct siren
tones, and one or more compatible siren speakers.

The bill prohibits an authorized emergency vehicle’s siren, whistle, air horn, or bell
from being used except when the vehicle is operated in response to an emergency
call or to an incident dangerous to the public, in a parade or designated public
service event, for a demonstration, for maintenance, or in the immediate pursuit of
an actual or suspected violator of the law. The bill requires the driver of the vehicle
to sound the siren, whistle, air horn, or bell when the driver reasonably believes
necessary to warn pedestrians and other drivers of the approach of the vehicle.

By operation of law, a violation of this provision is punishable by a scheduled fine
of $45.

DESIGNATION AS AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLE. The bill includes in the list
of vehicles authorized to be designated as authorized emergency vehicles those
vehicles owned by a certified chief or certified fire officer of a volunteer fire
department, a fire department comprised of a combination of volunteer and paid
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members, or a nonprofit corporation that delivers emergency services; and vehicles
owned by a chief, medical director, or certified medical provider of an authorized
emergency medical service. The bill requires the completion of certain training and
proof of financial liability coverage or risk pool coverage to obtain the designation.

The bill prohibits a public or private entity from requiring an employee or
volunteer to apply for or maintain a certificate of designation for an authorized
emergency vehicle, and from requiring a person to operate or use an authorized
emergency vehicle.

EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICABILITY. The bill takes effect upon enactment, and
Code section 321.231B (limiting liability for certain authorized emergency vehicle
operators), as enacted in the bill, applies to causes of action accrued on or after the
effective date of the bill.

HF 750 LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARD
IN APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE-MOHR, Chair

This bill authorizes a municipality, defined as a city, county, township, benefited
fire district, or agency authorized by law to provide emergency response services, to
establish a length of service award program as described in section 457(e)(11) of
the Internal Revenue Code for volunteer fire fighters, volunteer emergency medical
care providers, and reserve peace officers. The bill provides that the governing body
of a municipality that establishes a program shall, in consultation with the chief or
other person in command of the fire department and police department serving the
municipality, as applicable, adopt guidelines providing for eligibility requirements
for participation by volunteer fire fighters, volunteer emergency medical care
providers, and reserve peace officers, minimum vesting requirements, distribution
requirements, and such other guidelines as deemed necessary to operate the
program.

The bill also establishes a length of service award program grant fund under the
control of the lowa Department of Management. Moneys in the fund are
appropriated to municipalities that have established a length of service award
program to provide contributions to the program on behalf of participants. The bill
requires the adoption of rules establishing a grant application process that shall
provide for up to a dollar-for-dollar funding match from a municipality that has
established a length of service award program.
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HF 718 TOWNSHIP FIRE STATIONS
IN WAYS & MEANS: Lee Hein, Chair

Code section 359.45 authorizes townships to anticipate the collection of taxes
authorized by Code section 359.43 (levies for fire protection service and emergency
medical service) and for such purposes may direct the county board of supervisors
to issue bonds under provisions for essential county purpose bonds payable only
from tax levies under Code section 359.43.

This bill provides that, in addition to those levies under Code section 359.43, such
bonds shall be payable from the tax levy established in the bill if the bonds are
issued for the purpose of funding the construction or acquisition, including a lease
with purchase option, of a fire station to be used to provide the fire protection and
emergency medical services for the township, and if the levy is approved at election.

Upon petition of 25 percent of the resident eligible electors, excluding those areas
of the township within corporate boundaries of a city, the board of township
trustees shall submit to the applicable voters of the township the question of
whether to authorize the imposition of the levy under the bill. The ballot is required
to set out the reason for the tax, the amount needed, and the duration of the
proposed tax. The proposition is adopted if a majority of those voting on the
proposition at the election approves it. An approved levy may be imposed at a rate
necessary to pay the applicable bonds, but not to exceed 39 and one-fourth cents
per $1,000 of assessed value, and for a period not to exceed 10 years. Following
expiration of the authority to impose the levy, authority to reimpose the levy
requires approval in accordance with the bill.

The bill also provides that following expiration of the authority to impose the levy,
the operational cost and maintenance of the fire station shall be paid using funds
from the levies authorized under Code section 359.43.

By operation of law, the changes the bill makes to the township services provisions
apply to a county that has, by resolution under Code section 331.385, assumed the
exercise of the powers and duties of township trustees relating to fire protection
service and emergency medical service for any township located in the
unincorporated area of the county.

SF 2045 TRAINING STANDARDS: Reichman, Brown, Giddens
SUBCOMMITTE MET-tabled legislation until further review

This bill relates to continued annual training requirements for certain volunteer
fire fighters. Under current law, the fire service training bureau offers programs to
volunteer, trainee, or employed fire fighters with minimum instruction
requirements for certification. The bill provides that a member of a volunteer fire
department may be deemed to have completed the member’s continued annual
training requirements upon completion of 75 percent of the required training hours
if the person has served as a volunteer fire fighter for at least 10 years, receives no
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more than $5,000 in annual compensation for service as a volunteer fire fighter,
serves a population of less than 20,000, and has approval from the chief of the
volunteer fire department.
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