PEDERSON CONSULTING

Week 11- March 21th-March 25th
Jason Barrick & IFA Board
Iowa Firefighters Association

PLEASE NOTE: THE 2022 LEGISLATIVE SESSION IS APPROXIMATELY TWO/THREE
WEEKS FROM ENDING. WE HAVE A FEW BILLS THAT REALLY NEED ATTENTION SO
THEY DO NOT DIE THIS SESSION.

THE IMMEDIATE NEED IS TO CONTACT YOUR SENATOR ABOUT GETTING

HF 2574 LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARD TO FULL APPROPS AND TO THE SENATE
FLOOR AND YOUR REPRESENTATIVE TO GET SF 333 (EMERGENCY RESPONDER
BILL)TO THE HOUSE FLOOR. PLEASE SEE THE DETAILS BELOW REGARDING THOSE
BILLS AND OTHER MEMBERS TO CONTACT.

Bills of Interest To IFA
New action is listed in RED

SF 2083 /SF 2375 Tax Abatement for volunteer firefighters

Passed sub and full committees in the Senate

Now goes to the Senate floor

This bill authorizes a volunteer emergency services provider, as defined in Code section
100B.14(2), whose homestead is located in the local service area for which the provider is a
volunteer and who has been a volunteer emergency services provider for five or more years,
earns less than $5,000 per year for service as a volunteer emergency services provider, and is in
good standing with the provider’s volunteer agency or entity, to file a petition with the county
board of supervisors, requesting abatement of property taxes and special assessments assessed
on the individual's homestead and giving other information as the board may require.

The petition filed with the board of supervisors shall specify the type of abatement sought under
the bill. Following receipt of the petition, the board of supervisors shall forward a copy of the
petition to the governing body of each taxing authority that levies taxes or special assessments
on the homestead. If the board of supervisors approves the abatement, the abatement shall apply
to all applicable taxes and special assessments on the homestead, excluding those for which an
objection by the governing body taxing authority was filed with the board of supervisors within 30
days of the board providing a copy of the petition. The board of supervisors may order the
abatement of the taxes and special assessments that are assessed against the petitioner’s
homestead for the assessment year during which the petition is filed and, if specified by the
board, the taxes and special assessments for one or more future years, subject to the petitioner
continuing to meet the qualifications of the bill. The approved abatement shall not exceed the
following: (1) for a volunteer emergency services provider that is a volunteer fire fighter, an
abatement of all taxes and special assessments imposed by the provider’s volunteer agency or
entity for fire protection service or an abatement of 10 percent of all taxes imposed on the
homestead; (2) for a volunteer emergency service provider that is a reserve peace officer, an
emergency medical care provider, or other personnel having voluntary emergency service duties
and who are not paid full-time by the agency or entity, an abatement of 10 percent of all taxes
imposed on the homestead; and (3) for a volunteer emergency service provider who has been a
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volunteer emergency service provider for 20 or more years, an abatement of 10 percent of all
taxes imposed on the homestead during the remainder of the volunteer emergency service
provider’s life so long as the provider's homestead is in the local service area of the agency or
entity for which the provider was a volunteer.

The bill takes effect upon enactment and applies retroactively to assessment years beginning
on or after January 1, 2022.
The sponsor of the bill, Senator Dickey put an amendment on this bill that exempts
the school, community college taxes from the abatement.

DONE! SF 2099/SF 2267 EMERGENCY RESPONSE DISTRICTS: Driscoll, Chair, Guth,
Quirmbach-LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Passed Sub

Passed Full Local Gov committee unanimously- Will now go to the floor

PASSED THE SENATE FLOOR-MOVED TO THE HOUSE

PASSED House sub and full committees

PASSED HOUSE 96-0

NOW TO GOVERNOR’S OFFICE-WE WILL REQUEST A BILL SIGNING

Current law creates a pilot project authorizing a county to establish an emergency response
district within the county. A commission composed of a member of the county board of
supervisors, the county sheriff, and the mayor from each city within the district is
responsible for governing the district and no member may appoint a designee to serve on
the commission. Current law allows certain boards of supervisors to call for the creation of
an emergency response district and notify the state fire marshal’s office if a motion to form
a district has been adopted. Upon the approval of a district, an appointed civil engineer or
the county engineer is required to submit a preliminary plat exhibiting certain details of the
district and a subsequent report. Current law also requires the district fire chief to appoint
an assistant fire chief for each existing fire department and station within the district who
shall be responsible for delivery of fire protection service and emergency medical service
within the areas designated by the commission.

The bill repeals the pilot program and authorizes a governmental entity, as defined in the
bill, to establish an emergency response district. The bill amends the definition of
“commission” to mean a member or designee of each governmental entity participating in
the emergency response district. The bill requires each governmental entity intending to
participate in an emergency response district to issue a notice of intent to hold a public
hearing concerning the establishment of a proposed district and provide certain
information with such notice. The bill requires a hearing concerning the establishment of a
proposed district to occur no less than 30 days and no more than 90 days after the notice is
issued. The bill amends the process for changing district boundaries to require the approval
of the commission and each governmental entity that is a member of the emergency
response district. The bill requires incorporation documents of an emergency response
district to include provisions for dissolution, the withdrawal of an individual member, and
the dispensing of property in either event. The bill repeals provisions relating to the
engineer’s responsibilities and the appointment of assistant fire chiefs.
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PASSED SUBCOMMITTEE

PASSED THE FULL PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Now to House Floor-put on unfinished business calendar

PLEASE ASK YOUR LEGISLATOR FOR SUPPORT ON SF333 WHEN IT COMES TO FLOOR

DEBATE! Ask Rep Grassley to bring this bill to the floor for debate.

OPERATION IN EMERGENCY SITUATIONS. This bill allows the driver of an authorized
emergency vehicle to exercise the privileges set forth in Code section 321.231 when in
pursuit of a perpetrator of a misdemeanor, in addition to the circumstances allowed under
current law. Under such circumstances, the bill allows the driver of an authorized
emergency vehicle to drive the vehicle on the shoulder or median of a highway, to disregard
laws or regulations governing turning the vehicle in specified directions, and to disregard
laws or regulations governing overtaking or passing other motorists. The bill also allows the
drivers of official fire department vehicles, police vehicles, rescue vehicles, ambulances,
emergency medical services vehicles, emergency management vehicles, and peace officers
riding a police bicycle to proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after
slowing down to or maintaining a speed deemed necessary for safe operation by the driver
based on information known to the driver at the time, and to exceed the maximum speed
limits so long as the driver does not recklessly endanger life or property.

Under current law, authorized emergency vehicles are permitted to operate in this
manner only when such vehicles are making use of an audible or visual signaling
device, except a vehicle operated by a peace officer is not required to use an audible or
visual signaling device if the officer is pursuing a suspected violator of a speed limit. The bill
instead requires the use of an audible warning or visual signaling device, and provides that
a peace officer is not required to use an audible warning or visual signaling device if the
officer reasonably believes based on the facts and circumstances at the time that a
suspected violator’s knowledge of the officer’s proximity may cause the suspected violator
to destroy evidence of a suspected felony or aggravated misdemeanor, evade apprehension,
or endanger the public or the officer. However, the bill permits such action only if the action
occurs over the shortest distance necessary and does not recklessly endanger persons or
property.

The bill provides that the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle transporting a patient
to a hospital is not required to use an audible warning or visual signaling
device while exceeding a speed limit if a certified emergency medical care provider
reasonably believes the patient’s condition warrants rapid transport.

The bill further provides that a peace officer operating an authorized emergency vehicle
may execute a pursuit intervention technique, as defined in the bill, if such execution is
reasonable under the circumstances based on the information perceived by the officer at
the time, and the officer has completed a training course approved by the lowa law
enforcement academy that instructs participants in the proper execution of pursuit
intervention techniques.

By operation of law, a violation of these provisions of the bill is punishable by a scheduled
fine of $135.
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PARADES AND EVENTS. The bill allows the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle to
operate the vehicle as part of an official governmental event for the purposes of the safety
and security of an elected official, candidate for public office, or the public, or as part of a
parade or other public service event if the parade or event is approved by the state or a
municipality at least one day prior to the date on which the parade or event will occur. In
addition, the bill allows an authorized emergency vehicle to operate in a parade or event
while displaying the vehicle’s lighting devices.

IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY. The bill provides that a certified fire fighter, emergency
medical care provider, peace officer, reserve peace officer, or emergency management
agency employee who has completed certain training, or an associated entity, shall not be
liable for any consequence of injury or loss arising from the operation of an authorized
emergency vehicle in response to an emergency call or to an incident dangerous to the
public unless the vehicle is operated with reckless disregard for the safety of persons or
property. This provision of the bill only applies when, in response to an emergency call or to
an incident dangerous to the public unless the vehicle is operated with reckless disregard
for the safety of persons or property. This provision of the bill only applies when, in
response to an emergency call or to an incident dangerous to the public, the authorized
emergency vehicle is making use of a siren or flashing blue and red lights.

The bill specifies that the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle shall not be liable for
any injury or loss arising from the operation of the vehicle unless reckless disregard for the
safety of persons or property is proven by a preponderance of the evidence. If a person
brings a tort claim against the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, a municipality, or
the state for any injury or loss arising from the operation of the authorized emergency
vehicle, the bill requires a court to determine, on motion by any party or on its own motion,
whether the person has presented sufficient, admissible evidence to support prima facie
finding of recklessness before the matter proceeds to trial.

FUNERAL PROCESSIONS. The bill authorizes a driver of an authorized emergency vehicle to
operate the vehicle as part of a funeral procession, and a peace officer may provide traffic
control upon request or when necessary for the safety of all persons.

The bill allows an authorized emergency vehicle operating in a funeral procession to display
the vehicle’s lighting devices.

SIRENS AND AIR HORNS. The bill allows an authorized emergency medical services
program, fire department, or law enforcement agency to equip one or more vehicles with an
air horn or low-frequency siren. The bill requires certain vehicles purchased, delivered, or
refurbished on or after July 1, 2021, to be equipped with a 200-watt electric or electronic
siren capable of emitting at least two distinct siren tones, and one or more compatible siren
speakers.

The bill prohibits an authorized emergency vehicle’s siren, whistle, air horn, or bell from
being used except when the vehicle is operated in response to an emergency call or to an
incident dangerous to the public, in a parade or designated public service event, for a
demonstration, for maintenance, or in the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected
violator of the law. The bill requires the driver of the vehicle to sound the siren, whistle, air
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horn, or bell when the driver reasonably believes necessary to warn pedestrians and other
drivers of the approach of the vehicle.

By operation of law, a violation of this provision is punishable by a scheduled fine of $45.
DESIGNATION AS AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLE. The bill includes in the list of
vehicles authorized to be designated as authorized emergency vehicles those vehicles
owned by a certified chief or certified fire officer of a volunteer fire department, a fire
department comprised of a combination of volunteer and paid members, or a nonprofit
corporation that delivers emergency services; and vehicles owned by a chief, medical
director, or certified medical provider of an authorized emergency medical service. The
bill requires the completion of certain training and proof of financial liability coverage or
risk pool coverage to obtain the designation.

The bill prohibits a public or private entity from requiring an employee or volunteer to
apply for or maintain a certificate of designation for an authorized emergency vehicle, and
from requiring a person to operate or use an authorized emergency vehicle.

EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICABILITY. The bill takes effect upon enactment, and Code
section 321.231B (limiting liability for certain authorized emergency vehicle operators), as

enacted in the bill, applies to causes of action accrued on or after the effective date of the
bill.

HF 750/HF 2574 LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARD

PASSED the full HOUSE Approps committee , Rep Shannon Latham was the Approps
sponsor.

PASSED HOUSE 94-0 *PLEASE THANK REP.JANE BLOOMINGDALE FOR HER LEADERSHIP
IN GETTING THIS BILL THROUGH THE HOUSE!

PLEASE ASK YOUR SENATOR AND LEADERS, JACK WHITVER AND JAKE CHAPMAN FOR
SUPPORT OF THIS BILL. IT NEEDS TO PASS THE SENATE FULL APPROPS COMMITTEE AND
SENATE FLOOR. SENATOR TIM KRAAYENBRINK IS THE APPROPS CHAIR

WE ARE RUNNING OUT OF TIME AS THE SESSION COULD BE OVER IN THE NEXT TWO
WEEKS!

This bill authorizes a municipality, defined as a city, county, township, benefited fire district,
or agency authorized by law to provide emergency response services, to

establish a length of service award program as described in section 457(e)(11) of the
Internal Revenue Code for volunteer fire fighters, volunteer emergency medical care
providers, and reserve peace officers. The bill provides that the governing body of a
municipality that establishes a program shall, in consultation with the chief or other person
in command of the fire department and police department serving the municipality, as
applicable, adopt guidelines providing for eligibility requirements for participation by
volunteer fire fighters, volunteer emergency medical care providers, and reserve peace
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officers, minimum vesting requirements, istribution requirements, and such other

guidelines as deemed necessary to operate the program.

The bill also establishes a length of service award program grant fund under the control of
the lowa Department of Revenue. Moneys in the fund are appropriated to municipalities
that have established a length of service award program to provide contributions to the
program on behalf of participants. The bill requires the adoption of

rules establishing a grant application process that shall provide for up to a dollar-for-dollar
funding match from a municipality that has established a length of service award program.

HF 718 TOWNSHIP FIRE STATIONS-FUNNEL PROOF

IN WAYS & MEANS: Lee Hein, Chair

PLEASE ASK YOUR REPRESENTATIVE AND REP. LEE HEIN TO MOVE THIS BILL FORWARD
IN THE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE.

Code section 359.45 authorizes townships to anticipate the collection of taxes authorized
by Code section 359.43 (levies for fire protection service and emergency medical service)
and for such purposes may direct the county board of supervisors
to issue bonds under provisions for essential county purpose bonds payable only from tax
levies under Code section 359.43.

This bill provides that, in addition to those levies under Code section 359.43, such bonds
shall be payable from the tax levy established in the bill if the bonds are issued for the
purpose of funding the construction or acquisition, including a lease with purchase option,
of a fire station to be used to provide the fire protection and emergency medical services for
the township, and if the levy is approved at election.

Upon petition of 25 percent of the resident eligible electors, excluding those areas of the
township within corporate boundaries of a city, the board of township trustees shall submit
to the applicable voters of the township the question of whether to authorize the imposition
of the levy under the bill. The ballot is required to set out the reason for the tax, the amount
needed, and the duration of the proposed tax. The proposition is adopted if a majority of
those voting on the
proposition at the election approves it. An approved levy may be imposed at a rate
necessary to pay the applicable bonds, but not to exceed 39 and one-fourth cents per $1,000
of assessed value, and for a period not to exceed 10 years. Following expiration of the
authority to impose the levy, authority to reimpose the levy requires approval in
accordance with the bill.

The bill also provides that following expiration of the authority to impose the levy, the
operational cost and maintenance of the fire station shall be paid using funds from the
levies authorized under Code section 359.43.

By operation of law, the changes the bill makes to the township services provisions apply
to a county that has, by resolution under Code section 331.385, assumed the exercise of the
powers and duties of township trustees relating to fire protection service and emergency
medical service for any township located in the unincorporated area of the county.
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Senate File 551-An act relating to firefighters and emergency medical services responding
to emergency situations in certain vehicles. Sponsor: Sen Dickey

Subcommittee: Bossman, Kressig, Worthan

PASSED FULL TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE W/AMENDMENT

Passed House floor-Now to the governor

Senate File 551H-8040 Amend Pagel, after line 31 by inserting: Section321.423,subsection,
paragraph a, subparagraph(2),Code 2022,is amended to read as follows(2) A vehicle
authorized by the chief of the fire department if the vehicle is owned by a member of the
fire department, the request for authorization is made by the member on forms provided
by the department, and necessity for authorization is demonstrated in the request, and the
member has received emergency vehicle operations training.

Pagel,line33,by striking<2021>and inserting<2022>

Page2 line7 by striking <2021>and inserting<2022>

Title page, line 2,by striking<responding to emergency situations in and
inserting<operating

By renumbering as necessary.

SF2144 /SF 2346 Flashing lights: Bill sponsor: Senator Shipley.

PASSED Sub committee

PASSED FULL COMMITTEE

PASSED SENATE FLOOR-HEADS TO THE HOUSE

PASSED HOUSE SUB and FULL COMMITTEE

Now ready for the House floor-put on unfinished business

A person shall not operate a motor vehicle equipped with a flashing light if the flashing light
is prohibited on or in the motor vehicle under this section or another provision of this
chapter. A violation of this subsection shall be considered a moving violation. A vehicle shall
not be equipped with flashing red and blue lights unless it is an emergency vehicle or a
private vehicle with a certificate of designation pursuant to section 321.451. A violation of
this subsection is a moving violation.

There are situations, especially with law enforcement where old police vehicles are being
sold with old light bars still on them. Current law prohibits them to use the lights, this bill
makes it unlawful to even have them on a vehicle that is not an emergency vehicle. There
have been cases where people are impersonating an officer using those lights.

SF 2361-This bill deals with changes to the building codes.
PASSED SUBCOMMITTE THERE WILL MOST LIKELY BE AMENDMENTS
Sen Brown, Sen Jochum and Sen R. Smith

HSB682/HF2527 /HF 2569 Gov bill on building codes
SF 2361
Rep Nordman, Rep Siegrist, Rep. Isenhart
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Passed sub and full committelé LV\lI)lt Rahn({gn ﬁgﬁtg-ﬁ%vligigns 1 and 3 have been
removed.

THE FULL SENATE WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE ACCEPTED AN AMENDMENT THAT
REMOVED DIVISIONS 1, 3,8 AND 10

For our purposes Division 1 and Division 10 will affect inspection process and the
International Fire Code.

This bill relates to various matters under the purview of the state. The bill is organized into
10 divisions.

DIVISION X —— STATE BUILDING CODE. This division of the bill relates to the state
building code. The bill adopts certain provisions of the national electrical code, international
fire code, international residential code, international energy conservation code,
international existing building code, uniform plumbing code, and international mechanical
code with amendments, including certain amendments currently found in the lowa
administrative code. The bill also prohibits local jurisdictions from adopting local building
codes. The bill allows a person to comply with a subsequent version of a national code that
serves as the basis of a state code in lieu of a state code. The bill makes conforming changes.

ISSUES:

Most jurisdictions have adopted the most current edition of the local fire and building code,
this bill puts us back to older codes and it is an item that is graded by the Insurance Services
Office to determine residential and commercial rates. Good chance those rates will go up if
we step backwards.

Fire Suppression Rating Schedule https://www.isomitigation.com/ppc/fsrs/

Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule https://www.isomitigation.com/bcegs/
Many cities have permit fees that they depend on to support or fully support building
departments and fire prevention bureaus. This would affect their ability to help fund fire
and life safety inspections and verification of code compliance for buildings under
construction.

There is also no money or FTEs allocated to the State Fire Marshalls office to take over
these duties. There were many organizations that had issues with these two divisions at the
subcommittee.

House Study Bill 634 /HF 2323/ HF 2573 - Opioid Fund for First Responders
Passed sub and full committee-Approps Committee

PASSED HOUSE FLOOR 84-10

SENT TO SENATE APPROPS.

This bill creates an opioid antagonist medication fund for first responders.

The bill provides that an opioid antagonist medication fund (fund) for first responders is
created within the state treasury under the control of the department

of public health (department). The fund shall consist of moneys appropriated to or
deposited in the fund and may include available federal or state moneys, as well as any
available opioid lawsuit settlement moneys. Funds may be transferred between other state
agencies and the fund as appropriate. Moneys in the fund are appropriated to the
department for the purchase, maintenance, and replacement of opioid antagonist
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medication to be administered by first responders to persons experiencing an opioid-

related overdose. Moneys in the fund may be designated for the purchase, maintenance, and
replacement of opioid antagonist medication. State and local law enforcement agencies and
fire departments may make application to the fund for the procurement of opioid
antagonist medications.

The bill provides that moneys in the fund that remain unencumbered or unobligated at the
close of a fiscal year shall not revert but shall remain available for expenditure, and interest
or earnings on moneys in the fund shall be credited to the fund.

The bill provides that the department shall submit a report to the co-chairpersons and
ranking members of the joint appropriations subcommittee on the justice system and to the
legislative services agency on or before December 31 of each year which shall contain a list
of all expenditures from the fund made in the previous fiscal year, the amount of moneys in
the fund carried over from the previous fiscal year and how the department plans to use
those moneys including any expenditures in the current fiscal year, the amount of moneys
in the fund the department intends to carry over from the current fiscal year to the next
fiscal year and how the department plans to use those moneys, and a list of all the sources of
moneys deposited into the fund in the previous fiscal year.

SF 2298 JOINT 911 BOARDS Allows a local emergency management commission to
serve as a Joint 911 board. Requires a supermajority agreement (2/3) to do so. The Senate
PASSED the bill 57-36; it now GOES to the Senate

PASSED Senate sub and full committee, now to Senate floor debate-unfinished business

*The Justice Approps Committee moved our training dollars back to ABOVE level funding
from 2008 when it dropped from 1M to $825,500. Rep. Gary Worthan increased that
funding by $200,000! PLEASE THANK HIM, THIS IS HIS LAST YEAR AND HE HAS BEEN A
TRUE CHAMPION FOR FIREFIGHTERS FOR MANY YEARS. HE WILL BE MISSED.

*The RIIF (REBUILD IOWA INFRASTRUCTURE FUND) APPROVED 2.1 M to build a burn
tower at the Fire Service Training Center. It is on the House debate calendar for
Monday. PLEASE THANK REP JACOB BOSSMAN FOR INCLUDING THIS IN THE RIFF
BUDGET!

If you are interested in ANY of this legislation, we encourage you to contact your legislator

and other key sponsors of the legislation to show your support for the legislation. If they do
not hear from members from across the state, legislators will not think it is important. Find
your legislators here:

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/find

TO EMAIL ANY LEGISLATOR IT IS: Firstname.Lastname@legis.iowa.gov

[t was great to see many of you at the Mid-Year convention in Ames!Let us know if you have
any further questions or concerns.
John & Cyndi Pederson 515-229-4748
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