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Timeline: NZ Military Events in the Middle East

Oct 16 1914
April 1915
Mar 151916

Aug 4 1916

Jun 28 1917

Oct 31 1917
Nov 7 1917
Nov 14 1917*

Nov 16 1917
Dec9 1917
Feb 21 1918

Mar 21 1918
Apr 30 1918
Sep 19 1918
Sep 23 1918
Sep 30 1918
Oct 31 1918

 This battle which took place near the town of Ness Ziona is considered by

6000 NZ soldiers and 4000 horses leave NZ to

fight in WW1. They are retained in Egypt.

NZ soldiers fight as an ANZAC division at Gallipoli

where some 3600 men are killed.

The NZ Division(infantry) is sent to France

but the ANZAC Mounted Division is formed in Egypt
After the Battle of Romani ANZAC Mounted troops
pursue Ottoman Turk and German forces across

the Northern Sinai desert.

British Imperial Forces fail the second time to capture

fortress Gaza. General Allenby assume command of

the Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF).

NZMR brigade captures Tel Sheva and the British
capture Beersheva.

Gaza finally falls to the British. The ANZAC Mounted
Division advances up the Coastal Plain.

NZMR brigade defeats a large Ottoman counter
offensive at Ayun Kara

NZMR brigade captures Jaffa.

Ottomans surrender Jerusalem to British forces.

ANZAC Mounted Division descends to the Jordan
valley and captures Jericho

First raid against Amman

Second raid against Amman

EEF launches final assault against the Ottoman Forces

ANZAC Mounted Division capture Es Salt and Amman
Damascus captured by Australian Mounted Division
The Ottoman Turks sign an Armistice

several military historians to be the most significant engagement of New
Zealand troops during the Middle East campaign.
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" NZ author Christophef Archer (right) and the founder of :

=
&

the New Zealand and Israel friendship Associatien, M
b Joseph (Yossi) Eshed (left) A

Background

New Zealand's connection to the Land of Israel in World War |
was not widely known to New Zealanders or Israelis until quite
recently. In the wake of books written by Terry Kinloch ["Devils on
Horses"] and Chris Archer ["Saviours of Zion"] more New
Zealanders have been exposed to this significant and glorious
chapter in their history.

Some18,000 New Zealanders served in three regiments of the
New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade (NZMR) from 1914-1918
and 700 never returned to their homeland. At that time NZ’s
population was less than one million people. After the disaster of
Gallipoli during 1915 NZ and Australian Mounted brigades served
in the ANZAC Mounted Division to drive the Ottoman Turks from
the Sinai, and, ultimately from the Holy Land.

New Zealand soldiers are buried in three British Commonwealth
War Cemeteries in Israel: Bee’erSheva, Ramlah and Jerusalem.



The friendship between New Zealand and
Ness Ziyona has expanded since 2017
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Alfred Ngaro MP, and Chris Archer with Yossi Eshed
and officials from Ness Ziyona (left) at the NZMR
memorial at Ben Gurion HS (Oct 2019)

Alfred and Moka Ngaro MP, Chris and Betty Archer
with Yossi and Michal Eshed and officials from Ness
Ziyona (left) at the NZMR memorial Brigade Honours
boards in Gan Sorek
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On several occasions the developing relationship between New Zealand and Israel
has been reported in the local newspaper of Ness Ziyona



During World War |, the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade
participated in the British Imperial Army that fought in the Holy Land

The soldiers who died in the battle of Ayun Kara were later re-interred in the British Commonwealth War Cemetery in Ramlah and the original
obelisk was destroyed. The photo (left) shows the temporary burial ground for fallen soldiers from the Ayun Qara Battle (14.11.1917) near
current Netaim village. The photo (right) H.E. Jonathan Curr, former NZ ambassador to Israel standing besidesome of the New Zealand

headstones in the War Cemetery at Ramlah.

. Israel’s friends in New Zealand have offered to finance a Silver fern sculpture and commemorative plates to be placed at a site

that will be chosen by the municipalit)ﬁof Ness Ziyona. The Silver fern sculpture will commemorate_all 18000 New Zealanders who
served in the New Zéaland Mounted Regiments brigade and the ongoing friendship between New Zealanders and Israelis.

Once approval in principle has been given from the municipality of Ness Ziyona to the project, they are planning to raise the
amount required for the venture.

. Covid-19 has delayed plans to proceed, but they hope that the memorial site will be inaugurated on the 104 anniversary of the

Ayun Qara Battle [14.11.2021] with a ceremony attended by a delegation that will come from New Zealand for this purpose.



The Silver Fern is going to make “Aliya” from New Zealand to Ness Ziyona

® At the Sarona Park Lifestyle Village[named after Sarona in Israel] not far from the town of
Tauranga on the northern island of New Zealand, a Sculpture inspired by the silver fern
symbol made of stainless steel rises to the height of 4.6 metres.

The sculpture was designed by Warren Dawson (centre left), is the grandson of Cpl. Gerald
Dawson (bottom right) who served with the New Zealand mounted rifle brigade in the New
Zealand Brigade who fought in the British Imperial Army under General Allenby. Gerald
Dawson fought at Ayun Kara and took part in all the campaigns which the New Zealand
Brigade fought in the Holy Land during the years 1917-1918.

The silver fern has been the national symbol of New Zealand for over a century. The
Maori symbol, originally representing a stubborn resistance against all difficulties, was
subsequently adopted by descendants of immigrants who came to New Zealand. After
World War I, this symbol was used to mark the headstones of fallen New Zealand
soldiers in war cemeteries around the world.




The New Zealand Silver Fern Memorial

The Silver Fern Sculpture will have a dedication plaque (see below)
which acknowledges the long history of friendship that exists
between New Zealand and Israel as well as the 18 000 men who
served in Mounted Rifles brigade during WW1.

It is also intended that a commemorative path will be constructed
around the sculpture with six or seven plates positioned in a
sequence along the path which will explain the role played by the
New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade in the Holy Land, with the text

in both Hebrew and English.

The New Zealand
Silver Fern Sculpture

Sculpture designed by Warren Dawson [New Zealand]

The Fern Sculpture commemorates the
18.000 men who served in the New Zealand
Mounted Rifles brigade in Sinai and in the

Holy Land during World War One.

This stainless steel sculpture is presented by
friends of Israel in Aotearoa-New Zealand
to celebrate the historic friendship which
was forged with the Communities of
Rishon LeZion and Ness Ziona
from

1917-1918

“He will raise a signal for nations far away, and whistle
for them from the ends of the Earth; and behold,
quickly, speedily, they come! (Isaiah 5:26)
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Why Commemorate Ayun Kara?

In writing about New Zealand’s contribution to the Middle East campaign during WW1 General Sir  *
Archibald Murray spoke of his pride in having these fine soldiers serve under his command and offered
the opinion that their fellow “New Zealanders should be proud of their record.”

After the disaster of Gallipoliin 1915, the Middle East Campaign was a part of our War history that was ¢
overshadowed by the tragic events which overtook the War on the Western Front.

As a result the magnificent achievements of these brave men were largely forgotten. It is our dutyand
privilege to remember them.

The Funding Proposal
Zion Ministries Trust have set up a dedicated account to receive donations from the General public and
from organisations that want to be associated with this project. Contributors are asked to register their
contact details. Tax receipts can be made out to donors and regular statements of accounts will be issued
by the trustees. All funds contributed will be utilised in support of this project and gifts of $100 or more will
be acknowledged on the memorial site. Donors may contribute by direct credit in the following account:

12-3233-0563692-5

“Lest We Forget”



