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Chair
Laurence Klass, Partner, Watson Goepel LLP, Vancouver, 
BC. Laurence is a Partner and Practice Group Leader of 
the Family Law Group at Watson Goepel LLP. With a 
passion for helping families navigate difficult transitions, 
his practice focuses on all aspects of family law including 

divorce, division of family property and debt and spousal support, as 
well as child focused issues including child support, parenting time, 
guardianship and parenting responsibilities. Laurence regularly drafts 
all forms of family law agreements, including Separation Agreements, 
Prenuptial and Marriage Agreements. Laurence’s practice emphasizes 
the use of mediation and negotiation to reach consensus where 
possible, but is a skilled litigator when required. He is a member of 
the BC Family Law Unbundling Roster, offering select legal tasks 
for clients who do not want or cannot afford full-representation.

Faculty
Danica Beck, Associate, Watson Goepel LLP, Vancouver, 
BC. Danica is an associate in the Family Law Group at 
Watson Goepel LLP. With a general family law practice, 
Danica has acted in a wide range of family disputes and 
assists her clients with asset and property division, children 

and parenting, child and spousal support, domestic contracts, and 
agreements. She has appeared before the Provincial Court of British 
Columbia, the Supreme Court of British Columbia and the Federal 
Court.

Jesse L. Desilets, Partner, Schuman Basran Robin & Bell, 
Vancouver, BC. Jesse has appeared in all levels of court 
in British Columbia on family law matters. His practice 
involves a mix of litigation and negotiated settlements, 
as well as unbundled services as an advisor to self-

represented litigants and other lawyers. Jesse’s practice focuses on 
high-asset division, corporate and trust issues in Family Law Act, 
and complex income determination under the Federal Child Support 
Guidelines. He tries to bring a practical, common-sense approach 
to family law in order to reduce the cost, time and emotional strain 
clients can experience when dealing with family law issues.

Joe Fingerote, Associate, Watson Goepel LLP, Vancouver, 
BC. Joe is an associate in Watson Goepel’s Business Law 
Group. With a general business law practice, Joe has a 
particular focus on wills, trusts, and estate matters for a 
variety of clients across a number of sectors. Prior to his 

move to BC, Joe studied and practiced as a lawyer in Saskatchewan 
and as a mediator via the mentorship program offered by the Dispute 
Resolution Office of the Government of Saskatchewan Ministry of 
Justice. Joe maintains his connection to Saskatchewan as a sessional 
instructor with the University of Saskatchewan College of Law.

Katherine Lawrence, Associate, North Shore Law, North 
Vancouver, BC. As a family lawyer, Katherine Lawrence 
provides clients with practical legal advice for navigating 
periods of transition. Kate listens closely, providing her 
clients with clear strategies for achieving the best possible 

resolution. Kate’s practice is focused on advising families with 
complex asset division. To help clients understand the value of their 
assets—such as a family trust, business, corporation, or piece of real 
property—Kate works closely with business valuators, accountants, 
and pension and tax specialists. This collaboration provides clients 
with an understanding of the tax implications of dividing property 
and other assets.

Family Law 2022:
Intersections with Other Practice Areas

Family law is not insular – it involves many 
other areas of the law. Knowing how to 
spot and address issues is crucial for the 
family law practitioner. This program 
brings together expert faculty who will 
provide you with insights into the areas 
of law that impact your practice. You will 
gain a solid understanding of some of 
the most pressing concerns facing you 
today, and you will leave with enhanced 
knowledge of the area, helpful tools, and 
practical sound strategies that you can 
put to use immediately in your practice. 
This program is essential for those seeking 
to remain current and discover new 
approaches to family law.

Key Areas Addressed:

• An update on recent caselaw
• Overlaps with estate planning and 

litigation
• Torts in family law
• Disputes over beneficial interests in 

property
• New trends

Who Should Attend?

• Lawyers of all levels advising on family 
law matters

• Family law arbitrators
• Family law mediators
• Government officials and employees 

engaged in family matters
• Family service providers
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   9:00  Welcome and Introduction by PBLI

  9:05 Chair’s Welcome and Introduction
Laurence Klass
Watson Goepel LLP

  9:10 COVID Update and Cases of Note
Katherine Lawrence
North Shore Law
• Practising family law in an evolving     

COVID world
• Recent caselaw for practitioners to be    

aware of

  9:55  Questions and Discussion

 10:05 Morning Break

10:20  Family Law’s Overlap with Estate 
Planning and Litigation
Joe Fingerote
Watson Goepel LLP
• Estate planning post-separation and divorce
• WESA principles to be aware of

11:10  Questions and Discussion

11:20  Disputes re Beneficial Ownership of 
Property
Laurence Klass
Watson Goepel LLP
• Why are there disputes
• What factors to consider in determination    

of ownership 

• About the Land Owner Transparency  
Registry (LOTR)

12:10  Questions and Discussion

 12:20 Lunch Break

  1:15 Alternative Claims for Damages in 
Family Law
Danica Beck
Watson Goepel LLP
• Potential tort of family violence
• Assault claims
• Where a separate civil claim may be 

appropriate

  2:05 Questions and Discussion

  2:15 Afternoon Break

  2:30 Unusual Trends in Family Law
Jesse L. Desilets
Schuman Basran Robin & Bell
• Oral agreements
• Jurisdictional disputes
• Relevant cases and emerging trends

  3:15  Questions and Discussion

  3:25  Chair’s Closing Remarks

  3:30  Forum Concludes
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Please recycle

Registration Form
Pacific Business & Law Institute
Unit 2 - 2246 Spruce Street 
Vancouver, BC Canada V6H 2P3 
Telephone: 604-730-2500; Fax: 604-730-5085 
E-mail: registrations@pbli.com

Information
Four Ways to Register: 

1. Telephone us: 604-730-2500 or toll free 877-730-2555

2. Fax us: 604-730-5085 or toll free 866-730-5085

3. Mail your registration form with payment 

4. Register at www.pbli.com/famlaw22

Registration: The registration fee is $695.00 plus GST of $34.75 totalling $729.75 
covering your access to the live webinar and electronic materials.

Group Discounts: Register four persons from the same organization at the same 
time and you are entitled to a complimentary fifth registration. Discounts cannot 
be combined.

Payment: You may pay by VISA, MasterCard or cheque. Cheques should be 
made payable to the Pacific Business & Law Institute. Registration fees must be 
paid prior to the program.

When and Where: The program starts at 9:00 a.m. (PDT). Attend via Live Webinar: 
All you need is a computer with a good internet connection and external plug-in 
speakers or good headphones for optimal audio and volume.

Materials: The faculty will prepare papers and/or other materials explaining 
many of the points raised during this program. Please contact us at registrations@
pbli.com if you are unable to attend the program and wish to purchase a set of 
electronic materials. 

Your Privacy: We will keep all information that you provide to us in strict 
confidence, other than to prepare a delegate list containing your name, title, firm 
and city for our faculty and the program delegates. We do not share our mailing 
lists with any non-affiliated organization.

Cancellations: Full refunds will be given for cancellations (less a $60.00 
administration fee) if notice is received in writing five full business days prior to 
the program (June 7th, 2022). After that time we are unable to refund registration 
fees. Substitutions will be permitted. We reserve the right to cancel, change or 
revise the date, faculty, content, availability of webinar or venue for this event.
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Attend via Live Webinar

Salute First Name Last Name Position/Title

Firm/Company 

Address

City Province/Territory Postal Code 

Telephone Fax Email

Paid by:   VISA  MasterCard  Cheque payable to Pacific Business & Law Institute 

   

Card Number  Expiry Date 

Course Accreditation: Attendance at this course can be listed for up to           
5 hours of continuing professional development credits with the Law Society 
of BC. For practitioners in other jurisdictions, please check your governing 
body’s CPD requirements.

Register today at www.pbli.com/famlaw22

 / / /                                                                                      /

Please indicate your areas of interest for future notifications (select all that apply):
 Elder law       Estate administration & planning       Estate litigation       Trusts      Other

How did you hear about this program? 
 Brochure  Email  Colleague  PBLI Website  Other
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