
Removing Sheriffs’ Deputies from Schools

Placing sheriffs’ deputies in schools does not increase student safety and leads to the criminalization of

students, particularly students of color and students with disabilities, for typical childhood misbehavior.

All across the country, sheriffs’ deputies are stationed in schools as “School Resource Officers,'' (SROs)

with the power to detain, search, restrain (often with force), arrest, and take kids to jail. But rather than

curb misbehavior, research shows the authoritarian presence of law enforcement makes children feel

alienated and disconnected from school resources, which, in turn, causes the school climate to suffer

and increases the chances that students will act out. Sheriffs must end their SRO programs and actively

support the removal of all law enforcement officers from schools.

School Resource Officers do not increase school safety.

● A recent study found that increasing law enforcement presence in schools causes harsh

disciplinary practices, such as expulsion and suspension, but fails to curb misbehavior.
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● The greater the presence of SROs on campus, the more likely students are to feel alienated and

disconnected from school and school resources. The school climate suffers, as a result, and it

becomes more, not less, likely that students will act out.
2

● Research suggests the key to violence prevention is having trusted adults in the school building

with whom children are comfortable discussing the many problems they face.
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Administrators,

teachers, counselors, social workers, and mental health support staff are significantly better

trained and better suited to serve as these trusted adults than armed law enforcement officers.

The presence of sheriffs’ deputies in schools is especially harmful to students of color

and students with disabilities.

● Black students are more than twice as likely to be referred to law enforcement and three times

more likely to be arrested as their white classmates.
4

● SROs are more likely to be placed in schools that are predominantly Black or Latinx than

schools that are predominantly white.
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● Black and Latinx boys with disabilities make up only 3 percent of students nationally, but

account for 12 percent of school arrests.
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● School-age children are particularly vulnerable and susceptible to abusive and traumatizing law

enforcement practices. In Vance County, NC, a sheriff’s deputy working as an SRO picked up an

11-year-old boy, threw him on the ground face-first, pulled him up, and slammed him again.
7

In

Orange County, FL, a video showed a deputy yanking a middle school girl’s head by her hair.
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In

Chicago, a school-based officer assigned to an elementary school dragged a 4-year-old child with

a disability down the school hallway; school officials substantiated the incident as “abuse.”
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Sheriffs must end their policing of schools and actively support the removal of law

enforcement officers from schools.

● Between 14,000 and 20,000 SROs are in schools nationwide.
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Forty-five percent of public

schools reported that they had at least one SRO on campus at least one day a week during the

2017-2018 school year.
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● Among schools with a sworn law enforcement officer during the 2017-2018 school year, over

90% of officers regularly carried firearms, and over 70% carried a chemical aerosol spray (also

known as pepper spray).
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● During the 2015-2016 school year, 14 million children attended schools that had SROs on

campus but no counselors, nurses, psychologists, or social workers.
13

13
Amir Whitaker, et al., supra note 6.

12
Id.

11
Melissa Diliberti, Michael Jackson, et al., & National Center for Education Statistics, Crime, Violence, Discipline,

and Safety in U.S. Public Schools, U.S. Department of Education (July 2019), available at https://bit.ly/3eaTy66.

10
National Association of School Resource Officers, Frequently Asked Questions, https://www.nasro.org/faq/

(last visited July 9, 2021).

9
David Struett, CPD officer dragged special ed student, 4, down hallway at Uptown school, parents say, Chicago

Sun Times (Nov. 17, 2020), https://bit.ly/2N43Evf.

8
Grace Toohey & Jeff Weiner, Orange deputy fired after video showed him yanking middle school girl by her

hair, Orlando Sentinel (Nov. 9, 2019), https://bit.ly/2NlvKC2

7
Minyvonne Burke, Deputy who slammed N.C. middle school student to floor is fired, charged with assault, NBC

News (Dec. 17, 2019), https://nbcnews.to/3yT03mf.

6
Amir Whitaker, et al., Cops and No Counselors: How the Lack of School Mental Health Staff Is Harming

Students, American Civil Liberties Union (2019), https://bit.ly/3wC2PLa.

2

https://bit.ly/3eaTy66
https://www.nasro.org/faq/
https://bit.ly/2N43Evf
https://bit.ly/2NlvKC2
https://nbcnews.to/3yT03mf
https://bit.ly/3wC2PLa

