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STUDENT PRESS FREEDOM ACT - DRAFT  
                                               
Preamble 

WHEREAS it is paramount that a free and democratic society ensures that all its members are 
able to enjoy their fundamental freedoms, including as set out in the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms; 

AND WHEREAS the purpose of the British Columbia school system is to enable all learners to 
become literate, to develop their individual potential and to acquire the knowledge, skills and 
attitudes needed to contribute to a healthy, democratic and pluralistic society and a prosperous 
and sustainable economy; 

AND WHEREAS it is essential that the student journalists of public schools in the British 
Columbia school system are free to exercise their rights to freedom of expression and of the 
press as enshrined in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms; 

AND WHEREAS it is difficult for students and student journalists to assert the rights necessary 
for a free press when disagreements arise over news coverage, it is important to clarify these 
rights and provide procedural vehicles for their assertion; 

AND WHEREAS it is the purpose of this Act to ensure the rights of student journalists to 
freedom of expression and of the press, the rights of students to receive and communicate news 
and other intelligence free from unjust interference, and further to encourage civics, journalism, 
and news media education; 

THEREFORE HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly 
of the Province of British Columbia, enacts as follows:  

Definitions and interpretation 
1 (1)   In this Act:  
 “board” or “board of education” has the same meaning as in the School Act; 
 "journalistic source" has the same meaning as in the Canada Evidence Act; 
 "proceeding" has the same meaning as in the Supreme Court Act; 
 “school” has the same meaning as in the School Act;  
 “school district” has the same meaning as in the School Act; 
 “school official” means a principal, vice principal, director of instruction, superintendent 
of schools, assistant superintendent of schools, member of a board, or any person similarly 
employed or appointed with responsibility for the operation of schools and educational 
programs. 
 “student” has the same meaning as in the School Act; 
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 “student journalist” means a student who prepares, compiles, writes, researches, edits, 
photographs, records, or gathers information for publication or broadcast in student media; 
 “student media” means any journalistic material that is prepared, compiled, written, 
edited, published, or broadcast by a student or students, with or without the assistance of other 
persons, for the purpose of dissemination to other students, including but not limited to print and 
digital newspapers, news websites, yearbooks, podcasts, broadcasts, and other media of 
communication; 
 “teacher” has the same meaning as in the School Act. 

Student Journalists’ Freedom of Expression and of the Press 
2  (1) Subject to subsection (3), teachers, school officials, and boards of education may only 
impose such reasonable limits on the freedom of expression and freedom of the press of student 
journalists in student media as can be demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society. 
  
 (2) Student journalists have the rights referred to in section 2(1) regardless of whether 
they are supported financially, through use of facilities or equipment, or by any other means by a 
school or board of education. 

 (3) No teacher, school official, or board of education may prohibit or limit the creation, 
publication, or dissemination of student media except where the content of the student media: 
  (a) is obscene, 
  (b) is libellous, 
  (c) is unlawful,   
  (d) wilfully and without a claim of right, unreasonably violates the privacy of   
        another, 
  (e) on the basis of a person’s Indigenous identity, race, colour, ancestry, place of   
       origin, religion, martial status, family status, physical or mental disability, sex   
       or sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, age, or analogous    
            ground of that person or that group or class of persons,  
   (i) indicates discrimination or an intention to discriminate against a   
       person or a group or class of persons, or 
   (ii) is likely to expose a person or a group or class of persons to hatred   
       or contempt, 
  (f) poses a threat to the safety or security of the school, 
  (g) harms the social, emotional, or physical health of students, 
  (h) infringes upon the copyright of a third party, or 
  (i) other limits that are reasonable in the context of a Canadian school respectful   
       of freedom of expression and freedom of the press. 
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 (4) A student journalist, including a former student journalist, may refuse a request for the 
disclosure of information that identifies or is likely to identify a journalistic source unless a 
teacher, school official or board of education can demonstrate that:  
  (a) the information cannot be obtained by any other reasonable means; and 
  (b) the public interest in disclosing the information outweighs the public interest   
       in preserving the confidentiality of the journalistic source. 

 (5) a teacher or school official may invoke subsection (4) on behalf of a student 
journalist, including a former student journalist.  

 (6) Nothing in this section may be construed to prevent a teacher or school official from 
teaching professional standards of English or French and journalism to student journalists. 

 (7) Nothing in this section limits protections otherwise enjoyed by students, student 
journalists, or student media under the Charter. 

Rights of Student Journalists Upon Limitation  
3 Any teacher, school official, or board of education who prohibits or limits the creation, 
publication, or dissemination of student media pursuant to section 2(3) must promptly inform in 
writing any affected student journalists;  
  (a) of the prohibition or limitation, and  
  (b) the specific and articulable reasons for the prohibition or limitation, and 
  (c) the legal authority for the prohibition or limitation pursuant to this Act or the   
       Charter. 

4 (1) Any student affected by a prohibition or limitation or a request under section 2(5)  
may appeal the prohibition or limitation to the board of education for the school district in which 
the student is enrolled.  

 (2) Any student affected by a decision, determination, or order by a board of education 
under (1) may appeal to the Supreme Court on a question of fact or law. 

 (3) In any legal proceeding or subsequent appeal resulting from (2), the board of 
education shall pay any reasonable legal costs incurred by student or the student's litigation 
guardian and may only seek to recover its own legal costs from any student or student’s litigation 
guardian in relation to conduct that is vexatious, frivolous, or abusive. 

No Retribution 
5 (1) No student journalist may be dismissed, suspended, disciplined, transferred, or 
otherwise retaliated against for creating, publishing, or disseminating student media, except 
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where the student journalist knowingly and intentionally creates or publishes content that is as 
described in section 2(3).    

 (2) No teacher or school official may be dismissed, suspended, disciplined, reassigned 
transferred, or otherwise retaliated against for: 
  (a) assisting or supporting the creation, publication, or dissemination of student   
        media, or 
  (b) refusing to infringe upon the rights enjoyed by student journalists    
                   pursuant to this Act or the Charter, 
except where the student journalist knowingly and intentionally creates or publishes content that 
is as described in section 2(3).


