
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

For Lutherans, the question for communion isn’t whether or not communion 

is valid, but whether or not it is faithful. We believe that Jesus will show up; 

he promised to. Faithful communion, though, is not a matter of just saying 

certain words or making certain gestures. What we are concerned about is 

how well and clearly our practices communicate Christ’s true presence and 

unconditional love. Lutheran Christians have decided that Christ’s 

communion communicates best in the context of worship, with a called 

presider, in the presence of the assembly. 

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/The_Use_Of_The_Means_Of_Grace.pdf
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Concerning church government it is taught that no one should publicly 

teach, preach, or administer the sacraments without a proper public call.  

 
-The Augsburg Confession–German Text–XIV. Concerning Church Government, The 

Book of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.   



 

 
1 The Lutheran Diaconal Association (https://thelda.org/) is a pan-Lutheran community of deacons, 
and includes opportunities for study and formation for lay people to become deacons. Going through 
this process does not make a person a rostered minister in the ELCA, but ELCA leaders–rostered 
and otherwise–participate in this community.  
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rom communion weekly to communion monthly, if possible.

 
2 That section, Article XXIV, is not about encouraging the church to have weekly communion, though. 
It’s about discouraging church leaders from celebrating daily or private masses; from “multiplying” the 
mass and using it to burden people’s consciences, create requirements and obligations for salvation, 
and extract more money from people.  



 

 
3 We may be able to say this about the pandemic, too, although moving from pandemic to endemic 
doesn’t feel as good as moving from pastoral transition to calling a new pastor.  
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