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FROM THE TOP
ROSEDALE
BETHESDA, MD.
GRAND, KITCHEN
INA CUSTOM HOME
—OVER 5,000
SQUARE FEET

Entrant/Builder/Developer Georgetown
Development Corp., Monrovia, Md.

Architect Studio Z Design, Bethesda, Md.

== very kitchen design has to start
somewhere. This one began with
= 5ome antique pendant lights
the owners had found years
b crlier and put into storage. To
complement the light fixtures, builders Mel
Silicki and James Maloney put together a
palette that's high in contrast and texture,
but minimal in its color selections. The
double-island space is large (a requirement
for clients who frequently host large parties)
and could have easily looked overblown,
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but it doesn't in light of this restraint. At

the same time, a few inspired turns keep

the broad space from feeling too uniform.
Rather than specifying all light countertops
and all dark cabinetry (or vice versa) the
design alternates them. One island has a
dark espresso base with a milky concrete
top, while its twin sports painted white
casework with a dark riveted metal top. Raw
Urth Designs, a metal fabricator in Colorado,
provided the metal countertop (it's rolled
steel with a powder coat patina finish) as
well as all of the cabinet hardware and the
dramatic suspended metal vent hood, which
is made from ¥-inch-thick aged steel and
weighs about 1,000 pounds. “We had to
reinforce the ceiling, and during installation
we needed a jack to raise it into place, along
with about seven guys,” Silicki says. Add to
that some cypress ceiling beams, mahogany
window casements, and a Jerusalem hand-
honed limestone floor, and you've got a space
that feels impressively Old World, yet at the
same time light, open, and airy. — J.s.

ENCORE
PERFORMANCE
GREEN KITCHEN

IN AREBORN
SCHOOLHOUSE
CHICAGO

GRAND, KITCHEN

IN AREMODELED
HOME—OVER 5,000
SQUARE FEET

Entrant/Architect/Interior designer/Kitchen
designer Sullivan, Goulette & Wilson, Chicago

Builder Crescent Rock, Chicago

esigning a green kitchenina
converted 1880s schoolhouse
sounds cool enough, but this
one in Chicago looks even better
than it sounds. The architects
started by gutting the interior, exposing the
brick bearing walls and old-growth wood
structural joists. The resulting kitchen's
unique ceiling texture is complemented by
bamboo cabinets and a 37-foot-long wood
counter that was cut from a fallen silver
maple tree. The countertop's “live edge”
lends an organic flavor. So do recycled
elements such as furniture fabricated from
salvaged gymnasium flooring and oak studs
from a local farmhouse. The architects

also reused lights salvaged from their own
office renovation. But the space is not all
second-hand; modern materials include

an EcoTop paper-based island countertop,
and 3form resin panels—bought from the
manufacturer’s remnants section—in the
appliance garage. For those cold Chicago
nights, radiant heating embedded in the new
concrete floor will keep the inhabitants warm
and cozy. — N.F.M.
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