
2022HOLY LAND TOUR

with Michael McRay
www.michaelmcray.com/tour



AUG 31 DEPARTURE 
& TRAVEL DAY

AUG31-SEPT12
ITINERARY

BIBLICAL SITES

Recommended departure (Michael's flight)

United 954 - Nonstop from SFO to TLV
Departs SFO: 8:15PM, Aug 31
Arrives TLV: 7:50pm Sept 1

Our hotels will be
listed here on page. This section on each page

will list walking details, with
a rating of difficult from 1-
10

1=nothing of any note

10=rigorous walking, like
hiking a trail for a couple
hours

This section will list the
main biblical sites we
will see each day. 



If you choose the recommended flight, we will
arrive late evening in Tel Aviv. 

PLEASE NOTE: Everyone must arrive before 8pm on
September 1. 

The bus will meet us at the TLV airport and carry
us to the hotel in Jerusalem. We will unload and
settle in for a late dinner before trying to get a
good night’s sleep. 

SEPT 1 ARRIVAL IN ISRAEL &
DRIVE TO JERUSALEM

AUG31-SEPT12
ITINERARY

BIBLICAL SITES

2 OUT OF 10

AIRPORT AND HOTEL
WALKING.

NONELEGACY HOTEL
East Jerusalem

BREAKFAST AND DINNER
INCLUDED.

http://www.jerusalemlegacy.com/


SEPT 2 JEWISH
JERUSALEM

 Our bus will pick us up at the hotel around 9, and we will
drive to the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial. We will spend
a couple hours here walking through the memorial museum.  

Then we’ll have a great lunch in West Jerusalem. Possible
afternoon visit to Model of Jerusalem in the First Century
and the Israel Museum to the see the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

Late afternoon, we’ll wander through the Jewish market of
Mahane Yehuda to experience Sabbath preparations. Then
we’re back to the hotel for quick hour rest before Shabbat
dinner with Jewish family. 

AUG31-SEPT12
ITINERARY

BIBLICAL SITES

3 OUT OF 10

Minimal. Slow walk through Yad
Vashem. Standing and light
walking around the Model.
Ambling through the market. 

NONELEGACY HOTEL
East Jerusalem

BREAKFAST AND DINNER
INCLUDED.

https://www.yadvashem.org/
https://travelmarket.org/model-of-jerusalem-with-the-herods-temple-in-foreground-during-the-second-temple-period-circa-first-century-ce-israel-museum-jerusalem/
https://travelmarket.org/model-of-jerusalem-with-the-herods-temple-in-foreground-during-the-second-temple-period-circa-first-century-ce-israel-museum-jerusalem/
https://en.machne.co.il/
https://www.shabbatofalifetime.com/
http://www.jerusalemlegacy.com/


We have breakfast at the hotel before a morning visit with
Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center. Then we’re off to
the Dead Sea, where we’ll spend a couple hours floating on the
sea and enjoying the beach and a delicious lunch at a resort. 

We’ll then drive to the Jordan River Baptismal Site, with quick
stop to point out caves of Qumran where Dead Sea Scrolls were
found. We’ll make time for anyone to be baptized in the Jordan
River that wants to. 

Then we’re off to Jericho, with a short shopping stop at local
store with beautiful ceramics. In Jericho, we’ll have a powerful
visit with Rami Elhanan and Bassam Aramin (see chapter 10 in
my book I Am Not Your Enemy), an Israeli and Palestinian father
who lost their daughters to the conflict. We will then return to
the hotel for dinner and a free evening. 

SEPT 3 JERUSALEM
EXCURSIONS

AUG31-SEPT12
ITINERARY

BIBLICAL SITES

3 OUT OF 10

Minimal. Leisurely.

DEAD SEA

JORDAN RIVER

JERICHO

LEGACY HOTEL
East Jerusalem

BREAKFAST AND DINNER
INCLUDED.

https://sabeel.org/
https://sabeel.org/
http://www.michaelmcray.com/books
http://www.jerusalemlegacy.com/


Take the bus a short 5-minute drive to Garden of
Gethsemane for morning reflection. Then we walk up the
hill around the Old City wall to the Dung Gate, with a
quick 30-minute visit to the archaeological site outside
the ancient entrance to the Temple. 

Then a visit to the Western Wall Plaza. Then up onto the
Temple Mount. Lunch in Old City, then walking Via
Dolorosa to Holy Sepulchre. Free afternoon for shopping
in the Old City. 

Dinner at hotel. Evening conversation with Combatants
for Peace. 

SEPT 4 OLD CITY OF 
JERUSALEM

AUG31-SEPT12
ITINERARY

LEGACY HOTEL
East Jerusalem

BREAKFAST AND DINNER
INCLUDED.

BIBLICAL SITES

8 OUT OF 10

One of the heavier days of
walking. Several hills.
Expect to be tired by the
end of this day.

Garden of Gethsemane

Temple Mount

Holy Sepulchre (church built
over traditional site of
Golgotha and the tomb of
Jesus)

https://cfpeace.org/
http://www.jerusalemlegacy.com/


In the morning, we will have some free time before loading
suitcases on the bus and visiting the Church of St. Peter
Gallicantu, where Jesus was likely held the night before his
crucifixion. Then we leave Jerusalem and drive to
Bethlehem. 

After checking in at the hotel, we will have lunch and visit
with the two founders of A Land for All Movement. After
lunch, we will visit the Wi’am Conflict Transformation
Center to learn about the work being done with children and
families to deal with the trauma of the conflict (See chapter
2 in I Am Not Your Enemy). 

In the evening, we will split up into groups of 4-5 and have
dinner with local families in their homes. This will be an
incredible opportunity that I’ve not offered to groups before.  

SEPT 5 JERUSALEM 
TO BETHLEHEM

AUG31-SEPT12
ITINERARY

BIBLICAL SITES

3 OUT OF 10

Very light.
Dungeon where Jesus
was likely held before
his death.

PARADISE PREMIUM
HOTEL
Bethlehem, Palestine

BREAKFAST AND DINNER
INCLUDED.

https://www.alandforall.org/english/?d=ltr
https://www.alaslah.org/


A wonderfully full day. In the morning, we will head straight for Manger Square and the Church
of the Nativity. Next, we visit the Al Basma Center for the Developmentally Disabled in nearby
Beit Sahour, a remarkable center where Christian and Muslim women provide love and
programming to young people living with developmental disabilities (See chapter 5 in I Am Not
Your Enemy). From there, we have a delicious lunch at Shepherd’s Tent Restaurant. 

After lunch, we will bus to Checkpoint 300 in Bethlehem and begin a 30-minute walking tour of
Israel’s Separation Wall. We will stop at Banksy’s Walled Off Hotel to visit a top-rate museum
on the history of the Israeli occupation of Palestine. Following this will be a couple hours of a
free time. You can rest at the hotel, do some high-quality shopping at the shop of longtime
family friends the Tabashes, or perhaps visit the fascinating Palestinian Heritage Center. 

In the evening, we will take a short drive into the Aida refugee camp, where we will have dinner
at the Al Rowwad Cultural Center and listen to a beautiful talk from center leader Abdelfattah
Abusrour. Then we’ll watch—and hopefully participate in!—a traditional Palestinian dabke
dance performance and tutorial from the youth. 

SEPT 6 THE CITY OF 
BETHLEHEM

AUG31-SEPT12
ITINERARY

BIBLICAL SITES

4 OUT OF 10

Lots of time on our feet,
but we will not walk
significant distances.

Church built over the
traditional birth place of
Jesus

PARADISE PREMIUM
HOTEL
Bethlehem, Palestine

BREAKFAST AND DINNER
INCLUDED.

https://www.tent.ps/index.php
https://walledoffhotel.com/
https://tabashsouvenirs.com/
http://www.palestinianheritagecenter.com/
https://www.alrowwad.org/en/
https://www.ashoka.org/en/fellow/abdelfattah-abusrour


After breakfast, we bus south to Hebron, the largest Palestinian city in the West Bank and
the most hotly contested with Israelis. We will participate in a Breaking the Silence tour, a
walk through the old city area with former Israeli soldiers who are “breaking the silence” on
what they were required to do while on military duty in Hebron. 

We will see the historic Ibrahimi Mosque and the Tomb of the Patriarchs. This will be a
heavy morning bearing witness to the reality of suffering in Hebron. After lunch, we will
make a fun stop at the Hirbawi keffiyeh factory of Hebron, where you can see the
traditional Palestinian headdress being made and shop to your heart’s delight. 

We then bus out of Hebron back north toward Bethlehem, stopping to visit the incredible
Tent of Nations, an educational and environmental 100-acre farm and site of popular
nonviolent resistance and organizing. We will hear the story of the family farm from Daoud
Nasser before returning to the hotel for dinner.  

SEPT 7 DAY TRIP TO
HEBRON

AUG31-SEPT12
ITINERARY

BIBLICAL SITES

5 OUT OF 10

Significant amount of
walking, though minimal
hills.

Tomb of Patriarchs,
where tradition says
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
Sarah, Rebecca, and
Leah are all buried. 

PARADISE PREMIUM
HOTEL
Bethlehem, Palestine

BREAKFAST AND DINNER
INCLUDED.

https://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/
https://www.hirbawi.ps/
http://www.tentofnations.org/


 This will be a very special day. 

We will spend the entire day with the renowned peacebuilder
Ali Abu Awwad (see chapter 1 in I Am Not Your Enemy) and
members of the Taghyeer Palestinian National Nonviolence
Movement that Ali founded. This day will be planned and led
by Ali and his team. 

Tentative plans include breakfast and morning visit with the
women of Jubbet ad-Dhib leading local community
development; lunch and afternoon visit with the Youth of
Sumud at the caves of al-Twani; and dinner and conversation
at the Karama Nonviolence Center.  

Return to Bethlehem at end of day. 

SEPT 8 THE TAGHYEER
MOVEMENT

AUG31-SEPT12
ITINERARY

PARADISE PREMIUM
HOTEL
Bethlehem, Palestine

BREAKFAST AND DINNER
INCLUDED.

BIBLICAL SITES

5 OUT OF 10

Because the day is
planned by Taghyeer, I do
not have a clear sense of
the scope of walking. 

None of note. 

https://www.taghyeerpal.ps/


 Time to leave the West Bank. 

This will be one of our longer driving days. After breakfast in the hotel, we will load the bus and
drive north through the Palestinian capital of Ramallah before making a fun stop at the Taybeh
brewery and winery, the first Palestinian craft brewery in the West Bank. We will tour the site
and then have lunch. 

From there, we head north through Nablus with beautiful vistas of the West Bank along the
drive. Entering back into Israel, we will drive through Nazareth with a quick at the Mount of
Precipitation before making the final leg of the drive to Tiberias at the Sea of Galilee. 

SEPT 9 TO THE
GALILEE

AUG31-SEPT12
ITINERARY

Ron Beach Hotel
Tiberias, Israel

BREAKFAST AND DINNER
INCLUDED.

BIBLICAL SITES

2 OUT OF 10

Possibility the lightest day of
walking we have. Most of the
day will be spent on the bus
getting to the Galilee.    

Jacob’s well, where Jesus met the
Samaritan woman

Pass between Mount Gilboa and
Mount Gerizim

The hometown of Jesus and the
traditional site where the Nazarenes
tried to throw Jesus from the cliff
after he spoke in the synagogue

https://taybehbeer.com/
https://www.ronbeachhotel.com/


 A relaxed, peaceful, free morning at the hotel on the Sea of
Galilee. The hotel sits at the water’s edge. I will offer
options of things to do for those who don’t wish to rest at
the hotel.

In the afternoon, we will drive around the lake (“Sea of
Galilee”) and take a first-century-style fishing boat out on
the Sea of Galilee and sail back across to Tiberias. For those
that wish, there can be time for a hike up Mount Arbel. 

After dinner, I will take those that wish into Tiberias for an
evening of wandering as Sabbath ends and the town comes
alive. 

SEPT 10 SEA OF
GALILEE

AUG31-SEPT12
ITINERARY

BIBLICAL SITES

3 OUT OF 10

Easy day. The longest
walk would be for those
that wish to walk from the
hotel into Tiberias in the
evening, approximately a
15-minute stroll.      

Sailing on the Sea of
Galilee, from which we will
be able to point out several
important sites of Jesus’
ministry in the Galilee. 

Ron Beach Hotel
Tiberias, Israel

BREAKFAST AND DINNER
INCLUDED.

https://www.jesusboats.com/
https://www.jesusboats.com/
https://www.hike-israel.com/hikes/hikes-in-the-galilee/arbel/
https://www.ronbeachhotel.com/


 On our last day, we will begin with a Sunday reflection on
the stunning Mount of Beatitudes. From there, we drive a
short distance down the hill to Capernaum, the home-base
of Jesus’s ministry. We will have a seafood lunch somewhere
by the lake. 

 After lunch, we drive to Caesarea Maritima, an ancient
Roman coastal city at the Mediterranean Sea, where my
grandfather dug as an archaeologist. We will spend a couple
hours exploring the large site, as well as stopping for a
gorgeous photo opportunity at the Roman aqueduct nearby. 

We will conclude our time together with a spectacular
seafood dinner in Old Jaffa at the Old Man and the Sea. We
will say goodbye to Israel and Palestine at Ben Gurion
Airport before our catching our flight back to the U.S. 

SEPT 11 FROM THE GALILEE
TO TEL AVIV

AUG31-SEPT12
ITINERARY

BIBLICAL SITES5 OUT OF 10

No difficult walks, but a
good amount of time on
our feet at archaeological
sites. 

Mount of Beatitudes, where Jesus fed
the 5,000 and delivered the Sermon on
the Mount

Capernaum, where Peter lived and
Jesus based his ministry

Caesarea, where an imprisoned Paul
made his appeal to be sent to Caesar in
Rome. 

https://followinghadrian.com/2015/01/05/the-hadrianic-aqueduct-of-caesarea-maritima-israel/#:~:text=King%20Herod%20commissioned%20a%20raised,north%20of%20the%20ancient%20city
https://hazakenvehayam.co.il/en/the-old-man-and-the-sea-restaurant-kedem-85-jaffa/


Recommended return

United 955 - Nonstop from TLV to SFO
Departs TLV: 12:55am Sept 12
Arrives SFO: 6:00am Sept 12

SEPT 12 ARRIVAL
HOME

AUG31-SEPT12
ITINERARY

 The bus will get us to the airport by 8pm the night of Sept 11. If your flight is
scheduled before 10pm that night, you'll be responsible for the cost of
transportation to get you to the airport early. 

 The expenses that your tour price covers ends with our arrival at the airport on
Sept 11. Any costs associated with a longer stay in Israel or travel to other
countries will be your own financial responsibility. 

You are welcome to stay longer in Israel, or fly anywhere else in the world you want to
go! A few things to be aware of, though:


