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PERIS

Nova Peris, born Nova Perig-Kneebone, ie an Australian athlete and politician who hag
made significant contributiong in both fields. Born in 1971, she became the first
Aboriginal Augtralian to win an Olympic gold medal in 1996 ag a member of the
Australian women's hockey team.

Peric'e gporting achievernents extended beyond the Olympic Games. She wag a skilled

gprinter and reprecented Auctralia in athletics before trangitioning to field hockey. Her

versatility, dedication, and determination made her a formidable competitor and a role
model for agpiring athletes, particularly for Indigenoue Auctralians.

In addition fo her athletic career, Peric made a successful trangition into politics. In
2013, ghe became the firet Aboriginal woman elected fo the Augtralian Senate,
repregenting the Northern Territory for the Australian Labor Party. During her time in
politics, Perig focused on issues such as Indigenous rights, education, and health,
etriving to improve the lives of Aboriginal and Torree Strait [elander peoples.

Peric's advocacy work extende beyond the political sphere. She has been a vocal
advocate for Reconciliation, the Stolen Generationg, and the recognition of Aberiginal
and Torres Strait [slander cufture and heritage. Her dedication to social justice and
equality hag earned her respect and admiration from Indigenoug communities and the
broader Augtralian public.

Nova Peri¢'s achievemente both in eporte and politice have broken barriere and paved
the way for future generationg of Indigenous Augtralians. Her impact ac a trailblazer,
role model, and advocate continues to inspire and empower individuale, highlighting
the importance of representation and the potential for pogitive change.



SIIAREENA
CLANTON

Shareena Clanton is an Australian actress known for her talent, versatility, and advocacy

for Indigenous representation in the entertainment industry. Born and raised in Perth,
Clanton hag made a significant impact on both ctage and sereen.

Clanton’s acting career took off when she landed roles in acclaimed felevision series such as
“Wentworth” and "Redfern Now." Her performances were celebrated for their depth and
authenticity, showeasing her ability to portray complex and eompelling characters. She has
aleo made an appearance in "Neighbours" further establishing her presence in the Australian
televigion landscape.

Beyond her acting accomplishments, Shareena Clanton is a passionate advocate for
indigenous rights and representation. She uses her platform to raise awarenese about the
issues faced by indigenous communities and works towards promoting diversity in the arts.
Clanton hag been voeal about the need for more indigenous actors, writers, and directors in
the industry, advocating for increased opportunities and aceurate portrayals.

Clanton's dedieation to her eraft and her activism have earned her respect and admiration
from both her peers and the audience. Her commitment to challenging stereotypes and
promoting inclusivity has made her a prominent figure in the Australian entertainment
industry. With her talent and passion, Clanton continues to inspire and pave the way for
future generations of indigenous performers.



ANMANTLA
ARRIS

Samantha Harrig i¢ an accomplished Indigenous model who hag made significant

etride in the fachion industry. As an Indigenous worman, she hag become a
symbol of repregentation, breaking barriers, and challenging traditional beauty
etandarde.

Samantha hag used her platform to promote diversity, inclusivity, and the
recognition of Indigenous culture and beauty. Her presence in the fashion world
has not only helped redefine conventional notiong of beauty but aleo brought
much-needed attention to the richness and diversity of Indigenous heritage.

Through her work, Samantha Harrie hae become an ingpiration for agpiring

Indigenous modele and young people from marginalised communities. She hag

chown that it ie possible to eucceed in an industry that hag higtorically been
dominated by Eurocentric standardg of beauty.

In addition to her modeling career, Samantha hag been actively involved in
advocacy and community work. She hag uged her platform to raise awarenese
about the challenges faced by Indigenous communities and to support initiatives
that empower and uplift marginaliced groupe.

Samanthas success a¢ an Indigenous model i a testament to her falent,
determination, and regilience. Her pregence in the fachion indugtry hae opened
doore for others, challenging the industry fo embrace diversity and celebrate the
beauty of all cultures. She hag become a role model and a beacon of hope for
thoge who agpire to make their mark in the fashion world while ¢taying true to
their heritage.




MARCIA
LANGTON

Mareia Langton ie a prominent Augtralian academie, activiet, and anthropologiet who hag made
eignificant eontributiong to the fielde of Indigenoue studiee and cocial justice. Born on October 31,
[95, Langton has dedicated her life to aduocating for the rights and recagnition of Indigenous
Augtraliang.

Ag an Indigenous woman herself, Langton's work focuges on Indigenoug land right, Indigenous cultural
heritage, and the empowerment of Aboriginal and Torree Strait lelander peoples. She hae conducted
extencive regearch and published numerous influential worke on these subjecte, chedding light on the

sooial, economic, and political ehallenges faced by Indigenous communities.

Langton's academic career hag seen her hold prestigious pogitione at varioue universitieg, including the
Univergity of Melbourne and the University of Queengland. She has received numeroug awards and
accoladeg for her research and activiem, including being appointed ag an Officer of the Order of
Auctralia

Beyond academia, Langton hag been a voeal advocate for Indigenous righte, working tirelegdly fo raice
awareness about the ongoing struggles faced by Indigenous Australiang. Her public appearances,
speeches, and media engagements have helped bring attention to icsues sueh ag land right, cuttural

pregervation, and the importance of celf-determination for Indigenoug eommunities.

Langton's impact extends beyond Australia, ac che hag aleo worked on an infernational level,
aduocating for the righte of Indigenoue peoples worldwide. She hag collaborated with ndigenoue
communities and organisationg globally, contributing to the broader digcourse on Indigenous righte and
Reconciliation.

In summary, Marcia Langton ig a highly influential figure in the field of Indigenous studies, renowned for

her academic contributions and advocacy work. Her dedication to advancing the righte and wellbeing

of Indigenous Auctraliang hae made a profound impact, both within her hore country and on the global
gtage.



LINDA
PURNEY

Linda Burney i¢ an Australian politician and a prominent figure in Indigenous righte and

social juctice. Born in 957, she became the firet Aboriginal woman to be elected to the
Australian Houge of Representatives in 2016, representing the Divigion of Barton in New
South Wales.

Burney's political eareer ie rooted in her lifelong commitment to fighting for the righte of
Indigenoug Australiang. She hag been a etrong advocate for Reconciliation in health and
education outcomes between Indigenoug and non-Indigenous Augtraliang, and addreesing
the high rates of incarceration among Aboriginal people.

Before entering federal politice, Burney held various leadership positions, including being the
firet Aboriginal pereon to gerve in the New South Wales Parliament as a member of the
Legislative Aseerbly. During her time in state politics, she played a erucial role in
implementing policies to address social inequality and improve Indigenous affairs.

Burney's pereonal experiences ag a proud Wiradjuri woman have chaped her political vigion
and priorities. She hae been voeal about her own family'e history of digplacement,
ageimilation policies, and the ongoing struggle for recognition and self-defermination for
Aboriginal and Torreg Strait lelander peaples.

Beyond her work in politics, Burney hag been a tireless campaigner for social justice and
equality. Her aduocacy hag brought attention to the need for greater reprecentation of
Indigenoug voiceg in decigion-making processee and the importance of acknowledging and
celebrating Indigenous culture and heritage.

Linda Burney's contributiong to Augtralian politics and Indigenous righte have been
ingtrumental in raiging awareness about the challenges faced by Indigenous communities
and in promoting poaitive change. She continues fo be a etrong and influential voice for
Juetice and equality, ingpiring othere to work towarde a more inclugive and fair eociety.



CATITY
FREEMAN

Cathy Freeman is an Australian sporting icon, celebrated for her extraordinary achievements as
an athlete and her cignificant contributione to promoting inelusivity and Indigenoue rights. Born
on February 16,1973, in Mackay, Queensland, Freeman quickly rose fo prominence in the
world of track and field.

Freeman's breakthrough moment came at the (994 Commonwealth Games in Vietoria, Canada,
where she won gold in the 200 meters. However, it wag her performance at the Sydney 2000
Olympic Games that etched her name into the higtory booke. Competing on her home <oil,
Freeman captivated the nation by winning gold in the 400 meters, becoming the first
Augtralian Aboriginal athlete to elaim an individual Olympic gold medal. Her victory, adorned in
her iconie hooded bodysuit, symbolized unity and reconeiliation for Indigenous and non-
[ndigenous Australians.

Beyond her sporting prowese, Freeman hae been a tireless advocate for social change. She =
established the Cathy Freeman Foundation, which aims to improve educational opportunities for
Indigenous children, particularly those living in remote eommunities. The foundation's progeéim

have made a significant impact, empowering young Indigenous students to overcomerb: :
and achieve their full potential.

Freeman's achievements have garnered numerous accolades, including’ b
of the Year in 1998. Her impact extends far beyond the realm of por
platform to champion causes eloge to her heart and ingpire fener:

Cathy Freeman's legacy transcends athletic records, as shejperm:
pergeverance, unity, and cocial progress. Her remarkable journgg ° omind
dedication and determination, barriers can be overcome, and Hgeams ean be reali



RO
MALANAN

Deborah Mailman ie an acclaimed Australian actress known for her exceptional talent and versatility on both stage
and screen. Born on July 4, (972, Mailman has become an iconie figure in the Australian entertainment industry,
breaking barriers and leaving an indelible mark with her powerful performances.

Mailman's acting eareer spans over two decades, during which she hag garnered numerous awards and accolades.
She is widely recognised for her portrayal of strong and complex characters, often depieting the experiences of
Indigenous Australians. Her ability to bring depth and authenticity to her roles hag made her one of Augtralia's most
respected and celebrated actresses.

One of Mailman s most notable performances was in the 1998 film “Radiance,” where che played the role of Nona, a
young woman reconnecting with her estranged family. Her portrayal earned her critical acclaim and the Australian
Film nstitute Award for Best Actress.

In addition to her film work, Mailman has made significant contributions to Australian television. She became a
household name with her role as Kelly Lewis in the popular series “The Secret Life of Us.” Her portrayal of an
intelligent and witty woman navigating the complexities of relationships and careers resonated with audiences, and
ghe won multiple awards for her performance.

Mailman's talent extends beyond aeting. She has aleo made meaningful contributione as an advocate for Indigenous
rights and representation. Her voice and visibility have helped raise awareness about the challenges faced by
Indigenous Australians and the importance of diverse storytelling.

In recognition of her outstanding contributions to the arts, Mailman was appointed as a Member of the Order of
Augtralia in 2016. Her career continues fo flourigh, and she remains an influential figure and inspiration for aspiring
aetors, particularly those from Indigenous backgrounds.

In summary, Deborah Mailman i¢ a highly aecomplished Australian actrese whose exceptional talent and advocacy
work have cemented her as a revered figure in the entertainment industry. Her ability to bring depth and authenticity
to her roles, combined with her commitment to representing Indigenous Australians, has solidified her place as an
influential and recpected artist.




EVONNE
GOOLAGONG

Evonne Goolagong, born on July 31,1951, ic an Augtralian tennic legend who left an indelible mark on the sport. As an Ind

Australian background, she broke barriers and became an inspiration to millions around the world. Goolagong's remarkable skill,
grace, and sportemanchip earned her a place among the all-time greats of women's tennis.

Goolagong's career was adorned with numerous achievements, including seven Grand Slam titles. She won the prestigious
Wimbledon singles ehampionship twice (1971, 1980) and claimed four Australian Open singles titles (1974, 1975, 1976, 1977).
Her elegant playing style, characterised by lightning-quick footwork and exquisite shot-making, captivated audiences and fellow
players alike.

Beyond her athletic prowess, Goolagong's impact extended far beyond the fennis court. As a proud indigenous Australian, she
became a symbol of representation and empowerment for indigenous people across the globe. Her success inspired many young
athletes from underrepresented communities, breaking down barriers and fostering diversity in the sport.

Goolagong's legacy is not only defined by her remarkable achievements but algo by her humility and sportsmanship. She exemplified
grace and dignity, both in vietory and defeat, earning the respect and admiration of her peers. Her contributions fo the eport were
acknowledged when she was inducted into the International Tennis Hall of Fame in [988.

Today, Goolagong continues to ingpire generations of tennie players and remaing a role model for aspiring athletes. Her impact
reaches far beyond the court, leaving an enduring legacy as a pioneer, echampion, and ambassador for diversity in sports.




TRUGANINI

Truganini, also known as Trugernanner, was an Aboriginal Tasmanian woman who lived from 812 to
I876. Truganini's life was deeply impacted by the colonisation of Tasmania by the Britieh and the violent
conflicte that ensued.

Truganini experienced the devastating effects of European settlement firsthand. She witnessed the
destruetion of her people's traditional way of life, the loss of their lands, and the introduation of diseages
that decimated the Aboriginal population. Tragieally, she aleo suffered the loss of her family membere fo

violence and digeace.

Despite the immense hardships she faced, Truganini displayed remarkable resilienee. She became a
prominent figure in the efforts to preserve Tasmanian Aboriginal eulture and worked ag an interpreter and
quide for European seftlers. Truganini also shared her knowledge of Aboriginal eustomsand traditions,
ensuring that they were recorded and preserved for futire generations.

In her later yeare, Truganini advoeated for the rights ofiindigenous people.and campaigned for the return
of Aboriginal remains held in museums. Her efforts contributed to a greater understanding and
recognition of the injustices faced by the Aboriginal population.

Truganini's life serves as a powerful reminder of the devastating impact of colonisation on Indigenous
communities and the strength and resilience of those who survived. Her legacy continues to incpire and
educate people about the importance of preserving and respeeting Indigenous cultures.




Tamara Young is a proud Aboriginal Kamilaroi woman with Irich
heritage aleo. She i¢ a dedicated Narrative Therapist and the
creator of Wonky Linee Coungelling. Her miggion i¢ to empower
individuale and communitieg by challenging falee narratives. With
her own lived experience and pergonal understanding of the
impact of intergenerational trauma, she guides her clients through
a trancformative journey of healing and growth. Through her
approach, she encourages the re-authoring of sad storieg, helping
peaple reclaim their agency and congtruct more ermpowering
narratives.

Thie regource hag been
lovingly created for you.

Written and illugtrated by Tamara

Growing up ag an Aboriginal girl with fair ekin, | faced the challenge
of navigating two worlde and working out where | belong.
Throughout my childhood, [ struggled to recall any significant
celebrations or meaningful discussions about Aboriginal women
apart from my immediate family. However, ag [ got older, it wag
eagier to gee the radiant brilliance of Aboriginal women illuminating
the path before me. Ingpired by their strength, | wanted to create a
book that paye homage to these remarkable women. Within ite
pageg, [ aim to honor not only their achievemente but aleo their
dedication to safequard our cuftural heritage. They digmantle
migconceptiong surrounding the identity and limitless potential of
Aboriginal women. Together, we celebrate the resilience, wisdom,
and empowerment of Aboriginal women, paving the way for a
brighter future.



