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The Democratic 
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Forward 

Our party and planet are at a crossroads. As Democrats, we stand 
for the protection of working families and stewardship of the 
environment while guarding against the corrupting influence of 
corporations and wealthy special interests. Sadly, for the last 
twenty years Washington’s Second Congressional District has 
been represented by a politician who receives most of their 
campaign funding from corporate PACs and chooses to not 
support many of the key issues and priorities that the Democratic 
Party stands for. 

Our campaign is the most reflective of those stated priorities, and 
will bring to Congress fair representation of what our party 
believes. That means single-payer healthcare; it means a Green 
New Deal; it means racial justice and acknowledging the 
centuries-long struggles of BIPOC people in America. 

When the Whatcom Democrats decided against endorsing 
Representative Rick Larsen in 2020, Chair Andrew Reding said 
that it should be “a wake-up call that holding to increasingly 
unpopular positions could open the way for a successful 
challenge by a more progressive candidate in this deep-blue 
district.” 

Rep. Larsen will again be approaching Democratic Local Party 
Organizations for their endorsement of his eleventh re-election 
campaign. When considering that endorsement, I implore you to 
review his record in the House — votes, statements, and campaign 
contributors — to fairly consider whether Rep. Larsen is genuinely 
the best representation of your beliefs and priorities. What you 
may find is a long history of defying those key issues while 
accepting large sums of money in campaign donations from 
wealthy special interests.

 www.callforcongress.com   Report to PCOs and LPOs              @CallForCongresstfcy
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Questions to ask Rep. Rick Larsen 
After thorough research into Rep. Larsen’s career and record of statements, interviews, and 
town hall recordings the following questions have not been asked of him. In endorsement 
proceedings, please consider asking these questions to the incumbent. 

Criminal Justice 

• Why do you not support the abolition of the 1033 Program? 

• You claimed to the Whatcom Peace and Justice Center that you have been working with 
Rep. Hank Johnson (D-GA) on efforts to reform the 1033 Program since 2015. However, you 
did not cosponsor Rep. Johnson’s bill until 2020.[7] WPJC said that you were “taking credit 
for the work of [your] Black colleague”.[8] Why did you misrepresent your support for Rep. 
Johnson’s legislation? 

• Do you support the federal legalization or decriminalization of cannabis? 

• Why did you vote in 2019 to prevent HHS from using funds to promote the legalization of 
cannabis?[14] 

• Do you support abolishing the death penalty? 

Education 
• Why do you support two years of tuition-free community college but not tuition-free 

attendance of four-year public universities and colleges? 

Environment, Climate, and Sustainability 
• Why have you accepted contributions from political action committees representing fossil 

fuel corporations like Marathon, Shell, BP, and Exxon Mobil during the climate crisis? 

• When the Green New Deal resolution was proposed, you said that you had unanswered 
questions. Now with five Green New Deal-related bills introduced in the House, have any of 
those questions been answered? Why do you not cosponsor any Green New Deal-related 
legislation? (H.R. 2664 “Green New Deal for Public Housing Act”, H.R. 4442 “Green New 
Deal for Public Schools Acts of 2021”, H.R. 2644 “Green New Deal for Cities Act of 2021”, 
H.R. 2038 “BUILD GREEN Infrastructure and Jobs Act”, H.R. 2670 “The Civilian Climate 
Corps for Jobs and Justice Act”.) 

• Your legislation, the GREEN Ferries Act, provides enough funding over four years to 
construct one new zero-emission ferry vessel.[91][92] Do you believe this is the “bold, FDR-like 
investment”[93] you have said is needed to confront the climate crisis? 

• Do you support GMO labelling on U.S. domestic food, consumer, and agricultural 
products? 
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1232/cosponsors?r=17&s=3
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https://larsen.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2529


• You have repeatedly voted against cutting funding to federal fossil fuel research and 
development programs,[19][20] which are considered by some of your colleagues to be 
subsidies for corporations like Exxon Mobil, Chevron, and ConocoPhillips. What was the 
reason for those votes? 

Foreign Policy 
• In 2003, you said that you supported relocating the U.S. embassy in Israel to Jerusalem and 

that it would be a “huge statement” but “politically risky”.[48] Donald Trump officially moved 
the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem in 2018, defying experts who warned of disastrous 
consequences to the Israeli-Palestinian peace process.[49] Do you still stand by that 
statement? 

• You have voted to abdicate Congress’s constitutional responsibility to declare war for use of 
military action against Iran[50] and Libya[51]. In 2021, you voted against requiring 
congressional authorization for a continued U.S. military presence in Syria. Why?[52] 

• You have voted against cutting the Pentagon budget by 12 percent,[62] 10 percent,[63] 3 
percent,[64] 2½ percent,[65] 1 percent,[66] or even 0.04 percent.[67] Do you believe the United 
States spends too much on defense? What amount of cuts to the Pentagon budget would 
be acceptable to you? 

Healthcare 
• Why do you believe a public option through the Affordable Care Act is a better pathway to 

universal healthcare than single-payer? 

• What are your objections to single-payer healthcare that has led you to not support it since 
you took office? 

Labor and Economic Justice 
• You have said that you would “consider support” for a “modern” Glass-Steagall bill,[68] but 

you have never cosponsored the 21st Century Glass-Steagall Act any of the three times it 
was introduced in the House.[80] Why? 

• Would you support raising the minimum wage to $15 an hour before 2025? 

• In 2015, you were the only Democrat to vote against banning federal contracts for firms 
guilty of violating the Fair Labor Standards Act.[84] Why? 

Social Justice 
• You did not comment on the Black Lives Matter movement or unarmed People of Color 

killed by law enforcement in press releases, social media posts, interviews, or op-eds until 
2020. What was your aversion to focusing on the issues of racial justice and police violence 
for the first two decades of your career? 
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Misalignments with the Washington State Democratic 
Party Platform 
Rep. Rick Larsen has taken many votes, given many statements, and taken contributions from 
corporate PACs that stand in opposition to the adopted positions of the Washington State 
Democrats as according to their platform last updated in 2020. 


Criminal Justice Reform 

Rep. Larsen does not cosponsor H.R. 994 “Justice is Not For Sale Act of 2021” which would 
ban for-profit private prisons at the state and local level.[1] 
 

Rep. Larsen has supported the War on Drugs, earning a “tough on crime” rating from the 
National Association of Police Organizations in 2019.[2] In 2006, Rep. Larsen stated that 
Democrats should talk more about supporting the police in the War on Drugs to combat the 
perception that the Democratic political messaging is only to stand in opposition to 
Republicans.[3] In 2014, Rep. Larsen voted against a proposed cut to Drug Enforcement 
Agency funding.[4] In 2005, Rep. Larsen voted to increase funding to police department 
grants to specifically be used to fight the War on Drugs.[5] 
 

Rep. Larsen does not cosponsor H.R. 176 “Restricting the Use of Solitary Confinement Act” 
which would impose further restrictions on the use of solitary confinement in federal prisons 
in order to discourage and eliminate the practice.[6] 
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Democrats support: No person or corporation should profit from the imprisonment of 
people.

Democrats support: In ending the war on drugs, by prioritizing treatment of addiction over 
incarceration.

Democrats support: Abolition of solitary confinement as punishment.
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/994/cosponsors?r=6&s=1
https://www.napo.org/files/5716/1005/5505/NAPO_116th_Congress_Legislative_Scorecard.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EH5GjAED6SU
https://www.congress.gov/amendment/113th-congress/house-amendment/719
https://www.congress.gov/amendment/109th-congress/house-amendment/272
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/176/cosponsors


 

In a 2020 interview with the Whatcom Peace and Justice Center, Rep. Larsen defended the 
1033 Program and falsely claimed to support reform efforts as early as 2015 with Rep. Hank 
Johnson (D-GA). Rep. Johnson introduced the Stop Militarizing Law Enforcement Act in the 
114th Congress on March 4, 2015. Among the 49 co-sponsors, Rep. Larsen was not one of 
them.[7] Rep. Johnson has introduced this bill in every Congress since 2013. Rep. Larsen did 
not first cosponsor the legislation until June 11, 2020, two weeks after George Floyd’s 
murder. WPJC concluded that “in our estimation, [Rep. Larsen] took credit for the work of his 
Black colleague.”[8] Instead, in 2014, Rep. Larsen voted against imposing limits and other 
restrictions on the types of military equipment sold to police under the 1033 Program.[9] 
 

In 2005, Rep. Larsen voted to allow the Department of Justice to attack states with legal 
medical cannabis.[5] This was followed by similar votes in 2006,[10] 2007,[11] and 2012.[12] Even 
after cannabis had been legalized for recreational purposes in Washington state, Rep. Larsen 
continued to maintain roadblocks at the federal-level to decriminalization or legalization. In 
2014, he voted against allowing doctors with the Department of Veterans Affairs provide 
recommendations for use of medical cannabis.[13] As recently as 2019, Rep. Larsen voted 
against taking steps to decriminalize cannabis at the federal-level. In that year’s 
appropriations bill for the Department of Health and Human Services, Rep. Larsen voted to 
prevent HHS from using funds for “any activity that promotes the legalization of any drug or 
other substance in Schedule I,” of which cannabis is included.[14]  
 

Rep. Larsen has no public position on abolishing the death penalty according to his press 
releases, campaign website, and social media posts. He is not a cosponsor of H.R. 97 “Federal 
Death Penalty Abolition Act of 2021”.[15] 
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Democrats support: Police need to be demilitarized and the use of tanks, assault vehicles, 
military assault arms should be banned.

Democrats support: The decriminalization of drugs; 
Convictions for possession of marijuana (and any repeating paraphernalia charges) to be 
expunged nationwide and such prisoners immediate released.

Democrats support: Abolish the death penalty.
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Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA) has introduced the No Money Bail Act in every Congress since 2016 that 
would ban cash bail in federal cases. For each of the four proposed bills, Rep. Larsen has 
cosponsored none of them.[16] 

Education 

Rep. Larsen does not support tuition-free four-year college but instead a means-tested 
program for tuition-free two-year community college programs.[17] 

 

Environment, Climate, and Sustainability 

Rep. Larsen does not support a Green New Deal. 
 

In 2015, Rep. Larsen voted against a provision that would have mandated U.S. companies 
who are required to label GMOs in their products sold overseas to also include the same 
labelling for products sold domestically.[18] 
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Democrats oppose: The use of cash bail.

Democrats support: Ability to attend public colleges and universities in Washington State 
without being charged tuition, and funding from the state to those colleges and universities 
to replace those tuition dollars.

Democrats support: Clearly label food in support of consumer choice, including date 
packaged, full and complete disclosure of nation of origin, genetically modified organism 
status, irradiation, and organic certification.

Democrats support: Increase support for development of renewable and sustainable 
energy programs to supply electricity to the power grid to meet statutory climate goals for 
Washington State and the Paris Climate Accord globally.
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Democrats believe: Government should enact policies that promote job creation in the U.S. 
such as funding infrastructure projects and promoting the Green New Deal.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/97/cosponsors
https://www.ricklarsen.org/priorities/education
https://www.congress.gov/amendment/114th-congress/house-amendment/678


In 2012, Rep. Larsen voted against redirecting $100 million in funding from federal fossil fuel 
research and development to renewable energy programs.[19] In 2017, Rep. Larsen voted 
against a redirection of $355 million from fossil fuel research and development to renewable 
energy programs.[20] 

 

Rep. Larsen has received tens of thousands of dollars from corporate political action 
committees representing Exxon Mobil, BP, Shell, and Keystone XL pipeline owner 
TransCanada. Rep. Larsen has voted against banning “free drilling” in the Gulf of Mexico,[21] 
against limiting loans to oil and gas projects by the Export-Import Bank,[22] and against 
requiring fossil fuel companies to disclose their federal subsidies on project applications.[23] 
In 2007, Rep. Larsen voted to maintain federal subsidies for “ultra deepwater” offshore oil 
drilling.[24] Deepwater Horizon was among these “ultra deepwater” projects. 
 

Despite strong opposition from tribal governments, Rep. Larsen supported the development 
of the Gateway Pacific Terminal coal export facility near Bellingham and the Lummi Nation. In 
2015, it was reported that Rep. Larsen supported an amendment that would essentially allow 
project reviewers to disregard concerns brought forward by the Lummi Nation regarding the 
terminal’s violation of treaty rights.[25] 

 

Rep. Larsen does not sponsor or cosponsor legislation to aggressively target and reduce 
emissions from aviation, despite being the Chairman of the House Aviation Subcommittee. 

In 2016, ICAO estimated that in order to rapidly adopt Sustainable Aviation Fuels (SAF) to 
meet emission reduction goals set forth in the Paris Climate Accord, the planet would need to 
construct over 300 new biorefineries per year. Over ten years, this would require an estimated 
investment of $1.1 trillion.[26] Since becoming Ranking Member on the House Aviation 
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Democrats support: [To m]eet climate goals we call for phase out of oil and gas exploration, 
transportation, extraction and investment in future new fossil fuel infrastructure in 
Washington State and offshore of the Washington Coast to the Coastal Zone Managed Act.
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Democrats support: Hold meaningful consultation with Tribal Governments on 
environment, climate and sustainability policies and prioritize their needs.

Democrats support: Set and implement aviation CO2 emissions standards at a national 
level that surpass the International Civil Aviation Organization’s (ICAO) standards.
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Subcommittee in 2013, Rep. Larsen has not introduced any legislation to address this deficit 
in biofuel production necessary to adapt SAF industry-wide by 2030. Between 2013 and 
2018, aviation emissions are estimated to have grown 32%,[27] rising up to 70% faster than 
originally thought.[28] 

Rep. Larsen has said he does not support a Green New Deal because “one of the lead 
sponsors says one of the intentions is to make air travel unnecessary.”[29] However, in a 
business-as-usual scenario ICAO estimates that aviation emissions may account for a quarter 
of the global carbon budget by 2050 if growth of the industry is left unchecked.[27]  

To maintain these positions, Rep. Larsen has received tens of thousands of dollars from 
corporate political action committees representing Boeing, Airbus, and American Airlines, 
and industry lobby groups like Airlines for America among others. 
 

In 2011, Rep. Larsen voted to prevent findings about recent safety issues with the Keystone 
pipeline network, owned by campaign donor[30] TransCanada, from being included in final 
legislation regarding the project.[31] Rep. Larsen also voted against requiring a study to 
examine the health effects of toxic fumes and pollution generated by oil refineries connected 
to the Keystone XL pipeline network.[32] In 2013, Rep. Larsen voted against three provisions 
that would have further studied the environmental and public health risks associated with the 
Keystone XL pipeline.[33] 

Rep. Larsen helped fossil fuel companies conceal risks associated with oil and gas exploration 
projects by voting against a requirement that worst-case scenario studies be included in 
federal project applications.[34] In 2011, Rep. Larsen voted to use federal disaster relief funds 
to help subsidize LNG export terminals,[35] like the one owned by top campaign donor[36] 
Puget Sound Energy.[37] 
 

Shortly after taking office in 2001, Rep. Larsen voted to give fossil fuel companies large tax 
breaks for new oil and gas developments that “anticipated growth for natural gas 
consumption in the west.”[38] Several years later, Rep. Larsen voted to maintain federal 
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Democrats oppose: Transport and storage of fossil fuels and hazardous materials without 
meaningful environmental safeguards; 
New fossil-fuel terminals at any Washington State ports; 
Coal-fired generating plants everywhere, and transportation of coal anywhere.

Democrats oppose: The continuation of massive subsidies to the fossil fuel and nuclear 
energy industries.
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subsidies for “ultra deepwater” offshore oil drilling.[24] Deepwater Horizon was among these 
“ultra deepwater” projects. 

Two days after receiving $1,000 from BP in 2006,[39] Rep. Larsen voted against limiting how 
much money the Export-Import Bank could loan for an oil and gas development.[40] The 
amendment’s sponsor, Rep. Bernie Sanders (D-VT) said that it is “beyond comprehension” 
that any lawmaker “could come forward with a straight face and say that the taxpayers of 
America should be providing loan guarantees and subsidies to corporations like Exxon 
Mobil.”[41] 

In 2015, Rep. Larsen voted against three separate proposed cuts to federal fossil fuel research 
and development programs.[39] Rep. Keith Ellison (D-MN) said that the federal government 
must no longer “foot the bill for R&D for Exxon Mobil, Shell, Chevron, BP, and ConocoPhillips.”
[43] 
 

Rep. Larsen helped undermine new federal gasoline emission regulations by requiring the 
EPA conduct a study on how such rules would impact “American competitiveness”, a measure 
that a majority of Democrats voted against.[44] 

In 2014, Rep. Larsen voted to cut federal environmental enforcement programs by $8.5 
million and redirect that money to police grants.[45] After helping to weaken EPA enforcement 
capacity, the next year Rep. Larsen voted to allow oil companies to delay verifying 
compliance with EPA emissions rules by up to five years.[46] 

 

Foreign Policy 

In 2011, Rep. Larsen broke with a majority of Democrats and voted to extend controversial 
provisions of the PATRIOT Act.[47] 
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Democrats oppose: Weakening or eliminating environmental laws such as the Clean Water 
Act and the Clean Air Act and weakening or eliminating the Environmental Protection 
Agency.
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Democrats believe: We must protect our nation from external threats without suppressing 
human rights at home and abroad.
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In 2003, Rep. Larsen supported relocating the U.S. embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem saying it would be a “huge statement but also politically risky.”[48] Khaled Elgindy 
of Brookings Institution warned in 2017 that relocation of the embassy would be disastrous 
for the peace process because it “would effectively be recognizing the city as Israel’s capital, a 
step that successive U.S. administrations from both parties along with virtually every country 
in the world have steadfastly avoided since 1948.”[49] In 2018, Donald Trump officially moved 
the U.S. embassy in Israel to Jerusalem. 
 

Rep. Larsen has repeatedly voted to abdicate Congress’s constitutional responsibility to 
declare war by allowing the Executive Branch to unilaterally conduct military actions in Iran 
(2006, 2007),[50] Libya (2011),[51] and Syria (2021)[52] without congressional authorization. 

Rep. Larsen had a reputation for being a “strong advocate” for funding the Iraq War[53] and 
has voted for 21 of the last 22 budgets for the Pentagon — including all of proposed military 
budgets from George W. Bush and Donald Trump. 
 

Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA) has introduced the Restricting First Use Nuclear Weapons Act to every 
congress since 2015. Rep. Larsen has never cosponsored this legislation.[54] 
 

In June 2012, Rep. Larsen voted to cut nuclear nonproliferation programs by $100 million[55] 
but three weeks prior voted to give $300 million to fund a new nuclear bomber project.[56] 
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Democrats believe: Serious, full, constructive, and persistent United States engagement to 
promote negotiations and other actions that will lead to a peaceful, sustainable resolution of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, based on mutual recognition and ensuring security, economic 
growth, and quality of life for the peoples of the sovereign state of Palestine and the 
sovereign state of Israel. 

Democrats believe: Under the Constitution, it is the duty of Congress to declare war, 
appropriate funds, provide oversight, and act to prevent the misuse of the military.

Democrats support: Passage of a law prohibiting any U.S. first use of nuclear weapons.

Democrats support: International cooperation to reduce nuclear arsenals, both at home 
and abroad, strengthen international control of fossil material including “depleted” uranium, 
and limit the use of fissile material for peaceful purposes.
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Later that year, Rep. Larsen voted against a pair of measures that would have cut nuclear 
weapons funding and redirect that money to environmental cleanup and coastal restoration 
programs.[57] 
 

In 2001[58] and 2002,[59] Rep. Larsen voted against U.S. cooperation with the International 
Criminal Court. 
 

Rep. Larsen has voted for military intervention in Iran (2006, 2007)[50] and Libya (2011).[51] In 
2005, Rep. Larsen voted against ending the Iraq War[60] and instead voted to “express the 
commitment … to achieving victory in Iraq.”[61] 
 

Lorem 

Rep. Larsen voted for the 2020 National Defense Authorization Act that created the U.S. 
Space Force proposed by Donald Trump. 
 

Rep. Larsen has voted against cutting the Pentagon budget by 12 percent,[62] 10 percent,[63] 3 
percent,[64] 2½ percent,[65] 1 percent,[66] or even 0.04 percent.[67] 

Government, Political, and Media Reform 
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Democrats believe: Government should be protected from undue corporate and foreign 
influence.

Democrats support: The United States to sign and ratify the United Nations agreement 
creating the International Criminal Court.
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Democrats oppose: Preemptive war; 
The United States’s involvement in violent extremism, radicalization, and regime change; 
Any efforts to destabilize other nations’ governments.

Democrats oppose: Further offensive militarization of space.

Democrats oppose: Increasing military spending beyond current levels.
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According to figures published by OpenSecrets, Rep. Larsen’s campaigns have been 
majority-funded by political action committees representing business interests since 2014. In 
2020, over 51% of Rep. Larsen’s campaign funding came from a business-affiliated PAC. 
 

In 2011, Rep. Larsen broke with a majority of Democrats and voted to extend controversial 
provisions of the PATRIOT Act.[47] In 2020, Rep. Larsen defended the PATRIOT Act and said he 
was against repeal.[68] 
 

Rep. Larsen voted against landmark legislation in 2006 that would have enacted net 
neutrality.[69] Four months later, Rep. Larsen’s campaign received their only contribution from 
the U.S. Telecom Association, an industry lobby group representing Internet service 
providers.[70] 

 

Healthcare 

Rep. Larsen has opposed single-payer healthcare since taking office in 2001.[71] 
 

Rep. Larsen voted four times to allow the Department of Justice to prosecute residents and 
attack states with legal medical cannabis: in 2005,[72] 2006,[73] 2007,[74] and 2012.[75] In 2019, 
Rep. Larsen voted to prevent the Department of Health and Human Services from using funds 
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Democrats support: The repeal of the PATRIOT Act.

Democrats support: Protecting Net Neutrality through federal legislation.

Democrats believe: Government should create social, physical and cultural environments 
that promote good health for all; an affordable universal single-payer system is essential to 
provide the most equitable and effective health care, serving both individual and public 
health needs. 

Democrats support: Establish a universal single payer healthcare system for United States 
residents regardless of immigration status.

Democrats support: Improved access to medical marijuana and replacing Schedule I status 
with a classification reflecting marijuana’s relative risks and medical benefits.
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https://www.congress.gov/amendment/109th-congress/house-amendment/272
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for “any activity that promotes the legalization of any drug or other substance in Schedule I”, 
of which cannabis is included.[76] 
 

In 2001, Rep. Larsen voted against a measure proposed by Rep. Bernie Sanders (D-VT) that 
would have ended the monopoly pharmaceutical corporations have on the reimportation of 
drugs from Canada.[77] 
 

Rep. Larsen was one of only 27 Democrats who voted for legislation in 2011 that narrowed 
eligibility for healthcare plans offered under the Affordable Care Act.[78] The legislation Rep. 
Larsen voted for meant that “fewer people would ultimately qualify for the health exchange 
subsidy and other federal health programs.”[79] 

Labor and Economic Justice 

Rep. Larsen has said that he would “consider support” for a “modern” Glass-Steagall bill,[68] 
but has never cosponsored the 21st Century Glass-Steagall Act any of the three times it was 
introduced in the House.[80] 
 

In 2014 when progressive advocates were pressing for a $15 minimum wage,[81] Rep. Larsen 
instead supported a $10.10 minimum wage.[82] Rep. Larsen endorsed a $15 minimum wage 
in 2019 but only by incremental increases over five to six years.[83] 
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Democrats support: Decriminalize the importation of non-opioid prescription drugs from 
Canada that are for personal use.

Democrats oppose: Privatizing, rationing or increasing eligibility requirements for Medicare 
and other vital safety net programs.

Democrats believe: Reinstate Glass-Steagall to separate commercial from investment 
banking.
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Democrats believe: Set a livable minimum wage tied to the median market housing rate.

https://www.congress.gov/amendment/116th-congress/house-amendment/321
https://www.congress.gov/amendment/107th-congress/house-amendment/147
https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-bill/2576
https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-bill/2576
https://www.whatcomdemocrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/CD-2-Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/search?q=%7B%22source%22:%22legislation%22,%22search%22:%22%5C%2221st+Century+Glass-Steagall+Act%5C%22%22,%22chamber%22:%22House%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/search?q=%7B%22source%22:%22legislation%22,%22search%22:%22%5C%2221st+Century+Glass-Steagall+Act%5C%22%22,%22chamber%22:%22House%22%7D
https://twitter.com/RepRickLarsen/status/468390042705350656
https://twitter.com/RepRickLarsen/status/1151884335127179265


 

Rep. Larsen was the only Democrat to vote against banning federal contracts for firms guilty 
of violating the Fair Labor Standards Act.[84] In 2014, Rep. Larsen lost the endorsement of the 
Machinists Union because he pressured the union to vote on a Boeing contract that would 
strip workers of their pensions and convert them into 401(k) funds.[85] 
 

In 2001, Rep. Larsen voted to give fossil fuel companies large tax breaks for new oil and gas 
developments that “anticipated growth for natural gas consumption in the west.”[38] 

In 2006, Rep. Larsen voted against limiting loans to oil and gas projects given by the Export-
Import Bank.[22]  The next year, Rep. Larsen voted to maintain federal subsidies for “ultra 
deepwater” offshore oil drilling.[24]  

In 2015, Rep. Larsen voted against three separate proposed cuts to federal fossil fuel research 
and development programs.[39] Rep. Keith Ellison (D-MN) said that the federal government 
must no longer “foot the bill for R&D for Exxon Mobil, Shell, Chevron, BP, and ConocoPhillips.”
[43] 
 

After being elected to Congress in 2000, Rep. Larsen said his top issue was “institutionalize 
paying down the debt”.[86] Ten years later, Rep. Larsen signed a letter demanding the Special 
Committee on Deficit Reduction “go big” and “to succeed, all options for mandatory and 
discretionary spending and revenues must be on the table.”[87] The letter was signed by 
Republicans like Devin Nunes (CA-22) and Ron Paul (TX-22) 

In a 2012 appearance on C-SPAN, Rep. Larsen boasted that he was “one of the few members 
of Congress who voted for a four trillion dollar deficit reduction package,” and said “[deficit 
reduction] takes revenue, it takes spending cuts. Spending cuts meaning as well reductions in 
spending growth for some programs.”[88] Rep. Larsen conceded that a deficit-cutting 
agreement with Tea Party Republicans will “craft a balanced longer-term deficit reduction 
approach that not everyone’s going to like,” and that “[t]here are going to be plenty of things 
that people will not like.”[89]  
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Democrats oppose: Federal contracts to companies that pay poverty wages, outsource jobs 
overseas, engage in union-busting, deny good benefits, and pay CEOs outrageous 
compensation packages.
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Democrats oppose: Subsidies to oil, gas, chemical, agricultural and pharmaceutical 
companies.

Democrats oppose: Using deficit fear-mongering to drive budgetary decisions.

https://www.congress.gov/amendment/114th-congress/house-amendment/429
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/rep-larsen-loses-backing-of-machinists-over-boeing-offer/
https://www.congress.gov/amendment/107th-congress/house-amendment/286
https://www.congress.gov/amendment/109th-congress/house-amendment/1005
https://www.congress.gov/amendment/109th-congress/house-amendment/920
https://www.congress.gov/114/crec/2015/04/30/CREC-2015-04-30-pt1-PgH2685-2.pdf
https://www.c-span.org/video/?160566-1/congressional-member-interview
https://larsen.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=631
https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4953707/user-clip-rep-larsen-im-members-congress-voted-4-trillion-deficit-reduction-package
https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4953720/user-clip-rep-larsen-for-us-moderate-democrats


 

Social Justice 

Rep. Larsen did not mention the phrase “Black lives matter” in social media posts, press 
releases, or op-eds until June 2020 in the weeks following George Floyd’s murder. Likewise, 
Rep. Larsen did not issue any press releases, posts to social media, or op-eds commenting on 
the deaths of unarmed People of Color at the hands of police nor protests associated with 
some of those killings. 
 

Rep. Larsen does not support abolishing Immigration and Customs Enforcement.[90] 
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Democrats support: Abolishing ICE.

Democrats believe: Black Lives Matter.

https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4953720/user-clip-rep-larsen-for-us-moderate-democrats
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