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                    NEWSLETTER

      In 2007, Cottontown was literally a diamond in the rough. There was no Indah,
War Mouth, or NoMa Warehouse. Main Street had yet to begin street-scaping.
Cottontown was a little-known, hidden gem of a neighborhood whose residents
took pride and cared enough to establish an architectural preservation overlay
to preserve the aesthetic integrity of the neighborhood. I knew it was important
to become involved in the effort to improve our collective quality of life. So I
volunteered to serve on Cottontown’s board as secretary. I also served in the
offices of treasurer and vice president before being nominated and elected as
president (for each of the past four years). Although my time as president will
come to an end this year (per our bylaws), I intend to continue serving our
wonderful neighborhood in any volunteer capacity in order to ensure and
improve the future quality of life for Cottontown’s residents and businesses. I
look forward to welcoming new residents at 2222 Main, and new businesses like
Gardener’s Outpost. And I encourage anyone and everyone to get as involved in
the continual improvement of Cottontown as you are able. While Cottontown’s
structures might be the tangible expression of the neighborhood, WE are
Cottontown’s soul.

     Fall Membership Meeting

Sunday, 11-7-2021 3:00 pm

NoMa Warehouse 2222 Sumter St

by Will Thrift, President

F O R  M O R E  V I S I T  W W W . C O T T O N T O W N . U S ,
F A C E B O O K  O R  I N S T A G R A M

2021 Board of Directors
*President
Will Thrift
willthrifthomes@gmail.com

*Vice President
Paul Bouknight
pbouknight@me.com

*Treasurer
Lee Jennings
lee@bagappraisals.com

*Secretary
Robin Spaniel
robinspaniel@gmail.com

Amelia Bradley
bradleyamelia@hotmail.com

Daniel Machado

Amy Chalmers

Tressy Davenport
tressydavenport@gmail.com

Ellen cooper
ecooper3@sc.rr.com

 
My Brief History of Cottontown

Please join us to vote for new board members for 2022. Your dues must be up to date to vote.
Lee Jennings, board treasurer, will be present and he can let you know if you are up to date. A
family membership is $15, per person $10. Please bring cash or a check. Included in this
newsletter are the bios of residents running for the upcoming board. Your Cottontown Board is
vital in keeping our community vibrant. The board keeps up with city council activities as well
as new developments. Invited guests include city and county council members, Mayor
Benjamin, and Columbia Police and Fire representatives. 

https://www.cottontown.us/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/367732053444
http://instagram.com/cottontownus
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Nominees for Cottontown's
2022 Officers and Board 

P R E S I D E N T  -  D E N I S E  W E L L M A N   

D e n i s e  W e l l m a n  h a s  l i v e d  i n  C o t t o n t o w n  f o r  11  y e a r s

a n d  h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  s e r v e d  a  t e r m  a s  s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e

C o t t o n t o w n  B o a r d .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  s h e  w a s  a s k e d  b y

t h e  B o a r d  t o  a l s o  o r g a n i z e  a n d  c h a ir  t h e  C o t t o n t o w n

P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e  t o  h e l p  n e i g h b o r s  s t a y  i n f o r m e d  o n

t h e  p l a n n e d  g r o w t h  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  C o t t o n t o w n  a n d  t o

e n g a g e  r e s i d e n t s  i n  c i t y  z o n i n g  a n d  p l a n n in g  m e e t i n g s

w h e n  i s s u e s  t h a t  i m p a c t e d  o u r  h i s t o r i c  n e i g h b o r h o o d

w e r e  o n  t h e  a g e n d a .  T h e  w o r k  o f  t h i s  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o

s t a r t e d  t h e  B o a r d ’ s  e a r l y  e f f o r t  t o  d e v e lo p  a  l o g o  f o r

C o t t o n t o w n  a n d  t o  u l t i m a t e l y  s e l l  b r a n d e d  m e r c h a n d i s e .  

D e n i s e  h a s  w o r k e d  a t  U o f S C  f o r  o v e r  45  y e a r s ,  c u r r e n t l y

s e r v i n g  i n  a  p a r t - t i m e  s p e c i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  d e v e lo p

e x p e r i e n t i a l  l e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  b e y o n d  t h e  c la s s r o o m

a n d  a  c o - c u r r i c u l a r  t r a n s c r i p t .   

D e n i s e  h o p e s  t o  b u i l d  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  B o a r d

a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  l i s t e n  t o  a l l  h o m e o w n e r s  s o  a s  t o

d e v e l o p  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  n e ig h b o r h o o d  a n d  t o

g u i d e  p l a n n e d  g r o w t h  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e

h i s t o r i c  a n d  v i t a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  C o t t o n t o w n .   

V I C E  P R E S I D E N T  -  P A U L  B O U K N I G H T

P a u l  h a s  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  b o a r d  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  p r e s i d e n t ,  p a s t

p r e s i d e n t  a n d  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t .  H e  f e e l s  t h e

g r e a t e s t  c h a l l e n g e  f a c i n g  C o t t o n t o w n  i s  t h e

p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a n d  i t s

q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e ,  i n  a  r a p i d l y  c h a n g i n g  u r b a n

e n v i r o n m e n t .  H e  r e c e n t l y  r e t i r e d  a f t e r  s e r v i n g

a s  F a c i l i t i e s  D i r e c t o r  f o r  P a l m e t t o

H e a l t h / P R I S M A  f o r  35  y e a r s .  H e  a n d  J o e

H a y n e s  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  C o t t o n t o w n  f o r  o v e r  19

y e a r s .  

T R E A S U R E R  -  L E E  J E N N I N G S

Lee and h is  wife  Carol  moved to  Cottontown in  2012

and have loved it  ever  s ince.  The unique and

histor ical  character  of  Cottontown makes it  a  very

desirable  locat ion especia l ly  when the proximity  to

the downtown area is  factored in ;  just  a  great  p lace!

Lee is  a  Cert if ied Real  Estate Appraiser  and founded

his  company in  1996 .  Carol  jo ined h im in  apprais ing

(and l i fe)  in  2009 .  Both are  quite  v is ib le  in  the

neighborhood on their  evening walks and morning

runs.  Lee has served on the Cottontown Board for  the

past  4  years;  most  recently  as  Treasurer .  Stepping

out  of  3rd  person,  i t  has been an honor  to  serve on

the board and I 'd  be very  happy to  continue.  We've

made some great  str ides in  the past  few years;  our

property  values have never  been h igher  and demand

remains h igh.  I t 's  important  that  we remain  v ig i lant  to

ensure that  the progress we've made continues,  and I

am posit ive Cottontown wi l l  cont inue on the most

posit ive path avai lable .  I t  would  be my pleasure to

continue to  serve as Treasurer .

Er in  h a s  b e e n  a  re s id e n t  o f  t h e C ot t o n t o w n

nei g hb o r h o o d  fo r  three  y e a rs  a n d  e nj o y s  b eing  in  suc h

a  c lose-k n it  c o m m u n i ty  th a t  s u p po rt s t h e  ar ts  a n d

lo cal  b u sin e s s e s .  S h e  volu nt ee re d  at  th e  C o tto n t ow n

A r t  Cr a w l  la st  y e a r  a n d  i s  an act i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t  in

c o m m u n i t y  e v e nt s  a nd  m e e tin g s.  E r in  g r a dua t e d  fr o m

t h e  U n i v er s it y  o f  S o u th C a ro l ina  w i th  a  B a c h e l or  o f

A r ts  d e g re e  in  P s y c h o lo g y in  2000  a n d  c o m plet e d  h e r

m a st e r ’s  de gree  i n  S o c ia l  W ork  a t  t h e  U n ive r s i t y  in

2006 .   E r in  is  a  L ic e n s ed So ci a l  W o r k e r  and  s e r v e s  as

t h e  S o u t h  C a ro l in a  D e p a rtm e n t  of  H e a lt h  ( SC D H H S )  a n d

H u m a n  S e rvic es ’  P o l ic y  D irec to r  fo r  t h e  B a by N e t

P r o g r a m  w h ic h pro vide s Ear ly  Int e r v e nt io n  S e r v i c e s  fo r

q u a l ify in g  ch i l d re n ages b i r th  to  t h re e ye a r s  o l d .  E r i n  i s

o n th e T ru s tu s  The at re  B o a rd  o f  D ire c to r s  a n d  is  th e

G o v e rn a n c e  C om m itte e  C h a ir .

S E C R E T A R Y  -  E R I N  L A U G H T E R



Host an Artist 

Cottontown Art Crawl 

Email or sign up with

the QR code: 

D A L E  S C O T T  

D a l e  i s  a  C o l u m bi a  n at iv e  an d g r ad u a t e

o f  U S C .  D a l e  h a s  p r a c t i c e d  law  f or  16

y e a r s  a n d  c u r r e n t l y  w or k s  i n  S t a t e

g o v e r n m e n t .  H e  a n d M a r ga r et  m o ved  t o

C o t t o n t o w n  in  S e p t em b e r  o f  2019

a f t e r  a  l o n g  a n d  e x t e n s iv e  h o m e

s e a r c h .  T h e y  w e r e  d r aw n  t o  t h e i d ea  o f

b e in g  s o  c l o s e  t o  d o w n t ow n  w h i l e  s t i l l

b e in g  a bl e  t o  e n j o y  t h e q u i e t  t r a n q u i l i t y

o f  t h e  t r e e  l i n e d  s t r eet s  o f

C o t t o n t o w n .  D a le  en jo y s  t i m e w i t h  t h e

f a m i ly ,  w e e k e n d s  o n  t h e l ak e ,

G a m ec o c k  s p o r t s ,  t r av e l i n g ,  h om e

p r o j ec t s ,  a n d s t r ol l i n g  t h e

n e ig h b o r h o o d s  a n d  t h e  r i ver  w a l k .

R I C K  P A C E  

I  m ov e d  t o  C o t t o n t o w n  j u s t  o v er  a  y e a r

a g o ,  2421  M a r i o n  S t r e e t ,  a n d w o u ld

l ik e  t o  p a s s  a lo n g m y t h a n k s  t o  t h e

w a r m  w e l c o m e  t o  t h e  n ei g h bor h o o d.  I

h a v e  a  d eg r e e  in  A c c o u n t i n g f r om  U S C ,

s e v e r a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c e r t i f i c a t i on s ,  a n d

h a v e  p r e v i o u s ly  s e r ve d as  a  bo a r d

m e m b e r  f o r  m u l t i p l e  o r g a n i z at i o n s .  A s

w i t h  y o u  a l l ,  I  h a v e  a  ves t e d in t er e s t  i n

o u r  c om m u n i t y  a n d  w o u l d  b e  h ap p y  t o

s e r v e  a s  a n  a t - l a r g e  m e m b er  of  t h e

C o t t o n t o w n  N e i g h b o r h o o d  A s s o c ia t io n

B oa r d  f or  t h e  u p c o m i n g  y ea r .

G I N G E R  T H R I F T  

G i n g e r  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  W i l l ,  m o v e d  t o

C o t t o n t o w n  i n  2007 .  S h e  l o v e s  t h a t

C o t t o n t o w n  h a s  a  g r e a t  u p - a n d - c o m i n g

b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  w i t h i n  w a l k i n g

d i s t a n c e ,  a n d  a l s o  t h e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  t h e

B u l l  S t r e e t  D i s t r i c t  a n d  M a i n  S t r e e t .

G i n g e r  i s  a  c e r t i f i e d  M e d i c a l

D o s i m e t r i s t  i n  R a d i a t i o n  O n c o l o g y  a t

L e x i n g t o n  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r .  S h e  i s  a

g r a d u a t e  o f  M U S C  w i t h  a  B S  d e g r e e  i n

R a d i a t i o n  T h e r a p y .  G i n g e r  h a s  s e r v e d

o n  s e v e r a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e s

a n d  s u b - c o m m i t t e e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e

M e r c h a n d i s i n g  a n d  S p e c i a l  E v e n t s

c o m m i t t e e s  f o r  t h e  C o t t o n t o w n

N e i g h b o r h o o d  A s s o c i a t i o n .  S h e  a l s o

s e r v e s  o n  t h e  C o t t o n t o w n  A r t  C r a w l

C o m m i t t e e .  G i n g e r  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  l i f e

i n  C o t t o n t o w n  i s  a s  g o o d  a s  i t  g e t s :

f r i e n d l y ,  w e l c o m i n g ,  a n d  n e i g h b o r l y .  

See you at the Fall meeting

 Sunday 11-7 @ 3 pm

mailto:robinspaniel@gmail.com


M A R Y  D E N I S  C A U T H E N  

M a r y  D e n i s  C a u t h e n  h a s  l i v e d  i n

C o t t o n t o w n  f o r  37  y e a r s  e x c e p t  f o r  a

y e a r  a n d  a  h a l f  o n  a  s a i l b o a t  i n  t h e

B a h a m a s .  S h e  i s  t h e  r e s e a r c h  d i r e c t o r

f o r  t h e  S . C .  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

M e d i c a l ,  M i l i t a r y ,  P u b l i c  a n d  M u n i c i p a l

A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  s e r v e s  o n  t h e

H S P C A  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s .  S h e

p r e v i o u s l y  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  C o t t o n t o w n

b o a r d  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  s e c r e t a r y ,

v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  p r e s i d e n t .  S h e  is

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l

c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a n d

p r o m o t i n g  n e i g h b o r h o o d  f r i e n d ly

d e v e l o p m e n t  o n  o u r  b o r d e r s .

Z A C H  O Y E R

W h e n  m y  w i f e  L a y n e  a n d  I  m o v e d  h e r e

f r o m  H o u s t o n  l a s t  y e a r ,  w e  f u l l y

e x p e c t e d  t o  h a v e  t o  l i v e  o u t  i n  t h e

s u b u r b s ,  a s  w e  d i d  t h e r e ,  b u t  a r e  s o

g r a t e f u l  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  l i v e  r i g h t  i n  t h e

h e a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y  i n  a  c o m m u n i t y  l i ke

C o t t o n t o w n .  A  b i g  p a r t  o f  w h y  w e

w a n t e d  t o  l i v e  h e r e  w a s  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  s o

e n j o y a b l e  t o  w a l k  i n ,  s o  w e ' v e

v o l u n t e e r e d  w i t h  t h e  d i v e r t e r  c l e a n -

u p s ,  a n d  h a v e  d o n e  t r a s h  p i c k - u p s

a l o n g  S u m t e r  S t r e e t  a s  w e l l .  I  w a n t  t o

b e  e v e n  m o r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  h e l p i n g  t h is

c o m m u n i t y  k e e p  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  t h i n g s

t h a t  w e  e n j o y  s o  m u c h  a b o u t  i t !  I  t h i n k

a s  a  s p a t i a l  a n a l y s t  f o r  t h e  C i t y ,

w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  P l a n n i n g ,

P o l i c e ,  a n d  F i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  I  w i l l

b r i n g  a  l o t  o f  v a l u e  t o  t h e  b o a r d .

D A N I E L  M A C H A D O  -  C U R R E N T L Y  O N  T H E

B O A R D

D a n ie l  M a c h a do  i s  a  s en i or  des i g n e r  at

t r u e m a t t e r ,  a  w e b u s e r  e x pe r ie n c e

c o n s u l t a n c y  h e a dq u a r t er e d o n  t h e

u p p e r  f lo o r  o f  B u l l  S t r e e t 's  E n s o r

B u i l d i n g.  H e  i s  t h e  pr i n c ip al  s o n g w r i t e r

i n  T h e  R e s t o r a t i o n,  w h o s e  m u s ic  h as

a p p e a r e d  i n  P a s t e M a ga z i n e  a n d  w a s

a d a p t e d  i n t o  a  s t ag e m u s ic al  a t

C o lu m b i a ' s  T r u s t u s  T h ea t r e .  D an iel  h a s

l iv ed  i n  C o t t o n t o w n  s in c e  2011 .  H e

s e r ve d a s  a  de s i g n er  o n  t h e

C o t t o n t o w n  l o go  c o m m i t t e e ,  i s  d i r ec t o r

o f  d e s i g n  f o r  t h e  C ot t o n t o w n  A r t  C r a w l ,

a n d  h a s  a  c o n t in u in g  i n t e r es t  in

s t ew a r d i n g  a  v i s u a l  n e ig h b or h oo d

i d e n t it y  t h a t  pr ov i des  s t r o n g

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  d u r i n g  an  e x c it i n g

p e r i o d  o f  g r o w t h  i n  t h e s u r r o u n di n g

a r e a .

B R E N T  B A S T O N

B r e n t  a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  f e l l  in

l o v e  w i t h  t h e  N O M A  a r e a  w h i l e  l i v i n g  in

E a r l e w o o d  f o r  a l m o s t  10  y e a r s .  T h e y

m o v e d  t o  C o t t o n t o w n  i n  A p r i l  o f  2017

a n d  l o v e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  C o l u m b ia .

B r e n t  w o r k s  f o r  P a y R i l l a  a s  V i c e

P r e s i d e n t .  W h e n  n o t  w o r k i n g ,  h e  e n j o y s

p o t t e r y  a t  t h e  C i t y  A r t  C e n t e r ,  b r e w i n g

b e e r  a n d  s p e n d i n g  t i m e  w i t h  h i s  t h r e e

b o y s ,  W i l l i a m ,  O w e n ,  T h o m a s  a n d  d o g ,

C h a r l i e .  B r e n t  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  a r e

e x c i t e d  f o r  t h e  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  N o r t h

M a i n  a n d  t o  s e e  C o t t o n t o w n  c o n t i n u e

t o  f l o u r i s h .  

T R E S S Y  D A V E N P O R T  -  C U R R E N T L Y  O N  T H E

B O A R D

T r e s s y  i s  t h e  S t a ff i n g  C o or d i n a t or

M a n a g e r  f o r  B e W e l l  Ho m e S er v ic e s ,  an

e n t i t y  o f  L u t h e r a n  H o m es  of  S ou th

C ar o l i n a.  S h e  h a s  b e e n  a  p a r t  of  t h is

o r g a n i z at i o n  f o r  9  y e ar s .  Sh e  i s  a  s i n g l e

p a r e n t .  S h e  m o v e d  t o  C ot t o n t o w n  i n

2011 .  T r e s s y  i s  t h e  O w n e r  o f  T h e

M e m o r y  K e y pe r ,  I n c . ,  a  n a t u r a l  l i gh t

p h o t o g r a p h y  bu s i n e s s .  Sh e  i s  a l s o  t he

p r o u d  o w n e r  o f  H u m a n  R e s o u r c es  i n  t h e

B ox  -  a  s p e c i a l iz e d s e r v i c e  f o r

b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  do n ot  h ave  a  f u l l

s c a l e  H u m a n  R e sou r c e s  D e p a r t m e nt .

S h e  o b t a i n e d  h e r  A s s oc i a t e  i n  P u bl i c

S e r v i c e f r o m  M i d la n ds  Tec h n i c a l

C o l le g e .  S h e  i s  a  C e r t i f i ed P ar a legal

a n d  h a s  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  ar ea  o f

E m p l o y m e n t  L a w .  T r e s s y  a l s o  t a u gh t  a

w ee k ly  w o m e n ’ s  m e n t o r in g  g r o u p f or  3

y e a r s  a t  H y a t t  P a r k.  

https://truematter.com/
https://www.therestorationmusic.com/

