
Nearly one million farmers are peacefully organizing 
and demonstrating, but the Indian government has 
responded with state-sanctioned violence, including 
the use of tear gas, water cannons, mass arrests and 
indefinite detention. These human rights abuses must 
end now.

Indian farmers are standing up to defend their dignity 
and livelihoods. They are protesting three new  laws, 
passed hastily without 
due deliberation, that will 
deregulate agriculture in 
India. For many, this is a 
matter of life and death. 
These laws benefit 
large conglomerate 
corporate entities and 
remove protections for 
farmers. Nearly half of 
India’s workforce is in 
the agricultural sector, 
the majority on small-
hold farms. Millions of 
families now stand to lose 
their farms. An increase 
in industrial farming 
could have a devastating 
impact on the food we 
consume and the future of our environment. 

Farmers across India have peacefully organized and 
protested for months. Yet they have faced violence, 
persecution, and retaliation by the government. 
The protest sites, at times, have been cut off from 
water, aid, and electricity. Internet services have 

been strategically suspended to silence dissent. 
Media outlets have been censored and threatened. 
Protestors, activists, and journalists have been 
arrested, assaulted, and held in indefinite detention. 

India’s actions run counter to core sacred values 
shared by all democracies: the protection of civic and 
political participation and the commitment to human 
rights. We are living in a dangerous time when global 

citizens must be called on 
to safeguard the principles 
on which all democratic 
nations are founded.

To Indian farmers: You 
have ignited one of the 
largest protests in human 
history. From the fields 
of Punjab, to the villages 
of Kerala, to the streets 
of New Delhi, your voices 
echo around the world. 
Now we raise our voices 
in solidarity.

We call on all people who 
champion human rights —
in the United States and 

around the world—to join us and condemn the 
abuses against farmers, laborers, and protesters 
in India. Use your voice to call on India to respect 
the core principles of democracy, including the 
rights of all people to protest peacefully, demand 
accountability, and envision a safer, healthier, and 
more just future for all people on the planet.

Signed,
Concerned farmers, activists, and citizens of the world 

18 Million Rising
AFL-CIO 
Amalgamated Transit  
 Union International 
Amnesty International USA
Amplifier
Apna Ghar, Inc.
Asian American Writers’ Workshop
Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance,  
 AFL-CIO
Athens Neighborhood Planting Project
Aubin Pictures, Inc.
Auburn Seminary
Battle Born Progress
Can’t Stop! Won’t Stop! Consulting
Caribbean Agroecology Institute
Center on Race, Poverty & 
 the Environment
Chicago Metro LCLAA
Cleveland Jobs with Justice
Community Alliance for Global Justice
Council on American-Islamic Relations
Detroit Black Community Food 
 Security Network
Dolores Huerta Foundation
East Bay Community Law Center
Empowering Pacific  
 Islander Communities
Equality Labs
Fair Trade Federation
Fair World Project

Farmworker and Landscaper 
 Advocacy Project
Food Chain Workers Alliance
Food Empowerment Project
Food Forest Network
For Freedoms
Global Labor Justice-International 
 Labor Rights Forum
Global Project Against Hate 
 and Extremism
Green America
Hindus for Human Rights
Hispanic Federation
Illinois Migrant Council
Indian Bayou Food Forest
Jahajee Sisters
Jobs With Justice
Jonas Philanthropies
Justice for Migrant Women
Justice For Muslims Collective
La Conexión
Laal
Labor Council for Latin  
 American Advancement
Leadership Counsel
Lobelia Commons
Louisiana Permaculture
LULAC-IL
Meztli Projects
Migrant Justice
Milk with Dignity Standards Council

Mixteco/Indigena Community 
 Organizing Project
Moms Across America/  
 Mothers Across The World
MPower Change
National Lawyers Guild
Nest
NETWORK Lobby for Catholic  
 Social Justice
New York City Fair Trade Coalition
Real Food Media
Repairers of the Breach
Resilience Force
SAAFON
Sakhi for South Asian Women
Sankofa.org
Sapna NYC
South Asian Americans  
 Leading Together
Southeastern African American 
 Farmers’ Organic Network
Student Action with Farmworkers
The Kairos Center for Religions, Rights, 
 and Social Justice
The National Council of Asian  
 Pacific Americans
The Revolutionary Love Project
UMOS
Win Without War

WE—FARMERS, 
ACTIVISTS,  

AND CITIZENS OF 
THE WORLD—STAND 

IN SOLIDARITY 
WITH FARMERS IN 

INDIA PROTESTING 
TO PROTECT THEIR 

LIVELIHOODS. 
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