
 

1
 

 
February 10, 2014

David Byers, Esq.
Big Wave, LLC
259 West Third Avenue
San Mateo, CA 94402

Subject: Revised Big Wave Project �– LAFCo Process Related to Water Provision of Revised Project

Dear Mr. Byers:

This letter responds to your request for an explanation of the type of LAFCo approval(s) required to
allow Montara Water and Sanitary District (MWSD) to provide water service to the revised Big Wave
project and recommendations on the processing and timing of approvals. Compliance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is also addressed.

The revised project designated �“Big Wave Wellness Center and Office Park �– North Parcel Alternative�”
(NPA) proposes water provision by MWSD rather than by Coastside County Water District (CCWD) as
proposed in the original project description and proposes sanitary sewer service by Granada Sanitary
District (GSD) as originally proposed. This change in water provider is problematic from a policy
standpoint given the spheres of influence for Midcoast special districts and the fact that the project site
is already in the boundaries of a sanitary district �– GSD and is in the sphere of influence of a neighboring
water district. In addition to being in the sphere of influence of CCWD, it contiguous to CCWD
boundaries and therefore eligible for annexation. It is not in the LAFCo adopted sphere of influence for
MWSD. Any provision of water service to the project site therefore requires amendment of the sphere
of influence for MWSD and CCWD.

LAFCo does not recommend sphere amendment and annexation, because this would create overlapping
service area with GSD. One alternative is to apply for a sphere of influence amendment removing the
territory from the CCWD sphere, placing it in the MWSD sphere and applying for extension of water
service outside MWSD boundaries pursuant to Government Code Section 56133. This section requires
that a public agency may only extend service outside jurisdictional boundaries if it applies to LAFCo and
receives LAFCo approval. The application process requires application by resolution by the subject
district (MWSD) which would include a plan for providing service detailing how service would be
provided, capital improvements needed, and how service would be funded. As the applicant, MWSD
would be lead agency under CEQA and would prepare an environmental document that LAFCo would
rely upon as responsible agency.






