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Midpen Mission
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“To acquire a regional greenbelt of open space land in perpetuity, 
protect and restore the natural environment, and provide opportunities 
for ecologically sensitive public enjoyment and education.”



Midpen Jurisdiction and Open Space Preserves
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About Midpen Open Space
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Public agency, created in 1972 by a 
grassroots voter initiative

Elected board: seven directors

Funded primarily through property tax

26 preserves in Santa Clara, San Mateo 
and Santa Cruz counties

Preserved nearly 65,000 acres,  
built/maintain 240+ miles of trails

Preserves are free and open to the public

Main office in Los Altos + field offices

180 employees, 600 volunteers



Free Open Space Activities
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240 miles of open space hiking trails
16 preserves with mountain bike trails

11 preserve are dog-friendly (1 off-leash area)

Black Mountain Backpack Camp

Free docent-led hikes

Geocaching challenge

Volunteer opportunities

Equestrian trails



Volunteer Programs
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Preserve Partner

Trail Patrol Volunteer

Nature Center Host

Outdoor Activity Docent

Outdoor Education Leader



Outdoor Education Areas

Daniels Nature Center

– Skyline Ridge Preserve

– Learn about pond habitats 

– Explore Alpine Pond 

– Open on weekends, spring-fall

Deer Hollow Farm
– Rancho San Antonio Preserve

– Working historic farm

– Goats, chickens, pigs & more
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Background – Midpen Partnership on the Coast
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Local concerns about agriculture, open space protection

Coastal advisory vote supporting Midpen extension into the coast

2003 Coastal Service Plan adopted; LAFCo approval in 2004

Began purchasing lands with Driscoll Ranch as an early acquisition; 
has remained in active grazing since 2006 purchase



Coastside Protection Area
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Coastside Mission
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“To acquire and preserve in perpetuity open space land and
agricultural land of regional significance, protect and restore 
the natural environment, preserve rural character, encourage 
viable agricultural use of land resources, and provide 
opportunities for ecologically sensitive public enjoyment and 
education.”



Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve
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La Honda Creek Open Space Preserve
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Mindego Hill Trail in Russian Ridge Preserve
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2012 Vision Plan  &  2014 Measure AA Bond
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Vision Plan: informed by science, guided by public input;                                    

54 priority actions

Top 25 Priority Actions → Measure AA Expenditure Plan

Voters approve Measure AA in 2014 (67.96%);           

$300M General Obligation Bond 



$16 Million of Measure AA Coastside Investments to Date
Preservation of scenic and agricultural coastal lands

Restoration of watersheds and native habitat for improved water 

quality and ecological health

Opening of new coastal properties to public use with new public 

access facilities

Installation and major repairs to grazing/ag infrastructure
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Celebrating 5 Years of Measure AA Accomplishments
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Measure AA Funding - Coastside

Measure AA in the Coastside Protection Area MAA 

Allocation

MAA 1 - Miramontes Ridge: Gateway to the Coast Public Access, Stream 

Restoration, and Agricultural Enhancement

$27,774,000

MAA 3 - Purisima Creek Redwoods: Purisima-to-the Sea Trail, Watershed 

Protection, and Conservation Grazing

$7,608,000

MAA 7 - La Honda Creek: Driscoll Ranch Public Access, Endangered Wildlife 

Protectionand Conservation Grazing

$14,825,000

MAA 8 - La Honda Creek/Russian Ridge: Preservation of Upper San Gregorio 

Watershed and Ridge Trail Completion

$15,347,000

MAA 9 - Russian Ridge: Public Recreation, Grazing, and Wildlife Protection $5,560,000

MAA 13 - Cloverdale Ranch:Wildlife Protection, Grazing and Trail Connections $15,712,000

MAA 14 - Regional: Trail Connections and Campgrounds $3,966,000

MAA 15 - Regional: Redwood Protection and Salmon Fishery Conservation $50,728,000

Total $141,520,000



Measure AA Coastside Accomplishments to Date
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More than 1,360 ac of Protected Open Space/Ag Land
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Watershed and Habitat Restoration Work
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Public Access – Lower La Honda Creek / Mindego Hill  

& New Facilities at Purisima Creek Redwoods
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Grazing Infrastructure – Fencing,  Waterlines, Troughs, 

Water Pump, Stock Pond & Ranch Road Repairs
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Example: Driscoll Ranch Grazing Improvements
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3,681 acres, grazed year-round 

Working with tenant, installed:

• 20 new concrete water troughs

• 7 new water storage tanks

• 3 solar powered pumps

• 29,000 feet of new pipe (5 ½ miles)

• One new corral

• And, completed repairs to fences, 

roads, springs, old troughs, and corrals.



2019 Tax Rate =  $1.60 per $100,000 of assessed value (AV)

Equivalent to $16.00 for $1M of AV

Well below the maximum of $3.18 per $100,000 AV

Will begin to appear in county property tax bills starting fall 2019

2019 – Coastsiders Begin to Contribute to MAA
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Meeting with numerous groups and issuing a mailer

Half Moon Bay Town Mayor,  Vice Mayor,  City Manager

San Mateo County Farm Bureau

Supervisor Horsley

Pescadero Municipal Advisory Council

Midcoast Community Council

Coastside mailing

Coastside Outreach and Communications
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Coastside 
Brochure
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Coastside Brochure
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Thank You – More to Come!


