




  Twenty years ago Coastside 
Residents organized against a large 
development project in Princeton 
(Harbor Fishing Mall). 

  The community was fed up with the 
county unfairly forcing unwanted 
projects into the MidCoast. 

  At issue were the usual list of 
grievances: size, views, LCP 
compliance, viability. 



Fast Forward 

  We know how things turned out 
  The Mall was Built (Opened in 2007) 
  Still Less than Half Filled 
  Few Jobs 
  Hotel Occupancy Tax Nil 

  And 20 years later we have a 
similar project following the 
same path and 



Community Wish List 

  Local Representation Needed 
  Central Point for Information 
  Keep the BoS Appraised of 

Local Issues 
  County Departments Watch Dog 
  Safe Guard the Community 

“Look & Feel” 



Time Line 

  1989 – Community Council 
Charter 

  1991 – Board of Supervisors 
Resolution 55042 

  1991 – Passage of Measure B 
and Election of First Council 

  1992 – Adoption of the Mid-
Coast Community Council 
Bylaws 



Community Charter 

http://mcc.sanmateo.org/pdf/
Summary_History_of_the_Organization_of_the_MCC.p
df  



Community Charter Talking 
Points 
1.  Express its views to the County 
2.  Raise public awareness of local issues 
3.  Explore the feasibility of incorporation 
4.  Develop a long range vision of the 

Community 
5.  Assist Citizens and groups to 

communicate with the County and other 
government agencies 

6.  Preserve the rural, small-town character 
of the Community 



SMC Resolution 55042 

http://mcc.sanmateo.org/pdf/
BoS_Resolution_55042_Creating_MCC.pdf  



SMC Resolution 55042 
Reasoning 
  Are neighboring communities with a strong 

sense of identity and common problems, 
  Are located at such a distance from the 

County seat that citizens cannot easily take 
part in decisions affecting their community, 

  Desire a channel which ties the community 
to its county government and provides 
systematically for communication and 
influence between them, and 

  Desire a vehicle for exploring the feasibility 
and merits of governmental organization 
alternatives, such as incorporation and 
annexation;  



SMC Resolution 55042 
Talking Points 

  3. The MCC is established to advise the SMC 
BoS on matters including, but not limited to, 
public health, safety, welfare, public works 
and planning which affect the Midcoast. 

  4. The MCC shall hold regular meetings to 
provide a forum for community concerns. The 
Council may conduct surveys, determine 
community positions, disseminate information 
to and from county departments, serve as a 
liaison for county services, commission 
studies and reports and develop community 
support for County activities and County 
support for community activities. 

  5. All meetings of the MCC shall be open and 
public and be subject to all requirements of 
the Brown Act, Government Code §§ 54950 
et seq. 







HMB Review Talking Points 

  With the bulk of the votes over the 
hill, the supervisors spend most of 
their time working for constituents 
there, in spite of the fact that much of 
the county growth is on the 
coastside. 

  Voters have a chance to build a 
council to speak for them before the 
SMC BoS. 

  The MCC will make sure the 
communities can finally get the 
county’s undivided attention. 



Measure B – Nov 5, 1991 



  Advise the SMC BoS and their 
governmental agencies about 
local coastal issues. 

  Conduct surveys, determine 
community positions, disseminate 
information to and from County 
departments and develop 
community support and/or 
opposition for county programs 
and policies. 

  Serve as a public policy forum 



MCC Elected By 68% Voters 



  Provide the Community with a 
means to express its views to 
the County 

  Contribute to the Community’s 
awareness of issues of public 
import 

  Seek to preserve the rural small-
town character of the Area 



  Assist the Community in 
developing a long range vision 

  Assist organizations and 
individuals communicate with 
the County on matters of public 
interest 

  Provide a vehicle for exploring 
the feasibility of governmental 
organization alternatives 





  CAL. GOV. CODE § 54950 : California 
Code - Section 54950.   

  In enacting this chapter, the 
Legislature finds and declares that 
the public commissions, boards and 
councils and the other public 
agencies in this State exist to aid in 
the conduct of the people's business.  
It is the intent of the law that their 
actions be taken openly and that 
their deliberations be conducted 
openly. 



  The people of this State do not yield 
their sovereignty to the agencies 
which serve them.  The people, in 
delegating authority, do not give their 
public servants the right to decide 
what is good for the people to know 
and what is not good for them to 
know. The people insist on remaining 
informed so that they may retain 
control over the instruments they 
have created. 





Background 



MCC Purpose - 1 

To provide the Community with a 
more effective means to express 
its views to the County of San 
Mateo and other governmental 
agencies on matters of concern to 
the Community; 



MCC Purpose - 2 

To contribute to the Community’s 
awareness of issues of public 
import by providing a forum for 
discussions, and sponsoring 
meetings, discussions, and other 
events which will contribute to the 
general welfare, knowledge and 
awareness of the Community 
regarding such issues; 



MCC Purpose - 3 

To seek to preserve the rural small-town 
character of the Area by protecting the 
existence of agricultural lands, 
commercial fishing activities and the 
natural marine environment; supporting 
the retention of a greenbelt around urban 
areas of the County of San Mateo; 
maintaining the coastal protections 
afforded by the County Local Coastal 
Plan and Measure A (1986), and seeking 
to manage growth in a manner which is 
consistent with the present character of 
the Area ; 



MCC Purpose - 4 

To assist the Community in 
developing and expressing a long 
range vision of the Community 
which meets the goals of its 
residents for an improved quality 
of life, protection of the 
environment, and sound economic 
planning; 



MCC Purpose - 5 

To assist the many associations, 
organizations, ad hoc groups and 
individuals of the Community, who 
seek to communicate with the County 
of San Mateo and other governmental 
agencies about matters of public 
interest, in bringing issues before the 
Community and in representing the 
Community before such governmental 
bodies; and 



MCC Purpose - 6 

To provide a vehicle for exploring 
the feasibility and merits of 
governmental organization 
alternatives, including but not 
limited to incorporation or 
annexation. 



  “This project has gone through a full 
environmental review, with all required 
Planning approvals obtained. The project 
was designed to address both the need for 
visitor-serving facilities in that area of the 
Coast, and to bolster the economic vitality 
for the Midcoast.” SMC BoS 5/2005” 

  http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/
bos.dir/BosAgendas/agendas2005/
Agenda20050524/20050524_m_6.ht
m  



The Mall & Hotel Today 


