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Overview	  
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This	  document	  presents	  informa>on	  from	  the	  June	  7	  mee>ng	  and	  summer	  ac>vi>es	  
to	  provide	  input	  for	  crea>ng	  a	  Concept	  Plan	  for	  Midcoast	  California	  Coastal	  Trail	  from	  
Pillar	  Point	  to	  the	  Tunnel	  South	  Portal.	  	  

During	  the	  summer	  the	  commi'ee	  walked	  key	  sec>ons	  of	  the	  trail,	  discussed	  the	  
findings	  from	  that	  walk	  and	  discussed	  breaking	  down	  the	  trail	  into	  separate	  segments.	  
Len	  Erickson	  (commi'ee	  chair)	  and	  Sam	  Herzberg	  	  (San	  Mateo	  County	  Parks)	  
reviewed	  specifics	  of	  documen>ng	  the	  trail	  for	  public	  review	  and	  adop>on	  by	  the	  
Board	  of	  Supervisors.	  



Midcoast	  CCT	  Segments	  
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The	  CCT	  is	  divided	  into	  a	  set	  of	  segments	  which	  are	  documented	  in	  the	  following	  
slides	  with	  maps	  taken	  from	  Google	  Earth.	  	  Each	  segment	  has	  a	  reference	  name.	  
Current	  and	  proposed	  trails	  are	  taken	  primarily	  from	  the	  Highway	  1	  Safety	  and	  
Mobility	  Study	  draX	  document.	  	  Only	  the	  coastal	  trail	  strands	  are	  the	  direct	  concern	  of	  
the	  commi'ee’s	  efforts	  going	  forward,	  except	  where	  specifically	  noted.	  	  The	  legend	  
for	  the	  slides	  is	  provided	  in	  the	  next	  slide.	  	  	  

Comments	  need	  to	  be	  made	  on	  the	  following	  points	  if	  they	  apply	  to	  the	  segment:	  
•  Trail	  Strands	  
•  Signage	  
•  Property	  rights	  

•  Coastal	  access	  
•  Walkways	  (for	  areas	  where	  there	  is	  no	  trail	  separate	  from	  the	  road)	  
•  Highway	  1	  Crossing	  
•  Parking	  



Legend	  –	  Trails	  and	  Segments	  
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Trail	  in	  an	  area	  
that	  has	  
significant	  
housing	  	  

Trail	  in	  an	  
area	  that	  is	  
largely	  
park	  or	  

open	  space	  

Legend	  
•  California	  Coastal	  Trail	  

•  Coastal	  Trails	  (Coastal	  Edge)	  

•  Coastal	  Trail	  Access	  

•  Beach	  Access	  

•  Bike	  Lanes	  

•  Connectors	  

•  Parallel	  Trail	  

•  Parallel	  Trail	  Connec>ons	  /	  Alternates	  

•  Mountain	  Trail	  Connec>ons	  

•  Mountain	  Trails	  

Segments	  
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Princeton	  |	  Pillar	  Point	  |	  Pillar	  Bluff	  S	  |	  Pillar	  Bluff	  N	  
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Princeton	  
Pillar	  Point	  

Pillar	  Bluff	  S	  

Pillar	  Bluff	  N	  



Seal	  Cove	  |	  Fitzgerald	  Marine	  Reserve	  
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Fitzgerald	  MR	  

Seal	  Cove	  



Moss	  Beach	  W	  |	  Vallemar	  
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Moss	  Beach	  W	  

Vallemar	  Bluff	  

Lighthouse	  



Montara	  
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Montara	  

Montara	  SB	  /	  	  
McNee	  SP	  /	  
GGNRA	  



North	  of	  Montara	  State	  Beach	  
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The	  trail	  segments	  north	  of	  Montara	  State	  Beach	  are	  all	  part	  of	  park	  land	  or	  planned	  
park	  land	  property.	  	  The	  planning	  and	  coordina>on	  for	  this	  area	  has	  been	  managed	  by	  
the	  par>cipants	  in	  the	  Devil’s	  Slide	  Task	  Force.	  	  Their	  goal	  is	  to	  have	  a	  con>nuous	  trail	  
from	  Grey	  Whale	  Cove	  parking	  area	  to	  Pacifica	  available	  in	  2014.	  

The	  MCC	  Coastal	  Trail	  Commi'ee	  will	  publish	  summary	  plans	  for	  this	  effort	  but	  it	  is	  
not	  an	  area	  where	  the	  commi'ee	  plans	  to	  make	  recommenda>ons.	  



McNee	  /	  Grey	  Whale	  Cove	  
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Grey	  Whale	  
Cove	  /	  McNee	  



Green	  Valley	  |	  Linear	  Park	  
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Green	  Valley	  

The	  Tunnel	  /	  
Linear	  Park	  



North	  Portal	  |	  Pacifica	  
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North	  Portal	  to	  
Pacifica	  



Walkable	  Strands	  of	  the	  Trail	  

13	  MCC	  Coastal	  Trail	  Commi'ee	  8/28/12	  

In	  considering	  the	  documenta>on	  of	  Midcoast	  California	  Coastal	  Trail,	  those	  present	  
at	  the	  June	  7,	  2012,	  mee>ng	  of	  the	  commi'ee,	  expressed	  the	  following	  concerning	  
the	  coastal	  trail:	  

While	  recognizing	  the	  mul>ple	  strands	  that	  can	  comprise	  the	  trail,	  the	  
commi'ee	  wants	  to	  iden>fy	  a	  walking	  trail	  that	  provides	  closest	  access	  to	  the	  
shoreline.	  	  Beyond	  the	  effort	  to	  iden>fy	  and	  document	  these	  trail	  strands,	  the	  
commi'ee	  feels	  it	  is	  important	  to	  publicize	  the	  route	  so	  that	  it	  gains	  public	  
recogni>on	  and	  support.	  	  

For reference in Half Moon Bay there is a large no slope, 
paved surface for walking and bicycles.  There is a formal 
parallel equestrian trail.  For much of the route, small 
informal, walking segments closer to the coast than the 
formal paved trail have been created through use. 



Examples:	  Walkable	  Strands	  in	  Addi>on	  to	  Mul>use	  
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Developed	  
by	  use	  

Created	  by	  
use	  

Created	  by	  
design	  



Signage	  
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The	  pictures	  on	  the	  next	  slide	  depict	  current	  iden>fica>on	  markers	  for	  the	  Coastal	  trail	  
and	  the	  concept	  of	  using	  interpre>ve	  signs	  to	  inden>fy	  trail	  strands	  in	  certain	  areas.	  	  



Maps	  on	  Interpre>ve	  Signs	  &	  Path	  Markers	  

16	  

 an effective 
alternative to 

 When is this 

 Path Markers 
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Property	  Issues	  

The	  following	  slides	  iden>fy	  areas	  where	  there	  are	  property	  /	  ownership	  ques>ons	  
that	  impact	  the	  trail	  route.	  
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Ownership	  /	  Access	  Issues	  

Ellendale/Strand	  –	  Public	  
view	  access	  and	  access	  
to	  unimproved	  trail	  to	  
Sunshine	  Valley	  &	  beach	  
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Ownership	  /	  Access	  Issues	  

2	  triangular	  parcels	  are	  
exis>ng	  houses	  and	  do	  not	  

prevent	  access	  from	  Vallemar	  
St.	  to	  MWSD	  parking	  which	  is	  

on	  public	  land.	  

Confirm	  
access	  to	  
Vallemar	  
Bluff	  trails	  

Small	  
segment	  is	  
public	  land	  
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Pillar	  Point	  /	  Pillar	  Bluff	  S	  
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SMC	  –	  Pillar	  
Bluff	  North	  

Now	  POST	  



Access	  
Access	  to	  the	  coast	  is	  provided	  in	  communi>es	  as	  well	  as	  planned	  access	  in	  park	  lands.	  

ACCESS	  IN	  COMMUNITIES	  
Princeton	  
• Broadway	  (view	  only)	  
• Columbia	  

• Vassar	  
• West	  Point	  
Moss	  Beach	  West	  
• Ellendale	  (view	  /	  access	  tail	  opportunity)	  
• Vallemar	  Bluff	  (view	  /	  access	  trail	  opportunity	  Wienke	  Cove)	  
Montara	  

• 7th	  Street	  (view	  only)	  

ACCESS	  IN	  PARK	  LANDS	  
Pillar	  Bluff	  
Fitzgerald	  Marine	  Reserve	  
Grey	  Whale	  Cove	  
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Walkways	  
Trails,	  Sidewalks,	  etc.	  
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Highway	  1	  Crossings	  

Two	  crossings	  are	  required	  at	  Montara	  State	  Beach	  

Crossing	  near	  the	  Montara	  Lighthouse	  has	  special	  considera>on	  covered	  in	  the	  next	  
slides	  
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Overview	  of	  Area	  
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Proposed	  Turns	  
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Proposed	  treatment	  of	  area	  in	  
the	  Highway	  1	  Safety	  and	  
Mobility	  Study	  Phase	  2	  

(Page	  50)	  
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Parking	  and	  the	  Coastal	  Trail	  	  

Parking	  near	  the	  coastal	  trail	  is	  a	  concern	  since	  the	  parking	  allows	  visitors	  the	  
opportunity	  to	  leave	  their	  cars	  and	  walk.	  	  There	  are	  many	  small	  formal	  or	  informal	  
parking	  opportuni>es.	  	  Two	  areas	  present	  special	  issues.	  	  	  

The	  area	  north	  of	  Montara	  has	  the	  Midcoast	  California	  Coastal	  Trail	  and	  visitor	  parking	  
and	  Highway	  1	  in	  close	  proximity.	  	  Sites	  and	  analysis	  (current	  and	  proposed	  from	  the	  
Highway	  1	  Safety	  and	  Mobility	  Study)	  are	  on	  the	  following	  pages.	  

The	  Coastal	  Trail	  plan	  should	  consider	  whether	  this	  combina>on	  of	  parking	  sites	  is	  the	  
best	  solu>on	  to	  meet	  the	  access	  needs	  of	  users	  of	  the	  California	  Coastal	  Trail,	  
Mountain	  trails	  and	  parks	  and	  Montara	  State	  Beach.	  

PROPOSED	  CONSIDERATION	  

Since	  mul>ple	  agencies	  (and	  private	  businesses)	  are	  involved	  in	  managing	  these	  
parking	  sites,	  conduc>ng	  a	  coordinated	  review	  of	  plans	  is	  in	  the	  best	  interest	  of	  all	  
par>es.	  
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Parking	  North	  of	  Montara	  
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Montara	  /	  
McNee	  

Grey	  Whale	  
Cove	  

Tunnel	  	  
South	  Portal	  

(2014)	  
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Montara	  State	  Beach	  /	  McNee	  State	  Park	  /	  GGNRA	  
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Trailhead	  -‐	  Junc>on	  
• Old	  San	  Pedro	  road	  	  
• Proposed	  parallel	  trail	  segment	  	  
• Connec>on	  from	  Highway	  1	  	  
• Connec>on	  to	  McNee	  to	  Grey	  
Whale	  Cove	  trail	  
• Proposed	  for	  parking	  area	  

Parking	  Parking	  Parking	  
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Parking	  Design	  -‐	  Highway	  1	  Safety	  &	  Mobility	  Study	  	  
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Parking	  Op>ons	  –	  Highway	  1	  Safety	  &	  Mobility	  Study	  
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