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Guide to PEIR 

Introduction  

This Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) has been prepared on behalf of West 
Burton Solar Project Limited, and represents the preliminary finding of the environmental and 
social studies and the design evolution process for the West Burton Solar Project (hereafter 
referred to as ‘the Scheme’). The Scheme is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) 
and will be the subject of an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) under the 
2008 Planning Act. The PEIR is provided as supporting material to the Statutory Consultation 
stage of the DCO process. 

The PEIR is composed of three parts: 

• Volume 1: Report; 

• Volume 2: Appendices  

• The Non-Technical Summary 

 

Volume 1: Report 

The Volume 1: Report consists of the introduction to and explanation of the Scheme, the design 
evolution and policy context; and the preliminary technical reporting and assessment chapters. 
For ease of navigation and use, Volume 1 has been presented online for consultation in multiple 
PDF documents. Chapters 1 to 6, which consist of the introductory and non-technical section of 
the report, have been compiled in a single document. The rest of Volume 1, consists of the 
technical chapters numbered 7 to 20 and each has been presented as an individual document 
for the consultation website.  

A full list of chapter names and numbers has been provided in the Contents Page later in this 
Guide. 

Volume 2 

The Volume 2: Appendices consist of the supporting information for the Volume 1: Report. 
Volume 2 has also been presented online for consultation in multiple documents for ease of 
navigation and use. Each document consists of the appendix or grouped appendices relevant 
to individual technical chapters in the report. For ease of use, the appendices have been 
numbered to match the chapter number in Volume 1. Note that Chapters 7, 16, 18, 19, and 20 
do not have appendices.  

A full list of the appendices has been provided later in this Guide. 
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Non-Technical Summary 

The Non-Technical Summary provides a concise overview of the Volume 1: Report in non-
technical language, primarily for use by the general public. The Non-Technical Summary 
provides an overview of the preliminary assessments undertaken in respect of each of the 
topics in the report. The document also provides an overarching summary of the anticipated 
environmental effects of the Scheme identified at this stage. The Non-Technical Summary has 
been presented as a single document with its own appendices included for immediate 
reference. 
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Structure of Volume 1 

1 Introduction 

2 PEIR Scope and Methodology 

3 The Development Site 

4 Development Proposal 

5 Alternatives and Design Evolution  

6 Energy Need, Legislative Context and Energy Policy 

7 Climate Change 

8 Landscape and Visual Impact 

9 Ecology and Biodiversity 

10 Hydrology, Flood Risk and Drainage 

11 Ground Conditions and Contamination 

12 Minerals 

13 Cultural Heritage 

14 Transport and Access 

15 Noise and Vibration 

16 Glint and Glare 

17 Air Quality 

18 Socio-Economics, Agriculture, and Tourism and Recreation 

19 Waste 

20 Other Environmental Matters 
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Structure of Volume 2: Appendices 

Introduction Appendices  
1.1 Statement of Community Consultation  
 
EIA Process and Methodology Appendices 
2.1 Scoping Opinion: Proposed West Burton Solar Project  
2.2 Cumulative Effects Assessment: Potential Sites for Consideration 
2.3 Figure 2.1: Large Scale Cumulative Sites  
 
Development Site Appendices 
3.1 West Burton Site Plans 

• Figure 3.1: Site Plan 
• Figure 3.2: Site Plan: West Burton 1  
• Figure 3.3: Site Plan: West Burton 2 
• Figure 3.4: Site Plan: West Burton 3 
• Figure 3.5: Site Plan: West Burton 4 
• Figure 3.6: Site Plan: West Burton Cable Route Search Area 1 
• Figure 3.7: Site Plan: West Burton Cable Route Search Area 2 
• Figure 3.8: Field numbering Plans: West Burton 1 
• Figure 3.9: Field numbering Plans: West Burton 2 
• Figure 3.10: Field numbering Plans: West Burton 3 
• Figure 3.11: Field numbering Plans: West Burton 4 
• Figure 3.12: Field numbering Plans: West Burton Substation 

3.2 Agricultural Land Classification Report: West Burton Solar Project 
 
Development Proposal Appendices  
4.1 Indicative Layouts 

• West Burton 1: Preliminary Layout (V.3) 
• West Burton 2: Preliminary Layout (V.3) 
• West Burton 3: Preliminary Layout (V.2) 
• West Burton 4: Preliminary Layout (V.3) 
• Substation and Energy Storage Areas (V.2) 

4.2 Construction Compounds (V.4) 
4.3 Draft Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan 
4.4 Decommissioning Statement  
4.5 Landscape and Ecological Management Plan  
 
Alternatives and Design Evolution Appendices 
5.1 West Burton: Scoping Stage Cable Corridor Plans  

• Figure 3.1 Site Plan 
• Figure 3.2 Site Plan: West Burton 1 
• Figure 3.3 Site Plan: West Burton 2 
• Figure 3.4 Site Plan: West Burton 3 
• Figure 3.5 Site Plan: West Burton 4 
• Figure 3.6 Site Plan: West Cable Route Search Area 1 
• Figure 3.7 Site Plan: West Burton Cable Route Search Area 2 
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Energy Need, Legislative Context and Energy Policy Appendices 
6.1  Legislative Context and National Energy Policy  
 
Landscape and Visual Appendices 
8.1 LVIA Methodology 

8.1.1: LVIA Methodology 
8.1.2: Visual Assessment Methodology 
8.1.3: Cumulative Methodology 
8.1.4: Zone of Theoretical Visibility Methodology 

8.2 Landscape Character Tables 
8.3 Viewpoint Analysis Tables 
8.4 Consultation and Responses 
8.5 Landscape Figures 

• Figure 8.1 Site Location and Study Area 
• Figure 8.2 Aerial Photography 
• Figure 8.3 Landform 
• Figure 8.4 Landscape Character – National 
• Figure 8.5 Landscape Character – Regional 
• Figure 8.6 Landscape Receptors 
• Figure 8.7 Visual Receptors 
• Figure 8.8 West Burton 1 Bare Earth ZTV 
• Figure 8.9 West Burton 2 Bare Earth ZTV 
• Figure 8.10 West Burton 3 Bare Earth ZTV 
• Figure 8.11 West Burton 4 Bare Earth ZTV 
• Figure 8.12 West Burton 1 Augmented ZTV (including viewpoint locations) 
• Figure 8.13 West Burton 2 Augmented ZTV (including viewpoint locations) 
• Figure 8.14 West Burton 3 Augmented ZTV (including viewpoint locations) 
• Figure 8.15 West Burton 4 Augmented ZTV (including viewpoint locations) 
• Figure 8.16 West Burton Viewpoint Photography 
• Figure 8.17 West Burton Cumulative Development 
• Figure 8.18 West Burton Strategic Mitigation Plan 

 
Ecology Appendices 
9.1 Preliminary Ecological Appraisal: West Burton Solar Project 
9.2 Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey Maps  
9.3 Cottam and West Burton Solar: Ecological Desk Study for Cable Route Search Areas 
9.4 Consultation Responses 
9.5 Location of Static Detectors  
9.6 Summary of Otter and Water Vole Survey Results 
9.7 Schedule of protective Ecological Buffers  
 
Hydrology, Flood Risk and Drainage Appendices  
10.1 Flood Risk Screening Assessment: West Burton 1 
10.2 Flood Risk Screening Assessment: West Burton 2 
10.3 Flood Risk Screening Assessment: West Burton 3 
10.4 Flood Risk Screening Assessment: West Burton 4  
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Ground Conditions and Contamination Appendices  
11.1 Preliminary Geo-Environmental Risk Assessment: West Burton 1 
11.2 Preliminary Geo-Environmental Risk Assessment: West Burton 2 
11.3 Preliminary Geo-Environmental Risk Assessment: West Burton 3  
11.4 Preliminary Geo-Environmental Risk Assessment: West Burton 4  
 
Minerals Appendices  
12.1 Minerals Safeguarding Areas and Allocations  

• Figure 1: West Burton 1 Minerals Resource 
• Figure 2: West Burton 2 Minerals Resource 
• Figure 3: West Burton 3 Minerals Resource 
• Figure 4: West Burton 4 Minerals Resource 
• Figure 5: West Burton Substation Minerals Resource 
• Figure 6: West Burton Cable Route Minerals Resource  

 
Cultural Heritage Appendices  
13.1 Archaeological Desk-Based Assessments  
13.2 Geophysical Survey Reports 
13.3 Heritage Scoping Reports 
13.4 West Burton Solar Farm: Geoarchaeology Assessment Report   
13.5 Cultural Heritage Figures 
 
Transport and Access Appendices  
14.1 Outline Construction Traffic Management Plan  
14.2 Abnormal Indivisible Load Access Summary 
 
Noise and Vibration Appendices  
15.1 Noise Survey Information  
15.2 Acoustic Terminology  
 
Air Quality Appendices  
17.1 West Burton 1: Qualitative Dust Assessment and Construction Dust Management Plan  
17.2 West Burton 2: Qualitative Dust Assessment and Construction Dust Management Plan   
17.3 West Burton 3: Qualitative Dust Assessment and Construction Dust Management Plan  
17.4 West Burton 4: Qualitative Dust Assessment and Construction Dust Management Plan  
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