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In nry lcedrng ofcr-iticrl ruocleÌs in ur rld rhcorry sircc 19lll I havc s¡cssccl thc

rliuimalisr gcncrk>gy ofthc nco-rvrnt-grldc. For rìrc most ¡.rtlt, lltisls ¡¡d crit

ics in rhis gcncalogy lcmaiLrccl skcpticll ofrealisrl ¡ncl ìllusiorris¡r. lrr this rvry

tbcy cortinricd lhc v¡r'of ¡l,-st¡¡ction lgliltst tcptescutatiou by ochcr nrclns.

As notccl in clraptcr 2, nriniur¡lisrs like l)orrald.lLrdd sâw tleces ofrc¡lisrrr ur

îbshectio¡ k)o, iD thc optical illusìoDisDr of its piccorial spaccs, lnd cxpuùgcd

thcsc Jast vesriges oftbc c¡kl orclcl oficle¡lisr couposidon àn cltlìLlsi¡srlr th¡t

lccl the|n ¡o abando¡ paurtirg aìtogcrhcr'.1 SigDifìcaDtly, llljs ¡Dti-illusioDist Po:j

nrrc wrs rctailccl by rlany lrtists:urd clitics involvcd in corrccprurl, ilstilrìti..lrr-

i:r'itical, bocly, pcrlor-nrrncc, sìtc-spccil'ìr:, femi¡ist, lncl eppxrptilriort ntt. llvcrt

if rcllism ¡ncl illusic¡lism mc¡nt ¡cìdi¡ion¡l things in thc 1 970s alld I 9tl0s-thc
pxrblcuatic pleasrrrcs of Hollywoocì cincnt:t, f-ot cxrrmplc, or thc cologic¡l

bl¿nclishmcnts of nrass culture-lhcy rctnrincd û,lr'l tburgs.

Yct ¡nothcr- h-âjcck)ly ofllt sincc I9(r0 rv¡s conlrnittccl to lcâlisrn ârld/or'

ìliusionisrl: sullc pol) ¡r't, nlost sLlpencâljsru (also kuowl ls phorotcrlisnr),

sorue lpplopriation ârt. Oftclr disphcccl by thc ruininralist gcllc¡logy in thc

critìcal lìtcr¡turc (ifnoc rn thc urllkctpilcc), this ¡rop 1¡cucrlogy l¡kcs on ¡cw
intcr'csr today, fol it complic:ttcs lhc Ìcd(tctjvc noLiolls ol'r'e¡lism lnci ilÌtrsiortlsttr
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¡dv;ìrlccd l)y thc rnìnìnr;rlist.r¡crrcalog¡r ¡,,,1 in ¡ u'ry dret ìllur¡jlatcs co¡tcrtr-
polaty lcu,or'kirrgs oftllcsc c:¡lclÌorjcs ¡s rvcll. ()UI two b¡sic nloclcls ol'lcplc-
scntrtiùl rniss thc poiDt ofthìs po¡r gcDctrlogy allltosL cntìrclyt tlrrt ìnt:rgcs rr.c

att¡chcd to acf¡rc¡ts, to icoDotr';rplric dlcrìlos (), r'cl1 thìDgs in rhc rv<¡ld, or',

lllcrll¡tivcl),, th¡t ¡ll i¡lagcs can r1o is r-c¡rlcscnr otl)cr-itn¡qcs, thrt ¡lÌ ft¡rlrs of
r-eprcscr)t¡lior) (incìuclirg Icrlislr) tIc at Ll to-t cfcÌclttiiìl codcs. Most ¡ccorìr)ts of
poslw¡r'¡r'l brscti in photour':rpìry divi<1c soDtcu'hcr-c ¡loDg this ljDc: rhc ìDlrlìc

âs Ìcl¡lc¡tiirÌ o¡ rs sinrul¡cl¡1. 'l'ltis lccluctivc cichcr'/ot constr'¡itis suah Ìciì(ìiDqs

ol'rhis ¡r't, cspccirlly il rhc crsc ofpo¡r ¡ thcsis thiìr I rvìll rcst ìnitially rg.rìnsc

thc "l)cr¡ìr in Anrcr'ìcr¡" irtngcs ofAu<ìy W¡r'hol t'ìc¡nr thc crlly )96(ls, ìrrrugcs

tl)ât irìrlìqur¡tc chc pc¡r gclcllogy.']
It is ro sur-pr-ìsc th¡t chc súl¡r/¡o',¡1 r'eucìing of Wrlholi,l pop js âd\¡¡Dccd

by critìcs rssociltccl rvith poststmcrrrlr list D, lir-\\,lronl lVrlhol is 1>op lrlcl, tlclr.c

itrrpoltrtrrrìy, ftrr rvho¡t the lotion of thc sintul¡cr¡1, croci¡l k) tllc Fos[structur-
rlìsr cr'iticluc oflcpr-cscntation, sot)Ìctiltlcs sect)ls to dcpcDd ot) thc cxitDlplc of
Warhol ¡s pop. " \)Vhrt pop ¡r-t \\/¡r)ts;' l{ol¡ncl lJuthcs rv rcs in " l'h¡t Olcì
'Ihing,,Art" (l9ll{)), "is co cìcsynrbolizc thc objcct;'to r.clciìsc rhc irnrgc fì.orl
ârìy clccp Drc¡lling ìnro sj¡ìrrl¡cr¡] sulfìcc.r lD thrs ¡'-occss ¡hc ¡udrol is ¡lso

rclc¡scdr "lirc pop ¡rtist docs ,lot stând ¡¿y'rl/,r/ lns wot.k," lhr.rhcs contìrrrrcs,

"¡ncl hc lrirrsclilr¡s uo clcprlr: hc is lrclely thc srrlfìcc oflris ¡ictur.cs, no sr¡jnr

fìcrl, no i¡tcnrio¡, lnyrvÌrclc." Wjth vali¡rions this si¡rul¡r:r'al rc¡dìlg of Wtr.

ho1 is ¡rcrfulnrcd by Michcl ljctuctrlt, (lillcs ì)clcrrzc. rncì -Jcrn ll;rudrjll¡td, fir¡

wl)orì) rcfcr-cnci¡l dcpth and srìLìjcctivc intcr-jor.ity ¡r-c ¡lso vicdnrs of rh0 shccÌ.

supclfìciaiity ofpop. ln "Pop-Al Alt of (Ìrnsrrnrprion?" (1970), ll¡Lrcìr'jll¡rtl

¡glccs Lh¡t thc objcct Ìn pop "loscs its sytDbolic Drc¡niì)s, jts rgc-clkl utllr opo-
ÙroÌphic status"; l¡rtf r¡,ltcrc lJl¡dtcs ¡¡d tlìc othcÌs scc rn avanf-i¡ìr'dist clisrup

tioll of_ rcplcscllL¡tiol, lÌ¡uchill¡r'cl sccs ¡ll "cn(l of subvc:-sion," a "totl1
i¡)lcgr'âtjon" ofrhc arr rvolk into tbc poììtìcll ccononry ofthc conrurodìty-sìgn.s

'ì-hc rdèrcrrtlllvicrv of \W¡r'holian po¡r is:rcìvrnccil by critìcs encl histoli.rrrs

u,lro tie thc u,ork ro dillilcnt thcl)ìcs: tbc wor.lcìs ol'fishio¡, cclcbrit¡ glry cul.
trlc, drc W¡rhol Factor'y, lnrì so on. Ìts l)lost intclligcnc vclsìon is pr'cscntccl by

Tho|ùls () orv, \'ho, ì| "S:rtulclay ì)ìsrstc$t 'll.¡cc rìDd llcfcr.cncc i¡ l-.ìrrJy ìMr.
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hoJ" (1987), rìiryLrtcs thc sir)1111¡ù¡l :Lccourt of-Wâlhol th¿t lhc ìmrgcs arc irrclis-

crj¡rilrtc ¡¡d thc rrtist ìnrpassìvc. LJrrdcr¡cltlr the ¡ll¡11ìor'oLìs stt¡ll¡cc of
cornnrodiry lctishcs ¡ncl ¡rcalj¿ì srâr_s (lrow fiuc1s "tlrc rcalit¡, of sullcling rucl

dc¡ch"; thc tr':rgcdìcs of Malilyn, Liz. llncl-|lckic itt patticr.rlal arc s:ricl to Prorì)pt
"stnightlonvlld cxplcssions offòclìug."r'ì lcre Orow fìncls noc only l tefltcntirl

objccr làr-Wrrhol but an crupalhctic sublcct irr Walbol, ¡¡d hclc hc krcrres the

cliticliity o/\ù/alho1-rÌ()t irÌ erÌ âtlâck on "tllat old rl)irg ¡r't" (as 13arthc's u,orrÌcl

havc it) rhlough ¡n cnrLx¡ce c¡f the sirnul¡cr¡l comnodity-sigll (rs llaucLiìlrr:cì

rvoulcl h¡vc it), but r'¿tllcÌ ill au cxPosír of"corlphcetrI <¡rstturptiorr" throtrgh

"¡hc br'¡t¡l l¡cr" of ¡ccicleli :tncì moltrlity.T IÌÌ lhis wÂy (ìr'ow ptrshcs Wuhol

bcyoDd hr,rDrrnisr scr)tilrÌcllt to political cDgrgcrÌcDt- "Hc wâs âllrâclcd to lhc

opcr) sor-cs in Anrclicln political lifc," Crow rvlitcs in r rclditrg ofthc clcerli.

chair'ìrragcs ns rgit¡rlop rgrirst dre cìeath pcnalty and ofthc lacc liol inrâ!{es

as ¡ tcstiuloni¡l fol civil riglrrs. "li¡¡ fioDl r prrrc pley oftìre signiiìct libcrarcd

1ìonr rcl'crcncc;' Wuhol bclongs to thc poprrl¡r Amcric¡n tr¡clitiou of "rruth

tcllrnÉ. "

'Ihis lcading of W¡rhol ¡s cnrpâdrctic, cvcn cugrgó, is:t ¡rrojectiol. brrt

ûo rì)olc rh¡r) thc su¡--clfìcirl, i¡rpassivc Walbol, cvcD droÙgh lhis plojc(tjor)

was his own: "lfyou u,arrr to k¡ov all ¡bolrt Audy lValhol, just look a¡ tlrc

surllcc of my prìltings and filrrrs ancl mc, ân(l thcrc I rlr. Thc:e's nothing

l¡chind it."') lJoth c¡lrps nr¡ke ¡hc W¡r'hol thcy nced, ol gct tbc WarhoÌ they

desclvc; no doubt rvc ¡11 clo. Ancl ¡rcjthct plojcctiotr is rvrong. I fìncl thcl¡

cqrmlly pclsulsivc. Ilut they cârìlìor botlr bc righc . . . or can thcy? Can rvc lead

thc "l)câth i¡ Arncrjca" ir)r¡gcs ¡s lclerclltiâl arr,l sìmr.rhcral, co¡ncctcd ¿¡d

disconncctccl, ¡llcctivc ¿rrrl ¡1lcc¡lcss, critical arrrl conty'rlaceut? I think wc nlust,

¡ncl wcr c¡l if rvc rc¡cì rhcrrr iu ¡ thitcl w¿y, itt tc¡tt¡s <lf lnun¡atk rc¿lìvn.u'

()lc wly to clcvclop rlris notion is through the f rous norlo oftbc \V¡rhoLrn

pclsona: "l rva¡t to bc â n)iìclÌil)c."rr Usrrally thìs strtcrucnc is tâkcll to confìr-rr

¡hc bh¡kncss of¡rtist ancl llt rlikc, but ìt lray point lcss to r blank sub¡cct tlul

'I ri: ì\r,r urN ¡)r r¡r, l\Jì^r

to ¡ shocked onc, rvho trkcs clr dro ¡¡tulc ofwh¡t shocks hjnr ¡s ¡ r¡irrurrt-

cìcltcnsc ag:rinst ¡his shock: I ¡ur r ¡rrchinc too, I urakc (rl consulrc) scrilJ

prorluc-inmges too, I givc rs goorl (rr ls bacl) ls I gct. r "Sonrc<¡r'rc srricì nry ìile

hrs clominrtod nre," W¡¡hol told tlrc critic (ìcnc Srvcnson in ¡ celcbr'¡tcd:¡tcr-
vicu, of 1963. "l likccl ¡hat idc¡."1r Ilclc Wrlhol hasjust corrfcsscd to thc s¡rÌrc

Irurcir cvcly dry fol thc p¡st twcnty ycls (rvhat clsc but Crnrpbcllls soup?). ln

c()rÌlext, lhcn, the lwo st¡tclr)cllls lci(i ns l Precnìptjvc er)rbr¡cc oflhe conlp(ìl-

siùr lo Ìcpcât prìt into plây by a socicry ofscr-i¡l pro(lucholl lncì consunr¡rtitrn.

lf you can't bc¿r it, W¡r'hol srrggcsrs, joiu it. Morc, if yorr eurcl it tor¡lly, yorì

nriuhr cxposc it; thar is, yorr niehr lcvc¡l its ¡uiolu¡tisnr, cvcn its rurisrr,

through youl o\\4r cxccssivc cxlnlrlc. Uscd stllrtcgicrlly ir chcla, rhis crpicrlist

lihilism rv¡s pc:fìrrrnccl anrbiguously Lry Walhol, ¡nd, iìs wc slv in clrrpter'4,

lr)¡lly altrsts luvc phycd it c¡rrt sinr:c.rr (Of corrlsc thjs js â pcrlolrr¡¡cor thurc r5

a subjcct "bchincl" this fìgurc of nonsulr¡cctivity thât prcscnrs it ar a fìgulc;

orhcÌ\ /isc' thc shockccì sub.icct is n¡ oxymolc:n. t'ìrr ¡irclc is rro suìrjcct scÌÈ

prcscDl iu shock, lc( ¡loDe rû tr'¡u1ì)¡. Yct tbc iascir¡¡rio:r of W¡rbol is th¡r oDc

is ncvcr- cclt¡ìn ¡boli¡ chis subjcct bchìncl: is anybody honrc, insi<ìc rhc

autollìtk)n?)
'lhesc notions ofshockccl nrbjecrivity lncl compulsivc lcpctition lcp,)\i-

lion fhc lolc of rcFl¡lion jn rhc W¡r'hc¡li¡n pcrsolì¡ ¡nd inrrgcs. "l likc b, 'rirrg
things" is rtnother ftr¡r¡us:rotto ofthis qn:rsi-autistìr: pcr'so:r¡. "l likc thilgs tcr

bc cx:tctly thc sâurc ovcr-ancì ovcl agrin."rr Ir¡ P()Pisnt (191ì0) Warhol glosscs

this cmbr'¡cc ofboledoirr, rcpctitioll, clollrin¡tior1: ''l clon't w¡nt it k¡ bc csscn

tirlly tbc snnrc I w¡llt it to l¡c crac//y thc srnrc. Iicc¡rsc thc rrolc yorr Iook lt
tlÌc s¡D1c cx¡ct r)ring, thc llrolc thc rlc¡Ding goes âwày, ¡ud thc bcttcr and

cmpticr- you ficl."'" Helc Ìcpetition is both r cìr'einrng of signifìclncc and r

dcli'ncling ¡gâinst âfl¡ct, ancì rhis str':rtcgy guiclccl Warhol as clrly as thc 19(r3

i¡telvicw: "Wlrerr yor scc â glrìcsonlc pictulc ovcr and over lgrìn, it clocsn't

rcrlly lrrvc rtny cfict."r7 (ìlcar'ìy this is one lLìlctiol ofrcpctition, rt lcrst rs

unclc¡stoocl by Flcudr to rcl)c¡c a tl¡!lnrltic cvcnl (ìn acrions, in drc¡rr\, ir)

imlgcs) i¡ olclel k) iDlcqr¡tc it iDto ir Psychic cconoùÌy, r symboìic oÌclcr'- l3ut

thc \V¡:lrr¡l rcpctitiols ¡,c r)ot rcstor'¡tivc ì,) this $,ây; thcy ârc r)or ¡borìt â
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ìnîstcÌy ofl)¡ùrn¡. Morc lhirì x 1-ìilticlll )clclìsc lìorrl dlc oticcl irl rllotrDlìrlg,

they sl.ggcst rr obscssivc fìx¡tjo¡ or the ol,rjecl irì nrchncholy.'Ihink of¡ll tbc:

,Àrln¡rl1,rrs alo¡c, of rhc crr¡r¡rirrg, color'ìng, crirtrpìrtg ofthcsc inraqcs: ¡s W¡rhol

wolks o\¡cr-tlrìs irnlgc oflovc, r rtrclrrrchoìic "rvìslr psychosis" sccrns irr pl:ty.'u

lììt this ¡1r¡lysis ìs not quitc light cìthcr'. For onc thirtg tltc W¡r'hol rcPctitiurrs

noL only rrpr-orLrcc tl¡ullì¡tic cfli'cls; thcy also ¡torlrtr'r: rherlr. Sc-.nrchorv i¡ thcsc

rcpctitjor)s, lhcD, scvcr;ìl conlrrdicikrly rhings occtrr-rt thc s¡rl)c tiDlcl ¡ w¡rdinq

¡w¡y of tr'âurnâtjc sìgrifìcurcc ii,/d ir) opcnirlg otìt to it, ¡ <ìcfi'nclirrg rg'ìrrst

tr.flDllr(ir ,rhir r ,,,r,/.r |ri\lrì, lrll ,,l rl.
lÌcrc I shoulcl ur:tkc cxplicit thc thcolctic¡l nrotlcl I h¡vc irtrpJicarcd so

fìr. l¡ thc carìy 19(f)s -f:rctlucs l-¡r:¡n rvls c()Dccrrlcd to dcft¡rc chc tcrl irr lt¡-rl¡s
oftr-lltrnr¡. f itlccl "'l'hc Unconsci()us ¡Dcl lì.c|cliliorr," this scnrirrrr rvls lotrghly

contc,rl)o)-¡l(ìons rvi¡h ¡hc "l)c¡th irr A¡¡clir:4" ìnrgcs (ìt llrr irr crrly l9(r4).''

llur unlikc thc thcoly of si¡¡¡l¡i:r'¡ in Ìl¡uclrill¡r'cl rtrrd cotlprl¡', drc drcoly ol'

tlirnnu jrÌ L¡ciìl) is nor i¡lltrcnccd by pop. It is, horvcvcr', irrfìrlmccl l-ty sLruclli_

ìsnr, u,hic]r hcr c h¡s its clefclrccl clTcct o¡ J-rr:rn, lrr crlly ussoci¡lc oftlrc stllr-c¡l

isrs, ¡lcl [rclorv ] r,ill ilrtinr¡tc lLât pop is lcì¡tcd to str¡¡c¡lis¡l ¿s ¡ lntlnluli(

lcalisnr (cclruiliy my rcldiri¡ of W¡r'hoi ìs r sur-¡c¡list otr<). In this scrtirrur'

L¡c¡n clefìncs tllc tr¡urn¡tic ¡s ¡ urissccl cncourìtcr widr rhc lcrl. As rr¡issccl, tlrr.r

rc¡l crllìot bc rcplcscntccì; it c:tn only bc tcpr:rtcd, incleccì it rttrrsl bc rcpcrlcrì.

"14/icdcltalcn," L.rc¡n rvr-itcs ìl crynrologicrl lcfc'r'cncc lc¡ IjrcucJ orr r'cpctiti,rrr,

"ìs not 1l11lrrrrlrr:'ilt'rr" (51)); r'qrctìLion is rlot r-cPlo([rctiolr. lhis c¡n st¡nc] ¡s ¡¡t

cpitourc ofnry âr'guDlcrlt toor lcpctirìoD iD War'hol is nor rcplodtrcliott in thc

scr)sc oflcl)rcscDL¡[ion (rf rt lefclcnr) or sill!ìL¡tiorl (ofr ptrrc ìrtrrgc, al dcl¡cllcd

signilìcr'). l\rthcr', rcpctitiorì scrvcs lo Ja,rcr'l [hc Icrl trndcntood iìs lr-¡u]r)¡tir.

lìut rhis vcly ncccl llso ¡oirrlr to thc rcei, ¡¡d at thjs l)ojlll [hc rcrl rrrrtr,?J thc

scrccn of r-cpctitior. Ìt is:r r-uptruc lcss ll lhc world ¡h¡¡ irr rhc subjcct bc-

twccll thc pcr'ccptiorl ¡Dd the coDscjous,)css of¡ stìl.)jcct torrrJtt'rl by lrr ilrltgc. Iu

¡l ¡llrrsion L() 

^risk)tlc 
on ¡ccidcnr¡l c¡trs¡lity, Lâc¡D cr1ls thìs rlrttnrtìc ¡r,'irrr

thc l¡rr1¡l; in O¿u¡tn l .t¡cid¡ (1 911{)) lìr ltìrcs crlls it th c ¡ttttcl tn ì') " lt is ¡h is clc-

urcn¡ r.vhich r'iscs lior¡ rhc sccnc, shoots oLtt of il likc lrl llt-ow. ill)d piuraes

nrc," l:lârtl)os wlitcs. "lt is rvh¡t Ì rdd to thc photogr':rph rncl lvhrt is rxrtrcthclcss Arrdy lV¡r1rol, l4/hitL l]tntitry Qn lll, 1963
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¡h-c¡dy thcrc." "Ìt is rcutc yet uruflìcd, il cljcs out ir) silcncc. Ocltl contr-aclittjr¡r:

r flo;rting f1ldr.":" Jhis conlLrsion ibotrl tltc k)càrioll oithc trtPtttt-c, ttrlrl, or'

lltu(ttu1 1s r ao)ìfusìorl ofstrlrjcct rld rvol]<1, irrside ¡nd olrtsidc. lt is rtrr rspccl

oftrrrrrrr; ilclcccl, ir ttray bc ¡hìs conftrslorr thât /-{ h-âtrnrâlic. ("Whcre is Your'

l{rrptrrlc?," \À/;r[hol rsks iù l 19( plirltirg bâscd ou â ncwspàpcl rdvcrtiscrucnt,

u,ith scvcr¡l ¡r'r'o\\,s ¡i)r)cd at the cr'otch ol-r lcnraìc tolso.)

\¡ Cnntn /-¡rr'¡d¿ lJar'¡hcs is co¡ccr-Dcc1 u,ith str'¡ight pb<ltoglaphs, so lrc

locirrcs thc lrrr.trfl iû clct¡iis c¡fr:oDtcur. I"h is is r ù ely thc câsc in \V¡r'hol. Ycr

thc,-c is à Jrr,i./r/,/¡ fòr lrc (lìalt:hos st4rul¡tcs rh¡r ir is a pclsonrl c1ìict) in thc

i¡dillilcncc of thc prsscrby ìD l4/hitu llurnilß Car lll (1963).'Ihis irclifle¡ence

to dlc cr-âsÌr victilì impllecl on thc tclcplìonc polc is blcl cnor.rgh, brrr ìts rc¡uti

tìou ìs,q,r/iiriq, lrd this ¡roints to thc qcncr'¡l opcr'¡dor) ofthcjr/,rc¡r¡r i¡ Warhol.

It rvorks lcss through conrcnt than through tcchrricluc, cspccially through thc

"1loâhrìg llirshc:j" of-the silkscrecrr ploccss, the slippint¡ lucl stlcakirg, blanching

lnd blankirrg, r'cpcâtinij ân(l coloring of rlrc ilragcs. ì-o t¡kc ¡nother i)lst¡ncc,

â .l]r/¡,d¡r,,, ¡riscs lol Drc not fi olìl thc shìnrpccl lr,nruaD ir tlrc cop rnrrge iD ,4r,úa-

Iarc Disøto (1963) but û-onr drc obsccr)c tciu tlrât cflitccs hcl he¡cl in thc ['¡<lt-

toDr iìrl¡fjc. ln both iDstaDccs, just âs thc /rD¿trr, ;r Gclha|cl lUch¡c¡ lies lc:,s iD

clc¡¡ils ¡h¡n ir) tlÌc pclv¡sivc bluning ofthc inagc, so thc jr,irr.¡rlø in W¡r-hol

lics less in dct¡ils th¡n iu rhis rcpctitivc "popping" oftbc rnrâilc.rl

Thcsc pops, such as r slipping of lcgrstcr or a lvasbing in color, sctvc as

visurl ccluivllclts of oùr misscd cllcountcrs witlr thc r'c¡I. "What is lcpcatccl,"

l-rcan rv:-itcs, "is ¡lu,¡ys so:¡cthi¡g thàt occ(rrs . .. ds il L1' ¿11¿¡¡¡" (54). So it is

rvith thcsc poÌ)sr thcy sccnl âccidcntal, but thcy also ¡ppc¡r'r-cpctitivc, trto
llliÌtjc, cvcll tcchnologrcal (chc lclltioD bcrwcc¡ ¡ccidcDt lnd tcchnology, crr-
ci¡l to ¡hc discou¡-sc ol sbock, is r glc:rt Mrbol subject).rr ln thìs rvay hc

ci¡bor¡tcs o¡ oll optic¡l Ììncolrsciors. â tcl)r intloduccd by Waltcr llcnjrnìn
to rlcsc¡ibc ¡h,:: subli:lri¡ral cflccìts of¡rodcrr r¡ragc tcchnologics. l)enjanrur dc-

vclopccl ¡his notion in thc car'ìy 193{)s, i¡ r-csponsc to pbotogr'¡phy ¡nd fìLu;

Wlrìrol u¡--clalcs it tìrilry ycrrs lâter', il) r'cspoDsc k) thc postw¡r- socicty of thc

spccìl¡clc, of ùr¡ss D¡cclia ancl conrDrodity-signs.r' lrr rbesc ear'ly iDlrgcs wc scc

wh¡t it looks ljkc ro drcar¡ ìn thc agc oftclcvision, 1.1,[,, ancl lTrrrc or rathcr

F|@
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wh¡t it looks Jrkc to nìghtnrrlc ¡s shock victi¡rs ,.vho plcprlc fò¡ clìsrstc¡s th¡t

blvc aLcrcìy co,lc, fbÌ W¡rhol sclccts rÌrouÌcDts wl)cll lilis spcct¡clc cllcks (tlrc

-]l-l( âssrssi)l¡tion, tllc Molll-oc suicidc, r'acist âttâcks, c¡) wr_cckt, l)Lrt t:l-:ìcks

only r<; cxprtrcl
'lhus thc ¡ririrtrrir jn W:r¡hol is Dol strictiy ¡rtivltc ot public." No¡ ìs thc

contcllt h-ivi¡l: a rvlrilc rvonrar slrrrrrPcd fiorr ¡ rv|cr:kc<l r rbuhDcc, or r bÌrtck

Dr¡n âttrcked by l policc rìog, ìs r shock. lìut, lgrrn, this lì¡st olclcr ofshock is

sr:r'cencd by thc lcpctitioD <>irhc inrrrgc, cvcr thorìgh this rcpctitiorr r)¡y ¡lso

plocluce r scco¡rcl orclcr oft,¡uil¡, bcrc at thc levcl ol_rechnjque, lvhcle thc

¡rrarlrlrr brcrks tlrlor.rgh tbc,.clccn ¡ncì ¡llou,s thc lcll to pokc thlough.r" 1hc

fcrl, l-rcrn prus, is /rorrnr:rtic, lDd I notcd tlìiìt llìc tc¡r it¡ '4ttl¡tl¿ncc I)is¿:lrt ts

such r hole (trorr) fòr nrc, thorrgh rvhat Ioss is lìgured thcle I c;ìDnot sly.

'lhlough thcsc pokcs or'¡ro¡rs wc sccnì aLllost to toLlch thc rc¡I, rvhich thc

rcpctitjor) ofthc ìnrr.rlcs tt oDcc distânccs ând r-ushcs low¡rd us. (Sonrctinrcs rhe

cololirrg of'rhc ìnragcs lrrs dris srlungc cloublc cllcct ¡s u,cll.):7

hì tlris w¡y dilì¡)cDt kiDcls of |cpùitiou ¡rc iD pl¡y iD Wùholr rcpcntr.,ns

¡hat fìx ol thc tr âurìr¡ti. r-c¿ìI, lh¡t so cen ic, thrt plocìucc ìr. Âncì this rnuftiplic

iry rnrkcs ftrl chc ¡rrrrdox uot ouly of inragcs thât ¡¡c both ¡flcctivc ¡r:d
rl'iccdess, but elso ofvicrvcls ¡he¡ lr-c ncithcr intc¡3r'rtcr1 (rvhich is rhc iclcrl of
nrost nroclcrn âcstllctics: thc suLrjcct corrposcd rn contcnrphdon) ¡ol clissolvcd

(rvhiclr is thc clìòcr of ¡ruch popular i:ultr,uc: thc sLrl)ject givcn ovcl to thc

schizo i¡tensjtics ofthe r:onrnrodity si.qrr). "l nevcr t'ilì rprrt;' WrlhoÌ Ìcnr¡rkcd

in '1 fu ])hilosollty oJ And)t l441thol (1975), "bccrusc I ncvcl flll rogclhcr'."r$ Such

is thc subjccr c1lìct of his wolk ¡s rvcll, àlìd it lcsoll¡tes in ¿r't th¿t c'l¡bor'¡tcs

or pop: lgain, iD sor¡c supc: r calìsm, soir)c ¡l)propli¡tjorl ¡r'1, ¡Dd sonlc cor)tcir)

pollry u,olk involvccl jn jllrrsjo¡risnr -'¡ carcgoly, likc lcalìsrn, th:rt it invrtcs us

to rctl)ir)k.

'1'R^uM^'l l(i Ir-r-ùsroNrsM

l¡ his 19(r4 scnrin¡r'oD thc ¡c¡l L¡c¿¡ cììsrilguìshcs bc¡q'cc¡ l,l/rcd¿r'l¡o/rriq ¡ncl

l4/icdukthr. l-hc lirst is thc rcpetitior ofcbc lcplcsscd ls sy¡ÌploDÌ ol signifìcr,

\
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Ìcmirìisccr)t ofproperty;' thrt cnrpowers thc (l¡rtcsiaD srìbjcct 1131 l). l-rcrrr nrol
tilìcs this subjcct jn thc f¡¡¡ous â,rcc(Lotc ol thc sâr-diDc c¡n tlrrt, aflort on thc

sc¡ ând ¡glint in thc sun, sccnìs to look âr thc younll 1.,¡r:¡l in thc fìshilg boar

"ât thc lcvcl ofthc poinr oflight, tlrc poirrt;rt whiclr cvelythir)g rh¡r looks ¡r
n)c is sitlratcd" (95). lhr:ssccnrs (s)hc sccs, pictur-cd as (s)hc pictures, thcLa
canian subjccc is fìxccl in r dorrblc positio¡, ¡ntl this lcacls L¿c¡n ro srìpclin)posc

oll lhc rìstlàl coDe of vision thât cllÌiÙrâtcs firÌu the slll:jecr ¡Dothcr collc th¡L

crrranatcs.frrrr flu: objcLl,'.rt tbe ¡oirt oflight, which hc câlls thc g¡zc.

Thc fìrst conc is f¡nrili¡r lìorl l\c¡¡iss¡lcc ttcâriscs oi) pclspccrivct tite

srìLrjccl ìs â(ìdresscd ¡s tlìe DÌ¡stcr-ofthc obJcct irnlycd rDd lòcusccl ls lD r:Drgc

fol hi¡r or hct positionccl ¡l ¡ gcorlch-âl point of vicu,inll. lJu¡, Llcan ¡cìds

irumeclirrcly, "l am not sirlply thar prrltifornr bcing loclrcd ât the gcontchâl

point fiom wlìich thc pclspccrivc is grrs¡rccl. No <lor.rbr, in thc dcptlrs oflty
cyc, the pictur-c is pail)tcd.' rc picrulc, ccltâinl)', is iD ury cye. l3rrt l, I rm rD

rhc piccruc" (9(r).rr Thrt is, thc sul'rjcct is ¡lso u¡c]cr thc rcgrrcl of tlìc objcct,

photogr¡phccl by its liglrt. pictulcd by ìts glze: rhrrs tlrc supelirupositìou of tlrc

two cor)es, with tbc objcct âlso ât thc pojnr of thc light (thc grzc), thc subjcct

¡lso ¡¡ the poilt o1'thc piculc, ald rlìc im¡gc irlso in line rvith tlìc scr-ccn.

wlìich l-¡clì11 tclDrs thc r?¡//dxilldr, rtlso irr rìltrsiorr lo A)istode- Thc sccotrd is

tbe rcLllln disctlsscd ebovc: lhc IeLrttn ofâ lràtìllÌâli(r clÌcolìlltcr-willl thc reel, I
tìrìng tl)at rcsisrs lhc synrbolic, th¡t is rþl ¡ sigDifèÌ ât l)1, which rgrilr l.acrn

c¡lls thc /rrrlrl. Ihc lìr'st, thc rcpclition of tlrc syrrìPtonl, crìn corltlill or sclccrl

drc sccold, thc lctur-n oft])c Lr¡Lrmrtic lc¡i, whìclr lhLrs cxisls Lrcyond thc ¿¡l/o,rl_

¡k¡r of tlrc synrploDrs, bcyoncl "thc i¡sistcncc of thc signs" (53--54), indccrl

bcyonrl thc ¡lcrsrrlc plinciple.rt Al¡ovc I lclatccl thcsc lwo kir)ds ofrccurle]rcc

to thc tuþ solß ofr-cpclitioD irr ¡irc W¡lholi¡n inragc: I re¡rclttilrg of lrl irnlgc

lo sclecn l trnrrlrlâlic lcrl, wbich ìs ¡roDethelcss Ìel(lÌllccl, ¡cciclclltly â11d/or

oblir¡rcly, irr rhìs vcly screcling. Hclc I rvill vcnttre ¡ furlher âlllìogy ttr rcìa

tion to supcncalisl àr'tr sor)reliDÌcs i¡s illtrsiclrtistri is so cxccssivc âs lo ePPcâl-

¡nxious lùrxious to covcl Lrp â /r0rr1l)¡tjc lc¡l_..but lhis ¡nxicty câDr1ot lìclP

but i¡rclic¡rc this lc¡l rs wcll.r') Stìclì irLr¡logics bctwccr ¡syclrornlÌytic <liscoulsc

¡¡cl visu¡l ¡r't âr-c worth little ìfnorhi¡g rìcdirlcs rhc rrvo, btrr hcre both thc

tl)cory irDd thc àr't rcl¡tc r-cpctitiorl âncl lhc rcâl lo visurliry rrrd rhc gazc.

lì.orrghly contcm¡--onnco¡s rvidr thc splcacl of pop ancì thc lisc of st¡-

pcÌr'cllìsl]r, lhc L¡c¡¡r senri¡l¡t oD thc !¡iìzc lollorvs thc sclni¡al-otl thc rcal; itr is

¡rucb citecì bu¡ littlc u,rclclstood. Thclc uray bc l nralc gazc, lrtcl clpitllisr spcc-

tâclc is or-ìcnlc(l to r nrarculiDist strt'l.jccr, brtt stìch ¡tgtltlÌct1ts ¡)c not stlPPollcd

l)y /rij sciì)ill¡r of LaclD, for- whoDr lhc geze is Dol ctttb<)rìiccl irr :t srrbjccr, rt
1câst ùot i,1 dlc fìrsl il)sl¡rrcc. To irll cxlclll likc Jclrt-l)rul SîÌlIc, L,¡câ)l ciis

tjngLìishcs bc¡u,ccl thc look (or thc cyc) rrld thc gazc, luci kr ¡¡r cxtcnt likc

M¡ur'ìcc Mcrlc¡u-Pouty, hc locatcs lhis g¡zc /r, f fu tuttrld.tt As rvith larrgu.rg. in

Lrcun, thc¡, so u,ith tlrc gâzc: ir l.ì¡"..r:/J/J rhc subject, $,ho, "lookc.l ¡rt fiorlr ¡ll

siclcs," is but ¡ "st¡in" iD "thc spccl¡clc oftlrc wor'lcl" (72,75). Thtrs positicltlcd,

tlrc srrbject ¡cncls to fòcl tlìc g¡zc ¡s â thÌcât, ¡s il'ir clucriccl hi¡rt ol ltcr; ¡nd so

iris, rccolclingto L¡câr), lh¡t "¡hc qlzc, ryøob¡(lû, rlÌîy corrrc to sytltboììzc cllis

(:cltl¡l lâck cxpr'csscd ill chc phcnorr:crtort ofcasrlrrion" (77).

Mor'c th¡n Slltle :rucl Mcrlcatt ì)orrry, thcrl, l,rcarr chrìlengcs thc olcl

plivilcgc ol-rhc ,subjcct ir sight ¡nd scll'-consciotrvrcss (rhc .l srl ary-rcf r,,rrrq

rrri,rr// thrt alorrrrds thc phcno¡rcuologicll subjcct) ¡s rvcll ¡s rlrc old turstcly of

thc sUbjcct iD Icl)r'cscr)t¡tjon ("this úr'lor1q Í() ¡//¡' ¡sl)cct of rcl)rcsclll¡tjoDs, so

I
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'Thc rnc:rnirrg r¡l'rhis l¡st tclrrl is oLrscrtrc- I tl¡lclcr'sl¡lld jl t() rcfi't t() rhc

culto:¡Ì ¡cscrvc ofrvhicl¡ cach in:rgc is onc inst¡rrcc. C:lll it lhc convcntìo¡s oi
¡r't, thc sdrcDlâlar oflcPlcseDtàfion, rhc coclcs ofvisLl¡l ctllttllc, this scr-ccrl tttcdl_

df.s thc ob.jcct gezc./òr rhc subjcct, btìt jt ¡lso /),1rkr¿tu lhc stlb.jcct./iorrr this objcet

gazc. 'lhat is, it crptulcs thc giìzc, "puls¡tjle, clazzlittg rncl s¡r'cld otrt" (lì9), lncl

/drr¡,r'ir ¡l lr inlge.I lhjs l¡sr tblnrtrl¡tio11 js crlrci¡l Iìo¡ l.¡r:¡l ltrli¡i¡ls ¡lc

caught iD drc g:tzc ofrhc rvolltì; thcy rre otrìy ott clisphy drcrc. LlLlltl¿rrs rttc

lrol so lc(lucc(l to this "inrìg¡r¡ry clpnrlc" (103), fìrl wc h¡vc ¡cccss to tllc

synbolic i|r this câsc lo thc sr-'lcctr ¡s lhc sirc of'pÌcttrÌc rrllking lrlcì vicrr'irl¡1'

rvhcrc rvc can rlìârìiprìl¡lc ¡trcl trrotlcr¡[c the g¡zc. "M¡D, in cllict, kllorvs h¡¡rv

to phy rvith thc ¡r¡sk ¡s tlr¡t bcyolld thich thctc ìs tìrc glze," L¡c¡rÌ stâtcs

"Thc sc'cc¡ is lrcrc tlrc loct¡s ofrtrcdirtio¡" (1{)7) lrt this u'r¡' thc scrcc¡r ¡llo*ii I

rhe sr)bjcct, rt thc pojrìti of rhc pictrrrc, to bchold thc ob.jcct, at tllc poirrt oi
light. ()thcru,ìsc it rvoulcl bc inrpossiblc, f<rI-to scc rvithout rhis scr-ccn rT'titrlc] i

bc to bc bli¡clcd by tìre glzc or [ouchcd [-'y rhc lcrl.
'Ìllrs, cvcn iìs 11ìc glìzc nrây tr'¡p the srrb.jcct, rhc srrbjcct nllty tlrtrc tùc

g:rzc.'ì-lris is thc fir¡lction ofthc sclcc¡: ro r)cgoti¡tc ¡ l )'itg dotut of thc gazc:

as i:r r l:tying dorv¡ ofa \\¡càPor]. Notc thc ¡t¡vistic tlopcs of P)cyinq ârld l¡rl]-
j¡rfÌ, brttlir)g âl)d r)cirolirtiDll; both grzc lDd sLrbicct;tlc givcl) stmngc ¡{lc,r(jr'\,

ìncl thcy rrc positionctì ir p;tlanoid \\,.rys.rr lndccd, l,rcan inrrgiles lhc grzc

r)ot oÐly ¡s m¡lcfìccllt bul iìs violcr)t, ¡ forcc lhâl cllD à1lcst, cvcn kjll, ilit it "''t
dis¡r'rnccl fìr'st.r5 l-hus, whc¡ ulgcnl, Pìctt)r'c lll¡kilrg is iìPotr'opllic: its fÌcsttlrcs

alrcst tbjs â'rcstinf¡ ofdrc gazr.: bcfìrlc thc f¡cl. Whcn 'Apol1olirrr" (101), ¡it
trìr'c l)ì¡kinll rs lt¡c¡ting: its pcr'ac'ctirl:rs prcìty thc grzc, "r'oìiìx" rhc vjcwc) fi.onr

its gr\r (thìs Nictzschcln tclm lgliu pro.jccls ll)c g¡zc as l)ionysiln, fìtìl oftìcsilt:

rncì clcarh). Such js ¡cs¡hctjc cotrlcrDpìltiott âccordìng ft) I-âcâr): solllc lrl lì]¡y
attcnrpt ¡ /11)rrlr(ltril, ltr'ìckurgofrhccyc,lrtttrlle:crs¡rilcslo¡¿ot Prt]qdÍ|,
a l¡llriDg of lhc grzc.

llclow I will suilgcst tlr¡l sol)ìc coltcnÌPolàr'y wolk r-cftrscs tllis rge-olcì

nraDcìatc to pacily thc giìzc, k) ùrrìtc thc ìrtt:tgirllt y rrld rhc sy¡rl,.olic rgaìnsc thc

Ir':'l /r r'"¡r i! tlti¡ nrt u'utttd t/r' 1r:' t"'/'i't" lh 't'i tt¡'t tt'I! L t"l 1" :;:t'ttt
all thL glot1, þt tltL,In\trtr) Ltl its prlsatif lrrilt', ü (tÍ lkls¡ h) ùtokt lhis sul¡linr couiilic'n

'lìr rhis c¡rcl it r'rovcs lrot only to rttrck tl)c jr)âgc l)rlt to tcirr' ¡[ the screc]1, or

to sÜilgcst th¡[ it js îlrerdy fttrl. IjoI lhc D]orÌlcrlt, howcveÌ, I u,¡tll t<l rr,¡tr¡¡ll

u,ith thc crtcgor-ics r>f /roa4.'c-/ìr'i/ lrrrl dt)fipkt trtqdftl. fôr'sonrc post pop alt cìc

vclops ilhrsiollist tli(:kinss a¡d ta¡rirrgs i¡ \v¡ys dr¡l ¡r'c distinct fir>¡r I c¡lisr¡ not

only ir thc oliì r'cfclcn¡irl scllsc btt ill thc Ll¡uD1¡tic sc)rsc otìtlil)cd âbove.:rr'

ln his sc¡rir¡u: o,) lhc gaze l-¡c¡n lctclls che cl¡ssical talc ofthc irrrrr¡rt-

1'o¡ll conrcst betrvccn Zeuxis ¡ncl l)nuhrsjos. Zcuxis ¡rrirrts gllpcs iu l wly rhrr

lulcs bi|ds, br¡t P¡uhasi<¡s ¡rlints l vcil iu a rvry thac clcccivcs Zcrrxis, who ¡sks

to scc rvh¡t ljcs bchind thc vcil ¡url coni:ccles tbc cor)tcsr itr ctlìbâ¡ mssrìrcrrt, FoÌ

Llcrrn thc skr'y concctrls thc clifli'r'cncc bct\\¡cc,r thc irn¡gjnrry ciìPttìÌes of /t/'?/

¡ni¡r¡l ¡lcl dcrr:ired hrrnr:ur. Vclisiuiilituclc t¡ny h¡vc littlc co clo wi¡l) cìlhcr c¡i)

rrìr'c: wh¡t look,. llkc grapcs to ol)c sl)ccies lÌ)iìy Dot lo iìl)olhci; lhc ¡llPor-c¡llt

¡lrinq rs ¡hc rppr'oplilte sìgu lol cach. Molc signifìc¡nt hclc, thc lnirnrl is Ìurcd

irr rcl¡tìor: !o thc slrrLcc. r,hclcrs lhc hrtrl¡n ìs dcccivccl ìn rcl¡tion lo ùlnÍ lia!

ldtit¡tl And bchjnd thc pìctur-c, for L¡câr, is thc gtze, tl)c objcct, rhc lc¡1, u'itlr

which "thc pàir)tcr-iìs crc¡toÌ . . . scts up l clialoguc" (1 12-13). I'hus r pclfi:ct

illusioD is not possìble, ùrd, cvc¡ if ii rvcre possiblc it woLrld tot ¡nswcr- thc

qucstiolr ofthc lc¡l, r¡,I¡ich ¡lu,¡ys r-cnains, bcLird rld beyord, to ltrlc us.'l hìs

is so bcc¡¡se tho lc¡l c¡¡not bc rcplcsclltcd; irlclcccl, ic ls dcfìnccl âs strch, ls lhc

¡cg,¡tjvc ofthc synrbolic, n r)risscd c,lcourler', l lost objcct (lhc littlc bit "l'r1,i'
sutr.jcct lost to drc subjcct, rhc 0ûl(/ d). "'l-his othcr thì¡g lbchincl thc PielLrrr

ancl bcyorrd tl)c ¡)lcâsllrc plinciplel is thc ldlt rr. ¡tound which thcrc r-c\,olvcs â

corrrb¡t ofrvhir:h ¡¡11¡¡pa l'<tcil is thc sou1" (1 l2).

As ¡n ¡r'¡ ofthc notttptJ'Ltcil, sLìpcrrc¡lism js alscl involvcd i,r this coDrb¡t.

brrr supcrlcalisr js nror-c thârì a ttickiug ofrìrc cyc. lt is lt strbtclltrgc ¡rydinsf tbc

lcrl, en rrlt plcclgccl not only to pacify thc lcll bul ro sc¡l j¡ bchilcl surll¡ccs, tc>

cnrbulnr it in lp¡rcrnrces. (()f coursc lhis is not its sc1Êunclcrstrnditrg: st¡rcr'-

rc¡lisrl sccks to dcljvcl thc lcâlity ol-âpl)carancc. llul k) clo so, I waut to sttggc,.r,

is to ddly tìrc lcrl or', :rgnin, ro scrl ìr.) Supcrlcllisrt âttcl)rp(s lhis scâling IIì

thrcc w¡ys rt lc¡st. 'l lte first is to lcPrcscnl lPp¡rcnl lcilily as a coclccl .rigrt.

Oficrr m:rnifòsrly b¿scd on ¡ phologl¡ph ot r postcrld, rhis strpcrtcrJistu shows

tbc lc¡1 ¡s rL ca<1y :rbsolbcd into rirc syutirolic (as irr the crr'ly rvolk of Malcohu

t.1lt-t0



Mollc¡'). ') he sccond is to tcl-'tocltrcc ¡pPiìrcrrt rc¡ìiLy rs â fllrid J'r/à"' Morc

jlhrsionist th¡n thc fìnt, ¡his supctle;rlisnl drlc¡lizcs thc rc¡l u'i¡h si¡rulac¡¡i

elÌicts þchrccì to tì)c l'-op ¡rrlitttì gs ol'Jlrtrcs lloscrlclttisl, this cntcgory iDclrrdcs

Arrc| cy Fhck aod l)on lìcidy rnroDg odrcls). l l¡c tllj¡cl is to rcy cscrrt ¡f1)arcnt

lcality rs r visnrl ¿olr,r,,dr¡rrrr witl) r'cllcctiorìs ålld relì¡ctio¡s of rlrlr'ty solts' In

this s!rpcrÌe¡lier), rvhich paltrtkcíof thc filst twc¡, th0 srrrìcturì,)g ofthc visrrrl

is slrti¡cd to lltc PoiDt ofiDrplosioll.,,f.oll rpsu r)rìttr thc \'ìcw(r" ln iii¡rt of

thcsc pâil)tiìlgs onc nay ft'c1 trrrclct lhc g:tzc, lookccl àt 6orll lràl1y sicles: th¡s

thc ínrpossjblc clor.tblc pclspcctivc th¡¡ l{ich¡r'd Eslcs corrtrivcs irl f-/rrirrrt Sqrr,lr

(19115), wlrich coDvclgcs 0,¡ rrs lnolc th¡l cxrcnds.forr trs, or lrj'' cclu¡lly illpos

siblc llolôic Srlf-Po¡ntit (197(r), in u,hich \ /c ìook 1l I t1j¡cr n'iudow jn conr-

plctc pcr¡lcxity ¡s to whrl is itisiclc allcl wlì¡l is otrlsidc, $41ât is in ñorìt of trs

¡¡rcl rvhrt is bchiucl. If'[/rli¡r¡ Sq¡¡,1¡r Plcssntes a l{elraissrucc patadignr ofli¡ear

pclspectivc hkc l'fu ltlcal City, Danlfu Sd[-PotfklitPlcsstrres a baloclttc plrl-rdigDr

ofPictoriâl lcllcxivity likc I'as L4utinns (it is no sur¡-'r-isc lhât' rn thc ll)ovc to (lsc

lincs ¡rd srrlirccs to tìc trP ard sllotl)cr lhe tcrl, srtpcrrcalisls wouicì tuur tr¡ lllc

brlociuc intricacrcs of strcl) ¡rrists rs Vclazqtrcz).

ln rhcsc plintirrgs llslcs h¡llsPolts his histolrcal lllodcls lo:t collltrlr:rcirl

scli¡r rnci r storcfì1tìl i¡1 Nclv York; ¡ncl ilclcccl, as willì PoF, it js cliflìcrrlt to

iurlginc,.upcrlctlisnr iPâ)-l fìonl rhc rrrrglctl lirrcs àlld llìÌid su)faccs ofcl¡ritrìisr

sPcct¡clc: llìc u¡lcissìstic scducti<¡¡ of shop u'inclorvs, the ltlscìous shecrl of

sporrs clrs-in drott, the scx lPpcâl oflhe conlttloclity-sign, with rhe conrnrori-

ity l'cnririzcd end thc fcmi¡i¡c conrnrodifìcd in I wly that, cveù urolc th'ìrr

Poyr, srrpellcliisrn cclcbr-âtcs r'¡lhcr thàll qLlcslions As Icpxriìucccl irr tbjr 'rrr,

thcsc lìnes ar)d snlñccs ofÌcn cìistcrrd, fì¡ld beck. ¡¡d so fl¿r¡ten pictolill dcpth.

llut cìo thcy h¡vc the s¡r¡c clìì:cr otr ¡syr/rir c1c¡rLh? hr I cotrrpalisorl ofpop lnd

sLlpcr-r-câlisnl wilh strltc¡listu Fr-cclticJlrlrcsou h¡s clailuccl ¿s rnuch:

Wc ncctl only juxt¿rPosc thc l)l¡l1nc(Ìtrirr, as a [sullcllist] synbol'

with tbc pl)olo8r¡pLtic objccts ofpop lrt, rhc CarDptrell's soup can'

thc ¡ricturcs of Mrrilyn Monloc, or-\\,illl ll)c visLlâl clniositics ofop

¡lt; vc rlccd ortly cxchatlgc, ftu th¡r c¡vir-o¡l¡ct)t ofsllìâll $'ork-

l\rcb¡r'd tjstcs, Dor[b Stlf-l)oûmit, 19'l 6



shops ¡,)d storc coLr,ìrcls, lor thc rr¡,lrr/rl drl:\'l¿r¿(rJ rìild rllc st¡lls i¡l

lhc strcets, thc g¡solinc st¡tiolls rlong Anrcricrn srr¡-elhigirrvlys, rhc

glossy phorogrrphs in lhc tlrglzincs, or thc ccllophâ,rc prlrtìisc <>f

¡r) Al)clic¡n cìtttgsrorc, in olclcr-k¡ re¡1izc tllll rlÌe otrjcccs oltstruc-

rlisur arc gor'tc rvithotr¡ ¡ l¡¡cc. Ilcnccfòr'tl:, ìrl rvhlt rvc rllay norv

i:¡ll Þosr¡rdus¡r'ill c:r¡ritalislr, thc ploclrtcts rvith which \\'c ¡r'e lLrr'

c¡pable ofsc,vinl¡ ¡s I condoclol ofPsychic ctrclgy.J'

llercJ¡)ìlcsoD :ratks ¡ shiltr jn p:-ocltrcliotr ¡nd col)sr.rlllPtioll chat lllects att ¡ncì

subjcctiviry ¡s u,cll, L¡ot is ìt ¡ "lrisrc¡ric¡l ú¡rtI of ¡tr trrìcxpcctcdly ùbso]trlc

ki¡d"?:'* Thcsc old objccts rrrry be clìspirrccd (aLcady fol tbc so:rcrlists thcy

wclc ¡ttr-¡cìtivcly outnroclcd), irttl thcy alc rlol gorlc witlìotlr r tfacc. (ìcÌtlitlly

thc rrrûfi:r/-r rchrccl lo thcsc ob-jecls h:tvc ttol clisappclr-ccl; tlle cpochs oirhc sub-

jcct, lct rlorc oflhc rrl)corscìotrs, àtc Dol so ptrllcltìàl r' ln sllolt, stll:rcl r'crlisrìi ¡
Lct¡ins a subtctt¡¡rc¡rÌ collnccrjorl to slllrc¡lisr)l itt thc srrbjcctivc tcgistcl, lncl,/
lroi olly bec¡usc botb plly or scxtìal ¡ncl corltrrotìity l'c¡ishìsll¡.s.

(ìcorges llâl¡illc oncc tcnrar-kecl that bis ki¡d ofsolrc¡lisrlr i¡voh'cd rlle

Jr¡ ¡rorc tÌrîrl thc ir'i ¡: thc urr¡clielíst lorv rlrorc lhârr ¡ltc idc¡lisL hish (which ltc

¡ssoci¡tecl with Andr'í' lìrcton).1" My kirrcl ofsnrlcrlisnt jnvolvcs lhc.rrú morc

thrn drc rn'too, Lrrr¡ i¡ drc scnsc oflhc rcul th¡t lics belorv, which this stu lcalisur

sccks to t¡p, to ìct crrrpl, âs ifb)' chrncc (whir:lt again ìs lhc rrlocL: ofrppcrtrlnr:c

of-rcl)ctitioD).ri Su¡rcttcllistr is ¡lso i¡ltlvetl u,ith this ¡c¡l th¡t lics bclor¡', btrt

rs:r srTrn_crlisrr it ts concclrrccl to stty ol top of it, to kcc¡r it cìorvti. Urlìikc

su)rcllism, thcn, it rv¡nts k) corlcc¡l ntotc th¡lt ¡o tcvc¡l ¡his lcll; tirrts it hys

clolvr its iryels ofsigns ¡rld s!ìr_làccs dlawn fio¡r tbc i:onrnroclily u'ot1d rror ortly

¡gâinst rcplcscl)tâlioDal clcptb buc llso:tgltittst tllc cl¡LìDratic lc¡l Ycl this ¡ll\_

ious ,rìovo to sllÌoollì ovcr this lc¡l poil)ls lo it ìlollcdtcless; sLrpct.'ealisnl rcrlr.rirrs

¡n ¡rt of"thc cyc ¡s rn¡dc cìcspclrrc by thc grzc" (11(>), ancl thc tlcspelrti.rrr

slrorvs- As ¡ r'csult its ilhrsi<¡n fìils rtot only rts n tticking of tJrc cyc bol ¡s iì

nnring ofthc glzc. r pìotecting ag¡iDst lhc l,¡rrDl¡lic lcrtl.'l'll¡t is, it f¡ils r¡ol co

r-cùrirìal tìs of¡hc lcal, r¡rcl iD this w;ry il is t,lìtlDl¡lic lÒot i\ lt¡ tfi1dli( illLßi)lli5ttt

'Ì r¡ri Ì{tif URN oì' tltti lLIi^t-

If tlrc rc¡l is rcpr_cssccl ìn supcr-realisrtr, jt also lctu:_ns thcrc, ând úis rctLrr'rl

tlislLrpts rhc strpc)-rciìlisr s(rrf¡cc ofsif¡ns. Yct ¡s tlris clisluptiotr is r:trdvcltcnt, so

is rhc li¡¡lc clistùrbarcc ofcrPitelist s¡rccteclc th¡t it nlây cllcct. Thjs cìisturbancc

is not so inacìvcrtcrrr ìr lp¡rlopliltion ¡rt, rvllidr, cspcci:rlly irr ¡hc simulacr¡l

fc'it ofsigns, f ritlity of sur'ñccs. und cnvckrpilg of thc viewcr'. Ycl tlrc diÍfc,-

cDccs l¡ctr.vccrr thc lwo urc rÌlo]-c iDrlr(t-f¡rrt th¡rt thc si¡riluitics. llorh ¡¡rs tlsc

photoglaphy, but supcllcàlisur cxpk)its son)c p]rotogr':tphic vrltrcs (Jikc ilìu

sionisnr) irr thc iltclcsts ofprrntirg ¡nd cxcÌudcs olhcrs (likc lcplocìucibility)

¡ro¡ in thcsc intclcsts, incìccc1 lhât thÌcâtcr) strch printclly vâlucs ¡s llìc rìtìi(Ìtlc

irnlge. A1-'¡'¡ o¡.r'irrion ¡r-t. ou drc orlÌc' hând, uscs photogrrphic r cplodrrciLrììity

in r clucstioning ofpairrtclly utriqttcncss, lis irt thc cerly copics of llroclcr-llist

nliìsteÌs by Shcl|ic l-c'vi¡rc. Ät ¡hc ,"¡nrc tiDrc, it cjlhcr pusìrcs pholctgr-lpJric

ilhrsioris¡l to rn ìruplosivc ¡--oinr, ls in thc c¡r-ly lcphotographs oflìirrcc, ot

tlr'ns rolrld oll this jllusionisnr lo qucstiorl the docLlDrelititry ll-ttth ofrhc pholo

gnph, rhc lclcr-cntill vrlrrc ofrcplcscntlltion, as in thc câr'ly ¡hoto-lexts ofllrl
bala I(rrrgcr'.'Ilrrrs thc v¡ulltcd critiqllc of rcpl-cscnràtiorl ltr this postllrodcrnist

irrl: â clililFrc of ¡r'listi(: c¡lcgor-ics rnd tlocrrltrc¡laty gcnrcs, of utcdi:t tùyths

¡nd scxual stcl cotypcs.

So, too, thc two âr-ts positjon tlrc vicwcr- dillcrcnrly: in ì¡s cl¡bor'¡tion of
illusio¡ su¡crlcllis¡r i¡vitcs tlic vicrvcl to lcvcl ¡lu¡os¡ schizr¡PIrlc¡icllly in its

sulfaccs, r,hc;cls in its cxposulc ofiihrsion rpptopriltion ¡rt asks drc vicrvc¡ t<r

look thtorgh its sr¡rlàccs criticrlly. Yct sor)relir)res lllc two cl()ss hclc, ls u,hcrr

âpl)roprialion ¡r'L cllvclops tlrc viewcr jrl iÌ supcncaìrst u,ly.r2 Mo:c irtrportarltly,

tlìc two ¡pplo¡ch onc ânod)cr jr) tlris:cspcct: in strpcucllistrr tctJity is plcs"',r",1

¡s overrvhclmcd by l¡r¡rc¡ancc, rvhilc in lppropr'ìltio¡ ¡tr it is plcscntccl ls

constluctccl ìn r-c¡r'cscntrrion. (Thus, for' inst¡¡ce, thc Mrr'lboro intrgcs of

Pr-incc pictrlc rlìc rcâlity of North Anrc:ic¡lr )r¡Lurc thlou!:h rhc uryrh of tlrc

cowboy lVcsr.) 'l-his constr-Lrctionist visio¡ oflc¡li¡y is thc bâsic Posttio,r ofposl

r¡ode"r'¡isr ut, ¡t lcâst ìn its poststrrrctulalisr guisc, rnci it is prr-rlìclcd by thc

l.l5r.1.1
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busic position of f rinist ¡r't. âl lcàsr ill jls l)sychoarralytic gtrise: tb¡l tl)c sub.jecl

is clict¡tcd by thc syntbolir: order'. Tekcrr logcthcr, thesc two Posirions havc lcd

r)r¿Dy lù-lists lo lòcus ol) thc iDlâgc-scr'ccrì (l ).cfcr';rgrìrr to thc Ltciìtliâlì di.t¡jr.rnl

ofvisuality), ofrcn to rhc ncglcct ofchc rc¡l on ¡hc onc sidc ¡rd somctit)rcs to

thc lcglcct of-thc subjL'c-L ür tlrc othc'r. T'hus, il thc catly copics ofLcvirrc for

cxanpìc, thc inragc-scrccn is al¡r¡ost all there is; it is nor much trorrble<1 by thc

rcal nor much lhclccl by rlìc subjcct (artist rrrcl vicrver alc givcn litlc agcncy

in this u,olk).

Ycr thc rcl¡tioD of rppr opr'ilrioD ¡rt to Lhc inrigc-scleeD is r)ol so simple:

it c¡n bc critic¡l of thc sclcco, cvc¡ hoshlc to ic, lncl fiscitrtlccl by it, aLlost

crr¡r¡orctl ofit. A¡d solÌlctirÌlcs tlris erubiv¡lcncc s(rggc'sts thc tcal; thrr ir,.rs

lpploplietron a¡-t rvorks lo cx¡rosc drc illttsions of: cplcscr)tâtlou, it c¡ll poke

through t)rc inrrgc-sclccr. (ìonsi<lcr thc sul)scc irÌlaljcs olt l)r'incc, wlricll ¿¡e

Ìcphotogr¡pbs ofv¡c¡tion ¡dvcltrscrllcnts fì-c¡n ¡r¡g¡zillcs, lituilial pictttlcs of
youlg k>vcls ¡ucl cu¡c kicls on thc bcrch, rvith tlrc suu ¡¡d thc scr oflerccl rs so

nraly c<lmnr<>rlitics. Iìirrcc nrerriprrhrcs thc supcrlcalist look ofthcse âds to the

poiDt tbât they âr'c ¡/¿¡c¡lizccl ir the scnsc ofâppc¡r-rr)cc bì.rt rrrrlizccl irì lllc scuse

oltdcsi¡c. lD scvcr¡l i¡ragcs ¡ r)r¡r1 thnìsts â wonl¡ì oÌìt of lhe Nate), but tl)e

flcsh ofcrch rtppelrs brrlncd-¡s ifin ¡r clotic p¡ssiou tlì¿t is ¡lso ¡ f¿t¡1ìr-r'¡cliâ-

. tjon. Hcrc thc rrrrrlgirrrr'y plcasu:-c of tl)c v¡c¡tiol sccncs goes bacì, bcco¡rcs ob-

sccnc, cìispl¡ccd by l lr:a/ ccstasy ofdcsn-c shot through wirh delth, :t .forri-sr,trrrr

th¡t hrlks bcbjlcl thc plcrsrrlc plinciplc of-tìrc lc1 iurlgc, irtdccd of rlrc irrrrgc

scrcclì i.lì gcllcr-¡l. rr

,.'. :. .

:' 'i'ltis shifr iu atttct:¡tion-.1ìotn rcdl¡1) dt nn !l¿(t <l t'l1t(sutl.tlion to ¡fu n n¡ ¿

f hin¡ ol trannd-nnt1t b( ¿(hù!¡w in û |.|ryjt)t .tû, ff nlotÌt i rot¡f tn\x)ht), ¡hcoty,

.fictiot. atrl.lìln. For with this shifc ìr conccption h¡s cc¡nc ¡ sbift in pr.rcticc,

rvbich Ì u,¡¡t to grrph herc, ¡s¡ir) iD rclâdo¡ k) the L¡c¡nirì¡ clilgl¡tu ofvis-
rality,. rs r shif¡ jr f<xr¡s loru thc' inrâgc-sclccD t9 ql¡ç, 1r_lrjgqt-grzc,'Ihis shift

c¡n b.^ tllcccl in ¡hc work of Cirdy Shelnran, lvho has do¡c ¡s nlLlclr ¡l)y .ìrti\l

to plcpaÌc i¡. lnclcccl, if rvc divìclc hcr rvork i¡to thlec rou.qh glou¡rs, it scems

to rìlovc âcross lhc thrcc nr¡jD positi()lls oflhc Lac:triu cliagr:tnr.

(

lì.ich¡Ld Ì,rircc, tnrrirlr'r'/ (sunser), 191ì1.

lrichar.l l'rnrce, lJrrilfd (cowboy), 1989
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Ir thc crrly rvolk r>f I 975 -iJ2, 1ì our tllc fìlnr stills tlllottgh lhc rc¡r Pr-(lcc

tlons to thc cc¡tclfòlcls ¡¡cl lllc color tcsts, Sllc)D1¡l) cvokes rhc subjcct rrrrdr:l'

rlrc grze, rhc sul¡cct-ns pìcttrle, rvhich is rlso thc plilcìprl sitc ofolhcr fcnìiìri\t

wolk in crrìy lp¡r'opliltioll ¡r-1. ller-stlbjccts scc, of:cotllse, btrl thoy ¡rc ll)ilch

rlrolc J.c,r cnptulctl by rhc gnzc' Ofictl, i¡ thc filnr slills rrld llìc ccutctfcrlds'

this g¡ze sccn)s to r:o¡re 6o¡r :ìnotlìer strbjccl, r'vi¡h rvhonl lhe vicrvcr m:ry bc

irrplicltctì; solrrctj1lìcs, il) tllc rcâr pl_(ìcctiotls, il sccllts to conÌc fì olll llÌc sp0c-

t¡cle of thc rv<¡ltl. Yct ofÌcll, roo, this g:rzc sccnrs to corne,lionf rvi¡hirl llcru

Shcrnan shows hcr ft¡r¡lc sttbjccts'lls sclflstlt vcycc1, Dot ill PheDo¡lc'ìologic¡l

itrrnr¡r'rclrcc (1 ttt: tt1'sdJ ¡¡¡i¡,g rrryrcf) btrt iir psychoìogicll cslr'lrlgcrncnl (J d¡¡'

¡ta¡ lkú I i1l i!¡ntrl !t/f-!¿//nr,() 'l-hLrs i]l tllc disl¡llcc bclwccr) thc tuadc trp yorrDu

wo nlru ât d hcr irril r-olccl À<'.c \n l..l tttitld ltil¡n Slill #2 (1()11) ' Slr clmlrl clpttrrcs

thc gâp lrctwccr) irlagirlccl rucì ¡ctll¡l b,r(]y irn.rgc\ lh rt y.rwrrs irr crtllrfrrs, rhc

glp ol- (mis)rccogrtitiol) rvhclc ltashic¡rl ¡l¡il crltcrriìinnlclll jÌlclLlstl ìcs oPcmtc cv

cry clay ancl trighr.

In ¡hc nriclcllc worL of 1987-90, fio¡r thc Âshion plroroglaphs rìrxlrgh

tbc fiily-tllc illusrrr¡ions rncl thc art-lristtlty poìfàits to lhc dislsler picttrr-cs,

Shcr¡r¡n nlovcs l() thc illr¡gc-s()ecll, to its l-cpc]loil-c of lcprcscrlrltiorls (l

spcrk offòctrs only: shc:rclcltcsses llle itrrlgc sclccrl ru thc car'ly w<ll-k too, lrld

thc subjcct rs pictLtlc bllclly cÌisl1rpcltls r¡r thjs miclcllc wolk) Ihc f¡shion ;rn11

¡rt hisrolJ scries t¡kc Lrp two 6lcs fìoìlt rhc irnagc-sclecl) lil¡l hâ\'c ¡fì¡'lcd

sclf-ñshronirgs, PlcscrrL and p¡st, Plofò(rudly. I-lctc Shclnrltl p:troclics vlrrgtr¡r'd

dcsign rvirh r Ìong rtrtrway r¡f filslriorl vìcims, rnd pillolics llt llistory rvith a

long glllcly ofbutt-r.rgly ¡listocr'¡ts (iD cr-sâ? Ìì.cnâissâDcc, i'ìltoqLtc, r-ococo, artcl

ncocl¡ssjc¡l ty¡rcs, u'itlr âllLrsìorrs to lìaphlcl, Clmvaggìo, Fr¡gon¡rd, ¡nd ììr-

glcs). Thc pl¡y iunrs Pcrvclsc whcr), itl sonrc l¡shic¡l photograplrs, drc grp

bctrvecn iltagincd ¡nd actu¡l [rocìy inlrgcs l''ccotrlcs psycltoric (onc or-l\\'" \it

rcr_s scclrl lo havc rlo cgo awlrcrlcss at rll) rrlcL lvhcrr, ill solnc ar-t-hìsroly plloto-

grrphs, dcicìcalizrtion is ptrslrccl to thc poillt of clcsrrblinl¡tionI u¡ith sclr-r-ccl

sâcks fòr br-ciìsts arrcì fìrnky cxrbtìrlclcs fòl ¡oscs. rllcsc boclics brc¡k down tlrr:

rrplight lincs ofpropct lcplcscrltrti<¡n, itrclcccl ol-plolrer slìbJcctboocl'rr

'l his tt¡r'n to the grotescluc is rll¡l kccl itl lhc f¡Ìr'y-lâle rtncl clisrstcr- itlrgcs,

ll¡J

'l rr. l\ r, ruùN ()r rIr. ì\ r:^r

soruc of wl¡ich slrorv houifìc ¡ccidc¡¡s of bilrh ¡n<l lìc¡ks of-,r¡tuìc (¡ yoiìlfl
rvomr¡ rviLh ¡ pis snort, ¡ doll rvith tbc hcacl ofe cljlry olcl rlr¡n). Ilclc, rs

oftcn in hor-rol-rlovlcs ¡ncl bedtinrc st<¡ics ¡like, ho¡lc¡ t¡c¡ns, fìr'st ¡¡d lor'c,

|losL, horror'ofrrrltcr'rrity, ofthc DrâtcrD¡l bo<jy rr<lc st|rngr:, cvcrt r-cpulsivc,

in lcplcssiorr.'Ihìs body is tjrc plinr:uy' sìtc ofthc.aülrrl as rvc.ll, I catcg<¡y <f

(rorr)bcìng rlcfircrl by Julìr l(risrcva .rs rtìtlrrl srrlrjter rrr.r ,,h.jcrt. hur bcl<¡c

ô¡c ìs thc ftrr'¡rcr' (bcf<rr c fìrll scper'¡uorì 6.rrn tht rlrlrcr) r,¡ .rftc¡ ,,nc is thc

llttcr' (:ts r colpse givcr ovcr'to olrjc'ctllood).rr'Ihcsc cxtlcruc conditions ¡¡c

suggcstccl by sollc clis¡stcl sccncs, srrlIuscd ¡s thcy ¡rc vith sifÌnilcls oflrcr-
strLr¡l bloorl ¡rcl scxurl clischrrgc, vonrit ¡nd slrjt, dccry lrd dcatlr. Srrch iurrgcs

cvokc thc L,.ody t¡r'¡erl insiclc ont, chc sul¡ci:t licclnlly rb¡cctcd, thlown orlt.

Llut thcy rlso cvokc thc oursidc tulrlcd in, tllc strbjcct iìs l-ìictluc irrvrclc<l by thc

objcct-gâzc (c.9., (lif¡t'ld #7t.:l). 
^t 

tl)js |oi,rt soDrc iDrrgcs prss bcyoDci thc

¡bjoct, \\,hicìh is oftcn ¡iccl to subst¡nccs rncl ntcanings, tìot oDly k)w¡rd drc

lfòt'tttr. a con<ìitiou itcs9llbc1] b¡' lliìt;ìjllc whcle sigriiìcl¡t. lorl dissc¡ly.9s

bccliusc'¡hc ñrnd¡¡rcllt¡l distjltatiol bctrvccn fìgnr-c rncl glorrrd, sclf¡nd otltcr.

is 1ost, buc a]so llllll:lll. !lr9 
()¿Jl.c¡r., whclc tlìc objcct suzc is pr.cscntcd ar f r/roc

1.trta t {) !(ttt lo !¡d,qr il, rc.ftnfi( of 'i'lft!(ûlnliau lo aonlû¡.t ¡1, r¡¡r -rarr,¿r¡. 
rt'

'l'his is ¡he clonr¡in ofthc rvo¡k ¡ftcr 1991 ¡s l,cll, thc civil rvu ¡nd scx

pictulcs, u,hir:h alc purctrilted by closc-ups ofsinruÌltccl chltlgccl rrtrl/ot clcad

bocly p;rlrs:tnd scxu¡l ¡ird/ol cxclctoly bocly palts lcspcctivcly. So¡rctjnrcs thc

scr'cc,) sccnls so loln tllat chc ob¡cct-g¡zc not olly ìlvrcìcs thc sulrjcct rrs picrutc

[¡ul ovcrwhclurs it. Ancl in:r furv cìis¡stcl ¡¡d civil rr,¡l i¡tr¡gcs rvc scnsc rvhlt it
is to or:cLrpy thc rnpossìblc thilcì positicln ir thc L¡c¡nian dìrglou, to bchold

thc pulsrtìlc g¡zc, cvcn to toucll tlìc obsccnc objccr, wichouc e sclccn lòr plo-
tcction. Ìr) orrc irua.qe (Ilntitld 11190) SJrcllrrn givcs this cvil cyc a horrifìc

vìsagc ofits orvn

ln tlrìs schcmc ofthin15 thc inrpuìsc co c:odc tirc subjcct ¡,ìd to rcâì-lt
tl)c scl ccrì h¡s drjvcn Slrcr¡¡l fìonr thc early rvork, u4rcrc thc subjcct is caught

in thc grzc, tlÌrough tbc lriclcllc rvork, rvhc:c ir is iuv:rclccl by drc s¡zc, to tl)c
tcccnt wolk, rvhcrc it is oblitcr¡tecl by tlrc gazc, only to lclrrr'rr as clisjrrnct cloll

pârts. lJrrl this rloublc ltt¡ck on subjccc ¡ncl sclcc¡ is lot hcrs ¡lolìc; il occuts
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oll scvel¡l lì-orlts ill c:ol)tolrl)ol rIy rr-t, rvhclc it is rvrtgccì, rlnrost opc,ìly' in rìlc

scrvicc of llìc l c¡1

Tbjs rvork cvokcs thc lc¡l irr djlllrc¡t rv:tys; I rvill begin rvith trvo l1r

pr-o¡chos thât bcxÌ o¡ illtrsioDisnr''l'hc fir's¡ ir¡'<¡h'cs ¡n rlltrsioDislÙ Prâcliccd lcss

in picturcs thrrr rvith objccts (if it looks blck to supcr-rcalisnr' ilrcll' it is Ir) thc

fìgLr.cs ofl)ttrllc Ilr¡so:r lnclJtllltl rlc Arr<!cr) I'hì! iìf!docs intcrltiolrr'lly rvlrar

sonrc supcrlcâlist ntld rp1:rxrpliltiotl ¡rl did ilÌ¡dvcllclrtly, rvhich is ttl ¡ttsh iìltr-

siollisDr k) rhc poitlt of rirc rcal ìlc¡c illt¡siorlisnl is cllrplol'c<ì llot to (ìover op

the rcal u,ì¡h sirrul¡ct¡l surli¡ccs bùt lo tr,lclovcÌ it ìll trllc¡lìrly thil)gs, r¡'hit h rr:c

often ptrr irtro pc:lolnlatlr:cs ¡s rvcll -lb this ctlcl sor¡c âr'tists cstÌlllgc cvclyd¡y

objccts lclltccl to thc body (ls rvith rhc scrtlccl uri¡¡ls rrrcl stlctchccì sirrks by

llobcr¡ Gol,.ct, tlrc t¡blc ofsdll lilc objccts rhlt rehrsc to bc srill by Clrrllcs l{¡¡"

ancl thc qursì-rrhlclic apprmtttscs tlcvclopccl :rs pc: lòr'llrrrrcc Profs by M¡ltlrcw

ì3aljlcy). ()rhcr atrists cstr'¡Dgc driltlhoo<ì otrjccts tlrrt rclrìrD fìoDr thc pnst' ofl

ten disrortccì irr scalc or proportioÌ1, r'r'ith ¡ lotrch ol'tlle ccric (as ìn thc 1ìtt1c

tl'tlcks ol'nlâssi\,c f¡ls of l(atill.ilì¡ Fr.irscll) or.rhc lllrhctic (ls irl rlrc Sllr,:rtiilrl

Allry strrlìcd ¡¡rul¡ls of Mikc Ì(cllcy), ol-thc ¡rcl¡¡cholic (as irr thc c1crc1 sprr

rows with ktrirtccl coats by Allllcllc Mcss¡gel) o' thc llÌollstl-orìs (rs ìrl thc clitr

bcconrc r ¡rsychotic c¡gc by (;obcl) Yct, l)o\\'evcl Plovocativc' tlris ilitrsrorrist

tppro¡cl) [o tl]c lc¡l c¡ll lapsc irlto I codcd sÙlrcillislll.

'l'hc scconcl lpprolch r-utts oPl)osiie to thc lìlst btlt to lhe sâll)c clldl it

-rqccrs ìllusionisru, iuclccd luy sublilll¡¡ro¡ ol-t)rc oìrjccr glzc', irl a¡ ¡ltcnrPt to

c.,,,kc thc rc¡l ¡s sr.tcir. Ihis is ¡hc ptrl¡ry lcalnr of ¡.!lJ.!'(l! .11 !, rvhich is ¡lt¡t'rr

ro tlre btokcrr [¡ounclalics of thc vio]¡tecl bod¡r Oficll, as itt rhc rggr''r'rive-

deplcssivc sctrlpnrrc of l(iki Srr¡ith' this bocly is tttatclnal, ¡lld it servcs ¡s thc

l|rJirr r,,i'.r¡, .rtìrlriv.rìcrjt ,lril.i .rrl¡,.,r rrll,'.1,'¡ .'¡,r.lll'l li.r.tlus ll i,r lrrrrì: ilr
,jhr¡/r (i990), for.cxrnplc, this bociy lics scctiorlcd, ¡l cnply vcsscl' whilc irr

14,ãrrrú (191ìQ ic sectns ¡ solid objc.t, ¡11ìrosl âulolronrotrs' cvcll ¡uloscncticlT

()ítcl), loo, thc bocly tppc:lts rìs ¡ dìÌcct cìollìrlc ofthc violltccl sulr.iccr' rvlrosc

p^rls ¡rc djsPl¡ycd as lcsiclttcs ofviolc¡cc allcÌ/ol ttaccs oftlâunlâ: Lhc llootcd

lcgs by (ìobcl tbal cxtcrld, np or dorvrr. as if ctrt ¡¡ thc n'¡ll' solltctir¡rcs with

tlrc thighs plartccl rvi¡h c¡¡clics or thc btrll l¡tLoocd wirh lì)usic, iìr'c thrrs hrrnrìli-

rtccl (often in ¡ hjlalious w:ty). lhc sttrngc rnrbìlicttt ofthis seco¡d applo;rch is

to tciìsc oLìt lhc tr'¡trnr¡ ofthc sltbjcct. rvith thc apprrcrrc calctlllrioD r]rlt, if irs

losc ol.,7ct a c¡r)Dot l,.c rcclàinrc.l, ¡l lcâsl lhe wou¡d dr¿t i¡ lcf¡ bchiû<ì c¡n l>c

plobcd (iu thc (ìrcck /¡?¡¿rrr.r ìÌrc¡lrs "wotrncì") ls Ilorvcvcr, lhis ¡ppl-oach h;rs i¡s

tlr:rgcls too, lbt thc ¡r'obing of:thc worìrx1 catr hpsc ir)k) ¡ ù)dcd cxÞ-cssi()triur)

(as in thc cxp:essivc dcsut¡iitn¡rio¡ ofthc di¡risti. ¡It ol'Suc \A/illi¡¡ls ancl otlr

crs) ol a coclccl r'crlìsrn (ls in ¡hc bohcnrian r-or)ì¡lrcc ofdÌc pllocogrrphy rrcritl

of'l-lny Cl:rlk, N.rr (ìolc1in, Jack Pìclson, lttd othcrs). Arld yct thrs vcly prctr

lcnr cal bc pr-ovocâlivc, lòr-it miscs tl)c qucstiolr, clttcial co abjcct llt, oftho

.tlllllllll1ty_ <rf rn oôscctc Icplcscrrl¡riorr-lhíìl is, of iì r'cl--rcscrrlâtiol 1úthÕLn x

scclrc tbâl sliìgcs lhc ol¡cct fbI' rhc vicr.veI. Might rhis bc olìc ciillòr cDc9..b99¡'c.crr

thc' ,rLra,r¿, Ìl]lç¡c.tÞlr objcct, wichor.rt:t s((llc, ctlrìrcs too closc to tlìc vicw¡jr,

runcl thc T.rolrrlgm¡/rir, rvìrctc the objcct is stlrgccl fò¡ thc vrcrvcr u'ho is tlrus clis-

t:Ur,rrl r'r¡',r¡lr l'.l\( ir\ v(,y rrrl"

'l'l¡ r: A r'¡r t,¡ r: u o tì Arlj rì (ir'r () N

Accoxlirg ro tbc c¡rìonic¡l .lefìnitio'r ofl(r'i$tcv¡, rhc ¡l¡cct is wh¡t I urust 
-iict

ry].o! in.,lr,&'¡().ú( dir 1-(bul wh¡t is this pr1n19¡clill..f dr¡r cxpcls ìn thc Jisr

phcc?). It is â fìDl¡snrâlic sùbst¡ncc Ì1ol or)ly ¡lier) lo thc sttbjccr bul i¡llrrrr.rtc

.i'iiiì'ir r,,n nruch so ir) fàct, trtl this- <wclPoxiurity p: oc!r¡99¡.. p¡rric ir) chc

subjcct. ln lhis wly lhc ¡bjcct br.rchcs ol drc fì.rgiliry ofour bottudrlics, rhc

firgility ofthc spâd¡l dislinctiorì bctrvccrr oul itlsjdcs iìnd orìtsidcs ¡s wcll ;rs of

tl)c tcrrpgr'¡l l"lllgl !,"t_."""u 
thc rtrrtcnrrl-body (agrirt thc p:ivilegcd lerlrr of

lll:.,!ì".!) "lld lll: 
p^:"Ìl'.] ]lI. Both sp.rtirlly rrrcì rcur¡rotall¡ tlrcn, r['rj<:, ti,rn

is ¡ c<¡nclition in whicb subjccthoocl is tr<rublccl, "u4lctc nrcrrring co)lapscs";

]lclrçç. its -rl!t,:!r!:!i.9n 8,t.¡l¡t¡!ëllldC ¡,tisls who w¡r)t to clisttub tbes,c otderìngs

()1'sû[i('ct ¡rrd .socjc-ty ¡likc,]')
'l-his only skinrs tìrc suri:tcc ol'rhc :tbjccr, cl tlcj¡l ¡s i¡ is to tbc cor)slrtrL tiorr

ofsubjcctivity, r'¡cist, honrophobic, ancl odtcnvisc.'' I-tclc I wjll Dotc ollly Lhc

rlrbìguirics ofthc notion, fòr'Lhc ctìllù r ¡l-poljÍcâl \'âlcl)cc ofebjccr lrt clcpcnds
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on thLrsc ¡nrbjgtìitics, oD ho\\' ihcy rrc tlcr:i<ìccl (l nor) Sonrc rlc lìnriÌirl by

ro\v. (lân llìc rttrjcct bc lcpt'cscntecl ¡t ¡ll? lf ir 
1s 

oP¡ro1'tl ¡o culltltc' cr¡l il bc

cxpoiccl ttt ctrltruc? lf ìr il; ,itt.nni.ittt''' tn" il ui¡dc consciotrs ¡rld rcrulirl 1b

jcct? ln otlrcr t'tltilr, c¡,t dtòt. ljii ¡ cor¡s¡icr¡flo¡r-r ¿l'frr¡fiorr' ol is thìs ¡ll thc¡c c¡¡

trc? Crn rb-jcct ¡lt cvcl csc¡l)c iìD instrul)tcDt¡1, irttlcccl luorrlistic' tlsc oi tlle

.rbjcct? (ln à sensc lhis is [he olhcr Piìr't ofthc clttcsriorl: câll lhclc bc ¡]r c\)ocir-

rion ofthc obsccrre tl¡¡t is ,/()/ potDogr¡fhic2)

'Ihc cltrcì¡l lllrbigtrity irl I{r'istcv¡ ìs hcl-slìPj>:rgc bctwocn rhc oPer'rli'tl

to r¡l)/{ìrl ¡ncl thc conclition to bc alticcf Àgrin, ro rtr¡cct is to cxPcl' to scPâr¿tc;

to bc ebjccl, olr thc othcl h¡rrcl, is to lre lcptrlsivc, stlrck' sLrbiccl cnotrgh orrly

to fccl this stlbJcctllood at Iisk.5r Fr¡r l(r-istcv¿ chc oPer¡tìorl /{r allcrl is lìrrrdr

1ìrcnl¡l to ll)c n1àinlcrl¡Dcc ofsttbjcct rrld socicty alikc' rvhilc tllc colrrli¡i"n lt'

ûcaú7crris cor-r'osivc ofl¡oth fòr'nr¡tious ls rhe rtrject rhen' rlis rtptìvc ofstltrjcc-

livo¡lldsoci¡]olclcl.sot,sonlc)rowf<¡utrc]ltiolr¡]ofthcur,aclisisi¡thcscor.dcl.s

0r sonrcho\\¡ i corrfrr-nratioD ofthcrn? lf¡ strLrjccr or'l socicly abjccts thc âlicn

wirhin, is alrjcction ,tnr. ,"igui.iniy op"r'âtior)? (11) olhcr words, lriglrt rbjt' tiou

bc to rcl+1l¡tiott wlut tr-rllsglcssio¡ is to tlboo? "1ìlnsgrcssiol (locs not dcDy

thc taboo," r'rtris lhc f:anlous folultll¡¡iorl ofll¡t¡illc, "but ¡r-¡tlsccnds ¡nci co¡l-

plctcs it.");r ()r c¡¡ thc ¡orrr/i/irrr of¡trjcction bc nrit¡ccl i¡ ¡ rvry rh¡t c¡lls ortt'

i¡ ordcr' ¡tl disttllb, tllc o¡r¿mrlorr ofrbjcctiorl?

ln r¡oclc¡¡ist wrllillg, l(listcvà vicrvs abjcctiotl iìs col)scrvâtivc' cvt:ll dc-

fcDsivc. "Eclgccì with thc sublit¡e." rhc'rL)j-cct.tc-srs -thc -iirì¡ic!.9f,l!,þ!¡!.ll!!Ir!l]]..ilt't

cver) wr-itcr-s lìkc Lorris Fcxli¡r¡¡ld (lólirrc sublinl¡tc lhc ¡bJccìl' PLI[ily il'

Wlrcthcr or ¡ot olìc âlalccs with thi\ 'ìtLLìLllìl lt'itttv 
' 
tl''tt llllillll¡c r crrltr¡-rl

shifÌ torv¡: tl lhc Pr-cscnt "hr ¡ rvcltld in rvlrich ¡hc Othel hls colllpsccl,'' shc

stâtcs cllignritticiìÌly, lhc tâsk of lìÌc ârlrsl js tro iongcl ttl stlbÌírlatc the ¡þjur-t' tU

clcvrtc jl, bùt lo ¡rlrrmb tlrc :rlr.iect, ro fithonr "thc bottonlcss 'prilllâ.tf 
..(''"'ti.

tutèd by plit)ìiri l cPr.cssiorr '"'1 Ir) â *üittl jn *l'itit lhci ()lhcl hrs colhpscdr

iilistcr;i ir¡Þlics i ci:isis irr lhc P¿rtcrlâl lrlw thât nnclclwr-ìlcs t]lc soci¡l olcler"i5

ln tcrrlrs c¡fthc visttllity otrtlirlcd hctc, this irltplics a clisis i¡ t]lc itll¿gc_sclectl

âs wcll, ¡t]d soDlc ¿t lists do iìttâck it, wllcÌcâs othcrs, tlndcr lllc asstlrllplion dlât

it js lon), plobc bchi¡¡l it fi¡r lirc obscclc objcct-gezc of:thc lc¡l Mc¡¡whilc'

j¡ ternrs of ¡hc xb¡ect. still othcl-rr-ljsts cxplorc drc rcprcssilg of tbc r¡ntc¡Drl

borly srìcì ro u¡rlclijc tbc synrbolic oltlc:; [lì¡t is, thcy cxl,.Joit the clis:-uptivr:

cllccts of its 111âticri¡l ¡r1d/or nrctrphor'ìcll lenr(a)ìrcìcrs.

Lìcrc ¡hc coucli¡ion ol: irr¡gc-sclccn rrrrrl synibolic oldcr ¡lìkc js ¡ll-
irDpor-tnDt; locllly thc r,¡lc¡cc of ¡lr.jccr ¡r'[ dtlcrrtìs oD it. l1-jt ìs dccrlcd ir)t¡ct,

thc ¡tt¡ck on thc in1¡gc-sclccn nljght lct¡ill u transglcssivc r,¡luc- flou,cvcr, jf
i¡ is rleenrcd roln, such tr'¡nsgrcssìon might bc bcsidc tlìc point, ¡ud this okl

\()c¡tioù oithc ¡r'¡¡t-:i¡¡dc rright bc rt ¡¡ ord. llut [llctc is ¡ third ()fti,rn i]\

rvcll. ¡rrd tl¡¡r is to lclo¡¡lìl¡tc tbis voc¡tìon,.trr rrt/rúrA'tr-,¡r¡s!t!\siou naf ¿s ¿ rullutt

llt1l¡qJir ¿wnt-.qitdc pithiu thL'onltr'.t'' l¡ tlris vjcrv thc gorl of thc rvrrrt-grrdc is

Dot ro brc¡k l'irh rhis olclcl absoìutcÌy (thìs old cìr'crrn is clispcllccl), brrt to

oxpo¡c it iD r:ri¡is, lo rcgisle¡ irs poiuts Doc orrìy of blclkdor|, but oi lrrcrk

t/rrrrrrg/r, chc ¡¡¡' ¡rossibilitìcs thrt such î cr-ìsis Dright oPcD up.

For tlrc nost ¡mlt, ìrowcvcr', rbjcd llt hàs tcldcd in rrvo othcl dilc.:tr,,ns.

] As s,'ggcstc,1, thc fir'st js to iclcntìly u,idr thc rbjecr, ro ¡l,rprorch it s<)¡rchow-

I to probc [hc wound oftrâu]r)a, ¡o brìch tllc obsccnc ot¡ect gazc oltthc lcrl.

I The seconcì is k) r-cÞr'cscnr rhc colrditioìr of rrbjcctior i¡ orclcr tt¡ provokc irs

I opclrtìon---ro c:rtch rLr¡cction in tbc ¡ct, to ¡r¡kc it lcflcxivc, cvcn repellcur in

i i,l; ulun light. Ycl this lìrincsis llì¡y âlso rccoufir'ul ¡ givcn rb¡cction. Just as tlrc

I olcl ¡¡¡sg¡cssivc sr)rc¡lis( ol)cc c¡Ìicd out 1'ol thc ¡-r'icsrly policc, so ¡D iìlrjcct

ârtist (likc Andrcs Scrrrno) nray call out frlr' :tn cv:tngclic:t1 scnltor' (likc Jcssr:

Hclnrs), rvho js rllowccl, in clììcr, to conplctc drc rvork lcglrivcly. Morcovcr,

rs lcft ancl right nrây âgrcc or thc soci¡1 r'cprcscrlt¡ti\rs ofthc rb.jcct, thcy:ury
sìrorc clch odrer up il l public cxchrugc' of clisgr.rsc, and this spcccrclc nrly

irltlvcr tcltly srr¡r¡rolt tbc Dornl¡trvity of imrigc sclccn lnd sym['¡c¡lic c¡ cler ¡likc
'l-hcscsrrrtcgicsir¡l)jcct¡r'târ-cthusproblcnr:ttic,âsthcywcteo\Lr\irily

yerrs ago ìn srure¡lisnr- SurlcaÌisru wirs ¡lso dr¡wr) to lhc àbjcct ilr a tcstiDg of
. r r I 

' 
I r r r r . r t r . , r r : r¡r.1,,,1. ¡t r'1.ll¡ll,rl .rs it. ,,s rr rlrc ¡' 'rrrr rr lr. rr' ,1( srrl'llll]irl'.rv irr

pulr". .:i>r,fìonr s,rblinltory ìnrpclrtivcs.rr Yct ìt was at thrs point too thât srì)-r-c-

¡lisnr blokc cìorvn, split into the trvo plincipal 1ìctions ìrelclcc1 by llrcton ¿nd

llltrillc. Accor'dìng to llrctor), llatlillc u,¡s an "cxclcrrcnt-l,.hi1osophcr'" who
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lcfusccl k) r'isc âbovc big toes, nrelc Driìttcl, shecÌ sirit, to r¡jsc tllc low to thc

high.5r For-lhtlillc ìl tuln, lìrcton \\,as ¡ "juvcrìilc vic[iur" invoÌvct] in ¡¡ Occll

pai glnrc, rn "lcrr-iln posc" lìssolììcd less to rrnclo thc lau, lh¡,1 to plovokc its

punishnrent: for'¡ll his confòssions of dcsiÌe, hc w¡s ¡s co¡rtrrittccì to subljnr;r-

ciolì ¡s rhc ucxt ¡csthctc.Ee Elscrvhcrc ll¡t¡jllc tcrrDccl this âcsthcdc /a./rrli ¡/r5

hltl\)ùsilioûs (thc grrDc of substìruciors), ¡ncl in a cclcb:¡tctl rplrorisrn hc dis

rlissccl it as ¡o ln¡kh lìl thc powcr ofpcrvc,siorrs: "l dcfi lny iìDÌrtctìÌ of

Paintiùg to lovc:r picttrr-c âs DÌrìch âs ¡ lctishist loves a sboc."'"'

I rec¡ll tiris olcl op¡'rosition for' ìrs ¡rclspcctivc on lbjc\:t tlt. ln ;t setrsc

ll¡c¡¡r ¡ld lJ¡t¡illc rvclc l)oih riglìt, ât lc-¡st ¡boul c¡ch othcr-- Of¡cn lJrctr¡r

¡nd collrp¡Dy dìd ecc likc juvcnilc victj¡ns \rl)o plovokcd rhc P¡teln¡l l¡u, ¡lJ l/

fu (\1sttt llt¿¡ ii |\1! !¡ill ¡hcr,: ¡t bcst iD r Dcurotic plcl fòÌ prìr)ishr)lcr1t, ¡[ wol\t
ln a p¡l¡noicl de¡ralrd lol olde:-. Arcl this lcrlian posc js àssLìlìlcd by coDtcnrPo-

r'àly àiitisrs ând \\,lilcls ¡lmosl too cltgcÌ tci câlk <1irty irl lhe ltÌtlsctìltl, lllì)ost too

reâdy to l)c twc:rkccì by l-lil¡or l(¡¡rncr ol sp¡nkcd by Jcssc Ilclnrs. ()rr thc

otl)cr h¡nd, tbc ll¡taillca¡r itlcrl-to opt fol the smclly shoc c¡vct thc bc¡u¡iful

pictLrrc, to be fìxccl i¡ pclvcrsion ol- stlrck in âlrjcctio,)-is rlso rcloprccl by

colltc¡rpo,ary ¡rtisls ¡nd wnlcls cliscor)tcrrr uot otrly with ¡hc rcfìrtcrttcnls r¡f

sLrblinl¡tion br¡¡ with thc cìisplaccnrcnts ofdcsrre. ls this, thcn, thc o¡rtior thlt
tbc ¡r'tifìcc of lbjectiorr ollcrs us-()cc1ìprl naughtincss ol i¡fàrtilc pcruclsion?

To ¡ct (lifty rvi¡h tlrc sccÌct r¡,ish ro bc spâùkcd. or lo wùllow llr shit wich tlrc

sccrcr Âith lhât thc ¡ìrost cìcfilcc1 nright tcvctsc ir)lo lltc ltìosl s¡crcLl, llìc lltosl

pcr'r,c:sc iDlo thc nrosi polcrlt?

In chc rb¡cct tcstiDg ofthc syDrbolic ordcr r gcnclll clivision ofl¡bc¡t b¡s

<ìevclopecl rccording ro gelclcr:.thc arrisrs wlÌo p!!)ttc lhc rlliltcrlt4! .þq.dy tç.-

. 
prcs-sc'd by the palqriìiìl l¡w.rcn-d to l)e worucrr (c-¡i., I(iki Sn1-ll, \,'1iLrL:^gU 

(l9ll,

r3o-r,..þ111.J]9r1¡!iç-\,.Mola H¡yt), rvhilc ¡hc ¡rtists )IIl1..,l:ri"l" ¡n.inlàntilisr

po.sitiorì ro r¡r9ç\ glr¡ ¡1rcr11.al.li* !"11.1 19 \..¡19¡1 .(r,s,,. l\41kc (cttc¡1..Jq!¡¡.¡

M1.ll9¡,.t111¡1..\..'!ç{)¡¡ drx Nayl¡nd..lll¡k-c).!l This nrinrcsis of lcglcssìott is plo

r)ourlcccl il) cor)tcrìrporâry àrl, btlt it h¡s rll¡rry Prccc(lclìls. lrtfirttilist ¡-.crsolre

donrinâtcd cl¡cla ¡¡cl ¡co-d¡d¡: thc ln:uchic chilcl in FILrgo ll¡ll ¡¡d (.ll¡cs Olcl

clÌbuÌg, ft)r cxânlplc, ol thc rutistic strLrjcct ìrr "ì)acfutnrx" Er¡st rrrd W¡r'hol.t'l
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YcL l-clrtccl fìgrrlcs uppcllccì iD rc¡ctjor)âry ¡r'L as rvcll: ¡ll thc crlo\À,rls, l)trpPcts,

:r¡cl tbc likc in nco fìqur¡livc ptiutirrg ofrhc l¡¡c 1920s ¡¡d c;rlly 1930s rrrd irr

nco-cxplcssionìst p:ri¡tir1¡ ofthc lrrrc I97l.ls lnd crrly 191ì0s. l'hrrs clrc pctlitic:rl

vllc¡cc ofthis mirrctìc rcgr-cssiorr is rrot st;¡blc. lrl thc tcrrìls ofì)ctcr Slotclclijk

cliscusse<l in ch:rpter- 4, it crr be À¡rrlra/, rvhclcby irr<livitÌurl (ìcgr¡d¡tiurl i5

pushcrl tr> thc poi,)t ofsoci¡l irìdicírcnt, ot r¡rtlr,r/, rvhclcby tbc sttlr.jccL lccc¡rts

rhis tlcglrcìarion Rl pr-otcction rrd/or ¡r'ott. Thc pritrcipr) rvatal ofcontcnrpci-

rrry ìrtìntiìism is tlrc obscc¡c clorvn ¡hrt alpc¡r's in l}ucc Nrtttntrtr, l(clìcy,

Mc(ì:rldry, lìhkc, rrd orJrcrs; r hybricl fìgtlc, it sce¡rs bodr kyrlical rntl i:ynicrl,

prrr't ¡rsychorìc jnnl¡tc, p¡r-l cjrcìrts pctlottDct.

As drcsc cxlruplcs sulìlìcsl, ìrrf¡ntilisl pcr-sor)âc tcrld to ¡-.clftrr-nr lt litlrus

ol'cr.rlrulll-politicrl rc¡ctior), irs ciphcls oflliotration ¡¡cl rcifìc¡tio¡."r Y* rhese

fìgrrlcs oilcglcssìon c¡n rlso bc fi¡¡tttcs ol_pclversiorl, thìl is, oltJ.r¡lr?-rr(,:\l(rrr, of
¡ nr'¡ri¡s tì-om tlrc lltrhcr'¡h¡t is r cwrstìng of his latr hr the crlly 199(ls this

dclì¡ncc rvrs nrr¡ifòstcd jlr ¡ scncrrl flrrr¡rirg ofshit (ol shit sLrbstitutc: lhc rcâl

tbing rvrs mlcly firun<ì). Of corrrsc I-¡crd rrdclstood [hc disPosirior) to ordcr'

csscr)tiâl to cjviliz¡¡ioll ls â r-câctjorl ltgrinst rlal croticìslrl, ârr(l ¡¡ Cit,iliz¿¡iLttt

dud ils Dis'ouÍotts (1t)30) hc irraginc<ì rn oligirt ntyth irtvolvittg lr rclarccl I-cpr-cs-

sion thrt lulns orì thc crccLioD of trra¡r 6-otrl ¡ll lotrr's ro trvo fcc¡. Widr this

chlngc irr posttrrc, accordil)!¡ k) lìrcud, clrnc ¡ tcvo]trdon ìu scnsc: srr¡cll u,¡s

cìeglrcìcc1 arxl siglrt prìvilcgccl, thc lral tc¡rlesscd rncl thc gcnitrl ptottottnccd.
'Ihc rest is litclaliy histoly: rvith hìs gc¡icrls cxpclscd, ntatt tr,¡s:elttnccl lo rt

scxual lì cc¡rcncy th¡t w¡s co,)tillnolrs, lot pcliodic, r¡d hc lo¡r'nccl shanrc; rrtcl

rlris comilg togcthcr ofscx ¡ncì shrrlc inrpcllcd binr ro scck l rvifò, to fòl¡r ¡

finrily, tcl fou;rcl r civilizltxrn, to bolcl)y go wltcrc no ¡rrn ìrlcl golc bclotc.

I'lctcloscxist ¡s thrs zrny talc is, it clc¡cs teve¡l lrow civiliz¡tiol is cotrccjvcd in

r)or,rì¡tjvc tcDÌ)s-llol oDly rs n gcnclal lctrtrtrcilttiolr arrc] s¡blitll¡tio of ill
slillcts brìt as a spccifìc lclctior rgrìlst xnâi cr-odcìsr1l rhrt itrrpJìcs a spccifìc

abjcction o1' horn oscxurlity "l
hr this lìgbt tbo shit ¡roventcnt irr colitctrrpotnr-y alc nrry irrtcncl l synr-

bolic lcvcls¡l ofthis fìr'st slcp iDto civiliz¡tion, ofdrc rcprcssiol c¡f rhc ¡¡¡l ¡ntl

tl)c olLctor-y. ,As snch it mly llso intcLrd r synrbolic rcvelsal oithc phrìliL: vìs

rnÌity of tlrc crcct body âs tl)c p)in;ìr'y ruoclcl o1't¡¡ditiol¡l painting rncl sculp-

trr-c tlìc h!ìi¡¡r) iìgruc rs both suLrjcct rncl filrlrc ofrcprcscr)t¡tiorr irr lvcstcr'¡

¡)r. l-his doLìblc clcfì¡¡cc ofvisu¡l sübljDr¡tion ¡r)d vcrtìcâl fblnr is a so<rùg

subcur-rcnt iD twc¡rjcth-c()rtlrÌ y ¡rt (which rDiglrt be sr.tbritlcil "VinnJity încì

Ìts l )isconrcn ts"),r'5 nncl i¡ is so¡rctì¡rcs cxprcssc(l u) â fl¡tlr)tirìfj of'¡D;ìl cloticrsDr.

"Ân¡l cloticis¡lr fìncls u n¡r'cissistic r¡rplicltion in thc plocìuctrou of clcfìlncc,"

I'ì-cr)(l \vr-otc jrr lris l9l7 css¡y oD thc sub¡cct il rv:urt-gllclist dcfi¡¡cc too,

onc nriglrt ¡dd, llo¡r thc chocolrtc gr'ìnclcls ofl)rrclrau¡r tlrrough thc c:tns of
¡rlcrrl¿ of I)iclo M¡lzoni, k) tlìc rlounds oIshit srrbstìrute ofJohn Mi]lcr'.'""l hcsc

dill¡rcDt gcshìr'cs hâ\,c dilìefcùl vilcDccs. Ill coDlcDlporâ)y ¡r't ¡u¡l-crotir: clcfì-

âncc is oftcD sclllconscior¡s, cvcll sclf:pâl-oclic: r)ol only docs ìt tcst clrc lDrlÌy

lc¡:essivc lutho:-ity oftreclitio¡¡l lruscunì cLìltur-c (rvhich is in prrt ln Ocdipal

plcrjccrìon), but it llso r)rocks tl)c.rì¡lly clotic rìirrcissisnr oftlrc vlngultd rcbcl

âìtist. "l-ct'.s l¿lk Abour l)ìsobcyìng" r-c¡ds onc b¡¡l¡c: c¡rbl¡zo¡cd rvith r

cookicjrr by Mike l(clÌcy. "P¡n¡s-shittcr'¡ncl Ploud of It" r'c¡cis âr)othcr thtt
cloliclcs chc sclÊconglatulation of thc i¡rstj¡otio:r¡lly incontircnt. ("Jctk ()ll
T<>o," rhis lcbcl-lclcl ¡clcls, ¡s if to r:ourplccc his tâunting of civjliz¡tion ¡c-

corcìing ro )rt cucl.)"7

'l-his clclì¡ncc c¡¡ bc p¡thctic, brìt. âgâir, jl c¡rì ¡lso bc f-crvc)sc, l rlvircing

ol-tbc l¡tcuìil l¡ll'ofclifli¡crcc scxu¡l ¡¡d gclcl¡tioD¡1, cthnic ând socìâ1.

Tìris pclvclsìon is oftcn pcrf_cirlrcd tblou.gh r rninrcric r-cgtcssiort to ¡lì tll¡l
worlcì whcle givcr cliffcrclccs lrigbt bc tr'¡nsfìmrccl.r'3 Srìcl) is llìc i-rctivc sp¡cc

thrt ¡r'tis(s likc l(clley ¡¡il Millcl sct up for clitìcal phy. lt Dkk/-lnnc (1991)

Millcl st¡i¡s a blo¡clc, bhrc cyccl c1o1l blorvr ¡¡d lrurjcs hcl ncck cìcc¡-- in slrit

subsLjLlrtc. Feruili¡r fìonr thc oJcl prilrcr', l)ìck rncì Jauc caughl scvcr:rì gclcrr-

tio¡s of'Nr¡r'tlr Arlclic¡¡ kicls hor¡, to lc¡cl__¡ncl lrow ro lcrcl scxtì¡1 diflcrcllcc.

llowcvcr. ìrì rhc Millcr vcr-sion thcJ¡nc is turnccl i¡kr ¡ Dick, ¡rd rhc phrlììc

conrÞositc is plurgcd irrto ¡¡ rnrl mourrd. Ì.,ikc thc strokc iu thc titlc, ¡hc

c1illèr'encc bctrvccn Dr¡lc ¡ncl fcnr¡lc is h-lnsgrcsscrl, c)¡scd tnd utrdclscotctl rt
c¡rcc, ¡s is thc clifllrcncc bchvcc¡r whitc ¡¡ci bl¿ck. In sho¡¡, Millcr crcaces ¡¡
âllâl world thâl lcsls lhc tclrrs ofsynrLroìic rlilìcrc¡cc.'''

l(c1lcy llso phccs his t¡-c¡tLrlcs irr ¡n rn¡l worlcl. "Wc intetr:ontrect evcr'y

dring, scc u1:r r fLcltll' srys thc l,-Lu)ny to thc tc(ldy in'lfuory, (krbd,gr:, Stullul

Atittnls, Cltrist (1991), "so lhclc is ro ìonger rtny cìilJòreutinticln."r" I-lc rocr
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cxl-rlorcs this sp¡cc whclc sy)l)bols âr'e l)ol st¡blc, whelc "lhc corlccPts./i¡a.rrs

(nroncy, gilÌ). üoûy lrrd ¡crrr.r rlc ìll-clistirrgtrishcd tì-otn onc lrtotl¡cr ¡¡cì rlc crtsily

intcrchrngcrttrJc."tr Arld lrc tt>o docs so lcss to cclcblatc l)tclc irl(ìisLinction thiìD

to trlrìblc synrbolic clillcrcrrcc. ),ttrn¡en, thc (ìc:nr¡n rvolcl fcrr' "r'lrg" thrt ¡;ivcr

t:rs l,tttttpctsttttutrltr (the rrgpickcl thlt so j¡tclcsrcd ll:¡uclclrti¡ c) i\id I.ttttry ryn)l(
l¡¡rl¡f (¡hc ¡r¡ss too lrggccì k) fòr'nl ¡ cl¡,(s ofi¡s ou,¡ tl)¡t so illlcrcstcd M¡tx
"thc scunr, thc lcrvings, thc tchrse of:rl1 cllsscs"),7tr is ¡ cluci¡l \\,ord in thc

l(clìey lcxicon, rvhich lrc cìcvclops âs ¡ tirird [clm, likc thc obscc¡e, bc¡t'ccrr

cbc inlìnttrc lrrl rhc :tbjcct. Ì¡ ¡ scllsc hc tìocs u,h¡t lìtrillo ulgcs: hc tllilks
nrltcrirlìsrn drlorrgh "psychologìcrl or sociai fìrcrs."" Thc rcstrlt is ¡¡ ¡r't oflrrnr

pcr lolnrs (ìilgy toy ¡ninr¡Ìs stitchccl logcthc) i)r ugJy mrtsscs, rìirry throt' r'trgs

hicl ovcl lasty slrrpcs), lLurpcr) srbJects (picltìr'cs ofcli:r ¡¡ld tlrsh), and lrrrlrpcn

pclsourc (lysfìrrctio)râl nrc,r thllt irLrilLl wcilcl devìccs oldclccl fi-o¡r clbsc¡¡c

c¡t¡logucs in b¡sel¡crlrs tncl i)rckyâl(ls). Most ofthesc things lcsisr fcrtrtrrl shrp_

ing, lcc rlonc cultu¡¡l snblirlrtin!¡ or sociâl lcdccnring. Insofìr'¡s it h¡s ¡ soci¡l

r-cfcrclt rlÌcD, thc Llutry(lt of l(cllcy (urììkc ùtc Lnn¡u of Lotris lìorrr¡rat tc,

I litlcr', <¡r Mussoli¡i) r'csisrs rtolding, tnuch lcss nrobilizin.t¡. llu¡ clocs tlli: in
dillclc¡cc coDstitulc ¡ politics?

Ofic¡ ir ¡hc cult of'rbjcction ro rvhich abjecr ¡r'l is rclìted (thc cult oi
sl¡ckcrs ¡rld Ioscrs, glungc ¡nd (ìcnclatior) X), this Posttlr'c of in<lillòr'cncc cx-

plcsscd littlc nlor-c thârÌ r fitigrc rvith thc polidcs oidilTolcncc (social, scxttll,

cthDic). Sonrctirùcs, horvcvcr_, it intjnr¡tocl ¡ ¡¡olc lìrl¡d¡nrcrrtal ñtigric: a srrrrrgc

dlivc to inclisti¡rctior, r p:uldoxic:r1 clcsi:c to bc desilelcss, to bc dotrc t'i¡h i¡

lll, l cr)l ol'rcglcssion bcyortd thc i¡rf¡nrjlc to dre inorgntric.'r In ¡ 19.17 ¡cxt

cr-rìciâl to d)e l,¡c¡ni¡n discussio¡ of thc grzc, l{ogcl C.rillois, ¡nothc)- tssoei.rt.:

of¡hc ll¡¡rillc¡n srìr-r-càlists, considcls this drivc lo irldislirlcrion irr lcll)ls !,1-vrs

u:rlity- s¡rccifìc.rlly in tcnrrs ofdrc âssin)jlâtjou ofiDsccts iDto sp¡cc thtotrglr

urimicly.T'I-lelc, (ìrilkris:tlgucs, thcÌc is rìo qucstion ofâgcncy (lìkc plott.rive

lcllprrtion), lct r)onc ol'suLrjccthood (thcsc orqâììisms rlc "dispo,.scssccì oflthisl

plivilcgc"), ¡ co¡di¡ion lll¡r lìc c¡n only likcrr, ili thc btrrrran rc¡Ln, lo cr-
trcnc schizophrcrrìr:

'Ììr thcsc disposscsscd souìs, spl<r: scclrs to bc lt rlcr'orrirrg fìrlcc.

Sprcc prrsucs thcrr, cncirclcs thcrrr, rligcsrs rhcn in I giglrtic
phrgocytosis lconsun4rtior ofbrctcrirì. lt cncls by r-cpl¡cir!a rhcm.
-fhcn rhc l>otly scprletcs itsclflìonr thoughr, tlrc i¡rljvidu¡l Llc¡ks

thc borrrcìuly ofhjs skin rnrì occupìcs ¡hc othcl sidc ofhis sc¡scs.

Ilc t¡ics to look ¡t hj¡rsclffìo¡r lDy ¡roint whrìtc\¡cr-ir) s¡ cc. llc
lecls hinrsclfbcco¡rillq sl)¡(:c, r/r * ¡l)rr.. r rcr thiu.qs unnot lx'1urt.l)c
is sintilrtr', not silrilrr-t() soDrctlrinll, butjrrst srrrr//rrr: ,Ancl hc jlvcnts

s¡raccs ofrvhich hc is "tlrc convrlsivc lx)sscssiol."7¡'

'ì'hc brcrc$ìng of rhc bod),, clrc grzc dcvouli¡g thc subject, rhc sulrjc'ct bc'cour..

iDg the splcc, thc strtc of_just silùiÌâlity: thcsc coDdidoDs ¡r'c cvokccl in lcccDt

¡r't-j,r irìì¡gcs by Sbcrrr¡¡r ¡ricl othc:s, in objccts by Srrrìth ¡r)(l otbcr-s. lt rccâlls

rhc pùr'\'cr-sc iclc¡l of thc bc¡rrtìfirl, rcclcflltcd ir¡ tcl nts ol'thc srblit)lc, âdv¡t)ccd

i¡ sur-¡c¡lisnr: r c<>nvulsivc 1,.osscssìon of the snb-jcct givc¡ over to ¡ dcâtlìly

lf this colvulsivc ¡rosscssioù crrD bc r'cl¡lccl to coDtcnìpo)âry cultuIc, rr

nrllst l)c sl-rlil irìto rts ctrnstitLrcrt par'ls:.orì thc orlc hrDd r:r ccstrsy ìrr thc irrrag-

inccl brc'¡kcl<xvr of thc irrragc-'sclccn_ ¡¡d/ol rLrc syurbolic orclcr'; on thc othcr'

h¡ld ¡ bo¡r'or.:rt this.fììntrsrn¡ric cvcnt ft)llowcd by r clcsp:ril rbolrt ir-.Sourc

crr'1y clcfìr:ìtions of postrnoclcrnisn cvokccl ¡his l,aJt¿¡¡1. stnlcturc o1t iccling,

son)cLin)cs iD rnrlogy rvirh schizoPhlcl]ilr. lndccd, tò¡ FIcc| ir: ,|lmcsor thr'Iri-
rìl¡ly syDìptoDr of postrnorlelrìsur is lr scbizopblcnic brc¡kciorv¡r irr Jrlguagc

arrcl rc,nrponlity il,.t 1,i,r,r,r'k.'i i cirnr¡cn,rr,rly rrvrsrr)cnt irr rhc rrr,rgc and

rhc inst¡nt.rt Ànü nriiiy ì,:tiiti ,ìül "*¡t,,t. sinrrrl¡er'.,1 rntcnsi¡ier .,nrl .rhistolicrl

pâstjchcs ii) thc l9ll0s hr rccìcrìt jr)tjrìl¡tio,rs of poshr rcxlc ris¡ r, horvcvcr-, thc

¡/?.r/¿r,/.r()/1. shrìclrìrc of fccling clornillrcs, àild sor)cti¡lcs, ¡s i¡ l(risrcv¡, it t"r,
is ¡srxri¡tcd r¡'ìth ¡ sy¡lbolic or'<lcl i¡ r:r'isis..l lc¡c ¡)tists ¡rc dr¡w)) Dot to tl)c
hìghs of chc irìiìrillìci¡l iiìr;rgc but to thc luu'i ',f rhc Jcplcrsrvc ,,l.lcct. lf sourc

hl.:lr nr'.ì.r'riits v,uì lìr I" rr.rr\'.rr,l Íli, r.tir(rìrr.rl tiFrri.rrr\l r,rll( c,rrl) 1,,'ir

rì,',1,,rìi\l\ r,,,l, lrglrr irr rlr. .l',ur irr|g.. s,llrr' l.rtL| 1,'irll,,,lufl)i\r\ \\.ü,r r,,

¡, ^,.., tlru r'..'l thirr¡.
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'ìbday this bipol:u postntocìclristr ìs pushcd lor..,r'd ¡ clu¡lit¡¡r'c changc:

DrrDy irtisls sccrD (L i\r¡) by rr ;ùubitìoD ¡o iDhrbi¡ ¡ pÌrcc of' totll .rll-cc,t artd tcr

bc dr¡inçd oh allcct rltogcthcr, to po.sscss thc obsccnc vitrli_ty 9f.11¡9 yyog¡r! a1d

to occupy thc r¡cìicll Dihiiity of lhe L,,rlr\c-. l'hL\ ,rscrll.rt¡tìr st¡¡igc\l\ lhc (ly-

runric of ¡sycÍic shock prlicd by ¡.rotcctìvc shiclcl tlr¡t Flcucì cìcvc)opci1 in his

disr:ussion ofdrc clcrch dlivc ancl !Øìtcl lìerrjaniu cl¡boriìted in lris cliscrrssit,n

of l]:rudcl¡ilcru DrodcrDisrì) bu¡ nor¡, pushccl rvclì bcyond thc p)crsur-c ¡r'in
ciplc. l)rre ¡Il¡ct, ro ¡llictr lf huts, I un'¡.fì'tl ¿n),rhil,g.13

.. Wlry this fìscinrtion wich h-âunrâ, ¡11i5 ¡¡r,y of lbjcction, rodry? To be

sur-c, rÌotivcs cxist willìirì llr lrrd thcory. As srrggcsrccl, ¡hc¡c is diss¡tjsfleti.n

u'ith ¡hc tcxtr¡list ¡1odcl ofclrltl¡rc ¡s wcll ¡s tlrc convcntionâlist vicw ofrc¡l
ity rs if thc lcal, r'cplcsscd rn poststlu.tur'.rìisl ¡uslnroLlclrrrsrn, Ir.rtl lc¡trrncd

¡s Llrunrrtrc, Thcn, too, ¡hclc is clisiìhrsi,)nr)rur)t \vith tllc c.l,.bl.,tion of Lleiir:c l¡s

an opcn plsqrort ofr rrobìic subject-as ifthc lcrl, <lisnrissccì by ¡ Þcllorm.Ltrvc
post¡rodclnisrn, \vcrc nÌiì¡shâlcd lgri st thc llD¡fjil)iìlJ u'orlcl ofa ñDlâsy c¡p-

nllcd by coDsuurelisDr. lJLlt thclc rlc stlolÌg t'òr'ccs rtl rvor'k clscwhclc ¡s wcll:

clcspril rbout tlrc pcr-sisrcnt All)S clisjs, inv¡sivc clisc¡sc llcl clcrth, systcnric

povcrty ¡nd crillc, thc dcsboyc.l wclfârc st¡tc, indccd thc blokcn soci¡l contr¡ct

(as thc ; ich opt out i¡ r'cvohrtic¡n fi onr thc top ànd tl)c poor ¡rc droppccl our il
imnrisclatìon fion thc bortonr). Thc ¡r'ticul¡¡ion of tbcsc cliflìr'cn¡ fc¡ucs is

dil'hcuìt, yct t()llcthel thcy drivc rhc contcnrporiu-y corìccr-ll witlì hàrn1¡ âìrd

.lbjcction.
Onc lcsul¡ is thisr fol lìì¡l)y in corÌtc¡ìpoÌ¿rJ crìlrrì¡c lnìth rcsidos in thc

trâllràtrc or abjcct subject, in tlrc disc¡sctl ol danrrgcd body. Tcr be surc, rhis

body is tho cvìdcntiary basis of iurporrarrt rvitncssiugs to tlLrcl), of ncccssar)

tcstiDrol)ialj rg¡fl)st p()wcl. lìrt thclc âr-c cllrrgcn rvith this siti¡g of tr'ùth. sucl]

¡s thc rcstlictroll ofoul poLricrl inrlgiDary lo l\vo câllrps, thc lLrjcctor's and thc

iìliccted, ârìd thc rssullÌprioD th¡t iu o¡clcr not to bc coùlìtcd ¡lÌonll sexists ¡ùcl

r¡cists o,ìc rìrust bcco¡rc thc phobic objcct ofsocb srrbjccts. lfthclc is a su\ecr

of hisroly fol tbc cult of ll'rjcction ¡r ¿]1, it is not thc \ü/olkcl, tl)c \X/onr¡n, or'

rlrc Pclsorr of (lolor', but thc (ìo4rsc. Thrs is not only :r 1-.oLrics of clifìcrcncc

pushccl ro ìDclifìì'rcDcc; ic is;r poLrics ofrltcr'ìty pusJrccl to Dihility.T! "llvcrychiDg

Zoc l-coJ]¡'{1, S(t,I l:t,t¡¡ (in tt{\ a\,ol D rhl I,l.),19r'.\



gocs clcl(l," s¡ys thc I{cllcy tcddy. "l.ikc os," rcspor)ds thc l>urrr;rB" Yct is tl:is

poirrr ol'rihì)ìty chc cpitolrc of ilrpovcr'ìshnrcnr, whclc powcr c¡n,roL Ì)c,rc-
tliìLc, or â plrrcc fi-ol]r rvhich porvcl cDriìDâlcs ir) ¡ ,tcw fò)Dt? ls rbjccti,rn .r

r-cfirs:rl of¡rorver', its nisc, clt ìts:crilvcntiotr?'r I-irally, i,. rbjcccion ¡ sPacc-tiuril

I'Ly,,Il.l r(\l, rìrl'li,,u. ,'r tlr, Lr.rrst ì,,lll( t'.r (,'lll.liì1 "¡.¡¡y ¡,,¡1c..rirrr:' r,.

gf¡cc?

Across rr-tistic, thcolctic¡1, lud popuh:- cultrrlcs (in Sollo, :tt Yalc, or:

O¡rzlr) tbclc is r klcielcy to reclefìne expcr-icncc, incliviclLr¡l ¡ld histolic¡1, ì¡
[elnÌs oftr'¡Lln]¡. On ¡lrc onc lr¡ncl, in:tlt lrtcl thcor¡,, tr-¡ttrrr¡ disr-'oulsc cotrti¡rt¡.s

thc posrslr-uctur'âlist clitiquc oftlrc srrbjcct by othcl rrc¡ns, fol ag:rìn, in l psy-

chorn:rlytic : cgistcr', tl)c'lc js rìo sub-jcct oftliìunliì; thc posilion is cv¡ctr¡lcd, ¡rìd

ir) tlìis sc¡rsc thc cr-ìticprc ofthc srrbjccr is urost r'¡clic¡l hclc. ()n tlrc othcr-hrnd,

irr popuìll cultur-c, tr'¡umr is tlc¡tccl iìs ¡ll cvcllt rh¡t guâr'¡Dlccs thc subjccr, ancl

iu dris ¡rsyc$ologistic lcgistcl tl)c subjccìt, howcvcr cìisrurùccì, r-r.rshcs []âck ¡s

rvirrrcss, rcstifìcr', slìrvivor. Ilclc is ìrìciccd r tlrrrnrtic subjcct, âDd it h¡s absolutc

âuthority, lol onc c¡nnoc chellcnge tlle tmuulu of¡¡o¡hcr: orìc c¡n olly bclicvc

it, evcrr iclcnriiy witb i¡, or ùot. Il Íw! ti distorrx', lløt, llrc sübjd ¡s t\lutdlkl
nû¿ tltûú.I| ¿t or¡c. Ard in this rvq, tmull¡ discour'rc nr¡gic!ìlly rcsolvcs two

conrmcljctoly irrrpclatìvcs ir cultrr ç .!q(lrly! d.lconstr'lrctivc..¡nâlyscs ¡ìrd id! rrrity

politics. This str.rrgc lcbilch ofrhc rtrthor, rhis p:rracloxical cìornlitjal) ql -il-!ì|..cll-.

tco utitliolity, is e signifìcrnt trrr'n in coltc'lnpol ¡r'y :ìl r, criticisrr, rird culnurl

politics. l lcrc tlrc rctrìr-n ofthc ¡c¡l co¡r,crgcs with thc lctnll of¡hc lc'fer_cnd¡Ì.

encl ¡o rlris poil)t I low turl.82


