
Protecting the Future 
of Hawaiʻi 
HAWAI ʻ I  GREEN FEE



What We Offer Cannot Be Replaced 

Hawaiʻi is one of the most beautiful places in the world. It is
home to some of the richest, most biodiverse landscapes,
tropical and abundant seascapes, and an irreplaceable
culture. As a remote island chain, it has countless native
plants and animals, a thriving blue economy, and cultural
values that are deeply connected to our environment,
mountains, forests, and wildlife. This "natural capital," is
what has enabled the people of Hawaiʻi to feed their
families, create economic opportunity, and build a
community that cares for their natural resources in a
sustainable way. 

This is what makes Hawaiʻi, Hawaiʻi.  

Our forests are valued at $2 billion per
year, without including cultural 
significance. 

Our ocean economy supports 16% of jobs
and $18 billion in revenue annually.

Total economic value the American people
hold for the coral reefs of the Main
Hawaiian Islands is $33.57 billion. 3
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https://www.coris.noaa.gov/activities/hawaii_econeval/welcome.html


Our Hawaiʻi needs help 

 

These incredible parts of Hawaiʻi are what continue to attract people from around the world to experience
our forest, waters, and oceans. But these natural resources are threatened by a critical underinvestment in
our environment and infrastructure, with consequences that our communities and industries are already
seeing.  

THE ENDANGERED SPECIES
CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

Hawaiʻi visitors and residents experience native plants
and wildlife found no where else in the world, yet we
are at risk of losing them forever. In a place where our
environment is our way of life, human impacts
threaten the future of our culture.

COASTAL BEACH LOSS

Our coastlines are where we live, where our
businesses thrive, and where our residents recreate.
According to experts at Hawaiʻi Climate Change
Commission, we can expect 6-8 feet of sea level rise
by the end of the century, impacting all of our
coastlines. Sea level rise currently threatens $19
billion in assets. 

DYING CORAL REEFS

Hawaiʻiʻs reefs are under threat from unsustainable
use, pollution, and lack of investment. Oʻahuʻs reefs
and fish stocks are in the worst condition, threatening
subsistence fishers and local food security. Loss of
reefs not only threatens our visitor economy and the
residents that work in it, but also our Stateʻs ability to 
 protect our beaches and coastlines. We must invest in
coral restoration at scale.  

Hawai‘i’s coral reefs provide us with food, coastal protection, and
recreational opportunities, yet our reefs are in trouble from decades of
neglect. The Green Fee will fund much needed work to conserve, restore,
and protect our coral reefs for present and future generations.

 - Mark Hixon, UH Mānoa
 Hsiao Endowed Chair in Marine Biology 



The Opportunity 

 

Visitors come from around the world to experience our natural and cultural resources. Tourism is
the largest economic driver in Hawaiʻi, contributing $17 billion to our State economy every year.
For nearly all of our islands, annual visitors significantly outweigh the number of year-round
residents. 

WE COULD
GENERATE THE

FUNDING WE NEED
TO PROTECT

HAWAI ʻ I  THROUGH
A VISITOR GREEN

FEE OF $50

Tourists are partially responsible for the environmental
pressures placed on our ecosystems, forests, watersheds,
and coastal ecosystems, and should help play a role in
their protection. Hawaiʻi residents already invest in our
natural resources through the taxes we pay. Despite this,
State and local communities do not have the funding
needed to protect our natural and cultural resources for
the enjoyment of future generations of Hawaii residents
and visitors. It is reasonable to ask visitors to also invest
in  critical green infrastructure that they come to
experience. 

Public polling revealed 88% of Hawaiʻi voters agree that
tourists should pay their fair share to maintain and
manage natural and cultural resources. 



What could be possible? 

 

Through passing a visitor green fee, Hawaiʻi would be immediately empowered to scale the
meaningful work already being led around the islands. A green fee would create local jobs, support a
grant program for organizations serving our communities, grow the impact of State protection efforts,
and allow us to innovate ideas that can protect, restore, and preserve the ecosystems we rely on.

RESTORE OUR CORAL REEFS TO ABUNDANCE
PRESERVE OUR COASTLINES
PROTECT OUR WATERSHEDS FROM MAUKA TO MAKAI
CLEAN OUR BEACHES & STOP POLLUTION FROM THE SOURCE
CREATE GREEN JOBS FOR OUR COMMUNITY
EDUCATE OUR KEIKI AND VISITORS WITH ʻAINA-BASED KNOWLEDGE
CONSERVE OUR FORESTS 
INVEST IN SUSTAINABLE AND REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE
RECOVER NATIVE PLANTS AND WILDLIFE
SAFEGUARD CULTURAL SITES 

HAWAI ʻ I  GREEN FEE COULD ENABLE US TO: 



Urgent need to invest in an
abundant future 

 

We are facing a closing window of opportunity to safeguard what matters most to the people of
Hawaiʻi. Without bold and immediate funding, we are at risk of losing the very resources that support
our communities, our economy, and the integrity of our home. 

It is up to us to protect our natural heritage for future generations, so they can continue to enjoy the
benefits of these resources far into the future. In a place where our natural resources are so deeply
intertwined with our cultural integrity and economy, we must rise to the occasion and invest in the
abundant future we want for our home and for our children. 

Help us make this future possible by supporting Hawaiʻi Green Fee. 


