
THIS SHOW RUNS APPROXIMATELY TWO HOURS WITH A SHORT INTERMISSION
Please, turn down the brightness setting on your phone 

and do not photograph or record the show. 
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An inside look by Perry Frost
  Redemption means never saying you’re 
sorry.
  At least, according to Charles Dickens, 
it does. Throughout the 62, 104, or 112 

page length of A Christmas Carol, depending on font 
size, Ebeneezer Scrooge never once utters an apology to 
anyone he has wronged.
	 Scrooge’s	nephew,	Fred,	is	sorry	to	find	Scrooge	so	
resolute in his avoidance of Christmas cheer. Bob Cratchit 
drops	a	“very	sorry”	to	Scrooge	with	panicked	fluency	at	
the	end	of	the	play,	expecting	to	get	fired	on	Christmas	
Day. Even a couple he has trapped in debt is sorry for the 
brief solace the news of Scrooge’s death brings them.
 But the man himself? Not a peep of the s-word. 
 How has he been getting away with this since the 
Victorian era?! Why do we return to A Christmas Carol 
decade after decade as a warm, fuzzy reminder that 
redemption is achievable, when Ebeneezer Scrooge never 
deigns to apologize to a single person he encounters 
during Carol’s triumphant Christmas morning conclusion?
 Put simply, he doesn’t have the time. 
 A repentant man is a busy man. Actions speak louder 
than words, and Ebeneezer Scrooge wakes up recognizing 
that he has a lifetime of miserly actions to atone for. 
Having just confronted his mortality, he knows he can’t 
wait a moment longer (though interestingly, in the original 
text, he takes the time to shave). He bursts onto a snowy 
street, pockets full of coins, too occupied with putting his 
money where his mouth is to use that mouth with any 
finesse.	On	he	walks	in	a	naive,	clumsy	rampage	to	make	
amends, with determination twice as fearful as his spite 
ever was.
 Does his reputation suffer, without the aid of a public 
relations team or a Notes app or a lawyer drawing up 
NDAs? 
 Yes! In fact, he leaves most people in his wake thinking 
he’s literally gone insane! But they all come around in the 
end, because Scrooge’s changed nature isn’t a one-time 
spectacle,	a	fling	with	goodness	until	it	all	blows	over.		As	
Dickens writes:
 “Scrooge was better than his word. He did it all, and 
infinitely	more.”
	 Infinitely	more.	Infinitely.	Is	this	hyperbole?	An	
atonement asymptote? Has Scrooge become a perpetual 
redemption machine tearing through the quantum 
multiverse, converging all realities to a single, ultradense 
point of matter to one day explode as the seed of creation 
that	will	rebirth	reality?	Am	I	filling	out	the	word	count	
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Continued...
requirement for these director’s notes?
	 Whatever	the	reason	for	Dickens’	use	of	“infinitely,”	he	
didn’t pair it with “reluctantly.” Something made Scrooge 
recommit, day after day, year after year, to be a better 
person. Was it the ghosts? Well, for all the initial urgency 
in Scrooge’s big do-over, a night of psychedelic visions 
isn’t always the best starting point for a sustainable life 
change. (Trust me, I’ve been to outdoor music festivals.)
 Let’s return to that Christmas morning. At one point, 
Scrooge is on his knees by his bed. Is he groveling? No. 
Is he praying for mercy? Not anymore. What he’s doing 
down there, essentially, is gathering kinetic energy for 
the exuberant, over the top, cat-at-3am freakout he’s 
about to have. He’s so pumped to have a chance to make 
things right that the thought of self-pity never occurs to 
him.The pill can’t go down bitter, sugared with the simple 
knowledge that it’s not too late! The ole bad news, good 
news from the very universe!

 Bad news: You are responsible for your actions towards 
others.
 Good news: You are responsible for your actions 
towards others!

 Redemption stories can start with comeuppance, regret, 
a darkest hour, but the good ones always end with joy. 
There is joy in a changed nature. There is joy in an altered 
life. There is even joy in declaring social bankruptcy and 
working on yourself instead...though having a Cratchit or 
two around doesn’t hurt. 
 In conclusion- and perhaps confusingly- saying you’re 
sorry is important. Yet, A Christmas Carol should leave 
us thinking about apologies as empty cups. Something 
we can mold to show the shape of the actions that will 
eventually	fill	it,	something	transparent	enough	that	we	
can tell how much is left empty. In Scrooge’s case, his cup 
overflowed	and	burst	before	he	took	a	step	out	his	front	
door on Christmas morning. (Don’t worry, Mrs. Dilber 
swept it up!)
 What was left in the cup’s place? The very dimensions of 
his future, high above his head and all around him.
 May all your cups be full this season! God Bless Us, 
Every	One!

      -Perry  Frost, Director



INVASION: CHRISTMAS CAROL
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DANNY LOECKEN 
(Bob Crachitt, Young Scrooge)
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(Fred, Marley, Mr. Crachitt)
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Present)
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various) 

SYDNEY ELLIS (Musical Improviser)
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MAGED ROUSHDI -- Invasion: Christmas Carol is Maged’s 
favorite show, both to watch and participate in. Firstly, he would 
like to extend a hearty thank you to the cast and crew for their 
tireless work. Secondly, he would like to extend and even 
heartier thank you to Perry for trusting him with the role of 

Scrooge. It is an honor and a pleasure to be directed by her. Thirdly, he would like 
to extend the heartiest thanks to his family, without whom this would be 
impossible. He loves Stevie and River so much. Butts. Lastly he would like to 
extend an invitation to the audience to enjoy the show as heartily as possible and 
to also buy him a beer after the show. This has never worked in the past, but he 
would still like to give it a shot. 

AVERY SHARPE  is more than excited to be making his IXC 
debut! His stage credits in Atlanta include: Twelfth Night 
(Shakespeare Tavern), Pearl Cleage’s Tell Me My Dream 
(Alliance Theatre), Paige in Full (Alliance Theatre), Marcus; 
Or the Secret of Sweet (Actor’s Express). Joining the Dad’s 

Garage Company in 2017, he has had the joy of improvising countless stupid 
jokes on the DG stage as well as starring in Jon Carr’s Suzi-Award-winning Black 
Nerd in 2018. His gratitude cannot be expressed enough for all the support and 
patience given to him by family, friends, and frien-emies alike. Much love to 
Papillion! May God bless us everyone!

WHITTNEY MILLSAP has been a company member of Dad’s 
Garage since 2010 and this is her fourth time performing in the 
IXC cast. Whittney is honored not only to have another go at 
this Dad’s Garage flagship show, but also extra thrilled to be 
part of the first return to in-person DG scripted works! Shout out 

to Perry Frost, who SLAYED her directorial debut. Many thanks the cast, design 
team, crew, and patrons who have returned to make this show part of your 
holiday tradition. Much love to Whittney’s Mama, fur family, and always, the 
perfect Tan. 

MANDY BUTLER Mandy Butler may look familiar to you because 
she’s a Featured Performer at Dad’s Garage Theatre, was a cast 
member of Black Nerd, and had a small to decent-sized role in 
that thing you saw that on TV that one time.  She has taught at 
improv festivals and studios in the United States, Istanbul, and 

Iraqi Kurdistan. She currently leads the improv program at Newberry College, 
where she is a tenured Associate Professor of Theatre & Speech and the Director 
of Performance. She holds a BA in Theatre Performance from Georgia College & 
State University, an MFA in Theatre Pedagogy from Virginia Commonwealth 
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University, and a Presidential fitness award for running a fast-ish mile in the fifth 
grade. Mandy has trained and performed with instructors from the Annoyance 
Theatre, BATS Improv, Second City, Upright Citizens Brigade, iO, and Steppenwolf 
West. Mandy, who has frequently served as a judge for the Chicago Improv 
Festival’s College Tournament, specializes in applying the Meisner Technique to 
Longform Improvisation and earned her Meisner teacher certification through 
the True Acting Institute at Willamette University.

JAMILA PORTER is thrilled to be a part of this year’s exceptional 
Invasion: Christmas Carol production. Jamila is a Featured 
Performer at Dad’s Garage. She is an award-winning improviser 
and enjoys appearing in numerous improv shows. In addition to 
performing theater and improv, she enjoys writing and 

performing sketch comedy and voice acting. She also has a doctorate in public 
health. (Ask her about it sometime!) Jamila would like to thank her wonderful 
friends and family for all of their love and support. She would also like to thank 
the wonderfully talented cast, crew, and production team who made this show 
possible.

DANNY LOECKEN started taking improv classes at Orlando’s 
SAK Comedy Lab around 2009, and was truly honored to join 
their cast the same year. During his time in central Florida, 
Danny had the amazing opportunity to utilize his improv 
background in variety of venues across the country. From 

working entertainment at Universal Studios in Orlando, to traveling the country 
performing improv for Comic-Cons , and even appearing in film. Eventually, 
Danny found himself moving to Atlanta to pursue acting and entertainment. He 
is beyond excited to be one of the newest cast/family member at Dad’s Garage. 
Danny would like to thank his beautiful fiancée Erica for all the love and support, 
and his family for tolerating him on his choice to pursue his dreams.

SYDNEY ELLIS (Musical Director and Improviser) has been playing 
piano in the background of show’s at Dad’s Garage since 2007. 
In fact, if you saw any of the first five seasons of Invasion: 
Christmas Carol you are already familiar with her “work.” She 
regularly plays fully improvised shows that are not holiday related 

here at Dad’s. Thank you for supporting local art and theatre, and for keeping your 
flipping mask on while you’re here.

REED PENDERGRASS is incredibly grateful to perform with such 
talented people and thankful for everyone at Dad’s Garage that 
made this show happen.  He is also a scenic carpenter who 



DAN BAUMAN (Sound Designer) is thrilled to be back spending the holidays 
at Dad’s! Thank you for waiting for us to come back and supporting live 
theater. If Santa is reading this, a life size R2-D2 and a Geddy Lee signature 
jazz bass would be appreciated. Big love to Courtney and Patches.

KATIE BRIEN (Assistant Stage Manager) “I’ve missed this. I’ve missed you. 
Feels good to be back.”

ALYSSA BROSY (Stage Manager) This is Alyssa’s first production as a Stage 
Manager for Dad’s! It’s been a true honor and privilege to work with such 
a stellar cast and an amazing director! Alyssa has been with Dad’s Garage 
for about 7 years as a dresser. She’s worked on Battle Space Wars, 
Thankskilling, 10 Ways to Ruin Everything, Karon the Barbarian, 
Ad Nauseum, the other Invasion: Christmas Carol Shows and 
others that she can’t remember. When there isn’t a scripted show, she’s 
usually pressing buttons in the booth for Improv shows every weekend. She 
was also apart of the Dad’s Garage Twitch Mod Pod streaming funny shows 
on Dad’s Twitch Channel. She now streams on her own at twitch.tv/azurabee 
doing online improv shows, video games, and other fun things. 

RAYMOND CARR (Puppet Designer) is a Jim Henson Company trained 
puppeteer who has been performing for more than 20 years. He has traveled to 
every major city in North America and parts of Europe working on multi-million 
dollar productions. He is skilled in state of the art animatronics, Muppet-style 
puppetry, motion capture digital puppetry, and traditional theatrical puppetry. 
Raymond is one of the main characters for the Jim Henson Company’s new 
show, Splash and Bubbles on PBS Kids.  Some of Raymond’s other credits 
include: Jim Henson’s Ned Talks on Disney+, Crank Yankers, BBC’s Moon 
and Me Nick Jr’s Lazytown,  Stoopid Buddy Stoodios, Walking with 
Dinosaurs The Arena Spectacular Tour, various projects for Cartoon 
Network & Adult Swim, The Center for Puppetry Arts. He’s produced and directed 
puppet segments for Discovery Plus, and numerous commercials for companies. 
He also performs improv with The Jim Henson Company’s live show Puppet 
Up Uncensored, directed and performed for various shows at the Center for 
Puppetry Arts. 

JORDAN CAVROS (voice/dialect coach) is an actress for stage & screen, and full-time 
nerd. This is her second time working as a dialect coach, after assistant coaching with 
Horizon’s production of Once (2020). She has years of training in Knight-Thompson 
speech work and Fitzmaurice technique. During the pandemic, she has taken a step 
back from working in film to focus on making a full time job out of talking about 
butts on the internet. 
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FRANCES CHANG(Assistant Stage Manager) Frances Chang has held many 
positions at Dad’s Garage from student, volunteer and front of house manager. 
Her favorite thing is being a part of a scripted show as a crew member. This is 
her second Invasion: Christmas Carol and looks forward to many more! 

DIONNA DAVIS (Assistant Stage Manager) can be seen onstage as well as 
unseen backstage. She comes from Savannah with a Bachelor’s in French 
from Georgia Southern and has worked with Synchronicity Theatre among 
others as actress and stage manager since 2014. Three Little Birds, 
Hands of Color, Ella Enchanted, Mirandy & Brother Wind, and 
The Bluest Eye are some Synchro credits. She was last seen at Theater 
Emory for their Brave New Works Workshop and is delighted to make her 
debut at Dad’s Garage! 

MELISA A. DUBOIS (Proppasaurus Rex)  Having propped every Invasion: 
Christmas Carol that we’ve ever done, I am still in awe of how different & 
magical each one still is & I am honored to still be a part of the magic. To paraphrase 
Tiny Tim, “Blessed be, y’all!”

MALLORY HAZEN (Choreographer) has been choreographing for Dad’s Garage for 
longer than she can remember, but always experiences such delight in working on 
this show in particular. Thanks to the Dad’s family for trusting her and movin’ and 
groovin’! She hopes you laugh hard, and come back again real soon! 

SHANNON KENNEDY (Wardrobe Dresser) Life is short. Use your vacation 
days. Tickle some b-holes. Enjoy it while it lasts.

NADIA REICHMAN (Scenic Design) is a fangirl of IXC and is thrilled to reunite 
with the Dad’s fam for this holiday favorite! Previous DG designs include 
Black Nerd, Merry Fucking Christmas and Women of the Year; 
and before that she was a Scenic Artist on a bunch of other Dad’s shows. Other 
local Scenic Design credits include: Perfect Arrangement, Lost in the 
Cosmos and A Wrinkle in Time (Theatrical Outfit); Angry Fags and 
Lady Lay (7 Stages); and High Risk Baby! (Push Push). She has worked 
as a Scenic Artist at many Atlanta theatres including True Colors, Theatrical 
Outfit and Horizon Theatre; and as a member of the local IATSE 479 she has 
worked as a Scenic Artist on TV shows including The Vampire Diaries, Dynasty 
and Lego Masters. Nadia is a co-founder of the Atlanta Green Theatre Alliance 
and is also the Production Manager for The Atlanta Fringe Festival. Seasons 
Greeting y’all!

TOM RITTENHOUSE (Assistant Director) If you’re reading this then you’re in for 
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a treat. Because that means you’re killing time reading up about an incredible 
show. Did you know that this cast and crew rehearsed 6 days a week for nearly 
6 weeks? Well they did. Every time the lights shift. Every wardrobe change. 
Every prop. Every note of music. Virtually every movement the actors make. 
All of it has been worked and worked to become a seamless theatrical dance. 
And then an invader comes in to mess all that up. It’s awesome, you’ll love it. 
It’s been my honor to support the director, Perry Frost. Her ideas for the script 
and for the stage were inspiring and hilarious. This cast is incredible. And the 
crew, day after day, makes magic. Oh yeah, my bio! I’ve been improvising at 
Dad’s since 2007 and have directed two shows here (King of Pops: A Post-
Apocalyptic Musical and Woman of the Year).

STEVIE ROUSHDI (Lighting Designer) is first of her name, was born atop a 
mountain during a winter storm. Lightning struck as she breathed her first 
breath, imbuing her with the power to bend and control light. In the mortal 
world, she trained and studied her immense power, learning to command it 
so that she could share her gift with others. She does this full time as Technical 
Director for the Grand Theatre to the north of Atlanta and also as a freelance 
designer, namely here at Dad’s Garage. She’s a cultural icon, and all will love 
her and despair.

JENNAH SINGLETON (Techical Improvisor) Since she is originally from 
Cincinnati...Jennah is mystified by the whole bread & milk thing. Kinda like 
how y’all are mystified by all forms of precipitation. This is her 10th year 
doing Invasion: Christmas Carol and she hopes you love it as much as 
she does.

JAMIE WARDE (Production Manager/Technical Director) Originally from Buffalo, NY, 
Jamie has been the Production Manager / Technical Director at Dad’s Garage since 
the ’98-’99 season.  That’s a lot of holiday shows.  But they’re some of the best ones!  
It’s awesome that you’re here to support your local theatre, thanks for coming out.  
Jamie also serves on the Board of Directors for the Atlanta Green Theatre Alliance, 
and has been part of several Dad’s Garage staff search committees as well as the task 
force that found and renovated this neat little theatre you’re sitting in.  Kallisti. 
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Our Fearless Leaders
TIM STOLTENBERG (Artistic Director, AEA/SAG/AFTRA) is thrilled to be back in 
Atlanta and working with Dad’s. Tim previously worked with Dad’s from 02’-’08 
as Ensemble member, director, teacher, and Improv Director where he helped 
to create original improv formats and scripted shows. Tim has also worked with 
The Academy Theatre, The Center for Puppetry Arts, The Alliance, Laughing 
Matters, Agatha’s Dinner Theatre, Synchronicity Theatre, and Jewish Theatre 
of the South. Tim worked with The Second City in Chicago from ’09-’14 as a 
member of the Touring Company, teacher, and actor in co-productions with The 
Goodman Theatre (Chicago) and Playhouse in the Park (Cincinnati). In Chicago, 
Tim performed at iO, The Annoyance, and other venues that didn’t really want 
improv. Tim continued to work with The Second City in L.A., where he taught 
and performed in their Hollywood location. Tim has been seen in commercials 
for Southwest Airlines, Comcast, and Dollar Shave Club, as well in TV shows like 
Chicago Fire, Sirens, and Army Wives. Tim hopes you like this and all 
Dad’s Garage shows -- that’s his job, after all.

STACEY SHARER (Managing Director) joined Dad’s Garage as Managing Director 
in July of 2021 with more than 20 years of nonprofit management experience 
in education, workforce development, and entrepreneurship. Stacey has a BA 
in English from the University of Georgia and an MBA in Public and Nonprofit 
Management from Boston University. Stacey has spent most of the last few 
decades working in New Orleans for organizations like the Louisiana Children’s 
Museum, City Year Louisiana, and 4.0 Schools, and she spent many years as an 
operations and management consultant for small businesses and startups like 
NOLA Micro Schools, Live Oak Wilderness Camp, New Harmony High School, 
Culture Aid NOLA, and Youth Run NOLA. While in New Orleans, Stacey also 
completed five levels of improv classes and acted as the business manager for a 
small improv theater. 
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Matthew Rooks
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Leonta Leonte
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Jessica Toal
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Matthew Warenzak
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Craft Kafe

Patrick Davis

Nancy Davis
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Aimee & Nick Franz

Paul Goggin

Janet Hawkins

Megan Leahy & Mike Haslam

Jennifer Lee & Alan Bakowski
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Elaine Chaney
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Keith & Lynn Alexander

Joe Andrasko

Randy Harris & John Carroll

Joshua Denham
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Paul Diorio

Ghost of Xmas Future

Jimmy Gatt

Joe Godleski

Danielle Hegedus

Dave Howland

Liz Lapidus

Cynthia Pakrs McCaskill

Ryan & Fran Mulderig

BJ from NJ

Marian Dickson & Ben Riekhof

Huck “Mugsy” Rittenhouse

Larry Schwartz

David Scruggs

Brian Seinberg

Linda Sheldon

Martin Spalding

Brian Williams

This list reflects general operating gifts 

from 8/1/2021 to 12/1/2021

Thank you to all who gave to our in-house 

Artist Relief Fund.

Dad’s GARAGE IS A 501(C)3. 
No, it’s not contagious, it just means WE’RE A NON-PROFIT. Huge thanks go 
out to the following folks for donating their hard-earned cash to keep us going:

WANNA JOIN THE Dad’s GARAGE FAMILY?
To be listed in our programs and receive other awesome benefits like backstage tours  
and VIP tickets, donate online at DADSGARAGE.COM/DONATE or contact Grace Madden,  
Director of Advancement: GRACE@DADSGARAGE.COM • 404.523.3141 X208

We regret that sometimes errors are made. If you would prefer to be listed under a different name or 
you’re missing from this list, please contact Grace (info above).



SUPPORT FOR Dad’s GARAGE  
is graciously provided by the following organizations:

Major support is provided by the Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs.

This program is supported in part by the Georgia Council for the Arts through the appropriations of the Georgia General Assembly. GCA is a Partner 

Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.

Funding for this program is provided by the Fulton County Board of Commissioners under the guidance of the Fulton 

County Arts Council.

ANDRE DE WINTER

INMAN PARK 

THEATRE NIGHT

HYATT REGENCY

OLD FOURTH WARD  
BUSINESS ASSOC.

FULTON
COUNTY


