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This publication is dedicated to:

- all the victims, including those who never got to tell their story

- all those who had their rights violated and are still waiting for justice

- all those who had their rights violated and passed away before getting justice

- everyone who never stopped striving for justice/accountability; and

-all the women who took action one way or the other — the women at the frontlines, the women 
who held the fort when their loved ones were missing/detained/disappeared, the ones who 
continue to fight for justice. Your stories will not stay untold.
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On 7th January 2019, the first public hearing of the 
Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission, 
TRRC took place at Dunes Resort in Kololi, a bustling 
neighbourhood in urban Gambia. Following Yahya 
Jammeh’s departure, the Commission was set up 
to investigate and establish an impartial record of 
human rights violations committed in the country 
between 1994-2017. 

Today: After over 871 days of testimony covering 
some of the darkest periods in Gambian history, 
many are still waiting for justice. 

Over the course of two and a half years, the 
Commission heard from 392 witnesses, which 
included victims, perpetrators and expert 
witnesses. The TRRC was initially mandated to 
complete its investigations within two years, 
and planned to finish public hearings by October 
2020.1 However, the COVID-19 pandemic resulted 
in multiple suspensions of public hearings and the 
mandate was extended to June 2021. The TRRC 
Final Report was set to be released in July 2021, 
but was delayed twice to the frustration of victims 
and civil society organisations. On 25th November, 
the TRRC submitted its much awaited  report to the 
President, Adama Barrow and on 24th December 
2021, it was made public.

In   its  report,  the TRRC  made   many    recommendations, 
the most notable of which was to prosecute Yahya 
Jammeh for the numerous human rights violations 
and crimes against humanity committed during 
his 22-year rule. The Commission was judicious in 
recommending others for prosecution; it named 71 
individuals (two of them already deceased), but a 
number of them (including those accused of crimes 

against humanity) have applied for amnesty which 
could absolve them of their criminal charges.

Shockingly, the Amnesty Committee of the TRRC 
approved an amnesty recommendation for Sanna 
Sabally,2 fellow coupist of Yahya Jammeh in July 
1994 and former Vice-Chairman of the Armed 
Forces Provisional Ruling Council, AFPRC of the 
military junta at the time. In its final report, the TRRC 
found Sanna Sabally along with Edward Singhateh, 
Yankuba Touray and Yahya Jammeh as perpetrators 
bearing direct and the greatest responsibility for 
the November 11, 1994 incident. Their brutal acts 
included torture, assault, beatings and extrajudicial 
killings of at least 11 Gambia National Army, GNA 
soldiers as well as beatings, arbitrary and unlawful 
detention of five private soldiers. 

Overall, the TRRC was more inclined to propose 
bans from public office than criminal prosecutions. 
The Commission suggested ban from public office 
(usually lasting 5-10 years) for many perpetrators, 
including those linked to serious human rights 
violations like torture. Some of those recommended 
for a ban are already retired, are about to retire or 
would most probably have no interest in service in 
a public office. Additionally, a ban from public office 
does not prevent them from serving as a member 
of parliament or in similar political positions.

With the release of the Final Report, President 
Adama Barrow is given six months by the TRRC 
Act to  respond to the TRRC’s recommendations 
and the government is expected to publish a 
White Paper by 24th May 2022 that will essentially 
outline a roadmap for the implementation of 
the recommendations. As ANEKED releases this 
publication, civil society organisations are pushing 

1See the September 2020 JusticeInfo article entitled “Gambia’s Truth Commission in a time of Uncertainty” for more 
details about 2020 delays to the TRRC.
2See Standard Newspaper article published 18th March 2022 TRRC Approves Amnesty for Sana Sabally, Denies Ex-VP Njie-
Saidy for more details

Introduction

https://www.moj.gm/downloads
https://www.justiceinfo.net/en/45303-gambia-truth-commission-time-of-uncertainty.html
https://standard.gm/gambia-news/trrc-approves-amnesty-for-sana-sabally-denies-ex-vp-njie-saidy/
https://standard.gm/gambia-news/trrc-approves-amnesty-for-sana-sabally-denies-ex-vp-njie-saidy/
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to ensure they are involved in drafting the Gambian 
government’s upcoming White Paper and are 
disseminating the TRRC’s recommendations as far 
and wide as possible.

From the outset, the TRRC’s commitment to public 
hearings set it apart from other truth-seeking 
exercises, which were largely inaccessible to the 
general population. Each public testimony was 
broadcast and streamed live to a large audience, 
from local Gambians to international actors. The 
Commission also provided interpretation in various 
local languages, including Mandinka and Wolof (and 
in some instances interpretation for non-Gambian 
speakers). These arrangements ensured that 
Gambians across the world could actively follow 
and participate in the transitional justice process, 
reflecting a widespread movement for change.

Given the length of testimonies, some of which took 
place over multiple days, specific details, such as the 
names of those adversely mentioned or conflicting 
accounts, got lost in the swathes of information 
being transmitted live from the TRRC. Observing this 
gap, ANEKED decided to actively summarise every 
testimony, highlighting the persons mentioned in 
relation to crimes and closely mapping the places 
where human rights violations were said to have 
taken place. The information was also translated 
into the four local languages and broadcast on 
community radios. The summaries provided by 
ANEKED were meant to create an active record of 
the TRRC’s documentation initiatives that, after its 
conclusion, would serve as an archive recording of 
known human rights violations so that the victims’ 
stories are never forgotten or buried and Gambia’s 
dark past is not rewritten.

Although the TRRC’s approach was a largely 
effective one, there were a few processes we 
deemed flawed. For example, certain sessions 
and decisions made lacked a victim-centred 
approach. This was evident in the issue of gender 
mainstreaming; the Commission’s perspective 
elided the specific burden of gender on multiple 
occasions. Session 9, dedicated to testimonies 
about Sexual and Gender-Based Violence, SGBV 
featured a high profile perpetrator’s 15/16-hour 
testimony that had nothing to do with SGBV (for 
context, the other witnesses - mostly  women 
survivors of SGBV - got a combined total of around 
16 hours). Furthermore, ANEKED observed the 
language used by the TRRC when speaking about 
the violence they were subjected to, including the 
use of the word “alleged”, which had not been 
the case when witnesses discussed topics such as 
torture, enforced disappearance and extrajudicial 
killings during previous sessions. The TRRC’s Final 
Report displayed similar lapses:  “The Commission 
was told that he – the former President Yahya A.J.J 
Jammeh did not use protection when he raped the 
women (some consensual) which led to the several 
women falling pregnant.” The use of the word 
“consensual” when discussing rape contradicts the 
definition of rape provided for in the report itself: 
“Rape is defined as the non-consensual penetration 
(however slight) of the vagina, anus or mouth with 
a penis or other body part or any of an animal.”

Taking a step back from the specifics of the 
Commission’s approach, the rationale behind the 
government’s decision to place the TRRC at the 
forefront of the Gambian transitional justice process 
- ahead of criminal prosecutions, institutional 
reform, and reparations - for over 4 years -raised 
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several concerns. The government’s choice to use 
a sequential approach and place truth-seeking 
before prosecution has significantly delayed the 
legal redress afforded to victims in the interim, 
even in cases which do not require the Commission. 
Most importantly, the TRRC is an independent 
body, not a judicial one. It cannot supplant the 
government’s responsibility to conduct criminal 
investigations. The UN Working Group on Enforced 
and Involuntary Disappearances, WGEID has 
reiterated this on several occasions in the past.3 
After his visit to The Gambia in November 2019, 
the UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion of 
truth, justice and reparations highlighted that trust 
between the State and society can only be restored 
when the State “upholds its legal and institutional 
obligations”.

Unfortunately, the government’s choice to delay 
prosecutions has had real consequences for 
Gambians. Victims have since passed away, so 
have perpetrators without facing justice and 
impunity is still the order of the day. As we release 
this Final Edition, former Junglers including Saul 
Badjie, Musa Badjie, Landing Tamba,4 Malick Jatta, 
Amadou Badjie and Omar “Oya” Jallow, Alieu Jeng 
and Ismaila Jammeh who were named (and some 
of them even confessed) in multiple instances of 
torture, enforced disappearances and extrajudicial 
killings, were released from prison and, according 
to recent reports, are freely attending community 
events such as naming ceremonies. Others continue 
to serve in the army, such as Lamin Sillah.

In this publication, ANEKED analyses each session 
of the TRRC, examining historical facts, religious 
and social dynamics, and other relevant contexts 

to fully contextualise the crimes and incidents 
narrated before the Commission. A list of Top 10 
perpetrators for each session is also included as 
well as an extensive mapping of the places human 
rights violations are said to have taken place. In 
addition, this publication serves as a shadow report. 
It highlights gaps and entry-points for improvement 
regarding the Commission’s gender- and victim-
sensitive approach and attempts to determine how 
recent developments impact the transitional justice 
process in The Gambia.

It has been over five years since Yahya Jammeh 
fled the country, and Gambians have spent them 
reckoning with the extent of the crimes and human 
rights violations that occurred during his rule. Now 
that the TRRC is over, will Gambia’s government 
move beyond truth commissions and pursue other 
long overdue tenets of justice, such as criminal 
prosecution or institutional reform? 

The future of Gambia’s transitional justice process 
rests on the government’s response to the TRRC’s 
final report -  they have until 25th May 2022 to act. 
Without justice, there can be no peace, without 
peace, there cannot be sustainable development. 
Accountability is inevitable and is not negotiable.

3This has further been highlighted in the draft Guidelines on the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearances in 
Africa to be released by the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights, ACHPR. 
4See February 2022 article in The Point entitled “Lt. Gen Saul Badjie, 2 others released” and August 2019 article in The 
Chronicle entitled “Four Released Junglers put on administrative leave”.

https://thepoint.gm/africa/gambia/headlines/lt-gen-saul-badjie-2-others-released
https://www.chronicle.gm/four-released-jungulers-put-on-administrative-leave/
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Click here to view an interactive version of the infographic: 
“TRRC Digest Final Edition-Facts You Should Know”

5Poor quality of interpretation in many instances
*The number stated includes individuals who testified several times namely Baboucarr Jatta, Demba Njie, Ebrima Drammeh, Lamin Kaba
Bajo, Mariatou Jallow, Lamin Sillah and Wassa Camara
**The identity of some of the individuals mentioned could not be confirmed due to only their first name or last name being mentioned

Infographic

24
TYPES OF HUMAN  RIGHTS VIOLATIONS/CRIMES

392*  
WITNESSES TESTIFIED
74 women witnesses
63 female victims
16 protected witnesses
5 female protected witnesses 

ABOUT 600
PERSONS MENTIONED**
IN RELATION TO HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AND CRIMES COMMITTED.

English, Mandinka, Jola, Wolof, Fula, Twi (Migrants case)

TESTIMONIES GIVEN IN 
VARIOUS LANGUAGES5

1. President of The Gambia + Office of the President
2. Junglers
3. Gambia Prison Services
4. Gambia Armed Forces
5. National Intelligence Agency
6. Gambia Police Force (Various police stations + headquarters)
7. Military police
8. National Assembly
9. Ministry of Justice/Gambian Judiciary (various magistrate

courts + high courts + Supreme Court)
10. Police Intervention Unit
11. Navy
12. The Drug Law Enforcement Agency
13. Supreme Islamic Council
14. Counter Terror Unit in Bijilo Police Headquarters

TESTIMONY ATTESTING TO 22 
YEARS OF HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES
14 K E Y I N ST I T U T I O N S 

10. Interference in the judiciary
(corruption of Justice, obstruction of
justice, miscarriage of justice)

11. Unlawful interrogation + obtaining
false statements or confessions

12. Corruption
13. Denial of justice
14. Deprivation of liberty

5. Persecution
6. Forced Marriage
7. Religious persecution and religious

intolerance
8. Ethnic discrimination
9. Inhumane and degrading prison

conditions

15. Forcible exile
16. Denial of medical treatment/Fraudulent

medical treatment
17. Confiscation of private property
18. Misappropriation of assets
19. Denial of access to food
20. Enforced disappearance

1. Arbitrary arrest and detention (including
incommunicado)

2. Torture, including rape, sexual abuse,
and ill treatment

3. Extrajudicial killing
4. Cruel, inhumane, and degrading

treatment (leading to death)

21. Forced abortion
22. Forced labour (including sex trafficking)
23. Sexual and Gender-Based violence

(sexual assault, sexual abuse, sexual
exploitation)

24. Detention under inhumane and
degrading conditions

https://www.aneked.org/trrc-final-digest-digital-infographic
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Top 20 Persons Mentioned

NAME STATUS ORGANISATION
Yahya Jammeh Alive Gambia National Army, AFPRC Junta 

Chairman; Office of the President

Edward Singhateh Alive Gambia National Army; AFPRC Junta 
Second Vice Chairman, Minister of 
Forestry and Environment

Yankuba Touray Alive Gambia National Army; AFPRC Junta 
Member; Minister of Local Government 
and Lands

Sanna Sabally Alive Gambia National Army, AFPRC Junta First 
Vice President

Sadibou Hydara Deceased Gambia National Army, AFPRC Junta 
Member

All the 34 Junglers 
named*

Gambia National Army; Gambia Police 
Force

Ousman Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force, Minister of Interior

Isatou Njie-Saidy Alive Office of the President

Baboucarr Jatta Alive Gambia National Army

Abdoulie Kujabi Alive National Intelligence Agency, (NIA)

Yankuba Badjie Alive National Intelligence Agency

Lamin Bo Baaji Alive Gambia National Army; National 
Intelligence Agency

Daba Marenah Deceased National Intelligence Agency

David Colley Alive Gambia Prison Services

Tamsir Mbowe Alive Health Ministry; Presidential Alternative 
Treatment Programme

Tambajiro Alive Witch-hunter

Ansumana Jammeh Alive Presidential Alternative Treatment 
Programme

Mama Fatima Singateh Alive Ministry of Justice

Lamin Babadinding 
Jobarteh

Alive National Intelligence Agency,
Minister of Justice

Yankuba Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force

*See Annex 1: List of Junglers

74 women witnesses
63 female victims
16 protected witnesses
5 female protected witnesses 
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34
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Casamance, Senegal

Senegal

THE GAMBIA

The numbers listed represent places located in the same town or village

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Armitage High School & Janjanbureh Prison (Janjanbureh, Central River Region South)
Bajagar (Foni Bintang Karanai district, West Coast Region)
Bansang Hospital (Bansang, Central River Region South)
Barra Beach, Barra Police Station & Fort Bullen (Barra, North Bank Region)
Basse Police Station (Basse, Upper River Region)
Brikama Police Station, Brikama Mosque, Brikamaba Health Centre, Nyambai Forest & 
Solo Bojang’s range (Brikama, West Coast Region)
Brikama Ba Police Station (Brikamaba, Central River Region South)
Brufut (Ghana Town, West Coast Region)
Brusubi Police Station & Turntable (Brusubi, West Coast Region)
Busumbala (West Coast Region)
Bwiam Police Station (Bwiam, West Coast Region) 
Casamance (Senegal)
Cashew Farm, Farafenni Barracks & Farafenni Police Station (Farafenni, North Bank Region)
Counter Terrorism Unit (Bijilo, West Coast Region)
Dobong (Foni Kansala, West Coast Region)
Essau (North Bank Region)
Jambanjelly (West Coast Region)
Jambur (West Coast Region)

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

Soma Police Station (Soma, Lower River Region)
Yahya Jammeh’s Farm, Kanilai (West Coast Region)
Karantaba Police Station (Sami District, Central River Region North) 
Karrol (Foni Kansala district, West Coast Region)
Kaur Police Station, Kaur (Central River Region North)
Kerr Mot Ali (North Bank Region)
Kiang Kuli Kunda (Lower River Region)
Makumbaya (West Coast Region)
Mansakonko Police Station, Mansakonko CourtHouse (Lower River Region)
Njau Police Station, Njau (Central River Region North)
Sabach Sanjal (Central River Region North)
Sanyang Beach (West Coast Region)
Sibanor Police Station (West Coast Region)
Tanji Bird Reserve (West Coast Region)
Tujereng (West Coast Region)
Wellingara Ba (Lower River Region)
Yundum Barracks & Yundum Police Station (West Coast Region)

GBA
WCR
NBR
LRR
CRR
URR

Greater Banjul Area 
West Coast Region 
North Bank Region 
Lower River Region 
Central River Region 
Upper River Region

NBR

LRR

CRR

URR
GBA
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8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

GREATER BANJUL AREA*

Some of the places listed are located next or very close to one another. For ease of reference, they are therefore listed under the same number

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Abuko Police Station (Abuko)
Army Headquarters, Attorney General Chambers, Banjul Police Headquarters, Banjul Police Station, 
Banjul Port, Criminal Investigation Department Office, Royal Victoria Teaching Hospital, Supreme Court, 
Ministry of Justice, Military Police, Marine Unit/Navy Headquarters, Bambadinka + NIA Headquarters, 
National Assembly, State House, State Guard Hospital/Military Hospital, Saint Augustine High School (Banjul)
Baba Jobe’s Compound & Kololi Tavern (Kololi)
Bakau Police Station (Bakau)
Bambadinka**, Jeshwang Cemetery, Jeshwang Prison & Special Detention Centre behind Jeshwang Prison (Jeshwang) 
Bundung Police Station (Bundung)
Holgam Detention Centre, Independent Newspaper, Kanifing Magistrate Court, Kanifing PIU Camp, 
Police Investigation Unit PIU Headquarters, Red Cross, Gambia Technical Training Institute GTTI, Supreme Islamic 
Council Headquarters & Kanifing Police Station (Kanifing)

*Greater Banjul Area covers Banjul and all cities in the Kanifing Municipality of The Gambia.
**Multiple witnesses referred to locations called “Bambadinka”, which means “Crocodile hole” or “lair” in Mandinka.

8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Denton Bridge
Westfield Junction
Bond Road (Banjul)
Kotu Police Station (Kotu)
Tallinding Police Station & London Corner (Serrekunda)
Mile 2 Prison, Mile 2 Prison Investigation Unit
Serrekunda Police Station (Serrekunda)
Sanna Sabally’s residence (Fajara)
Serrekunda General Hospital, Jimpex 
N’demban Clinic (Bakau)

Arch 22

Jeshwang Cemetery

Westfield

Kachikally 
Crocodile Pool

Monkey Park
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Human Rights Violations
Arbitrary arrests and detentions 
Torture
Detentions under inhuman and degrading conditions
Extrajudicial killing 
Enforced disappearance 

Places
Denton Bridge 
State House 
Fajara Barracks
Yundum Barracks 
Mile 2 Prison 
Nyambai Forest
National Intelligence Agency 
Bambandinka 2
Home of Omar Amadou Jallow (OJ Jallow)

Soldiers with a Difference
The Armed Forces Provisional Ruling Council (AFPRC) Junta

The first three-week session of public hearings of the Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission, 
TRRC, on the theme “Soldiers with a Difference” was primarily dedicated to testimonies on the July 22nd 
military takeover that brought then Lieutenant Yahya Jammeh and members of the military Junta (which 
later became the Armed Forces Provisional Ruling Council, AFPRC) to power. 

The Military Junta that took power in 1994
Back (from left to right ): Yankuba Touray, Edward Singhateh, Sadibou Hydara
Front: Yahya Jammeh (left), Sanna Sabally (right)
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The soldiers that led the coup were composed of 
junior officers and lieutenants of the army namely 
then 2nd Lieutenant Edward Singhateh, Lieutenant 
Sanna Sabally, Lieutenant Basirou Barrow, 2nd 
Lieutenant Alpha Kinteh, 2nd Lieutenant Sadibou 
Hydara, 2nd Lieutenant Alhagie Kanteh and 
Lieutenant Yahya Jammeh. 

They purportedly held several meetings including 
one in May 1994 at Kudang Barracks and later at 
Yundum Barracks to organise the coup. Major 
disagreements were reported between them, 
with Edward Singhateh said to be in favour of a 
“Ghana style” coup where officials of the ruling 
People’s Progressive Party, PPP, would be arrested 
and executed, whereas others such as then 2nd 
Lieutenant Alhagie Kanteh supported a bloodless 
coup. 

According to testimonies, the coup was to take 
place on 21st July 1994 at the airport, the day 
President Jawara was to return from his overseas 
trip and the American marine was supposed to 
have an amphibious landing around Denton Bridge. 
However, the National Security Service, NSS, having 
had information about the coup, disarmed Edward 
Singhateh and Yahya Jammeh that day. The men 
who were neither arrested nor detained after the 
airport incident, regrouped that same night and 
proceeded with their plan to remove the Jawara 
government the next day. 

The soldiers that led the coup broke into the 
armoury the morning of 22nd July 1994, armed 
themselves and headed out towards State House. 
It was reported that the heavily armed soldiers that 
led the coup were unprepared, drunk and unstable. 
Amadou Suwareh, the second witness to testify, 
told the Commission that the soldiers were heavily 
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armed and he was under the impression that Yahya 
Jammeh, Edward Singhateh and Tumbul Tamba 
were drunk. 

The soldiers found little resistance from the police 
force who were reportedly not a match in terms 
of weaponry. It was reported that a leader was 
not identified during the planning stages but after 
the coup, Yahya Jammeh became the leader of the 
AFPRC by virtue of his higher ranking in the army at 
the time.

The witnesses’ testimonies provided evidence that 
put the Commission in a good position to understand 
the background and context within which the 1994 
coup happened. These were highlighted by witness 
Alhagie Kanteh as follows:

• the Gambian soldiers from the Liberia 
peacekeeping mission were frustrated upon 
their return to The Gambia because of unpaid 
allowances; 

• some mutinies took place around that time, 
which had an impact on the leadership of the 
army; 

• nepotism, cronyism, corruption within the army 
which affected the trust in the leadership; and 

• disparity between the conditions of the 
Gambian and the Nigerian officers who were 
occupying senior positions. 

Other witnesses voiced similar failures and policy 
lapses as well as complaints of poor welfare and 
working conditions of soldiers in terms of low 
salaries, poor food and poor housing, conditions 
which contributed to the success of the coup. One 
such witness was the unidentified witness who 
attributed the challenges to the fact that the army 

was new and everyone was learning – from the 
command to the last soldier and expectations were 
high. The witness also said he believed only that 
the top level soldiers were not happy as officers 
from the Nigerian Army Training and Advisory 
Group, NATAG, had taken their positions and were 
in control.

Testimonies were heard from 13 witnesses, all male. 
12 testified in-person, one via video conferencing/
Skype. One witness was an unidentified witness. 
11 witnesses were from the security apparatus 
(army/police/prisons) - two active duty at the time 
of testimony, nine were retired or dismissed. Nine 
witnesses were victims - seven security agents, two 
were civilians.

Among the security officers that testified, about a 
third of them such as Ebrima Chongan were against 
the coup and attempted to stop the coupist from 
succeeding, while the rest were either part of or 
joined Yahya Jammeh and the Junta soon after 
and assisted during the first weeks of military rule 
before they had a fall out with the Junta and ended 
up in Mile 2 Prison, detained without charge under 
inhuman and degrading conditions. It may be 
interesting to note that Ebrima Chongan who was 
the Assistant Inspector General at the time, in an 
interview in May 2021 is reported to have said that 
the coup “...was never a Revolution but a mutiny 
that succeeded to become a coup”

Captain Mamat O Cham, Ebrima Chongan and RSM 
Baboucarr Malick Jeng were reported severely 
tortured and mock executed at Mile 2 Prison 
by Sadibou Hydara, Edward Singhateh, Peter 
Singhateh, Yankuba Touray and their orderlies 
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led by Sanna Sabally on the 6th September 1994, 
which was dubbed “night of terror” by inmates in 
the prison at that time. This story was corroborated 
by other witnesses.

Witnesses also gave testimony as to the 
circumstances surrounding the creation of the 
Gambian security services, how and why the coup 
was planned; how the coup unfolded on 22nd July 
1994, how the coup leadership was constituted, 
and what happened to key players both within 
the military council and in the ousted People’s 
Progressive Party government and its supporters 
and sympathisers in the immediate aftermath of 
the coup. 

Witnesses who testified also referred to the 11th 
November 1994 foiled coup when council members 
attacked Fajara and Yundum Barracks to stop an 
alleged counter coup. Some soldiers at the barracks 
were arrested, others executed and buried at 
different locations including Yundum Barracks. 
Others were reportedly buried at Fajara Barracks 
and some at Nyambai Forest in Brikama. 

The arrest and torture of Sanna Sabally and 
Sadibou Hydara at Mile 2 Prison a few months after 
the 11th November executions were also attested 
to, as well as the multiple arrests and persecutions  
some of the witnesses were subjected to over the 
years. Ebrima Baba Cambi for example told the 
Commission that he was eventually charged with 
treason and court martialled. He, however, was 
re-arrested and taken back to Mile 2 the same day 
he was acquitted of the treason charges against 
him and remained in prison until after the 1996 
elections and was still on bail on the time of his 

testimony before the Commission. He added that he 
continued to be monitored by the security services 
after his release. In the TRRC Final Report, the 
Commission recommended that the laws relevant 
to the granting of bail be reviewed.6 

The session ended with the testimony of  two 
civilian victims, Batch Samba Jallow and Omar 
Amadou Jallow (OJ Jallow). Batch Samba Jallow, a 
former school headmaster, was arrested for being 
a sympathizer of the former PPP. He gave account 
of the brutal torture he was put through including 
electrocution of various parts of his body; being 
hit in his genitals with a rock, made to drink his 
own urine and dragged around the concrete floor 
covered with broken pieces of glass. Mr. Batch 
Samba Jallow testified that he was detained for 
over 14 months before being charged with sedition. 
The charge was later changed to treason by then 
Deputy Director of Public Prosecution, Fatou 
Bensouda but it was eventually dropped due to lack 
of evidence. He was dismissed from his job after 
which he escaped to Senegal where he was helped 
by the UN to seek asylum to the US.

OJ Jallow, a minister during the regime of President 
Dawda Jawara at the time of the coup, was arrested 
and detained over 22 times and tortured during 
some of these detentions. He was unsuccessfully 
prosecuted multiple times. His wife was also 
arrested twice as well as five of his friends who 
were seriously tortured by the NSS. One of them, 
Momodou Jallow, died about a week after his torture 
as a result of the injuries he sustained from the 
torture. The TRRC in the final report recommended 
the prosecution of the AFPRC Junta members, 
namely Yahya Jammeh, Sanna B. Sabally, Edward 

6See TRRC Final Report Volume 2
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Singhateh and Yankuba Touray for the unlawful 
arrest, detention and torture of Omar OJ Jallow, 
M.C Cham and others detained in Fajara Barracks.7 

The Commission in the final report suggested that 
decrees susceptible to rights violations and abuses 
be repealed.8 

In his closing remarks at the end of his testimony, 
OJ Jallow urged people to support the TRRC process 
and respect their recommendations, adding that 
we should never allow this to be done in this 
country again. Nevertheless, in September 2021, 
he endorsed an alliance between President Adama 
Barrow’s National People’s Party, NPP, and the 
Alliance for Patriotic Reorientation Construction, 
APRC, Yahya Jammeh’s political party ahead of the 
December presidential elections. He is reported 
to have said by the Standard Newspaper that 
he was happy to sit on the same platform with 
Fabakary Tombong Jatta, Dodou Jah, Rambo Jatta 
and Yankuba Colley, APRC executive members who 
consistently undermined the TRRC and the truth-
seeking process.

During the first session, 19 persons were mentioned9 
as perpetrators of and/or accessory to gross human 
rights violations committed during the coup and 
the early aftermath. Some of the people mentioned 
such as retired Colonel Momodou Badjie10 took 
to the media to refute allegations against him by 
one of the witnesses. In his refuting statement 
reported by the Standard Newspaper published on 
23rd January 2019,11 the retired Colonel said “…
allegation associating me to that tragic night, was 
totally false, malicious and deceitful. I can testify 
at any court of law that the anonymous witness’s 
statement regarding my presence at this horrific 

scene was unfounded and pure distortion of the 
facts…I was serving as Divisional Commissioner 
in Mansakonko during the 11th November, 1994 
incident…I learnt this alleged senseless killing of 
the members of the GNA with shock and trauma, 
even more traumatic for me, was when I learnt 
the killing of the alleged Counter-Coup leader Lt. 
Bassirou Barrow, who was not only my colleague 
in the Armed Forces but also my best friend…There 
is no way that I could be present at the senseless 
killing of my own brother or any of his associates…”

The reaction evoked a cautionary message from 
the TRRC Chair, Dr. Lamin J. Sise who stated that 
the TRRC had the mandate to afford all adversely 
mentioned persons the opportunity to state their 
side of the story.

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

In his testimony, Amadou Suwareh said he spoke 
with Ebrima Chongan on two separate occasions 
after the officers reached Banjul while Chongan 
said he had no recollection of these conversations. 
In his recollection of Amadou Suwareh’s role on the 
day of the coup and his interactions with the coup 
makers at Denton Bridge, Dr. Binneh Minteh stated 
that he was under the impression that Amadou 
Suwareh was captured and held against his will 
while Suwareh’s explanation of the same event 
positioned him having taken command of both 
troops. 

Sheriff Gomez testified that Alhagie Kanteh was 
with the officers that visited them in prison on 
the night on 6th September, the “night of terror” 
when Captain Ebrima Chongan, Captain Mamat 

7See TRRC Final Report Volume 2, page 58
8See TRRC Final Report Volume 2, page 58
9See TRRC Digest Edition 1, section “Persons Mentioned” , pages 4 and 5 for the names of persons mentioned
10Colonel Badjie, former senior army officer and national security adviser to President Adama Barrow at the time of mention was mentioned by 
11https://standard.gm/col-momodou-badjie-debunks-unidentified-trrc-witness/
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Cham and RSM Baboucarr Malick Jeng were beaten 
and severely tortured. Alhagie Kanteh was not 
mentioned as being among the visitors by any of 
the other witnesses and Kanteh refuted this during 
his testimony. He said he was a detainee at Mile 2 
at that time. 

Bubacarr Jatta, then prison medic at Mile 2 Prison 
mentioned Sadibou Hydara and Sanna Sabally 
being brought to Mile 2 Prison after the Farafenni 
attack, which was in 1996. This conflicts with the 
testimonies given by other witnesses who were 
detained at Mile 2 immediately after 22nd July 1994. 
They recalled Sanna Sabally and Sadibou Hydara 
being brought “a few months after” they arrived at 
Mile 2. Based on our research, Sanna Sabally and 
Sadibou Hydara were arrested in January 1995.



|18

Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Alhagie Martin Lagos Alive Gambia National 

Army

Baba Saho Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Baboucarr Jatta Alive Gambia National 
Army

Daba Marenah Deceased National Intelligence 
Agency

Edward Singhateh Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC 
Junta Second Vice 
Chairman; Minister 
of Forestry and 
Environment

Peter Singhateh Alive Gambia National 
Army

Sadibou Hydara Deceased Gambia National 
Army;  AFPRC Junta 
Member

Sanna Sabally Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
First Vice Chairman

Yahya Jammeh Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
Chairman; Office of 
the President

Yankuba Touray Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
Member; Minister of 
Local Government 
and Lands
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Human Rights Violations
Extrajudicial killing 
Enforced disappearance
Torture 
Inhuman and degrading prison conditions 
Arbitrary arrest and detention 
Confiscation of private property 
(infringement to the right to property) 

Places
Yundum Barracks 
Fajara Barracks 
Nyambai Forest Near Sifoe area
Residence of Yankuba Touray Around Kerr Serign 
Mile 2 Prison
Kairaba Police Station 
National Intelligence Agency 
Police Headquarters
Special Detention Centre behind Jeshwang Prison 
Janjanbureh Prison

 November 11th, 1994 Attempted Coup 

Session 2 of the Truth Reconciliation and Reparations 
Commission, TRRC ran from 12th to 28th February 
2019. Some witnesses testified about the 22nd July 
1994 coup and the arbitrary arrests, detention 
and torture that individuals (including some of the 
witnesses) were subjected to, notably in January 
1995, October 1995 and March- April 2006 after 
the alleged failed coup. However, the primary 
focus of the session was hearings on the alleged 
11th November 1994 failed coup to understand the 
circumstances that led to the planning of the failed 
coup, how the events unfolded, what happened to 
those suspected of planning the coup and the role 
that those who opposed the coup played.

In his testimony about the 22nd July 1994 coup, 
former minister and politician, Momodou Cadi 
Cham (commonly known as MC Cham) and 
Member of Parliament at the time, Lamin Waa 
Juwara discussed their arrest and detention when 
they publicly made negative statements against the 
military Junta after the coup. RSM Baboucarr Malick 
Jeng, then aide de camp to President Jawara, added 
his voice to the reasons why the 1994 coup was 
planned and carried out. He  also talked about his 

torture and mock execution on the 6th September 
1994 (dubbed “night of terror” by inmates in the 
prison at that time) along with Ebrima Chongan 
and Mamat O Cham at the hands of Sanna Sabally, 
Edward Singhateh, Sadibou Hydara, Yankuba 
Touray, Peter Singhateh, Lamin Fatty, Batch Samba 
Jallow12, Ebrima Bah and their orderlies. 

According to testimonies on the 11th November 
failed coup, it was revealed that following the 22nd 
July 1994 coup, which unseated then President of 
The Gambia Sir Dawda K. Jawara and saw the rise 
of the Junta as well as the formation of the Armed 
Forces Provisional Ruling Council, AFPRC, a group of 
soldiers planned a counter coup, which eventually 
failed. Led by then Lieutenant Basirou Barrow, the 
soldiers were reported to have been dissatisfied 
with the AFPRC because they failed to fulfill the 
promises made to them during the 22nd July 1994 
coup. Some of the promises made were salary 
increments, better welfare and promotions for the 
soldiers. There were also concerns regarding the 
human rights abuses and violations in the country 
under the AFPRC. 

12Not to be confused with Batch Samba Jallow who testified in Session1 regarding his arrest, detention and torture.
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When the AFPRC first got word of the coup plot, 
they warned the soldiers about any attempts to 
overthrow them however, upon being tipped off, 
the soldiers loyal to the AFPRC, led by then Vice-
Chairman Sanna Sabally captured suspected 
coupists, tortured and executed them. Yahya 
Jammeh and the other council members then 
falsely claimed publicly that the soldiers had died 
in an attack launched against the AFPRC. 

According to the testimonies, in the late night of 
10th November/morning of 11th November 1994, 
10 of the soldiers accused of planning the coup 
were extrajudicially killed, namely: Lieutenant 
Basirou Barrow, Lieutenant Gibril Saye, Lieutenant 
Abdoulie Dot Faal, Sergeant Ebrima (Ebou M) 
Ceesay, Lieutenant Buba Jammeh,13 Sergeant Fafa 
Nyang, Lieutenant Lamin Darboe, Sergeant Basirou 
Camara, Lieutenant Bakary Sanneh/Nyancho and 
Cadet Amadou Sillah. Their remains were buried in 
various locations including Yundum Barracks and 
Nyambai forest in Brikama. 

In the TRRC Final Report, the Commission 
recommended that Yahya Jammeh, Sanna Sabally, 
Yankuba Touray, Edward Singhateh, Baboucarr Jatta, 
Peter Singhateh and Papu Gomez be prosecuted 
as appropriate for the crimes they committed 
against the captured countercoupists. Noting that 
some of the perpetrators who testified may be 
eligible for amnesty, the TRRC recommended that 
“this recommendation should therefore, be read 
together with the relevant recommendations for 
amnesty or negotiated immunity given in order to 
assist eventual prosecution.”14 In the case where 
a person mentioned above is granted amnesty or 
immunity from prosecution, the Commission in the 

13Not the same person as Buba Jammeh alias Kanilai, cousin to Yahya 
Jammeh, who reportedly warned the AFPRC about the planned coup.
14See TRRC Final Report Volume 3, page 71
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final report recommended that the person should 
be banned from taking a position or employment 
with the Gambia Government.15 

The session also discussed the murder of former 
Minister of Finance Ousman Koro Ceesay. Demba 
Njie, former Chief of Staff at State House, was the 
first witness to talk about the extrajudicial killing of 
former Minister of Finance Ousman Koro Ceesay in 
June 1995 and the circumstances surrounding it. He 
explained that he was out of the country with Yahya 
Jammeh at the time of Ousman Koro Ceesay’s death 
but he suspected foul play when Lang Tombong 
Tamba called to tell him the news of Koro’s death. 
Witness Alhagie Kanyi, an army corporal at the 
time, testified before the TRRC and confessed to 
participating in the beating to death of Koro Ceesay 
along with Peter Singhateh, Edward Singhateh and 
Yankuba Touray at Yunkuba’s residence. The latter, 
in July 2021, was found guilty and sentenced to 
death16 by hanging for the murder of Ousman Koro 
Ceesay. In the TRRC Final report, the Commission 
acknowledged that Yankuba Touray has been 
indicted for his role in the murder of Ousman Koro 
Ceesay and therefore made no recommendation 
against him.17 Those recommended by the TRRC in 
the final report for prosecution are Yahya Jammeh, 
Edward Singhateh, Peter Singhateh and Yankuba 
Touray.18 The Commission suggested that Alhagie 
Kanyi,  BK Jatta and Pa Alieu Gomez be banned 
from holding public office for a minimum period of 
10 years in the event they are granted amnesty.19 

In the course of this session, 12 men testified, of 
whom six were victims, two were perpetrators and 
four were witnesses to the events discussed. All 
persons who testified were invited or voluntarily 

offered to testify. Six of these witnesses were 
residents in Europe or North America at the time of 
their testimony, three of whom testified via video 
conferencing while the other three were flown in 
by the TRRC to testify. The TRRC executive reported 
at the end of the second session that though they 
have had statements taken from female witnesses, 
they were not successful in convincing them to 
publicly testify thus far.

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Bubacarr Bah referred to Saturday 12th November 
1994 as the day the captured soldiers were executed 
by the Junta members according to information he 
received. In the TRRC Final Report, the Commission 
suggested that the Amnesty Committee grant 
amnesty to Bubacarr Bah.20 According to other 
witnesses who discussed the event during the 
hearings, the executions took place in the late night 
of 10th November/ morning of 11th November 
1994, which also concurs with our own research. 

Sait Darboe stated that according to information 
he received, Basirou Barrow had been shot in the 
head by Edward Singhateh which conflicted with 
the testimony of Abdoulie J Darboe in which he said 
having witnessed Alhagie Kanyi shooting Basirou 
Barrow in the forehead. 

Alhagie Kanyi stated that Basirou Barrow and 
Abdoulie Dot Faal were already dead when they 
arrived at Yundum Barracks. This contradicted the 
testimony of Abdoulie J Darboe who said he was in 
the truck (as he had survived the shootings) with 
the severely injured Basirou Barrow and Abdoulie 
Dot Faal. 

15See TRRC Final report Volume 3, page 71 
16There is a moratorium on death penalty in the Gambia since 2012 but capital punishment remains in the law of the land. For a decade, it has systematically been commuted 
to life imprisonment.
17See TRRC Final Report Volume 4, page 43
18See TRRC Final Report Volume 4, page 43
19See TRRC Final Report Volume 4, page 43
20See TRRC Final Report Volume 3, page 58
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Alhagie Kanyi also said he was asked to shoot Basirou 
Barrow and Abdoulie Dot Faal whilst Abdoulie J 
Darboe testified that Alhagie Kanyi asked for a gun. 

On the killing of Basirou Barrow and Fafa Nyang, 
Alhagie Kanyi confessed to having shot at them on 
the orders of Edward Singhateh and that Edward 
Singhateh also fired. Witness Abdoulie J Darboe 
on the other hand stated that he saw a group of 
soldiers beating Fafa Nyang, breaking his back. The 
group of soldiers included Alhagie Kanyi, Lamin 
Colley, Babucarr Sanyang and Buba Jammeh alias 
Kanilai. Fafa Nyang was subsequently thrown alive 
into a pit. The group of soldiers threw stones at 
Fafa Nyang whilst he was trying to get up. Abdoulie 
J Darboe said Lamin Colley then deliberately shot 
Sergeant Fafa Nyang and killed him. 

Abdoulie J Darboe declared that when they came 
back from Yundum Barracks, after the executions 
Alhagie Kanyi who was covered in blood said 
“I have bastared people, today I have bastared 
them”. Alhagie Kanyi did not make mention of this 
particular event. 

Alhagie Kanyi did not recall seeing Momodou Badjie 
at Yundum Barracks nor at Nyambai forest on the 
day which conflicted with Sait Darboe’s account of 
Momodou Badjie being present. 

Demba Njie mentioned 1996 as the year Ousman 
Koro Ceesay was killed. However, according to 
testimonies from other witnesses and from our 
own research, Ousman Koro Ceesay was killed in 
June 1995.
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Alhagie Kanyi Mofa Kanyi Alive Gambia National 

Army

Baboucarr Jatta Alive Gambia National 
Army

Edward Singhateh Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC 
Junta Second Vice 
Chairman; Minister 
of Forestry and 
Environment

John C.B Mendy J.C.B Mendy Alive Gambia National 
Army

Paul Papu Gomez Alive Gambia National 
Army

Peter Singhateh Alive Gambia National 
Army

Sabidou Hydara Deceased Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
Member

Sanna Sabally Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
First Vice Chairman

Yahya Jammeh Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
Chairman; Office of 
the President

Yankuba Touray Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
Member; Minister of 
Local Government 
and Lands
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Human Rights Violations
Arbitrary arrest and detention
Torture 
Detention under inhuman and degrading conditions 
Extrajudicial killing 
Enforced Disappearance

Places
Fajara Barracks   
Yundum Barracks   
Kairaba Police Station 
Soma Police Station   
Mansakonko Police Station   
Farafenni Police Station 
Janjanbureh Prison   
Jeshwang Prison   
Mile 2 Prison   
Bakau Barracks 
Nyambai Forest near Sifo area   
National Intelligence Agency    
Criminal Investigation Department Office, Banjul
Bambadinka in Jewshang 
Army Headquarters   
Yankuba Touray’s Residence   
Military Police

 November 11th, 1994 Attempted Coup 

The third session or the TRRC’s public hearings 
started on 11th March and ended 28th March 2019. 
The Commission continued to focus on the alleged 
11th November 1994 failed coup in an attempt to 
unearth the truth about who the main actors were, 
and ultimately, the whereabouts of those who 
were forcibly disappeared during that event. The 
Commission also continued hearings on the killing 
of then Minister of Finance , Ousman Koro Ceesay 
in June 1995. 

The Commission also heard additional testimonies 
on the 22nd July 1994 coup, which helped paint a 
better picture of the circumstances surrounding 
the coup including the institutional failures, policy 
lapses and poor judgment. The testimonies also 
suggested the swift disillusionment within the 
ranks of the 22nd July coup makers that led to the 
tragic events of 11th November 1994.

Eighteen witnesses testified in this session and 
for the first time, women shared their stories and 
ordeals before the Commission. The seven women 
were all victims, relatives of those tortured, 
summarily executed/forcibly disappeared during 
the Yahya Jammeh regime.  Five of the women were 
widows of Basirou Barrow, Gibril Saye, Abdoulie 
Dot Faal, Abdoulie Bah, alleged 11th November 
1994 foiled coup plotters, who recounted the pain 
of abruptly losing a loved one and the stigma they 
suffered from the wrongful accusation against their 
husbands. 

Kaddy Camara testified that her civilian husband, 
who was arrested on the accusation of collecting 
rent money for former Vice-President Saihou 
Sabally and disappeared for over a year, told them 
that he was castrated during his detention and 
that he was beaten every morning with a rope tied 
around his neck, as they tried to get him to confess 
to collecting the rent money.
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Two sitting civilian ambassadors at the time and 
senior military officers also testified. Mafugie 
Sonko, the Gambia Gendarmerie driver who drove 
the alleged failed coup plotters and one of the 
most memorable witnesses to appear before the 
Commission, explained how one day, while he 
was detained at Mile 2 Prison awaiting trial, David 
Colley, the Commissioner of Prison handed him a 
prison jumper and moved him to the main prison 
yard where he remained as a prisoner without any 
paperwork or trial for nine years.  

Three witnesses who were adversely mentioned in 
sessions 1 and 2 in relation to gross human rights 
violations committed, John Charles B Mendy (J.C.B 
Mendy), Lamin Colley and Ensa Mendy were also 
invited to testify before the Commission. They 
allegedly participated in the torture and killing 
of soldiers on 10th /11th November 1994.  Ensa 
Mendy was alleged to have been posted at Yankuba 
Touray’s house on 22nd June 1995, the night 
Ousman Koro Ceesay was killed. 

About a couple of weeks after his testimony, J.C.B. 
Mendy was arrested and detained at the request of 
the Ministry of Justice for “...attempting to leave the 
country… for Casamance in the southern region of 
Senegal through the Giboro/Sileti border crossing.” 
His employment with the Gambia Civil Aviation 
Authority where he worked as chief of security at the 
time he was testifying was also terminated on the 
recommendations of the Ministry of Justice. In the 
TRRC Final Report, the Commission recommended 
that John Charles (J.C.B Mendy), Lamin Colley and 
Ensa Mendy be banned from taking up any position 
or employment with the Gambia Government for 
ten years.21 

21See TRRC Final Report Volume 3, page 71
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Witness Lamin Colley who claimed he accidentally 
killed Sergeant Fafa Nyang while several witnesses 
testified that he deliberately shot and killed Fafa 
Nyang was dismissed from the army three weeks 
after his testimony on recommendations of the 
Ministry of Justice. 

Three persons testified via video conference/
Skype and one person was flown in. During the 
session, 35 persons were adversely mentioned as 
perpetrators of and/or accessory to gross human 
rights violations committed. It was anticipated that 
at least one institutional hearing would take place, 
however this did not materialize. 

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

JCB Mendy

The testimony of John Charles B Mendy, also known 
as J.C.B. Mendy, conflicted with the testimony 
of Babucarr Malick Jeng (from session 2) who 
mentioned him as having escorted and tortured 
Sanna Sabally and Sadibou Hydara in January 1995 
along with Edward Singhateh, Lamin Fatty, Batch 
Samba Jallow, Alhagie Kanyi, Papu Gomez, Alpha 
Bah, Mustapha “Churro” Touray, Baboucar Mboob, 
Jali Musa Susso, Lamaranah Jallow, Medic Colley 
and Yunusa Barry. 

Furthermore, he was named by Alhagie Kanyi 
(session 2) as having participated in the burial of the 
executed soldiers on 11th November 1994, which 
he denied. The findings of the TRRC indicated that 
there is a blame game ongoing between Alhagie 
Kanyi and JCB Mendy. The Commission found both 
culpable for the killings.22 

Bubacarr Sanyang (session 3) also mentioned JCB 
Mendy as being present during the killing of Fafa 
Nyang at Yundum Barracks. 

J.C.B. Mendy was also said (in session 2) to being 
present and to having participated in the torture of 
detainees on 6th September 1994, dubbed “Night 
of Terror” by detainees which he denied.

Lamin Colley 

Abdoulie J Darboe (session 2) stated that he had 
seen Lamin Colley among others beating Fafa 
Nyang, breaking his back and throwing him alive 
into a pit. The group of soldiers threw stones at 
Fafa Nyang whilst he was trying to get up. Abdoulie 
J Darboe said Lamin Colley then deliberately shot 
Sergeant Fafa Nyang and killed him. 

Momodou Lamin Bah (session 3) also said that 
Lamin Colley had deliberately shot Fafa Nyang. 

Babucarr Sanyang (session 3) testified that he saw 
Lamin Colley and Babucarr Mboob (military police 
personnel) drag the lifeless bodies of Basirou 
Camara and Ebou (EM) Ceesay. Whilst Lamin Colley 
(session 3) stated that aside from Fafa Nyang, he 
did not see anyone else killed or heard of any other 
killings on the day until a few days later when he 
heard soldiers were captured and taken out to the 
bush to be killed. 

Ensa Mendy (session 3) said that as Fafa Nyang 
“was struggling”, Lamin Colley shot him in the head 
deliberately. He confirmed the shot could not have 
been accidental because a well-trained military 
man knows that each gun has a safety-catch. 

22See TRRC Final Report Volume 3, page 70
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The witness agreed with the suggestion that an 
accidental discharge made by Lamin Colley was a 
fallacy. According to findings of the TRRC in the final 
report, Fafa Nyang was killed by Lamin Colley and 
Edward Singhateh on the orders and instructions 
of Sanna Sabally and Edward Singhateh as agreed 
upon by members of the Council.23 

Babucarr Sanyang Abdoulie J Darboe (session 2) 
stated that a few minutes later he heard shouting 
around the cook house and saw a group of soldiers 
including Babucarr Sanyang and others (Alhagie 
Kanyi, Lamin Colley, Buba Jammeh alias Kanilai) 
beating Fafa Nyang, breaking his back and throw 
him alive into a pit. 

Sait Darboe (session 2) testified that the dead 
bodies of Basirou Barrow and Abdoulie Dot Faal 
were dragged to the pit by Babucarr Sanyang, 
Alhagie Kanyi, and others whose names he could 
not remember.

Bubacarr Sanyang testified that the ditches had 
been dug prior to the July 1994 coup as they were 
to build toilets whereas M.L. Bah (session 3) said 
he saw the council members go around the fence 
behind the cook house and map out a place to bury 
bodies.

Modou Lamin Bah

Contrary to other testimonies (including that of 
Sheriff Gomez) that stated that Adjutant Sheriff 
Gomez had been arrested and had the keys taken 
from him under threat, Modou Lamin Bah stated 
that soldiers had already broken into the armoury 

and were fully armed when Adjutant Sheriff Gomez 
arrived in the early morning on 22nd July 1994.

The witness said that in the early morning of 11th 
November 1994, he saw Sanna Sabally and the 
other council members by the guardroom, holding a 
list and ordering that anybody who saw the persons 
whose names were mentioned on the list should kill 
them. The killer would have no case to answer. The 
names called out were those of Gibril Saye, Buba 
Jammeh, Lamin Darboe, Bakary Manneh Nyancho, 
L.F. Jammeh and Abdoulie Bah aka Achopi amongst 
others. However, at this stage, according to other 
testimonies, many of those that were mentioned 
(Buba Jammeh, Abdoulie Bah Achopi, Bakary 
Manneh Nyancho) had already been arrested.

Ensa Mendy 

Ensa Mendy testified that on 11th November 1994, 
at around 3-4pm the council members and the 
entourage went back to Yankuba Touray’s residence 
to rest. The Lead Counsel, Essa Faal, pointed out 
that this contradicted the evidence they had and 
that pointed to the council members being at 
Nyambai Forest around that time on that day.

Regarding the killing of Ousman Koro Ceesay in 
June 1995, Ensa Mendy testified he was part of the 
patrol sent to the beach by Yankuba Touray while 
Amat Jangum said that he was only accompanied 
by two guards and did not mention Ensa Mendy. 

Regarding the details of the patrol that night, Ensa 
Mendy mentioned that they were all armed in 
uniform when they were sent to patrol the beach 
the night Ousman Koro Ceesay was killed, which 

23See TRRC Final Report Volume 3, page 67
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contradicted Amat Jangum’s testimony stating 
that they were not armed and they were in civilian 
clothes. In fact, Amat Jangum said that the guards 
had to borrow civilian clothes from Ensa Mendy as 
they did not have any with them.
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Baba B.A Njie Alive Gambia National 

Army

Batch Samba Jallow Alive Gambia National 
Army

Edward Singhateh Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC 
Junta Second Vice 
Chairman; Minister 
of Forestry and 
Environment

Ensa Mendy Alive Gambia National 
Army

Lamin Colley Alive Gambia National 
Army

Mustapha Churro 
Touray

Alive Gambia National 
Army

Sadibou Hydara Deceased Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
Member

Sanna Sabally Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
First Vice Chairman

Yahya Jammeh Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC 
Chairman; Office of 
the President

Yankuba Touray Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
Member; Minister of 
Local Government 
and Lands
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Human Rights Violations
Arbitrary arrest and detention 
Torture including rape 
Extrajudicial killing 
Enforced disappearance
Detention under inhuman and 
degrading conditions 
Denial of justice 

Places
Denton Bridge 
Yankuba Touray’s Residence 
Yundum Barracks 
National Intelligence Agency, NIA 
Bambadinka 
Mile 2 Prison 
Jambur 
Fajara Barracks Sifo Area
Banjul Police Station 
Serrekunda Police Station 
State House 
Sanna Sabally’s Residence/Fajara Residence 
Nyambai Forest

The fourth three-week session of the TRRC started 
8th to 25th April 2019 and heard testimonies 
adding more evidence to the circumstances 
surrounding the 22nd July 1994 coup, the 
alleged 11th November 1994 failed coup and the 
extrajudicial killing of the then Minister of Finance, 
Ousman Koro Ceesay in June 1995, allegedly by the 
AFPRC members.  The session also started hearing 
evidence on the 1996 incident at Denton Bridge 
involving supporters of the United Democratic 
Party, UDP and discussed how the witnesses were 
arbitrarily arrested, detained and tortured for not 
supporting the Alliance for Patriotic Reorientation 
and Construction, APRC party. 

Six witnesses expanded on the 22nd July coup 
including 22nd coup plotter and former Vice-
Chairman of the AFPRC, Sanna Sabally, who was 
one of the highest profile witnesses to testify at 
the TRRC and one of the most mentioned alleged 
perpetrators. 

During his two-day long testimony, Sanna Sabally 
provided the Commission with what could be 
considered the most detailed accounts of the 22nd 
July 1994 coup; the events on the night of 6th 
September 1994 (the “Night of Terror”) at Mile 2 
Prison and the alleged foiled counter coup of 11th 
November 1994. He also testified about his own 
arrest, detention and torture in January 1995.

Talking about the 22nd July 199 coup, Sanna Sabally 
told the Commission that their contingency plan 
was to take civilians as hostages to negotiate talks 
with the government and get the United Nations 
to come in for their security. He refuted allegations 
that they had plans to rob the Central Bank or 
that they had a plan to execute the president and 
ministers. He also refuted allegations that the coup 
d’état was organised and executed at the behest of 
Saihou Sabally, the then Vice-President and Minister 
of Defense; Bakary B Dabo, Vice-President during 
the Jawara regime or the Nigerian army as well as 
the suggestion that Sulayman Jack was part of the 

November 11th, 1994 Attempted Coup
 22nd July 1994 Coup
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coup made by Andrew Winter, the then American 
Ambassador.

He touched on violations committed against various 
civilian individuals and though he denied some of 
the incidents put to him from previous witnesses, 
he admitted to some incidents where his convoy 
attacked road users perceived to be obstructing his 
convoy and arresting and allegedly beating civilians 
accused of insulting Yahya Jammeh and the Council 
members. One woman, Alo Bah, claimed she was 
hit by a bullet from the witness’ convoy. Sanna 
Sabally denied giving instructions for the violations 
but accepted responsibility for the acts on account 
that they were allegedly committed by his orderlies. 

The TRRC in its final report found that shortly after 
the takeover and in the very early days of the junta’s 
reign, Sanna Sabally introduced the culture of the 
intimidation and mistreatment of road users during 
his tenure as Vice Chairman of the APRC Junta. 
He and his subordinates JCB Mendy, Baboucarr 
Njie (Ponkal) among others were also responsible 
for the beating and/or injury of Abdoulie Tekanyi, 
John Njie and Fafa Ceesay. The Commission 
recommended that Sanna Sabally, along with 
Yahya Jammeh, be investigated and prosecuted 
for murder, manslaughter and other road traffic 
offences committed by them.

Expanding on the “Night of Terror”, Sanna Sabally 
refuted that Ebrima Chongan, Mamat O Cham, 
and RSM Malick Jeng were riffle butted and kicked 
when they were dragged out of their cells. He said 
that he gave the orders for them to be beaten when 
they got to security wing number 1, adding that the 
council members did not beat anyone themselves. 
They ordered the orderlies to torture the detainees 
while they oversaw the beating however, he took 
collective responsibility for the torture. 

He also shed light on the alleged mock execution, 
explaining that he had fired two shots on the 
ground as a scare tactic but he did not deliberately 
intend to give the impression that the detainees  
were executed.  

Giving his account of the 11th November 1994 
event, Sanna Sabally explained that when he was 
told by Buba Jammeh and Lance Corporal Jallow that 
some soldiers at Yundum Barracks had broken into 
the armoury and were going to arrest the council 
members, he felt betrayed and disappointed and 
after he met with the other council members to 
discuss the situation, all of them agreed to “crush 
them, to kill them”. The intention to crush the coup 
plot was corroborated by Lamin Senghore, a State 
Guard soldier at the time who allegedly participated 
in torture of the accused 11th November coupists 
and then Army Commander, Baboucarr Jatta who 
confessed to being present during the extrajudicial 
killings of the alleged failed coup plotters.

Sanna Sabally explained how the alleged coupists 
were captured and paraded before the other 
soldiers at Fajara Barracks and how he gave the 
order for them to deliberately open fire at Basirou 
Barrow and Abdoulie Dot Faal with the intention to 
execute them because they were the ringleaders. 
The rest of the soldiers, Gibril Saye, Amadou 
M. Sillah, Lamin Darboe, Bakary Manneh (aka 
Nyancho), Abdoulie Bah (aka Achopi) and Buba 
Jammeh were taken to the Brikama firing range 
and shot by Sanna Sabally, Edward Singhateh, Peter 
Singhateh, Yankuba Touray, Sadibou Hydara, their 
guards and Alhagie Kanyi. Later in his testimony, 
he denied they had committed murder and said he 
did not apologise to the families of the soldiers that 
were executed as they were in a situation of war 
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and he saw them as enemies, not captured soldiers 
that were to be treated humanely.  He said that he 
ordered for the bodies to be taken to and buried at 
Yundum Barracks and acknowledged that they were 
not given the proper burial saying “they were not 
entitled to decent treatment as they were enemies 
and enemies cannot be treated properly…”.  In the 
final report, the TRRC found Sanna Sabally, Edward 
Singhateh, Yankuba Touray and Yahya Jammeh as 
perpetrators bearing the greatest responsibility for 
the November 11 1994 incident. They were found 
responsible for the torture, assault, beatings and 
extrajudicial killings of the 11 GNA soldiers and the 
torture, beatings, arbitrary and unlawful detention 
of the five private soldiers.24

Testifying about his own victimisation, Sanna Sabally 
described the severe torture including sexual 
violence he and Sadibou Hydara were subjected 
to after they were arrested and detained at Mile 2 
Prison for insisting on handing over the country to a 
civilian government and going back to the barracks 
as originally agreed.  He gave detailed accounts of 
the various forms of torture he and Sadibou Hydara 
were subjected to get them to confess to attempting 
to kill Yahya Jammeh including being buried up to 
their neck, water boarded, and castrated after they 
were asked by Alagie Martin, Manlafi Corr, Lamin 
Senghore and Ndure to have sex with each other 
and they refused.  He told the Commission that he 
strongly believed that this particular torture led to 
Sadibou Hydara’s death as he bled constantly after 
that.

Sanna Sabally also recalled how two women he 
said were close to him25 were also arrested and 
taken to the National Intelligence Agency, NIA. The 
women later told him that the torture they were 

subjected to resulted in one of them not being able 
to conceive and the other could not have sexual 
relations after that.

At the end of his testimony, Sanna Sabally apologised 
to all the people he had tortured and expressed 
regret over the incidents, stating that he had learnt 
his lesson and would not repeat his actions of 11th 
November 1994. 

During the course of the session, the TRRC ordered 
exhumations of a mass grave at Yundum Barracks 
and recovered the corpses of seven out of the 
eleven soldiers who were executed during the 
11th November alleged counter coup. Due to lack 
of capacity and resources by the TRRC and Gambia 
Government, the exhumed remains are still waiting 
to be processed, identified and handed over to their 
families for proper burial at the time of publication.

Since his testimony, Sanna Sabally publicly reconciled 
with Edward Singhateh in a televised, live, session 
facilitated by the TRRC. TRRC Chair, Dr. Lamin Sise 
however clarified that the reconciliation was at the 
request of the two individuals though the TRRC 
was criticised for facilitating the live broadcast of 
a reconciliation between two of the highest profile 
perpetrators of human rights violations during 
the early days of the coup. Family members of the 
soldiers executed by Sabally and Singhateh on 11th 
November said that they have no forgiveness for 
the duo as they failed to accept responsibility for 
killing their loved ones nor did they show remorse.  

Up to the time of publication, Sanna Sabally is 
working as project coordinator for a German 
project, House of Hope – Africa: Trauma and Flight. 
He is said to be operating in The Gambia where he 
offers counseling to asylum-seekers or Gambians 

24See TRRC Final report Volume 3, page 68
25Sanna Sabally did not mention the names of the women during his testimony.
26See TRRC Final Report Volume 3, page 71

https://www.africa-press.net/gambia/all-news/sanna-sabally-to-reconcile-with-edward-singhatey-today
https://www.chronicle.gm/we-have-no-forgiveness-for-sana-sabally-and-edward-singhateh-11-nov-victims/
https://www.chronicle.gm/we-have-no-forgiveness-for-sana-sabally-and-edward-singhateh-11-nov-victims/
https://www.chronicle.gm/we-have-no-forgiveness-for-sana-sabally-and-edward-singhateh-11-nov-victims/
https://www.chronicle.gm/sana-sabally-in-dakar/
https://www.chronicle.gm/sana-sabally-in-dakar/
https://www.chronicle.gm/sana-sabally-in-dakar/
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intent on making a quick integration to Germany.  
The TRRC in the final report recommended that 
Sanna Sabally be prosecuted for his participation in 
the killings and tortures in the November 11 1994 
incident.26 

On the murder of former Minister of Finance 
Ousman Koro Ceesay, Ya Bajen Ceesay Jaiteh, 
Ousman Koro Ceesay’s immediate younger sister 
told the Commission that their mother had informed 
her that Koro told her that Edward Singhateh 
threatened to kill him during an argument they 
had. She also mentioned that she received a note 
from her husband at the time, Captain Cambi who 
was jailed in Mile 2 in which he told her to warn her 
brother to be careful of Edward Singhateh. She said 
Koro destroyed the note and made her promise not 
to tell their mother about its contents.

Edward Singhateh’s then bodyguard, witness Lamin 
Fatty placed Edward Singhateh at Yankuba Touray’s 
house where Koro was allegedly killed on the day of 
the incident and two police investigators working 
on the death of Koro, Muhammed L.K. Bojang, 
Head of Serious Crimes Division and Pa Mbye, 
Crime Management Coordinator, both concluded 
during their testimonies that Ousman Koro Ceesay 
was murdered and Yankuba Touray and Edward 
Singhateh were involved.

Mustapha Marong, then Attorney General and 
Minister of Justice said he believed Ousman Koro 
Ceesay’s death was connected to the 35 million 
dollars that was borrowed and negotiated with the 
Exim Bank in Taipei (Taiwan) by Ebou Jallow, then 
Spokesperson of the AFPRC government.

Lamin Kaba Bajo, then member of the AFPRC council 
and Minister of Interior, in his testimony during 

this session accepted responsibility for negligence 
in failing to investigate the death of Ousman Koro 
Ceesay but denied a statement by former Minister 
of Justice, Mustapha Marong, that Yahya Jammeh 
had effectively instructed him (Bajo) to do nothing 
about investigating Koro’s death. 

Two victims testified to being arrested, detained 
and tortured for being supporters of the opposition 
party, UDP. Demba Touray explained how trucks 
carrying UDP supporters were stopped at Denton 
Bridge by over 50 soldiers and the party t-shirts 
they were wearing burnt in front of them. The 
soldiers then went on to torture them for about 
three hours and when Yankuba Touray arrived at 
the scene, he chastised the soldiers for not knowing 
their job because he expected the UDP supporters 
to be dead by the time he arrived.  

Dembo Touray also told the Commission how 
a woman, whose breasts were slashed by the 
soldiers, died later that day and how another UDP 
supporter called Kebute Jankor also died eventually 
from the injuries he sustained from the torture. 
The second victim, Yaya Bojang also narrated how 
UDP supporters, including himself were targeted by 
Yahya Jammeh, arbitrarily arrested, tortured and 
some killed just for not supporting the AFPRC party.

When asked, Lamin Kaba Bajo admitted having 
heard about arrests of UDP supporters and 
admitted doing nothing about it. He also confessed 
to extending the detention of the arrested UDP 
supporters but claimed that this was done under 
the prevailing bad laws at the time.

During the fourth session of the TRRC hearings, 
14 persons testified including seven persons 
mentioned by witnesses in previous testimonies 
(two of whom were later victimised through their 
arbitrary arrest, detention, and torture for one); 
four victims (including one woman) and three 
witnesses to the events discussed. 
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Two persons testified via video conferencing/skype. 
During the session, 42 persons were mentioned by 
witnesses in relation to human rights violations 
committed.

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Lamin (Pa) Senghore aka Assassin 

On the 11th November 1994 event, Lamin (Pa) 
Senghore testified that Basirou Barrow and his men 
were detained in the cells in the barracks and that 
no one was beaten at this point in time, “as things 
were not settled yet” and that Abdoulie Dot Faal 
was also captured and taken to the guardroom, but 
not beaten. However, Sanna Sabally (session 4) and 
other witnesses from sessions 2 and 3 said that 
once Basirou Barrow and Abdoulie Dot Faal were 
arrested, they were mercilessly beaten. The TRRC 
in the final report recommended that Lamin (Pa) 
Senghore (alias Assassin) be banned from taking 
up a position or employment with The Gambia 
government for ten years.27 

Lamin (Pa) Senghore denied participating in the 
torture of Babucarr Sanyang and Sanna Sabally 
yet Babucarr Sanyang (session 3) identified Lamin 
Senghore as one of his torturers and Sanna Sabally 
(session 4) stated that Lamin Senghore was always 
present during his torture and he beat him with a 
hammer on several occasions among other types 
of torture meted onto him. He also accused him of 
causing the death of Sadibou Hydara. 

Lamin (Pa) Senghore was charged with perjury a 
few hours after his testimony to the Commission 
where he was called out by the Lead Counsel for 
not being truthful. 

Babucarr Mboob 

Babucarr Mboob testified that Staff Sergeant Lamin 
Gassama and Private Bala Gibba aimed at Fafa 
Nyang and then he heard one shot. He is the only 
witness to have mentioned these two in connection 
to the killing of Fafa Nyang. Babucarr Mboob also 
testified that Fafa Nyang was not grabbed, but that 
he was led running while naked and as soldiers 
were kicking him, which contradicted Ensa Mendy’s 
testimony (session 3) that said that Sergeant Fafa 
Nyang was dragged in by Alhagie Kanyi and Babucarr 
Mboob. In the final report, the TRRC noted that 
there was a blame game ongoing between Alhagie 
Kanyi and Babucarr Mboob. The Commission found 
both culpable for the killings.28

Alagie Kebbeh 

Alagie Kebbeh refuted Babucarr Sanyang’s 
testimony (session 3) that he (Alagie Kebbeh) 
had gone to Babucarr Sanyang’s house on 10th 
November 1994 and told him that along with a few 
others they were planning to remove the Council 
from power. Regarding his arbitrary arrest by Lamin 
Fatty, Batch Samba Jallow and Buba Jammeh aka 
Kanilai, Alagie Kebbeh testified that he was in the 
boot of the car for around five hours, with the car 
stopping at seemingly random intervals until their 
destination. However, Lamin Fatty stated that they 
drove around for 30 minutes. On the basis of Lamin 
Fatty’s confession, apology and participation in a 
public reconciliation with Alagie Kebbeh, the TRRC 
in the final report made no further recommendation 
against him.  

Lamin Fatty 

Lamin Fatty claimed that he did not participate 
in any of the activities up to the execution of the 

27See TRRC Final Report Volume 3, page 71
28See TRRC Final Report Volume 3, page 70
29See TRRC Final Report Volume 3, page 72
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soldiers near Sifoe area on 11th November 1994, 
which contradicted the testimony of Alhagie Kanyi 
(session 2) among others placing him there. Lamin 
Fatty also denied participating in the torture of 
detainees at Mile 2 on the night of 6th September 
1994 dubbed “Night of terror” by detainees, which 
contradicted the testimony of Babucarr Malick Jeng 
(session 2).

Babucarr Njie aka Njie Ponkal 

On the night of 6th September 1994, dubbed 
“Night of terror” by the detainees, Babucarr Njie 
claimed that the orderlies had not beaten the 
detainees which contradicted the testimonies of 
those who were tortured on that night, as well as 
Sanna Sabally’s (session 4) who stated the orderlies 
were instructed to beat the detainees. 

Babucarr Njie stated that once the captured 
soldiers were taken to Fajara Barracks and made to 
be in an extended line, Sanna Sabally alone started 
shooting sporadic rounds at the floor. While he was 
shooting, he was not controlling the muzzle of his 
rifle; a round of bullets struck Abdoulie Dot Faal 
and he fell down. The rest of the captured soldiers 
fell down and started screaming, and a few tried to 
escape. However, Sanna Sabally (session 4) testified 
that he ordered for the soldiers to shoot and they 
fired, deliberately targeting the captured soldiers. 

Babucarr Njie also stated that he was not present 
when the other soldiers were executed at Nyambai 
Forest. This sequence of events contradicts that of 
those who were present and who placed Babucarr 
Njie at Nyambai Forest and as part of those who 
had fired at the captured soldiers. 

Babucarr Njie also recalled a time he was ordered 
to go to Serrekunda police station with J.C.B. Mendy 

to collect someone and take him to Sanna Sabally’s 
residence where he (Sanna Sabally) said they should 
deal with him, which Sanna Sabally refuted in his 
testimony (session 4). In the final report, the TRRC 
recommended that Babucarr Njie (alias Njie Ponkal) 
be banned from holding a position or employment 
with the Gambia Government for ten years.30 

Lamin Kaba Bajo 

Lamin Kaba Bajo denied a statement by Mustapha 
Marong (session 4) that in his presence, Yahya 
Jammeh told Lamin Kaba Bajo to “proceed with it 
quietly’’, which he took to mean that Lamin Kaba 
Bajo was not to investigate the death of then 
Minister of Finance Ousman Koro Ceesay in June 
1995. At the time of release of this publication, 
Lamin Kaba Bajo is the president of the Gambia 
Football Federation, having been re-elected in 
August 2018.

Baboucarr Jatta 

On the events of 10th /11th November 1994, 
Baboucarr Jatta said he was picked up by Sanna 
Sabally and a convey of his orderlies from his house 
and taken to the barracks where he (Sanna Sabally) 
took him aside and showed him a notebook 
purported to have been the coup plans led by 
Basirou Barrow, whereas J.C.B. Mendy (session 3) 
and Sanna Sabally (session 4) testified that both 
J.C.B. Mendy and Dembo Gibba went to pick up 
Baboucarr Jatta and brought him back to Yundum 
Barracks. 

Baboucarr Jatta also stated that he was appointed 
Commander of the team that led the attack on 
Fajara Barracks, which contradicts Sanna Sabally’s 
testimony that he (Sanna Sabally) was in command.

30See TRRC Final Report Volume 3, page 71
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Baboucarr Jatta testified that he tried to stop 
the executions on 11th November 1994, which 
contradicts the testimonies of Sanna Sabally 
(session 4), Lamin Marong (session 3) and Momodou 
Marong. They stated that Baboucarr Jatta did not 
try to stop the executions of the captured soldiers 

Sanna Sabally 

Sanna Sabally refuted allegations made by Modou 
Lamin Bah (session 3) that they had plans to rob 
the Central Bank or that they had a plan to execute 
the president and ministers should the July 1994 
coup fail. 

Sanna Sabally also refuted allegations made 
in previous testimonies (session 2) that junior 
officers -fearing that Sanna Sabally and co. would 
be arrested- moved to Banjul on 22nd July 1994 
directly and then later brought the architects of the 
coup into the picture. 

Sanna Sabally also stated that it was untrue that 
he had told those in security wing number 4 on 
the night of 6th September 1994 dubbed “Night 
of terror” by the detainees that he had executed 
the detainees and would come back the next day 
to execute more. Witnesses in session 1 stated the 
contrary. 

He refuted allegations that there was no resistance 
from Yundum and that no shots were fired. He also 
stated that he did not compel anyone to join him 
to go to the forest, which contradicted testimonies 
given by Alhagie Kanyi (session 2) and J.C.B. Mendy 
(session 3) in which they said they were scared of 
Sanna Sabally and forced into participating in the 
executions. 

Sanna Sabally told the Commission that Captain 

Momodou Badjie (who was serving as the Security 
Adviser to President of The Gambia, Adama 
Barrow at the time of mention) was not present at 
either Yundum or Faraja Barracks during the 11th 
November 1994 event which contradicted Sait 
Darboe’s testimony (session 2) and the unidentified 
witness’ account (session 1). 

On the 10th /11th November 1994 event, Sanna 
Sabally testified that whilst at Yundum Barracks, 
the phone rang and the officer on duty, Ebrima 
Beyai, picked up. The person on the line wanted 
to know if everything was OK at Yundum Barracks 
and if Basirou Barrow had arrived, to which Ebrima 
Beyai responded yes on orders of Sanna Sabally. 
Though in line with Babucarr Njie’s statement, this 
contradicted Dr. Binneh Minteh’s testimony (session 
2) that at 10.30pm and 11.30pm, they received a 
call from Yundum Barracks. The caller claimed to 
be calling on behalf of Basirou Barrow saying that 
Basirou Barrow and others were all ready. The 
witness stated that he could tell from the caller’s 
voice that he was faking his voice. Dr. Binneh Minteh 
said he suspected it was Sanna Sabally.



37|

Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Babucarr Njie Njie Ponkal Alive Gambia National 

Army

Bala Gibba Alive Gambia National 
Army

Edward Singhateh Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC 
Junta Second VIce 
Chairman; Minister 
of Forestry and 
Environment

Lamin Gassama Alive Gambia National 
Army

Lamin Marong Alive Gambia National 
Army

Peter Singateh Alive Gambia National 
Army

Sadibou Hydara Deceased Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
Member

Sanna Sabally Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
First Vice Chairman

Yahya Jammeh Alive Gambia National 
Army, AFPRC Junta 
Chairman, Office of 
the President

Yankuba Touray Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
Member, Minister of 
Local Government 
and Lands
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Human Rights Violations
Arbitrary arrest and detention
Enforced disappearance 
Torture 
Extrajudicial killing
Detention under inhumane and degrading conditions
Corruption of justice
Misappropriation of assets

Places
National Assembly 
Janjanbureh Prison 
Mansakonko Police Station 
State House 
National Intelligence Agency (NIA) Headquarters 
Army Headquarters 
Mile 2 Prison 
Basse Police Station 
Bakau Depot 
Denton Bridge 
Atlantic Hotel 
Magistrate Court 
Banjul High Court 
Karantaba Police Station 
Yankuba Touray’s Residence In Kerr Serign 
Yundum Barracks 
Brikama 
Jeshwang Prison 
Banjul Police Headquarters 
Brikamaba Police Station

The TRRC returned for its 5th session on 10th June 
2019 and it ran until the 27th June 2019. The session 
focused on the persecution, arbitrary arrest, 
detention, torture and forced disappearance 
of perceived political opponents to the regime 
and the Alliance for Patriotic Reorientation and 
Construction, APRC.

Particular attention was given to the 22nd 
September 1996 Denton Bridge incident when the 
United Democratic Party, UDP, the main opposition 
party at the time was attacked by the APRC and the 
aftermath of the attacks. Seven of the witnesses 
that testified on this incident were UDP members 

including the party leader and treasurer, Abubacarr 
N.M Ousainou Darboe and Amadou Sanneh 
respectively. 

Three of the UDP militants that testified were 
women. They were all victims of persecution, 
arbitrary arrest and detention and/or torture. 
One of the women victims of arbitrary arrest, Binta 
Kuyateh testified that she was never told the reason 
she was arrested and detained for over 3 weeks 
but she suspected she was targeted simply because 
she used to be a vocal APRC supporter but then left 
that party to join the UDP.   

Dr. Sheriff Ceesay, proprietor of a private medical 

Attack on UDP Supporters at Denton Bridge 1996
2006 Alleged Coup
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31See TRRC Final Report Volume 7, page 114

clinic, testified to treating 115 out of the 119 
injured UDP supporters that were victims of the 
beatings and torture from Denton Bridge including 
a 16-year-old, a 60-year-old and 16 women. The Dr. 
mentioned that most of the victims that reported 
to his clinic for treatment went there at night 
which made him believe that they may have been 
afraid. In the final report, the TRRC recommended 
that Edward Singhateh and Yankuba Touray be 
prosecuted for the inhuman treatment of the UDP 
supporters at the Denton Bridge in September 
1996.31 

The session also heard testimonies from two 
victims regarding the alleged March 2006 failed 
coup which led to suspected coup plotters being 
arbitrary arrested, detained, tortured and forcibly 
disappeared by the regime. 

Two former members of parliament, one of them a 
woman also testified to being arbitrarily arrested, 
detained and tortured by the National Intelligence 
Agency, NIA for being outspoken against the then 
regime even though they were elected under the 
APRC ticket.

More testimonies were also heard regarding the 
circumstances surrounding the extrajudicial killing 
of the then Minister of Finance Ousman Koro Ceesay 
in June 1995, allegedly by AFPRC members. The 
undermining of the legislature by Yahya Jammeh 
and the serious human rights violations committed 
by the NIA and the death squad team known as the 
“Junglers” were also discussed.

Alagie Martin, self-confessed torturer who was 
adversely mentioned by several witnesses also 
testified during this session. Martin confessed to 
participating in the 22nd July  coup and being part of 
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the team with Sanna Sabally and the other council 
members that killed the alleged 11th November 
1994 coup plotters. He also confessed to torturing 
Sanna Sabally and presiding over the torture of 
Sadibou Hydara and Babucarr Sanyang. He also 
sat on the panel that obtained confessions from 
suspects by torturing them and took part in the 
forgery of evidence that incriminated suspects who 
were brought before the panel for questioning. The 
TRRC found Alagie Martin criminally responsible 
for: 1) the tortures of Bunja Darboe, Wassa 
Camara, Yaya Darboe, John Pierre Mendy, Pharing 
Sanyang, Momodou Babady Sarr, Momodou and 
Alieu Bah, and civilians namely Sheikh Omar Faal 
(Marabout), Alieu Jobe, Demba Dem and Tamsir 
Jasseh; 2) the unlawful arrest, unlawful detention 
/imprisonment, torture and sexual violence of 
Sanna Sabally and Sadibou Hydara. Capt. Yahya 
Jammeh and Capt. Edward Singhatey are also 
responsible for the unlawful killing of Sadibou 
Hydara

The session ended dramatically with the refusal to 
testify of Yankuba Touray, a key witness in the killing 
of Ousman Koro Ceesey and one of the high profile 
alleged perpetrators of human rights violations. 
Yankuba Touray walked out of the Commissions 
public hearing and was subsequently arrested on 
charges of contempt.

During the fifth session of the TRRC public hearings, 
15 persons testified including three persons 
accused as alleged perpetrators of human rights 
violations by previous witnesses, Twelve victims 
(including four women) and one witness to the 
events discussed. One person testified via video 
conferencing/skype.

62 persons were mentioned by witnesses in relation 
to human rights violations committed.

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Pa Modou Sarr 

At the beginning of the hearing, Pa Modou Sarr 
(session 5) confirmed to the Commission that he 
had been informed by the TRRC that he had been 
adversely mentioned by Sanna Sabally as someone 
who participated in torture against him. However, 
Sanna Sabally (session 4) testified that although Pa 
Modou Sarr was always present during his torture, 
had never touched him. Discussing further Sanna 
Sabally’s torture, in his testimony, Pa Modou Sarr 
initially said Alagie Martin participated in beating 
him but later said that Alagie Martin did not 
participate in the beatings but ordered them. 

In session 4, Lamin Senghore denied having 
participated in the torture of Sanna Sabally which 
contradicted Pa Modou Sarr’s testimony (session 5) 
as he confirmed that Lamin Senghore was part of 
the torture team led by Alagie Martin. 

Again, Pa Modou Sarr (session 5) stated only being 
present once during the torture of Sanna Sabally, 
however Sanna Sabally (session 4) said during his 
testimony that he was always present.

Alagie Martin

During his testimony (session 5), Alagie Martin 
insisted that Sanna Sabally was arrested as he left 
his office, at the door and that Musa Manneh had 
supervised the arrest whilst Sanna Sabally (session 
4) explained that while he was at work, he got a call 
from Yahya Jammeh telling him to come to his office. 
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He went upstairs and before entering the office, he 
was seized by Yahya Jammeh’s bodyguards namely 
Khalifa Bajinka, Almamo Manneh, Bakary Camara, 
Manlafi Corr, Musa Jammeh aka Maliamoogoo, 
Lamin S. Camara, and Batch Samba Jallow amongst 
others. 

Alagie Martin denied using a hammer and electronic 
equipment during the torture of Sanna Sabally 
which contradicted statements given by Ebrima 
Chongan, Sheriff Gomez, RSM Jeng, Abdoulie 
Darboe, and Sanna Sabally himself. In the final 
report, the TRRC found that Alagie Martin along with 
some members of the NIA tortured Sanna Sabally 
and Sadibou Hydara in Mile 2 Central Prisons on 
29th January 1995.32 Additionally, the Commission 
also found that Alagie Martin, David Colley, Faye 
and Thomas Jarjue tortured Sanna Sabally, Sadibou 
Hydara and RSM Sanyang on the prison premises 
on February 5th  1995, in contravention of prison 
rules.33

Alagie Martin denied hitting Bunja Darboe. 
However, Bunja Darboe (session 5) stated when he 
refused to answer questions unless given access 
to a lawyer, Alagie Martin asked him if he thought 
they were joking, walked round the table, slapped 
him from behind and pulled down his shirt to his 
waist. In the final report, the Commission finds that 
Alagie Martin, Nuha Badjie, Bora Colley, Mustapha 
Sanneh, Tumbul Tamba (deceased) and Modou 
Jarju (alias Rambo) were involved in the torture of 
Bunja Darboe.34 Alagie Martin denied hitting Demba 
Dem which contradicts Demba Dem’s testimony 
(session 5) that when he (Demba Dem) denied the 
allegations meted against about his involvement in 
the March 2006 coup plot, Alagie Martin struck him 

and the witness fell off his chair. Foday Barry then 
asked Alagie Martin to stop and Alagie threatened 
to kill Demba Dem. In the final report, the TRRC 
finds that Alagie Martin participated in the physical 
torture of the 2006 alleged coupists.35

Lamin Ndure 

In session 4, Babucarr Njie aka Njie Ponkal 
categorically refuted the allegation that he had 
participated in the execution of soldiers in November 
1994. According to Babucarr Njie’s statement he 
was not present as the execution took place during 
his weekend leave. However, Lamin Ndure (session 
5) placed him at the crime scene and as part of 
those who shot at the captured soldiers.

32See TRRC Final Report Volume 14, page 32
33See TRRC Final Report Volume 14, page 32
34See TRRC Final Report Volume 13, page 86
35See TRRC Final Report Volume 13, page 88
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Almamo Manneh Deceased Gambia National 

Army

Edward Singhateh Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Second 
Vice Chairman; 
Minister of Forestry 
and Environment

Micheal Sang Correa Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Modou Lamin Jarju Rambo Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Musa Jammeh Maliamoogo Deceased Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Nuha Badjie Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Pa Lamin Senghore Assassin Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Tumbul Tamba Deceased Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Yahya Jammeh Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
Chairman; Office of 
the President

Yankuba Touray Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
Member; Minister of 
Local Government 
and Lands
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Attacks on Journalists and the Media
The Junglers (1st batch): Unlawful Killings, Tortures and Other 

Human Rights Violations

Session 6

Human Rights Violations
Arbitrary arrest and detention
Enforced disappearance
Torture
Extrajudicial killing
Detention under inhumane and degrading conditions
Corruption of justice
Persecution

Places
State House 
National Intelligence Agency (Nia) Headquarters, 
Kotu Police Station 
Basse Police Station 
Banjul Police Headquarters 
Jeshwang Prison 
Jimpex 
Sanyang Beach 
Independent Newspaper 
Farafenni 
Serrekunda Police Station 
State Guard Hospital/ Military Hospital 
Yahya Jammeh’s Farm In Kanilai 
Casamance (Senegal)
Kanifing Magistrate Court 
Kanifing Police Station 
Tallinding Police Station 
Brusubi Police Station 
Police Intervention Unit (Piu) Headquarters 
Mile 2 Prison 
Bundung Police Station 
Banjul High Court

The TRRC resumed its hearings on 8th July 2019 and 
ran until 25th July 2019. Of the sixteen witnesses 
who testified during this session, 3 persons 
confessed to committing human rights violations 
and 13 victims (including 2 women) discussed what 
they went through. Three persons also testified via 
video conferencing/Skype. 

One of the main themes of the sixth session focused 
on the suppression of the media and the freedom 
of the press, most specifically the persecution, 

arbitrary arrest, detention, torture and enforced 
disappearance of journalists. 

The first witness to testify, Lamin Cham, then editor-
in-chief at the Standard Newspaper highlighted that 
before the 22nd July 1994 coup, which saw Yahya 
Jammeh and the Armed Forces Provisional Council, 
AFPRC, come to power, the press was relatively free. 
However, as early as 1994/1995, when the media 
began to hold the government accountable, Yahya 
Jammeh started calling journalists the “illegitimate 
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sons of Africa”, claiming that they were against 
progress and were not patriotic. Lamin Cham also 
told the Commission that there were clear and 
deliberate assaults on the media and journalists at 
the hands of the AFPRC. 

Journalist Saikou Jammeh’s testimony, which gave 
an extensive and detailed account of the violations 
of rights of journalists, further highlighted that 
they worked in a very hostile climate. He added 
that their profession was the most targeted in 
the country through enforced disappearances, 
tortures and killings as freedom of expression was 
seen as a threat to Yahya Jammeh’s tyrannical 
rule. He described the period between July 1994 
and January 2017 as a “very long and painful 22 
years for journalists in The Gambia” during which 
many journalists suffered tortures leading to long-
term injuries for some of them. He also  gave 
a very detailed list of 37  journalists and media 
practitioners who  were threatened, arbitrarily 
arrested, detained, tortured, deported, forced 
to go into exile or forcibly disappeared.36 The 
Commission in the final report recommended that 
with immediate effect, the government repeal all 
repressive legislation, including those that do not 
comply with international and regional human 
rights laws.37 

Other testimonies given during that session also 
highlighted the unlawful arrest and detention of 
political activists. Indeed, as Decree number 4 of 
the military junta and National Intelligence Decree 
Number 45 banned all political activities, many 
politicians were detained  and those who were 

36See In Memory of Journalist Chief Ebrima Manneh for more details on the 
forced disappearance of Chief Ebrima Manneh.
37See TRRC Final Report, page 84.

https://safetyofjournalistsinafrica.africa/memorial-wall/journalist-chief-ebrima-manneh-a-victim-of-enforced-disappearance/
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not went on what was referred to as a “political 
holiday”.  Various journalists further explained 
that judges were under the influence of the 
government. For instance, Sarata Jabbie recalled 
that before reading the verdict in the case against 
her, the judge announced that he needed to take 
a break to speak to someone, which she believed 
to be the President or someone very close to the 
President.

The session also looked into the extrajudicial killing 
of veteran journalist and co-founder of the Point 
Newspaper, Deyda Hydara in 2004, a turning point 
in the attacks meted onto journalists by Yahya 
Jammeh.38 Pap Babucarr Saine disclosed during his 
testimony that Deyda Hydara was perceived as the 
person exposing the corrupt government. His work 
and criticism of Yahya Jammeh’s regime eventually 
culminated in his death. He was shot dead  late at 
night, in December 2004, whilst dropping his staff. 
Ndey Tapha Sosseh, the first woman to be editor-in-
chief of a newspaper in Gambia, testified before the 
TRRC on 11th July 2019 and recalled the outrageous 
National Intelligence Agency, NIA, reports that 
mostly blamed Deyda Hydara for his death. She 
highlighted that years later,  she met with a former 
security personnel who confirmed that it was in fact 
Yahya Jammeh himself who had ordered the killing 
of Deyda Hydara. Other testimonies given during 
the session discussed in details the assassination 
and corroborated the information Ndey Tapha 
Sosseh had received. The TRRC recommended that 
Yahya Jammeh be investigated and prosecuted 
for the murder of Deyda Hydara, disappearance 
of Chief Ebrima Manneh, arson attack on Radio 1 
FM, The Independent Newspaper and torture of all 

journalists and other persons mentioned in relation 
to the Freedom Newspaper issue. The Commission 
further recommended that an investigation be 
done for the purpose of prosecuting Junglers for 
the aforementioned crimes.39 

The serious human rights violations committed 
by the NIA and the infamous death squad team 
known as the “Junglers” were a recurrent theme 
throughout the session, as torture was meted out 
against journalists and political opponents. Malick 
Mboob, who testified at the TRRC on 11th July 
2019, explained how the Junglers beat him at the 
NIA and how after bleeding all over, he pretended 
to be dead in order for the beatings to stop. 

Further testimonies were also heard regarding the 
aftermath of the March 2006 failed coup (also known 
as the Ndure Cham coup), which led to suspected 
coup plotters being arbitrarily arrested, detained, 
tortured and/or forcibly disappeared by the 
regime. Witnesses in this session also discussed the 
unlawful execution of the nine death row inmates 
in 2012.40 It was revealed that the execution took 
place late at night and family members of those 
executed were not informed.

The last week of the session saw 3 members of former 
President Jammeh’s death squad “the Junglers”, 
namely Malick Jatta, Omar A. Jallow and Amadou 
Badjie, testify before the TRRC. They confessed that 
they were part of a hit squad for Yahya Jammeh and 
claimed responsibility in a number of high-profile 
cases, including the enforced disappearance 
and massacre of over 50 West African migrants 
in 2005.41 They also  testified about more than 

38See Attacks on the Press 2004: The Gambia for more details about press freedom in The Gambia. See Justice demanded for 
slain journalist ahead of AU summit for more details about the international community’s reaction after Deyda Hydara’s death. 
39See TRRC Report Volume 7, page 83.
40See the highlights for Session 7 for more details.
41See the highlights for Session 21 for more details on the West African Migrants case.

https://cpj.org/2005/03/attacks-on-the-press-2004-the-gambia/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2006/06/22/justice-demanded-slain-journalist-ahead-au-summit
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2006/06/22/justice-demanded-slain-journalist-ahead-au-summit
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80 cases of enforced disappearances and other 
crimes against humanity committed under direct 
orders of Yahya Jammeh. All 3 Junglers discussed 
the structure of the paramilitary unit. They stated it 
was first called Patrol Team as its primary duty was 
to patrol the area of the Gambia-Southern Senegal 
border near Yahya Jammeh’s home village of Kanilai. 
However, in reality, they were a hit squad mainly 
engaged in arrests, tortures, disappearances and 
killings. Other names given to them were  the Black 
Black and/or Black Scorpions due to their black 
uniforms.

The first to testify was Malick Jatta who confessed 
to the killing of unarmed civilians including Deyda 
Hydara in 2004 and the West African migrants in 
2005. The second Jungler to testify, Omar A. Jallow,  
discussed his involvement in at least 10 extrajudicial 
killing cases including that of the migrants, Haruna 
Jammeh in 2005, and the nine death row inmates 
in 2012 : Lamin B Darboe, Alieu Bah, Lamin Jarju, 
Dawda Bojang, Abubacarr Yarboe, Abdoulie Sonko, 
Lamin F Jammeh, Gibril Bah (Senegalese national) 
and Tabara Samb42 (Senegalese woman). However, 
his  testimony conflicted with that of Malick Jatta 
in a number of instances (see the section on 

42In TRRC Digest Edition 6, she was reported as Tambara Samba. The correct name is Tabara Samb and according to media 
reports, she was raped before her execution.

The Junglers posing in front of a pick-up truck
Source: Unknown
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conflicted testimonies for more details). The third 
Jungler, Amadou Badjie, confessed that as  part of 
the group, he tortured people at the NIA. “If you 
are interrogating someone who doesn’t want to 
talk, you have to beat them’’, he argued. He further 
admitted to taking part in the killing of unarmed 
civilians including the gruesome murders of two 
Gambian-Americans, Alhagie Mamut Ceesay and 
Ebou Jobe in 2013.

The three Junglers were subsequently released 
from custody on 10th August 2019 following 
recommendation from the then Minister of Justice, 
Abubacarr Tambadou despite strong protests 
by victims, civil society and the general public.43 
The Minister of Justice argued that although 
the men had committed heinous crimes, it was 
only fair to release them as they had assisted the 
TRRC to establish the truth. Victims on the other 
hand reported being further traumatised by this 
decision.44 

Editor’s note:
Two witnesses, Bruce Asemota and Buya Jammeh 
testified during this session, however their 
testimonies were accidentally not included in 
Edition 6. Bruce Asemota’s testimony at the TRRC 
highlighted how journalism is a targeted field in 
different countries and the issue of human rights 
across the continent as he had to leave Nigeria 
where he started his career, as well as Ghana 
because of the military regime, and eventually The 
Gambia. He told the Commission that he arrived 

in The Gambia in October 1991 and stayed even 
though it was a hostile environment for journalism 
once Yahya Jammeh came into power. He discussed 
his experience with the security forces and threats 
he received during that time. In his testimony, 
Buya Jammeh discussed his career as a journalist, 
his work with the Gambia Press Union, GPU, his 
experience with the security forces and events 
leading to his exile as well as the impact it had and 
still has on him and his family.

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Malick Jatta vs Omar A. Jallow

Extrajudicial killing of the West Africans migrants 
Malick Jatta claimed that he participated in the 
killing of only one person. Omar A. Jallow responded 
that this was a lie and while he did not know the 
exact number, it was surely more than five and 
more than the number Malick Jatta had confessed 
to as Jatta and Sanna Manjang were the ones firing 
at the migrants.

Extrajudicial killing of Daba Marenah, Alpha Bah, 
Ebou Lowe, Alieu Ceesay, Manlafi Corr, Masi/
Masireh Jammeh45 and a woman called Julia
Malick Jatta stated  that if Omar A. Jallow said that 
he was not present during the killing, it would be 
untrue. The Lead Counsel, however, did not question 
Omar A Jallow about this particular incident during 
his testimony.

43A first batch of Junglers had already been released in August 2018. See The Standard, Jammeh’s victims concern over release of suspected junglers, 
29 August 2018.
44See The Guardian, A killer is always a killer, 23rd August 2019. Aisha Jammeh, whose father was killed by the Junglers stated: “they could have charged 
them (the Junglers) when they arrested them two years ago, but they did not charge them – they were just waiting for the show that is the TRRC”. She 
further stated: “It can’t be that simple. It must be as hard as finding a diamond. Too much is being asked of me. Just forget it and move on? It doesn’t 
work like that.” Baba Hydara, son of murdered journalist Deyda Hydara, in the same interview stated: “it’s unacceptable that these people go freely in 
the streets…they’re not remorseful. They’re only trying to save themselves from spending the rest of their years in jail. They’re not even truthful”.
45It is unclear what the correct spelling of the name is.

https://standard.gm/jammehs-victims-concern-over-release-of-suspected-junglers/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/aug/23/a-killer-is-always-a-killer-gambia-gripped-by-junglers-testimony
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On 26th August 2019, a group of victims officially 
requested the TRRC to report the self-confessed 
killers Malick Jatta and Omar A. Jallow for 
committing perjury to the Ministry of Justice. At 
the time of publication of this edition, the released 
Junglers are free and have still not been prosecuted. 
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NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION

Musa Jammeh Maliamungu Deceased
Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Mustapha Sanneh Alive
Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Nfansu Nyabally Alive
Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Omar Jallow Oya Alive
Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Ousman Sonko Alive
Gambia Police Force; 
Minister of Interior

Sanna Manjang Alive
Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Solo Bojang Alive
Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Tumbul Tamba Deceased
Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President 

Yankuba Badjie Alive
National Intelligence 
Agency

Top 10 Persons Mentioned
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Human Rights Violations
Extrajudicial killing 
Enforced disappearance
Torture, including rape 
Arbitrary arrest and detention
Detention under inhumane and degrading conditions
Forced marriage

Places
Bond Road 
Cashew Farm 
Casamance (Senegal) 
Solo Bojang’s Range In Brikama
Brikama Police Station
Yundum Barracks 
Police Headquarters 
Westfield
Foni 
Royal Victoria Teaching Hospital 
Police Intervention Unit (Piu) Headquarters 
Kololi Tavern 
Tanji Gambia 
Technical Training Institute 
Mile 2 Prison
Janjanbureh Prison
Yahya Jammeh’s Farm In Kanilai 
Brikamaba Police Station 
Landing Sanneh’s Residence 
Brikamaba Health Centre 
National Intelligence Agency (Nia) Headquarters

On 5th August 2019, the TRRC started its seventh 
three-week session of public hearings of witnesses, 
which saw the second batch of Junglers testify 
before the Commission. Of the 12 witnesses 
who testified during this session, 5 persons 
confessed to committing human rights violations 
and 6 victims (including 1 woman) discussed 
what they went through. One person testified 
via video conferencing/Skype. The main themes 
of the seventh session focused on the atrocities 
committed by the Junglers and on the 10th/11th 
April student demonstrations. 

The first week of the session saw an additional 5 
members of former President Jammeh’s death 
squad, the Junglers, namely Ismaila Jammeh, Lamin 
Badjie, Pa Ousman Sanneh, Lamin Sambou, and 
Alieu Jeng testify.  They admitted to committing 
human rights violations and  revealed the atrocities 
perpetrated at the National Intelligence Agency, 
NIA, which was working hand in hand with them. 

The first Jungler to testify, Ismaila Jammeh, a relative 
of Yahya Jammeh, discussed his role in selecting 
soldiers for the training, which took part in the 

The Junglers (2nd batch): Unlawful Killings, Tortures 
and Other Human Rights Violations

April 10&11 2000 Student Demonstrations
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jungle thus the name “Junglers” and  highlighted 
that he chose those who he believed to be loyal 
to Yahya Jammeh. All five Junglers described the 
structure of the paramilitary group they were part 
of, expounded on how they joined the team and all 
alleged that the orders came from Yahya Jammeh. 
Most of the Junglers went on to explain that they 
would receive money after a mission: for instance, 
Lamin Badjie narrated  having received 5000 dalasi 
from Yahya Jammeh a month after the unlawful 
killings of the nine death row inmates in 2012, 
adding that he believed this was given in exchange 
for his silence. 

All five also claimed responsibility in a number 
of high-profile cases, including the enforced 
disappearance and massacre of over 50 West 
African migrants in 2005, the unlawful killings of 
the nine death row inmates in 2012, the murder of 
Deyda Hydara in 2004, the killing of Dawda Nyassi in 
2006, the enforced disappearance and extrajudicial 
killing of Ndure Cham in 2006, of the two Gambian-
Americans  Mamut Ceesay and Ebou Jobe in 2013, 
of Toumani Jallow and Abdoulie Gaye in 2016, and 
of Ndogo Mboob in 2006. 

The Junglers contradicted one another and there 
were several instances during which the Lead 
Counsel had to read out statements given while 
ironing out the inconsistencies in their testimony, 
as well as comparing their testimony with one 
another’s. (see the “Discrepancies/Conflicted 
testimonies’’ section). 

During this session, the Chair of the Commission, 
stunned by the confessions, stated that The 
Gambia was going through hell with the revelations 
and admissions that were beyond shocking for 
any society. He equated agents of the State (of 

The Gambia) coming out to tell the truth about 
gruesome murders by the State, with senior officers 
of the State, ministers and other senior people being 
present at the execution of prisons to the Nazi high 
command getting to the gas chambers and to the 
death camps to watch the prisoners being gassed, 
burnt to death, their bodies being cremated. He 
also compared the Junglers, going around prisons, 
getting people out at night and slaughtering them to 
the Einsatzgruppen of the Nazis and the Janjaweed 
militias in Darfur. The TRRC recommended that all 
Junglers and others listed as accomplices in crimes 
listed in volume 8 of the final report be prosecuted, 
subject to the grant of amnesty.46 The Commission 
in the final report suggested that Yahya Jammeh be 
prosecuted for the crimes highlighted in that same 
volume and that a life-ban be imposed on him from 
holding public office47. 

The second half of the session focused on the  April 
2000 student demonstrations, during which at least 
13 students, as well as one Red Cross volunteer and 
a three-year-old child, were killed by the security 
forces who were ordered  to fire at the unarmed 
students. 

The peaceful student demonstrations had been 
called by the Gambia Student Union, GAMSU, 
leadership following two separate incidents - 
the rape by a paramilitary of 15-year-old Binta 
Manneh and the beating to death of a secondary 
school student, Ebrima Barry, by firefighters. Binta 
Manneh, the first victim to testify of sexual violence 
before the TRRC, described the impact her sexual 
assault  had on her life:  she had to drop out of 
school and soon after her father forcibly married 
her off. She told the Commission that when such 
happens to a girl before she is married “you will 
always live in shame”.

46See TRRC Final Report Volume 8, page 59
47See TRRC Final Report Volume 8, page 59
48Binta Manneh testified without revealing her physical identity.
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One of the witnesses, former student Lamin 
Jobe, explained that a meeting was convened on 
20th March 2000 by the executives of GAMSU 
during which they decided to hold a peaceful 
demonstration as a wake-up call to the authorities 
who had not taken any action in both Binta 
Manneh’s rape and Ebrima Barry’s death. Lamin 
Jobe went on to explain that the leaders of the 
demonstrations tried to take a route in order to 
avoid the Fire Service Station but the crowd went 
straight to the Fire Service Station and attacked 
the vehicles with stones. After this incident, the 
then Minister of Interior Ousman Badjie and the 
Inspector General of Police IGP Rex King, came to 
meet them again at the school and there was a 
notable change of tone in their voices. They harshly 
warned them that whoever demonstrated again 
would face serious “things”. 

As no steps were taken regarding the students’ 
demands, the demonstrations continued. Lamin 
Jobe said he went outside around 11 am or noon 
on the 9th of April 2000 and saw smoke and flames 
all over Brikama Police Station. The students were 
facing the security forces. He further explained 
that he was talking to the students and suddenly 
he heard a command saying “Fire”. A young man 
standing next to him fell down, struggled for air and 
was bleeding. He added that he believed the young 

man died. “The soldiers were shooting live bullets, 
students ran for their lives and ‘the chasing started’.” 
The TRRC recommended that the government 
provide training on how to manage riots49. 

Following the massacre, the government denied 
allegations that Yahya Jammeh had given the 
order to shoot and through then Vice-President 
Isatou Njie-Saidy, claimed the students had broken 
into police armouries and shot at one another. 
A Commission of Inquiry was set up and it was 
concluded that the security forces were responsible 
for the deaths. However, the government rejected 
the findings and the Indemnity Act Bill that 
backdated to January 2000 was passed and signed 
by Yahya Jammeh, essentially protecting those 
responsible for the killings from legal prosecution. 
Seventeen years after the massacre, in April 2017, 
the first proper commemoration of the event took 
place. Despite promises made by the government 
of Adama Barrow, no investigation or prosecutions 
have taken place at the time of release of this 
edition. In the final report, the TRRC recommended 
that Yahya Jammeh be prosecuted for all atrocities 
committed against the students50.

49See TRRC Final Report Volume 6, page 52
50See TRRC Final Report Volume 6, page 51
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Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Malick Jatta vs Ismaila Jammeh
1. Extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances 
of Alpha Bah, Alieu Ceesay, Manlafi Corr, Ebou Lowe, 
Daba Marenah, Masireh/Masi Jammeh and a woman 
named Julia51 

Ismaila Jammeh affirmed that he was not present 
and did not participate in the killing of the 
aforementioned however Malick Jatta testified 
that he (Malick Jatta) came in Solo Bojang’s vehicle 
and Ismaila Jammeh was not only present but also 

participated in the execution. Ismaila Jammeh 
explained that Malick Jatta was lying because when 
they reached the final destination, he (Ismaila 
Jammeh) pretended to urinate and then waited 
for their return. When asked if he heard anything 
while he waited, he responded in the negative. 
Ismaila Jammeh affirmed that he did not witness 
the killing as he pretended to urinate and  waited 
for the return of the Junglers (Tumbul Tamba, 
Sanna Manjang, Michael Jatta, Michael Correa and 
Malick Jatta) who went to execute Daba Marenah, 
Alpha Bah, Ebou Lowe, Alieu Ceesay, Manlafi Corr, 
Masireh/Masi Jammeh and a woman called Julia in 

51In TRRC Digest Edition 6, she was reported as Tambara Samba. The correct name is Tabara Samb and according to media 
reports, she was raped before her execution.
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the forest at night.52 The Lead Counsel explained to 
him that in this event, seven people including his 
former boss Manlafi Corr were shot and that it was 
impossible that he did not hear anything. Ismaila 
Jammeh argued that it could have been possible 
because of the distance and because they used a 
weapon with a silencer but later admitted that the 
Junglers were never issued silencers.53 

Pa Ousman Sanneh vs  Omar A. Jallow
Pa Ousman Sanneh affirmed that though he was part 
of the operation that led to Baba Jobe’s death,54 he 
did not go inside the hospital room where he was 
killed. The Lead Counsel told Pa Ousman Sanneh 
that the evidence they received was that this was 
a quick and swift operation and estimated that it 
would have lasted about 10 minutes. Pa Ousman 
Sanneh however maintained that the mission took 
about 30 minutes. The Lead Counsel asked him if 
Omar A. “Oya” Jallow  was lying when he said that 
he went inside with him (Pa Ousman Sanneh) and 
that he (Pa Ousman Sanneh) participated in the 
killing of Baba Jobe. Pa Ousman Sanneh responded 
that it was not true and that his role was one of a 
scout.55

Alieu Jeng vs  Malick Jatta

Alieu Jeng’s testimony included many inconsistencies, 
which were highlighted by an outraged Lead Counsel.

1. Patrol team
While Alieu Jeng admitted having been part of the 
Patrol Team, he insisted he did not join the Patrol 
Team until after his second mission. He maintained  
his position despite  the Lead Counsel telling him 
that Malick Jatta testified that a group of them 
(including Alieu Jeng) were asked by Major Bajinka 
and Tumbul Tamba in Kanilai to join the Patrol Team 
and to work with Sanna Manjang and Malick Jatta, 
adding that at the time they were based at State 
House in Banjul. Alieu Jeng maintained his testimony 
that the Patrol Team was formed after the group’s 
second mission.56 The Lead Counsel rebutted his 
claim and put forward that he was in fact deployed 
to Kanilai purposely to be a member of the Patrol 
Team. The Lead Counsel read out part of Malick 
Jatta’s testimony ‘’Alieu Jeng and I were warned by 
Bajinka that we should report to Tumbul Tamba in 
Kanilai to join the Patrol Team, which is a subunit 
of the battalion. I found it published that we were 
part of the Patrol Team and the vehicle arrived to 
take us to Kanilai.” Alieu Jeng went on to deny that 
he went to Kanilai with Malick Jatta even though he 
could not explain why Malick Jatta mentioned him 
specifically in his statement. He also denied having 
been given a tour in Kanilai to know the routes in 
and out,  an orientation of the place; taken to the 
border with Casamance and informed as to how 
to patrol that particular area and told that Tumbul 
Tamba and Sanna Manjang were his commanders.57

52Malick Jatta had testified that Ismaila Jammeh was present and participated in the execution. Ismaila Jammeh added Malick Jatta to the list of Junglers who participated in 
this operation during his testimony even though the Lead Counsel told him Malick Jatta was not on the witness’ original statement list. According to other sources including 
Human Rights Watch, the murder of Masi/Masireh Jammeh took place in 2005 not in 2006 and the name Julia has not been mentioned by anyone else and not further 
investigated by the TRRC.
53See TRRC Digest Edition 7, pages 27-28.
54Baba Jobe, a former National Assembly majority leader of the ruling Alliance for Patriotic Reorientation and Construction (APRC) from 2001 to 2003, was arrested on 10th 
October 2003, charged with economic crimes and jailed for nine years on 26th March 2004. Omar A. Jallow  revealed during his testimony that the Junglers were sent on a 
mission to kill Baba Jobe. According to his testimony, they used Baba Jobe’s sheets to suffocate him to death while he was lying on his hospital bed.
55Pa Ousman Sanneh explained that he acted according to the instructions he was given and affirmed that he did not enter the hospital room where Baba Jobe was 
suffocated to death. See TRRC Digest Edition 7,  page 48 for more details.
56See TRRC Digest Edition 7, page 63 for more details.
57See TRRC Digest Edition 7, page 64 for more details.
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2. Killing of Dawda Nyassi
Malick Jatta’s version of events completely differed 
from Alieu Jeng’s. Malick Jatta mentioned Alieu 
Jeng was also part of the shooting of Dawda Nyassi, 
while Jeng maintained that his order was only to 
watch the vehicles. Under heavy questioning by the 
Lead Counsel, he denied that he was conjuring up a 
story to deny his responsibility in order to extricate 
himself from the killing.58 After an intense exchange 
with the Lead Counsel, Alieu Jeng  went on to admit 
that he in fact also participated in the execution of 
Dawda Nyassi and that he fired his weapon at him. 
He then apologised to the family of Dawda Nyassi. 
In the final report, the TRRC findings revealed that 
Dawda Nyassi was killed by Tumbul Tamba, Sanna 
Manjang, Alieu Jeng and Malick Jatta on orders of 
Yahya Jammeh59. 

3. Killing of Ndogo Mboob
Alieu Jeng told the Commission that he did not 
know who Ndogo Mboob was and was not present 
during his killing. He claimed he heard people talk 
about him and stated that he had made it clear 
during the investigation that he did not know 
who Ndogo Mboob was. The Lead Counsel then 
proceeded to read another excerpt from Malick 
Jatta’s testimony, which went as follows: “Another 
instance, Tumbul said we are going on patrol as 
usual. The team consisted of I, Alieu Jeng, Solo 
Bojang, Sanna Manjang and Tumbul Tamba.’’ Alieu 
Jeng maintained that he was not present, adding 
that he never went on patrol with Solo Bojang, 
that as far as he knew, Solo Bojang was part of the 
Kanilai farm management. He denied the evidence 
presented to him that they went to a farm, stopped 
the vehicle, Sanna Manjang brought Ndogo Mboob 

out, quickly shot him, jumped into the vehicle 
and they left. Alieu Jeng, however, admitted that 
it would be correct to say that Solo Bojang might 
have been present during the execution of Ndogo 
Mboob since he was not there to verify.60

4. Killing of Deyda Hydara 
Despite Malick Jatta’s contradicting testimony, 
Alieu Jeng maintained that he was not trying to 
absolve himself from his responsibility. He claimed 
that he did not shoot at Deyda Hydara because 
Tumbul Tamba ordered him not to for the safety of 
Malick Jatta. He added that Malick Jatta lied about 
where he was sitting in the car they used during the 
shooting to implicate him.61 After a long back and 
forth with the Lead Counsel where Alieu Jeng kept 
contradicting himself, he came back after the break 
and admitted to having wasted the Commission’s 
time by not telling the truth. He went on to disclose 
that he indeed fired his weapon during the killing of 
Deyda Hydara.62 

5. Killing of Manlafi Corr, Alpha Bah, Alieu Ceesay, 
Daba Marenah, Masi/Masireh Jammeh Ebou Lowe, 
and a woman called Julia
Alieu Jeng admitted to seeing Manlafi Corr, Alpha 
Bah and Alieu Ceesay being taken away to be 
executed and having knowledge that they were 
going to be executed, but denied seeing Masireh/
Masi Jammeh and Ebou Lowe and also denied 
having knowledge of the group being killed by 
gunshots. Alieu Jeng stated that when the team, 
which comprised of Tumbul Tamba, Malick Jatta, 
Sanna Manjang, Michael Jatta, Mustapha Sanneh 
and Ismaila Jammeh, left him and Nfansu Nyabally 
by the vehicles. The team went into the forest 

58See TRRC Digest Edition 7, page 64 for more details.
59See TRRC Final Report Volume 8, page 54.
60See TRRC Digest 7, page 65 for more details.
61See TRRC Digest 7,page 67 for more details.
62See TRRC Digest 7, page 67 for more details.



|56

for about 90 minutes before returning without 
the people they took along. Alieu Jeng continued 
to maintain his position even after Malick Jatta’s 
version was presented to him, which said “My 
second to last operation to the well was the case 
of Daba Marenah, former NIA Director, Ebou Lowe, 
Alpha Bah, Alieu Ceesay, Manlafi Corr together with 
Julia and Masireh Jammeh. Lieutenant Yusupha 
Sanyang, Sergeant Sainey Jammeh, Bora Colley, 
Lieutenant Saihou Jallow, Corporal Omar Jallow. 
On the ground, they found us with Ismaila Jammeh, 
Michael Correa, Michael Jatta, Sanna Manjang, 
Alieu Jeng and others. We met in Foni and entered 
the garden where the well was.” In the final report, 
the TRRC findings indicated that Tumbul Tamba 
and his Junglers committed the unlawful killings 
of Manlafi Corr, Alpha Bah, Alieu Ceesay, Daba 
Marenah, Masi/Masireh Jammeh, Ebou Lowe, and 
Julia.63 

Alieu Jeng vs Omar A. Jallow

The Lead Counsel  asked Alieu Jeng if he knew 
Omar A. “Oya” Jallow  as a Jungler and if he thought 
Omar A. “Oya” Jallow  knew him (Jeng) well. Alieu 
Jeng confirmed he did. The Lead Counsel then put 
it to Alieu Jeng that Omar A. “Oya” Jallow  had said 
that Alieu Jeng, Sanna Manjang and himself killed 
Haruna Jammeh. The witness denied this allegation 
though he could not explain why Omar A. “Oya” 
Jallow  would testify to implicate him.64 When asked 
what he had to say about this statement, Alieu Jeng 
said at that time, Omar A. “Oya” Jallow  was not 
part of the team, that he could not recall when 
he and Omar A. “Oya” Jallow  went to get Haruna 
[Jammeh]. He said he had heard “Oya’s” testimony 
over the radio but could not recall anything 
that happened as he alleged. Despite extended 

questioning into this matter and from different 
angles, Alieu Jeng maintained that he did not recall 
taking part in the killing of Haruna Jammeh. Alieu 
Jeng then continued to explain different versions of 
the story before finally admitting his participation 
in the killing of Haruna Jammeh.

The Lead Counsel concluded the questioning by 
having Alieu Jeng confirm his participation in the 
execution of at least 40 people including Dawda 
Nyassi, Deyda Hydara, Haruna Jammeh, at least 30 
West African migrants, Manlafi Corr and 6 others. 
He also confirmed his participation in at least 5 
incidents of torture.

Alieu Jeng was released in March 2022 alongside 
former Jungler Ismaila Jammeh

63See TRRC Final Report Volume 8, page 55.
64See TRRC Digest Edition 7, page 68 for more details.
See Breaking News: Army to release detained junglers Alieu Jeng and Ismaila Jammeh for more details.
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Abdoulie Kujabi Alive National Intelligence 

Agency
Buba Jammeh Alive Gambia National 

Army
David Colley Alive Gambia Prison 

Services
Isatou Njie-Saidy Alive Office of the 

President
Lamin Jobarteh Alive Minister of Justice
Ousman Sonko Alive Gambia Police 

Force; Minister of 
Interior

Sheikh Omar Jeng Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

The 25 Junglers 
Named

Gambia National 
Army; Gambia 
Police Force

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the 
President

Yankuba Badjie Alive National Intelligence 
Agency
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Human Rights Violations
Extrajudicial killing
Arbitrary arrest and detention
Torture, including rape
Denial of medical treatment 
Fraudulent medical treatment 
Obstruction of justice

Places
Westfield 
Independence Stadium 
Police Intervention Unit Headquarters 
Brikamaba
Royal Victoria Teaching Hospital 
Janjanbureh Prison 
Mile 2 Prison 
Brikamaba Hospital 
Saint Augustine High School 
Brikama Fire Service Station 
London Corner In Serrekunda 
Red Cross 
Police Headquarters 
State House 
Lailo Jaiteh’s House 
Landing Sanneh’s House 
Armitage High School 
Serrekunda Police 
Bakau Police Station 
Kanifing Magistrate Court

 April 10 & 11 2000 Student Demonstrations

On Thursday 3rd October 2019, the TRRC completed 
its 8th three-week session of public hearings, which 
focused almost entirely on the 10th/11th April 2000 
student protests (previously discussed in Session 
7), sparked by the death of Ebrima Barry and the 
rape of Binta Manneh. Of the 25 witnesses who 
testified during this session, 3 persons confessed 
to committing human rights abuses and violations, 
and 11 victims (including 3 women) discussed what 
they went through. Four persons testified via video 
conferencing/Skype.

It had been previously reported that during the 
demonstrations, at least 13 students were killed 

as well as one Red Cross Volunteer, Omar Barrow, 
whose wife testified before the TRRC on 17th 
September 2019. Awa Sanneh recalled the events 
of the day and hearing the news regarding her 
husband’s death. Before breaking down in tears, she 
told the Commission “I felt very sad and devastated 
because as a humanitarian worker who is rendering 
service to other victims and casualties, wearing the 
Red Cross emblem inside the Red Cross premises, 
and was killed I can not imagine that could ever 
happen”. 

A three-year old boy named Abdoulie Sanyang 
was also killed when security forces fired at the 
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unarmed civilians. It was however revealed for the 
first time during this session that another three-
year old child by the name of Musa Sembene was 
shot in the head. Musa Sembene’s father, Ousman 
Sembene, remembered his son “was bleeding 
through the nose and his mouth”. They waited in 
the hospital in The Gambia to be treated but had 
to fly to Senegal to get medical care and Musa 
Sembene lost his life there. Two other individuals 
who had been arrested, detained and allegedly 
tortured in Janjanbureh Prison, died shortly after 
their release, thus raising the total number of killed 
individuals to 18. Many more of those shot by the 
security forces are still suffering from the injuries 
sustained and in need of urgent medical attention 
at the time of release of this publication.

Lalo Karamo Jaiteh a former lieutenant and aide de 
camp to the then President who testified on 26th 
September and on 3rd October 2019 alleged that 
Yahya Jammeh, at the time in Cuba, gave the order 
to “take care of these bastards in whatever way, in 
whatever form” and that the then Vice-President 
Isatou Njie-Saidy gave the orders to deploy the 
army.  However, a number of then government 
officials who testified during this session, including 
Isatou Njie-Saidy who testified on 3rd October, 
claimed throughout their testimony not to have 
any recollection of details of the events or not to 
have been present. Isatou Njie-Saidy  also denied 
having given the order to deploy the military and 
told the Commission that other State institutions 
such as the Ministry of Education, the Security 
Council should be more aware than her about those 
incidents despite previous testimonies implicating 
her in the massacre that included arrests, tortures 
and killings of civilians. At the end of Isatou Njie-

Saidy’s testimony, Imam Sey urged her to tell the 
truth and that Yahya Jammeh had told her to give 
the order to deploy the army.  Isatou Njie-Saidy, in 
a long monologue, defended herself and claimed 
that she was not lying.  

Throughout her testimony, Isatou Njie-Saidy also 
kept denying the responsibility of the authorities 
in any human rights violations. The Lead Counsel 
baffled by her allegations made it clear he did not 
believe her. He highlighted a 2009 Human Rights 
Watch report that listed arbitrary or unlawful 
detentions, enforced disappearances and other 
human rights violations “Year in year out, human 
rights organisations castigate Gambia and produce 
one of the worst human rights records in modern 
history[...] So you knew that the government you 
were serving was one of the worst governments 
in Africa in terms of its human rights records. You 
knew people were disappeared in your country”. 

Lalo Karamo Jaiteh also testified about the 
extrajudicial killing of Almamo Manneh and the 
arbitrary arrest of Landing Sanneh in January 
2000, both allegedly accused of organising  a 
coup. Lalo Karamo Jaiteh stated that after Yahya 
Jammeh asked him to identify voices in a recorded 
conversation on how to carry out a coup d’état, he 
tasked him and Ousman Sonko, to arrest the pair. 
Lalo Karamo Jaiteh then explained that Ousman 
Sonko asked him to stay behind while he went with 
some soldiers to arrest Almamo Manneh. When 
Ousman Sonko and the other soldiers returned, 
Ousman Sonko told him that Almamo Manneh was 
killed during a shootout and his body was lying in 
the car boot. Regarding Landing Sanneh’s arbitrary 
arrest, Lalo Karamo Jaiteh told the TRRC  he insisted 
on going along with Ousman Sonko. After telling 
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Landing Sanneh he was under arrest, the soldiers 
started to shoot at the door to break it and Landing 
Sanneh came out through the broken glass door. 
Once out of his house, soldiers, including Ismaila 
Jammeh, beat Landing Sanneh .

Former Chief of Protocol at State House, Demba 
Njie65 and Former Chief of Defence Staff of the 
Gambia Armed Forces Baboucarr Jatta both 
discussed the extrajudicial killing of Ousman Koro 
Ceesay.66 Baboucarr Jatta stated that he was asked 
to go to a car accident scene, once there he realised 
that there was foul play and that it could not have 
been a real traffic accident as the person’s limbs 
were missing and the vehicle was set on fire. Both 
Demba Njie and Baboucarr Jatta were also asked 
about their knowledge of the Junglers and their 
functions. Baboucarr Jatta then confirmed that 
Malick Jatta, one of the first Junglers who testified 
in Session 6, was his brother and agreed that he 
knew the Junglers were a hit squad doing Yahya 
Jammeh’s job.  

During this session, the Lead Counsel referred to 
threats received by one witness who had testified 
and reminded the public that such actions are 
criminal offenses. He recalled that witnesses 
who appear before the Commission were doing a 
service to their people by answering to the call of 
the nation to come and provide truthful accounts 
about events that are of great concern to all of 
them, which were being investigated.

The TRRC later announced that in December 2019, 
they sent 4 victims of human rights violations to 
Turkey for medical treatment. The victims included 
Abdou Karim Jammeh, Yusupha Mbye and Oumie 
Jagne who were shot by security forces in 2000 
during the student demonstrations; and Nogoi 
Njie who was arrested during a peaceful April 2016 
protest for election reforms and was tortured.67

At the time of release of this publication, no 
perpetrator has been brought to justice for the 
10th/11th April 2000 massacre and only one person 
(Yankuba Touray) has been tried and found guilty of 
the murder of Ousman Koro Ceesay.

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Merican Mendy vs Lamin Camara and “Giri” Abdou 
Njie

Merican Mendy, a former Principal at Brikamaba 
Upper Basic School, testified that on 10th April 
2000, soldiers came into his compound in Brikamaba 
and dispersed the students that were there.68 This 
conflicts with Lamin Camara’s testimony, which 
indicated that his team had not dispersed any 
gatherings in Brikamaba on 10th April 2000 nor had 
he imposed a curfew.69 

Merican Mendy also recalled that on 11th April in 
the morning when the soldiers came to his school 
there was a push and pull between the students 

65Demba Njie testified on 27th February 2019 about the 22nd July 1994 coup, the alleged 11th November 1994 failed coup, the death of Ousman Koro 
Ceesay and the arrest and torture of Sanna Sabally and Sadibou Hydara in January 1995. On 30th September 2019, he testified about the 10th/11th April 
2000 student protests.
66Ousman Koro Ceesay was the former Minister of Finance and was killed in 1995. Testimonies before the TRRC revealed that he was killed by Edward 
Singhateh, Peter Singhateh, Yankuba Touray and Alhagie Kanyi (who confessed to that in Session 2). Yankuba Touray, former Minister of Local Government 
and Lands was tried and sentenced to death after being found guilty of the charge of murder of Ousman Koro Ceesay. See Justice Info article “Yankuba 
Touray sentenced to death in Gambia” for more details on Yankuba Touray’s case. 67See “4 Gambians set for free medical treatment in Turkey” article for 
more details
68See TRRC Digest Edition 8, page 25 for more details.
69See TRRC Digest Edition 8, page 86 for more details.

https://www.justiceinfo.net/en/79933-yankuba-touray-sentenced-to-death-in-gambia.html
https://www.justiceinfo.net/en/79933-yankuba-touray-sentenced-to-death-in-gambia.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/4-gambians-set-for-free-medical-treatment-in-turkey/1673357
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and the soldiers, before the students finally ran out 
of the office with the soldier chasing after them. 
The witness added that he then heard a gunshot 
followed by more gunshots from the direction 
where the students had run off with the soldier after 
them. However, Lamin Camara and “Giri” Abdou 
Njie claim that they did not chase the students but 
that they were merely running back towards the 
police station as they had heard students say that 
they would burn it down. They both denied having 
shot at the students at this point and that the 
shooting only began when they reached the police 
station because they were attacked with stones. 

Note that the 2000 Commission of Inquiry 
recommended that Lamin Camara, first in command 
in Brikamaba during the protests, be prosecuted 
for the deaths and injuries suffered by victims at 
Brikamaba.

Lamin Camara vs “Giri” Abdou Njie

Lamin Camara affirmed that he was not aware that 
any of the soldiers of the group he was in charge 
of fired live bullets at the protestors in Brikamaba 
during the student protests in April 2000. He 
claimed that Captain Babucarr Keita informed him 
about the casualties later. “Giri’’ Abdou Njie who 
was the second in command during the student 
protests in Brikamaba on the other hand testified 
that he immediately informed his commander 
Corporal Lamin Camara that he had killed two 
individuals and injured others.70 He said that they 
(Lamin Camara and Abdou Njie) never spoke about 
it again after that. 

Lamin Camara also told the Commission that when 
he checked the status of the ammunition at the 
armoury after the events, he discovered that one 
bullet as well as an entire magazine was missing, 
which meant that (in total) 31 bullets were missing 
from “Giri” Abdou Njie ammunition.71 The TRRC 
recommended that Lamin Camara be removed 
from office if currently employed and that he be 
banned from holding public office for five years for 
knowingly providing false information.72  Giri” Abdou 
Njie claimed that he did not hide the magazine and 
that it was not missing. Giri” Abdou Njie admitted 
that he had fired 104 rounds but stated that he did 
not hide this fact. Giri” Abdou Njie also said that he 
was never called to explain his role in the killings 
until his testimony at the TRRC on 26th September 
2019. In the final report, the TRRC recommended 
that Abdou Giri Njie be be prosecuted for unlawful 
arrest, detention, torture and for the unlawful 
shooting that caused the deaths of two students by 
the names Sainey Nyabally and Ousman Sabally73. 
The Commission also suggested that Gorgui Mboob 
be prosecuted for the assault and injury of Ousman 
Sabally and that he be banned from holding public 
office for five years74. In 2020, National Human 
Rights Commission, NHRC, recommended that 
Gorgui Mboob be punished and removed from the 
Anti-Crime Unit after an independent investigative 
body found out that he abused power and harmed 
one Ebrima Sanneh and his colleagues in July 2020. 

Baboucarr Sowe vs Wassa Camara and Momodou 
Ceesay

During his testimony, former police Commissioner 
of Operations Baboucarr Sowe told the Commission 
that written order of operations were prepared and 

70See TRRC Digest Edition 8, page 88 for more details
71See TRRC Digest Edition 8, page 89 for more details
72See TRRC Report Volume 6, page 52
73See TRRC Final Report Volume 6, page 52
74See TRRC Report Volume 6, page 52
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disseminated to soldiers on rules of engagement 
regarding the demonstrations that were to take 
place on 10th April75. This conflicted with the 
testimonies of Wassa Camara who was a soldier 
responsible for stopping the student demonstration 
in Janjanbureh and Momodou Ceesay who was 
deployed to stop the student demonstrations as 
part of the PIU. Both maintained never having 
received these written operational orders, despite 
being read out the operational orders that were 
submitted to the Commission of Inquiry76. The 
TRRC recommended that Baboucarr Sowe and 
Momodou Ceesay be banned from holding public 
office for five years77.

Rex King vs Baboucarr Sowe and Momodou Ceesay

Zephaniah Beresford King also known as Rex King 
told the Commission that he gave an order to 
his deputy Sankung Badjie and Baboucarr Sowe 
that would have seemingly modified the original 
operational orders to allow the students to meet 
with the then Vice-President, Isatou Njie-Saidy 
instead of dispersing them.78 However, the Lead 
Counsel noted that Baboucarr Sowe had never 
mentioned receiving orders from Rex King to 
modify the operational orders.79 The Lead Counsel 
also said the then head of the PIU, Momodou 
Ceesay who was entrusted to maintain law and 
order around GTTI area did not mention this fact 
either and his description of events suggested that 
he was completely ignorant of this new order Rex 
King was claiming. 

Ousman Badjie vs Alhagie S. Darboe and Baboucarr 
Jatta

Ousman Badjie who was Secretary of State80 

testified that on 10th April 2000, when he arrived 
at the PIU Headquarters at around 8 am, he did not 
hear anything apart from the sound of a tear gas 
from afar.81 However, Deputy Lead Counsel Horeja 
Bala Gaye highlighted that the evidence received 
from multiple witnesses was that there was a lot of 
shooting going on around the PIU around that time. 

Ousman Badjie also denied saying to the detained 
students at the PIU Headquarters that he knew that 
they were under the influence of the opposition 
and that all opposition figures who were behind 
the students would be arrested and charged, which 
contradicted former Vice-President of the Gambia 
Students’ Union, GAMSU Alhaghie S. Darboe’s 
testimony. Ousman Badjie also denied telling 
Alhagie S. Darboe that “the order had already 
been given” when Alhaghie S. Darboe asked him 
to tell his men to stop firing. This also conflicted 
with Baboucarr Jatta’s testimony, which stated 
that he saw Ousman Badjie and Sankung Badjie 
standing about 15 metres away from the crowd and 
protested to them for allowing the shooting. 

Isatou Njie-Saidy vs Baboucarr Jatta

The then Vice-President of The Gambia, Isatou Njie-
Saidy’s testimony consisted in a denial of human 
rights violations that happened in The Gambia 
during the Jammeh regime. The Lead Counsel 
was outraged and highlighted repeatedly the 
inconsistencies in her testimony.

75See TRRC Digest 8 page 115 for more details
76See TRRC Digest 8 page 77-78 for more details
77See TRRC Final Report Volume 6, page 52 
78See TRRC Digest 8 page 137 for more details
79See TRRC Digest 8 page 137 for more details
80Minister of Interior and Secretary of State were the same positions at the time of the events
81See TRRC Digest 8 page 156 for more details
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82See TRRC Digest Edition 8, page 168 for more details.
83See TRRC Final Report Volume 6, page 51.

Isatou Njie-Saidy claimed not to have given the 
order for the military to be deployed on the ground, 
thus conflicting with former Chief of Defense of the 
Gambia Armed Forces, Baboucarr Jatta’s testimony, 
which asserted the contrary. Isatou Njie-Saidy 
claimed that Baboucarr Jatta could deploy without 
her clearance and asserted that it was her word 
against his82. The TRRC recommended that Isatou 
Njie Saidy, Baboucarr Jatta and Ousman Badjie 
be prosecuted for the arbitrary arrests, unlawful 
detentions, tortures, injuries and killings of the 
demonstrators83 . 
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Abdou Njie Giri/Grey Alive Gambia National 

Army

Baboucarr Jatta Alive Gambia National 
Army

Buba Jammeh Alive Gambia National 
Army

Gorgi L. Mboob Alive Gambia Police Force

Ismaila Jammeh Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Musa Jammeh Maliamungu Deceased Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Omar Sonko Alive Not mentioned

Ousman Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force; 
Minister of Interior

Seedy Baldeh Alive Gambia National 
Army

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President
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Human Rights Violations
Torture, including rape  
Extrajudicial killing 
Enforced disappearance
Forced abortion 
Sexual abuse, sex trafficking, sexual exploitation 
Arbitrary arrest and detention

Places
Janjanbureh Prison 
Bambadinka
Bansang Hospital 
Mile 2 Prison 
Denton Bridge 
Kanilai 
National Intelligence Agency 
Yankuba Touray’s House 
Yundum Barracks 
Fajara Barracks 
State House 
Westfield Junction 
Police Intervention Unit Headquarters 
Mansankonko Court

Sexual and Gender-Based Violence
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The 9th session of the TRRC public hearings started 
on 14th October and ran until 31st October 2019. 
This session was a historical moment in The 
Gambia as it was devoted to the highly sensitive 
issue of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV). 
The session saw 15 persons testify including 10 
victims (9 of whom were women), 2 witnesses to 
allegations of human rights violations and 1 high 
profile alleged perpetrator of human rights abuses 
and violations. Two persons testified via video 
conferencing/Skype and one victim testified as an 
anonymous witness. 

The third and fourth witnesses who came before 
the Commission were SGBV experts describing the 
magnitude of this phenomenon in the country and 
detailing the devastating medical, economical and 
psychosocial consequences it has on the survivors, 
families and their communities. 

Haddy Mboge Barrow who testified before the 
TRRC on 15th October 2019 and used to work as 
a community health nurse defined gender-based 
violence: “if the two words (gender and violence) are 
put together, one is trying to define inflicting pain 
on somebody whether it is physical, psychological, 
sexual because of the person’s gender, because 
the person is a woman, a girl or a boy”. During her 
testimony, Haddy Mboge Barrow also discussed 
data on sexual violence cases and how influential 
people in The Gambia are protected by the culture 
of silence.84

Dr. Babanding Daffeh who testified before the TRRC 
on 15th and 22nd October 2019, defined various 
SGBV notions such as rape, defilement, abduction, 
trafficking, wife battering, domestic violence, the 
four types of female genital mutilation (FGM) and 

other forms of sexual and gender based violence.85 

Dr. Babanding Daffeh explained that doctors stay 
away from cases of SGBV as they do not want to 
go to court. Discussing the frequency of sexual 
violence, rape emerged as the most common type 
of sexual violence especially among girls aged 5 to 
12. Dr. Babanding Daffeh told the Commission that 
he had seen security personnel from the police, the 
military and paramilitary, religious persons, imams, 
Islamic teachers (“oustas”), and teachers as well as 
medical personnel being involved in rape cases.

During the session, witnesses testified to having 
been subjected to torture due to their gender 
and raped or threatened with gang rape while in 
detention by security officials during the Yahya 
Jammeh regime. Bintou Nyabally was the second 
witness and survivor of SGBV to testify before 
the TRRC. She told the Commission that she was 
arrested with other opposition members on her way 
to a court hearing. She was then taken to the Police 
Intervention Unit,  PIU, in Banjul, interrogated, 
beaten and raped by two men, including one called 
“Sanneh”. Fatoumata Jawara who testified before 
the TRRC on 22nd October 2019 explained that she 
was arrested, tortured, threatened to be gang-
raped by NIA agents and unlawfully detained for 
being present at the protest at Westfield on 14th 
April 2016 in support of proper electoral reform. 
She also identified two of her assailants, one by 
the name of “Tamba” and the other Sheikh Omar 
Jeng86 and stated she would never forget Sheikh 
Omar Jeng’s voice after he threatened her: “if you 
don’t speak, these men that are here, all of them. 
I will tell them to have intercourse with you”. She 
highlighted that in addition to the physical injuries 

84Haddy Mboge Barrow told the Commission on 15th October 2019 that when a victim reports a crime committed by an influential person, even the 
parents will tell the victim not to disclose anything. Haddy Mboge Barrow added that if the perpetrator’s name is mentioned, negotiations will go on 
and the case will not go anywhere. See TRRC Digest Edition 9, page 29 for more details. 
85See TRRC Digest Edition 9, pages 38-39 for more details. 
86Former Operations Commander at the NIA who is facing trial as part of the case known as the “NIA 9 case” on numerous offences ranging from 
conspiracy to commit felony, assault causing serious bodily harm, murder and making false documents at the time of release of this publication. 
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she still suffers from, her persecutors still haunt 
her dreams. The Commission in the final report 
suggested that Sheikh Omar Jeng, Foday Barry, 
Baba Saho, Kawsu Camara “Bombardier,” Alagie 
Martin and Solo Bojang be prosecuted for the 
sexualized tortures they commited87. 

Four other witnesses testified about the rapes they 
suffered at the hands of the most senior persons 
of the regime including then Minister of Interior 
Ousman Sonko88 and former President Yahya 
Jammeh, with the latter putting pressure on the 
families. It was revealed that Yahya Jammeh used 
state institutions to coerce women to come to his 
place and abused them. The anonymous witness 
who testified on 28th October 2019 at the TRRC 
described a system of sexual abuse and exploitation 
of young vulnerable89 women: “Yahya Jammeh 
was very powerful and cunning, using his position 
of authority. He put a system in place using State 
institutions and resources to ensure that women 
would not or could not say no.” She also accused a 
man working at the Ministry of Justice of sexually 
assaulting her in his office.  It is reported that the 
man90 was still working there91 at the time of the 
testimony, despite assurances from the Ministry 
that they take the issue of SGBV seriously.

During this session it was disclosed that Jimbee 
Jammeh, a relative of Yahya Jammeh, helped him 
put in place a system for sexual assault. It was 
revealed that Jimbee Jammeh was the link between 
girls also called “protocol girls”92 and Yahya Jammeh, 

and was said to be  the one taking girls to him. 
The anonmyous witness also revealed that Jimbee 
Jammeh along with Lamin Manga, the former Press 
Secretary of the Office of the President, used to 
bring women from other countries to have sex with 
Yahya Jammeh. The anonymous witness recalled 
that on one occasion, she even accompanied 
Jimbee Jammeh to the airport to pick-up one of the 
women. 

A defining moment during this session was the 
testimony of Fatou A. Jallow also known as  Toufah 
Jallow. She appeared before the TRRC on 31st 
October 2019 and told the Commission about her 
rape by Yahya Jammeh and the impact it had on her 
life.93 She explained that after winning the July 22nd 
Beauty and Scholarship Pageant94 in 2014, Jimbee 
Jammeh tried to establish a relationship of trust 
and Yahya Jammeh started paying close attention 
to her. 

Toufah Jallow explained that Yahyah Jammeh was 
furious as she had earlier refused his marriage 
proposal. Jimbee Jammeh ensnared her into a trap 
at State House during an all-night Quran recitation 
(a Gamo) and handed her over to  Yahya Jammeh. 
He injected a substance into her arm and raped 
her. Toufah Jallow stated: “Yahya Jammeh decided 
to penetrate me, but before he did, he took out a 
needle from his pocket and he injected me on my 
arm. I am not sure of what it is or what it was for 
unlike in the movies, when you are injected you just 
don’t fall immediately (…)”. The TRRC recommended 

87See TRRC Final Report Volume 10, page 53
88Former Minister of Interior Ousman Sonko is in Switzerland awaiting trial since 2017 for torture and crimes against humanity including rape at the time of 
release of this publication. Visit TRIAL International webpage for more details on Ousman Sonko’s case.
89The anonymous witness explained that there are two factors of vulnerability, youth and poverty. See TRRC Digest Edition 9, page 83 for more details.
90According to our research the name of the person accused by the anonymous witness as sexually assaulting her and who she said to still be working at the 
Ministry of Justice is Henry Carroll.
91Watch from 14 minutes  the  25 minutes documentary by Toufah Jallow and Marion Volkmann-Brandau to get other details from the anonymous witness.
92According to reports and testimonies, the protocol girls were recruited by Yahya Jammeh with the help of Jimbee Jammeh. Using his position of power, Yahya 
Jammeh put pressure on the girls and coerced them into having sex with him. As the girls were paid by the protocol department they were called “protocol 
girls”. See Former Gambian President Yahya Jammeh Accused of Rape article from Justice Info for more details on the “protocol girls”. 
93On 28th June 2019, the New York Times released an article in which Toufah Jallow detailed the rape. 
94Yahya Jammeh was the beauty pageant’s founder. It was launched in 2010 and the goal was for girls to showcase their talents, knowledge  and beauty in 
order to win a scholarship.

https://trialinternational.org/latest-post/ousman-sonko/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1sePjayA7u8
https://www.justiceinfo.net/en/41768-former-gambian-president-yahya-jammeh-accused-of-rape.html
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that the prosecution of Yahya Jammeh for the rape 
of Fatou Jallow “Toufa,” Protected Witness DB18 
and FB17.95

Binta Jamba who testified before the TRRC on 
30th October 2019 revealed that Ousman Sonko 
raped her repeatedly, threatening her with his gun 
to kill her, tortured and kidnapped her after her 
husband,  Almamo Manneh,96 got killed. The TRRC 
recommended that Ousman Sonko be prosecuted 
for raping Binta Jamba and a 15-year old girl in 
Lamin Daranka and Protected Witness F. The 
Commission also suggested that he be prosecuted 
for the harassment of 5 female prison officers of 
The Gambia Prison Services.97 

It is important to highlight that despite their first 
hand testimonies regarding the sexual and gender-
based violence they were subjected to, these were 
frequently and notably referred to as “alleged”98 

by the legal counsels (and other TRRC staff), which 
had not been the case when witnesses discussed 
topics such as torture, arbitray arrest, enforced 
disappearance and extrajudicial killings during 
previous sessions. 

Furthermore, during this session, some witnesses 
were either prevented from naming persons 
accused of sexual violence or asked to refer to those 
accused of enabling a system by using numbers, 
which was not the case in previous testimonies 
and sessions. Witnesses were asked to speak about 
the relationship Yahya Jammeh had with some 
of the women that used to come to State House 
and were given a list of names with numbers, to 
avoid revealing the identity of the individuals. In 

95See TRRC Final Report Volume 10, page 53 
96Lalo Jaiteh, who testified at the TRRC, recounted that Landing Sanneh and 
Almamo Manneh were discussing in a tape allegedly recorded by Ousman 
Sonko the possibility of preparing a coup. A team has been assembled to stop 
Landing Sanneh and Almamo Manneh. Ousman Sonko told Lalo Jaiteh that he 
(Almamo Manneh) died resisting arrest. See TRRC Digest Edition 8, page 101 
for more details.
97See TRRC Final Report Volume 10, page 53
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one instance, the Counsel accepted when Tida 
Jatta Jarju “preferred not to mention” publicly the 
names of protocol officers involved in handling the 
pageant contestants invited to State House. 

It is also important to note that a case not included 
in this session is the 2011 murder of Mariama 
Camara, a female soldier who was reportedly 
sexually abused by Yahya Jammeh. Mariama 
Camara was reportedly killed in her room along 
with her husband, Alpha Jallow, at Hamza Barracks 
on orders of Yahya Jammeh after allegedly getting 
pregnant. The Commission in the final report 
recommended that further investigations be 
conducted into the killings of Mariama Camara 
and Alpha Jallow for the purpose of prosecuting 
those found responsible.99 Another important issue 
that was not further discussed during this session 
was  the information reported by Binta Jamba 
that Ousman Sonko brought other women before 
her to a building opposite State House, where he 
kidnapped, beat and repeatedly raped her.

In the course of this historical session, three days 
were dedicated to hearing the testimony of a high 
profile alleged perpetrator, Edward Singhateh, 
regarding the numerous human rights violations 
he had been accused of throughout the TRRC 
public hearings. Edward Singhateh denied all the 
accusations against him and most notably that of 
the murder of former Finance Minister Ousman 
Koro Ceesay, while his orderly and his driver, Lamin 
Marong and Lamin Fatty, said they had dropped 
him at Yankuba Touray’s house on the night of 
the murder. The session also included a televised 
reconciliation between Edward Singhateh and 
another high-profile confessed human rights 

violator, Sanna Sabally. At the time of release of this 
publication, both men are free and have not been 
prosecuted for any of the numerous crimes they 
have been accused of.

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Edward Singhateh 

Edward Singhateh’s testimony conflicted with 
the testimonies of witnesses given during the 
previous sessions regarding his involvement in the 
5th/6th September 1994 mock executions at Mile 
2 Prison; the 11th November 1994 failed coup 
and subsequent extrajudicial killing of Lieutenant 
Basirou Barrow, Lieutenant Gibril Saye, Lieutenant 
Abdoulie Dot Faal, Sergeant Ebrima (Ebou M) 
Ceesay, Lieutenant Buba Jammeh, Sergeant Fafa 
Nyang, Lieutenant Lamin Darboe, Sergeant Basirou 
Camara, Lieutenant Bakary Sanneh/Nyancho and 
Cadet Amadou Sillah; the unlawful arrest and 
incarceration of Sanna Sabally and Sadibou Hydara; 
the assassination of Ousman Koro Ceesay in 1995 
at Yankouba Touray’s house; the arrest, detention 
and torture of civilians said to be demonstrating 
near the American Embassy and the attack on UDP 
supporters at Denton Bridge in 1996. 

During his testimony, the Lead Counsel highlighted 
and counted fifty allegations by other witnesses, 
all of who claimed to have been present during 
the alleged incidents. Nevertheless, Edward 
Singhateh100 maintained that all of them had lied101. 
Though he accepted overall responsibility for the 
allegations in terms of being present, he denied 
any part in the murder of Ousman Koro Ceesay and 

98To get more details of the Gambian Truth Commission’s proceedings in regard to sexual and gender-based violence watch 
the  25 minutes documentary by Toufah Jallow and Marion Volkmann-Brandau. 
99See TRRC Final Report Volume 8, page 59
100According to the Freedom Newspaper Edward Singhateh was based in Nigeria in 2019. He used to be the Vice-President 
of ECOWAS Commission.
101See TRRC Digest Edition 9, page 183 for more details 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1sePjayA7u8
https://www.freedomnewspaper.com/2019/10/25/edward-singhateh-returns-to-nigeria-on-wednesday-night/
https://www.kerrfatou.com/ecowas-clarifies-edward-singhateh-is-no-longer-their-staff/
https://www.kerrfatou.com/ecowas-clarifies-edward-singhateh-is-no-longer-their-staff/
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instead launched into an elaborate story of money 
to the tune of two hundred and fifty thousand US 
Dollars from Libya to support rebels in Casamance. 
The TRRC recommended the prosecution of Yahya 
Jammeh, Edward Singhateh, Yankuba Touray and 
Peter Singhateh for the premeditated murder of 
Ousman Koro Ceesay and for subverting the course 
of justice by covering up their crime.102 

Yusupha Sanneh 

1) Killing of Daba Marenah, Alpha Bah, Ebou Lowe, 
Alieu Ceesay, Manlafi Corr, Masi/ Masireh Jammeh 
and a woman called Julia

During his testimony at the TRRC on 22nd July 
2019, Malick Jatta said that when Daba Marenah, 
Alpha Bah, Ebou Lowe, Alieu Ceesay, Manlafi Corr, 
Masi/ Masireh Jammeh and a woman called Julia, 
were killed, the team of Junglers was joined by 
“outsiders.” Malick Jatta further revealed that these 
were Saikou Jammeh, Sainey Jammeh, Yusupha 
Sanneh, Omar Jallow, Bora Colley, and Michael 
Correa. During his testimony before  the TRRC on 
23rd October 2019, Yusupha Sanneh refuted being 
present during that operation.103 

2) Killing of West African migrants in 2005

Malick Jatta said that he was based in Kanilai the 
night of the killing and that he and his team led by 
Solo Bojang met the vehicles carrying the victims 
on the road. Yusupha Sanneh on the other hand 
claimed that Malick Jatta was present at the house 
close to the Palma Rima junction and that he was 
the one who tied the hands of some of the West 
African migrants before putting them on the back of 

several pick-ups and driving them to their execution 
site.104

102See TRRC Final Report Volume 4, page 
103See TRRC Digest Edition 9, page 63 for more details
104See TRRC Digest Edition 9, page 61 for more details
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
David Colley Alive Gambia Prison 

Services

Jimbee Jammeh Alive State House

Ousman Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force; 
Minister of Interior

Sanna Manjang Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Sheikh Omar Jeng Alive National Intelligence 
Agency, (NIA)

Tumbul Tamba Deceased Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Yankuba Colley Alive Mayor, APRC Party 
Executive

Yankuba Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force

Yankuba Touray Alive Gambia National 
Army; AFPRC Junta 
Member; Minister of 
Local Government 
and Lands

Yayha Jammeh Alive Office of the President
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Human Rights Violations
Persecution 
Arbitrary arrest and detention 
Torture, as well as inhuman and degrading treatment 
leading to death 
Rape 
Forced labour

Places
One Of Yahya Jammeh’s Residences In Kanilai 
Baba Jobe’s Compound 
Mile 2 Prison 
National Intelligence Agency 
Essau 
Jambur 
Sibanor Police Station 
Fort Bullen 
Makumbaya 
Barra 
Banjul Police Headquarters 
Holgam Detention Center

 2009 Witch-Hunt Exercise

The 10th Session of the TRRC began on the 11th 
November 2019 and ended on 5th December 
2019. The four-week session focused on the 2009 
witch-hunt campaign ordered by Yahya Jammeh. 
The session was the longest with 39 sittings before 
the Commission and 44 witnesses coming to testify 
including 20 women. 27 witnesses were victims of 
the witch-hunt in addition to their relatives, and 
only a few were alleged perpetrators of human 

rights abuses and violations. One person, namely 
Mustapha Ceesay, accused of witchcraft and who 
documented the witch-hunt, testified via video 
conferencing/Skype. 

Session 10 of the TRRC entertained for the first 
time, regional hearings held in the Greater Banjul 
Area, Essau, Jambur and Sibanor. Also, for the first 
time, the TRRC heard almost as many women as 
men during the public hearings.

The four-week session revealed that the witch-hunt 
campaign ordered by Yahya Jammeh resulted in 
the persecution, arbitrary arrest and detention, 
torture, inhuman and degrading treatment of 
hundreds of mainly elderly men and women from 
various villages in West Coast and North Bank 
regions including the village of Sintet, Jambur, 
Makumbaya, Essau and Barra. The youngest person 

Photo of the witch-doctors shown during one of the hearings. 



73|

who testified before the TRRC was Lamin Jobarteh 
who was 16 years old when accused of witchcraft 
during the witch-hunt in Barra. The police 
headquarters in Banjul was also attacked as well 
as security personnel. The TRRC in the final report 
recommended the prosecution of Yahya Jammeh, 
Solo Bojang, Ensa Badjie, Tambajiro, Saikou Jallow, 
and Omar Jawo for the inhuman and degrading 
treatment and torture inflicted on those victimised 
during the witch hunting exercise.105 

There is  no official explanation for the choice of 
villages targeted by the witch-hunt. However, the 
former Inspector General of Police, Ensa Badjie106 

(alias Jesus), who testified before the TRRC on 13th 
November 2019 explained that he attended a “Meet 
the Farmers” tour in Somita where Yahya Jammeh 
stated that people from the Foni region107 “eat 
people”, referring to the fact that people believe 
that wizards / witches “eat” people. Lamin Ceesay, 
who saved his parents108 from the witch-hunt in 
Essau, testified before the TRRC on 2nd December 
2019 and explained that the witch-hunters were 
invited right after the death of Yahya Jammeh’s aunt 
as Yahya Jammeh believed his aunt had been killed 
by witchcraft.109 According to Mustapha Ceesay 
who testified before the TRRC on 12th November 
2019,  Yahya Jammeh apparently wanted to test a 
new drug to see if it was more effective than opium 
to create a new drug trade. Yahya Jammeh then 
allegedly used those abducted during the witch-
hunt campaign as guinea pigs to study the effect of 
“kubejaro”,110 a local hallucinogenic plant.

According to testimonies given, Yahya Jammeh 
called in Fula witch-hunters from Guinea-Conakry 
or Mali and ordered them to go to villages to “treat” 
the witches and wizards of the country. Although  
witnesses told the TRRC that the marabouts/witch-
hunters were Fula men, Matty Sanyang111 recalled 
that the Fula they were speaking was different from 
the one spoken in The Gambia. 

105See TRRC Final Report Volume 11, page 34.
106Inspector General of Police, IGP, from June 2008 to March 2010. Accused of having participated in the persecution, arbitrary arrest and detention, torture, inhuman and degrading treatment 
-leading to death in some cases- of security sector officials as well as the unlawful demotion of former police officer Mustapha Ceesay in 2009. Confessed to the unlawful arrest and detention 
of then Brigadier General Gibril Bojang in 2009. Ensa “Jesus” Badjie was unlawfully sacked in March 2010, arrested, tortured, and sentenced to life imprisonment on robbery-related offences. 
He was pardoned in 2015. According to several media reports, he was reinstated back into the Police Force with the rank of a Police Commissioner in February 2020, that information dates 
from April 2020.
107The region Yahya Jammeh hails from. There were no targeted communities, which goes to show that the former dictator was not selective in his abuse and violations against Gambians and 
non-Gambians.
108Lamin Ceesay testified that he was beaten by the Green Boys and soldiers including OC Omar Jawo. He added that he was handcuffed by Saikou Jallow as he objected when Saikou Jallow 
told him that Yahya Jammeh said his (Lamin Ceesay) parents needed “medical treatment”. While Lamin Ceesay was being beaten, his parents and other elderly people managed to escape. See 
TRRC Digest Edition 10, page 182 for more details.
109See Amnesty International’s article which corroborates Lamin Ceesay’s explanation “Hundreds accused of ‘witchcraft’ persecuted in The Gambia”
110Kubajero also known as kubajara is a local hallucinogenic and corrosive plant which is very intoxicating. 
111Matty Sanyang was accused of witchcraft, abducted, and forced to drink a concoction. She testified before the TRRC on 28th November 2019
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Kubejaro, a local hallucinogenic plant

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2009/03/hundreds-accused-039witchcraft039-persecuted-gambia-20090318/
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The witch-hunters benefited from the assistance of 
state security as well as Green Boys and Girls112, a 
vigilante group mobilised to intimidate and harass 
citizens on Yahya Jammeh’s behalf. According to 
several witnesses, the team of witch-hunters were 
in some instances assisted by Alkalos113 and local 
police officers. Former IGP, Ensa Badjie, contrary 
to what victims stated, denied being a willful 
participant and deflected all responsibility to Yahya 
Jammeh. 

It was also disclosed during that session that Solo 
Bojang, a senior member of the Junglers hit squad, 
was the leader of the witch-hunt as he carried out, 
directed, and coordinated the campaign. Sainey 
Ba Bojang, accused of witchcraft, testified before 
the TRRC on 19th November 2019 and stated “Solo 
Bojang came and hit the compound gate with the 
butt of his gun. The group of men looked into the 
compound and the people in red were beating 
drums. The men in red looked inside but did not say 
anything and left. Then, Alkalo Kebba Bojang came, 
looked inside, and said, ‘my nephew, you are also 
going’.”

The abducted victims testified having been driven 
to a house in Kololi known to be Baba Jobe’s 
compound while others were taken to Kanilai, at a 
place they believed to be one of former President 
Jammeh’s houses. In both places, victims were 
beaten, tortured, and subjected to degrading and 
inhuman conditions in addition to being forced 
to bathe naked or semi-naked in an unidentified 
liquid. Fatou Sowe who testified before the TRRC on 
19th November 2019 explained that just before the 
abducted victims were released to go home, they 
were told to go and bathe with the “medicine” they 
had been given to drink. They were forced to take 

off their clothes and stand naked in front of a young 
man who poured the water on them and rubbed 
the “medicine” all over their body. The TRRC in the 
final report recommended the prosecution of Solo 
Bojang and Saihou Jallow for leading roles they 
played in the witch hunting exercise during which 
sexual and gender-based violence occurred114. 

112The Green Boys and Girls arose from the 22nd July Movement and were the military wing of the ruling Alliance for 
Patriotic Reorientation and Construction, APRC party. Many of its members then established themselves as Green Boys 
since green is the party’s colour. 
113Village head
114See TRRC Final Report Volume 10, page 53
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Victims were also forced to drink a concoction 
believed to have been made from kubejaro. The 
effects of this concoction were dramatic directly 
after drinking but also over the long term. Alieu 
Mbaye stated that the abducted persons were 
all sitting in the hall and many of them could not 
even get up to reach the toilet and therefore some 
people urinated on themselves while some had 
diarrhoea. Dado Bah remembered that those who 
drank the concoction and were bathed with it, 
looked like dead people when they were brought 
out. Mustapha Ceesay reported that the aunt of an 
officer called Jarju115 was raped by the Green Boys 
while she was intoxicated and that they kept raping 
her even when she was unconscious. In the final 
report, the TRRC recommended the prosecution 
of Yahya Jammeh, Solo Bojang and Saikou Jallow 
for the murder and manslaughter of 41 individuals 
who died from drinking toxic concotions.116 

Sankung Balajo who testified before the TRRC on 4th 
December 2019 stated that there was a cameraman 
called Sankung Fatty reporting the abduction all 
the way to the detention in Kololi. Sankung Balajo 
explained that the cameraman told him that the 
video recording was for Yahya Jammeh.  

The TRRC announced that according to the 
testimonies received, at least 39 of the victims 
reportedly died after their ordeals but we believe 
this number to be greater due to the many cases 
that are yet to be accounted for. In addition to 
having serious health problems, victims had to face 
life-time stigma of being accused of witchcraft. 
After the abduction, the social bond crumbled and 
families were stigmatised within their community 
because a family member had been accused of 

witchcraft. Therese Gomez who testified before the 
TRRC on 14th November 2019 explained that other 
children ran away from her because their mothers 
have told them that her (Therese Gomez) is a witch. 
She added that she stopped going to community 
programmes because people run away from her. 

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Ensa Badjie 

1) Loyalty to Yahya Jammeh

Ensa Badjie claimed that when he was Inspector 
General of Police, he told officers serving under 
him that promotion within the police was merit-
based and they should be loyal to the government. 
However, Mustapha Ceesay testified that Ensa 
Badjie had stated on a number of occasions, 
including in December 2008, that no officer 
would be promoted unless they were loyal to the 
President, Yahya Jammeh. 

During Mustapha Ceesay’s testimony, the Deputy 
Lead Counsel quoted an article that had been 
posted on All Africa, whose authors were Hatab 
Fadera and Assan Sallah and that was dated Monday 
1st December 2008. The title of the article was 
“IGP calls for loyalty to prezzy and the nation”, and 
quoted “We in the security services have realised 
that we are public servants of this country in which 
loyalty is unquestionable.” (…) “If you are not loyal 
to the president and his government of the day, 
you have no room within my force because I will 
make sure that you are out of the police force”. The 
Deputy Lead Counsel then explained that the next 
paragraph talked about a recent donation from 

115First name not mentioned but Mustapha Ceesay specified that the officer called Jarju was from Makumbaya.
116See TRRC report Volume 11, page 34 
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the President: 14 brown new pickups to the police 
force. The article went on by quoting Ensa Badjie 
saying: “So if President Jammeh is dying for us, we 
should also die for him.” The Deputy Lead Counsel 
noted that these statements were attributed to IGP 
Ensa Badjie. 

2) The witch-hunt campaign

Ensa Badjie told the Commission that he was only 
made aware of the visit of the witch-hunters to 
Banjul Police Headquarters on Wednesday 14th 
January after speaking to Yahya Jammeh in the 
morning and that he did not attend the morning 
parade, which Abdou Colley confirmed in his 
testimony. He also denied that the witch-hunters 
had visited the offices the previous day (Tuesday 
13th January). In his testimony, Ken Mendy who 
was superintendent of the Registry of Police at 
the time of the event, also only referred to the 
witch-hunters visiting on one occasion. However, 
Mustapha Ceesay vehemently asserted that his 
recollection of events was correct and that the 
witch-hunters visited Police Headquarters on two 
occasions. Mustapha Ceesay explained that upon 
arrival on Wednesday 14th January, his colleague 
Inspector Yusupha Saine informed him that after his 
departure the previous day (Tuesday 13th January), 
witch-hunters came to their office and recorded all 
their names. He added that Yusupha Saine further 
told him that Ensa Badjie had ordered everybody 
to attend the morning parade on Wednesday 14th 
January 2009.117

Ensa Badjie testified that he did not accompany the 
witch-hunters when they escorted Kumba Jatta, 
a police officer, from the parade to his office and 
confirmed that he was not present when Kumba 
Jatta’s jujus were taken off his body. Abdou Colley118 
testified that Kumba Jatta was not at the morning 
parade and only two persons were identified there: 
Mustapha Ceesay and Yahya Darboe. Abdou Colley 
added that Ensa Badjie led the witch-hunters to 
Kumba Jatta’s office. Mam Jarra Jatta also testified 
that her father, Kumba Jatta told them he was sitting 
in his office at Police Headquarters in Banjul when 
Ensa Badjie and Regimental Sergeant Major, RSM 
Abdou Colley came into his office accompanied by 
the “men in red” and plain clothes officers.119 

Abdou Colley 

Abdou Colley told the Commission that Ensa 
Badjie was present for the ritual at Banjul 
Police Headquarters during which animals were 
slaughtered and an oath of allegiance to Yahya 
Jammeh sworn, but that he (Abdou Colley) and 
others kept themselves away from the group. 
However, Mustapha Ceesay testified that junior 
and senior officers as well as the general men 
swore an oath of allegiance to the President (Yahya 
Jammeh).120 

When asked whether, as a disciplinary officer, 
he had any role in the punishment of Mustapha 
Ceesay,121 Abdou Colley said that in this instance 
Ensa Badjie made the decision, and no charge 
sheet was forwarded to him. The Deputy Lead 

117See TRRC Digest Edition 10, page 19 for more details.
118Former Police Regimental Sergeant Major, RSM at Banjul Police Headquarters at the time of the event. According to information dated from 
November 2019 Abdou Colley is now Chief Superintendent of The Gambia Police Force (GPF). At the time of release of this publication, it is 
unclear if he still holds the position.
119See TRRC Digest Edition 10, page 62 for more details. 
120 See TRRC Digest Edition 10, page 21 for more details.
121Mustapha Ceesay was accused of witchcraft and refused to go to the witch doctors’ place that he later found out was at Baba Jobe’s 
compound. Mustapha Ceesay explained that RSM (Police Regimental Sergeant Major) Abdou Colley ordered one sergeant called Ali Jobe 
who was Mustapha Ceesay’s junior to write his (Mustapha Ceesay) charge sheet. Mustapha Ceesay was charged with two counts, first count: 
Disobedience to orders, and second count: Discreditable conduct. 
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Counsel countered that they had information 
from Mustapha Ceesay that he (Abdou Colley) 
had marched the officers to the orderly room with 
charges, but Abdou Colley still denied that this took 
place. 

Mustapha Ceesay 

Mustapha Ceesay told the Commission that the 
number of persons identified at the Banjul Police 
Headquarters as witches was far greater than 10. 
However, Ken Mendy and Ensa Badjie testified that 
there were about 10 names recorded on the day 
the witch-hunters came to the Police Headquarters. 

Omar Jawo 

Omar Jawo testified that he did not participate in 
the torture of Lamin Ceesay, which is contrary to 
Lamin Ceesay’s testimony that stated that Omar 
Jawo122 together with Saikou Jallow123 and other 
soldiers had beaten him with chains, 8 mm rods, 
pipes and sticks at Fort Bullen during the witch-
hunt campaign.124 The TRRC in the final report 
recommended that Ensa Badjie and Omar Jawo 
be banned from serving in the security services 
or holding any public office in the civil service or 
government125. 

122Former Officer Commanding of Barra Police Station. Confessed to participating in the persecution, arbitrary arrest and detention, 
torture, inhuman and degrading treatment of residents of Barra and Essau in 2009. Accused of torturing Lamin Ceesay in 2009. Retired 
at the time of release of this publication.
123Former Captain in the Gambia National Army posted at Barra. Said to be a manager of Yahya Jammeh’s properties on the North 
Bank and alleged  to be among the death squad team “the Junglers”. Accused of participating in the persecution, arbitrary arrest and 
detention, torture, inhuman and degrading treatment - leading to death in some cases - of residents of Essau and Barra. Accused of 
participating in the torture of Lamin Ceesay in 2009 at Fort Bullen. Saikou Jallow also known as Saihou Jallow testified before the TRRC 
on 27th May 2021 and discussed the witch-hunt campaign. He explained that the witch-hunters were for most of them from Guinea-
Conakry adding that they were introduced to Solo Bojang. Saikou Jallow confirmed that Yahya Jammeh wanted to “clear Foni” as they 
were “eating people’’. He also confirmed that the witch-hunts were recorded and shown to Yahya Jammeh but denied that it was 
recorded when people were feeling the effects of the hallucinogenic concoction.  See TRRC Digest Edition 23 for more details.  
124See TRRC Digest  Edition 10, page 182 for more details.
125See TRRC Report Volume 11, page 34
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Ensa Badjie Jesus Alive Gambia Police Force

Kebba Jarjue Bojang Alive Alkalo (Village Head)

Lamin Sowe Alive Not mentioned

Omar Jawo Alive Gambia Police Force

Ousman Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force; 
Minister of Interior

Saikou Jallow Alive Gambia National 
Army

Salifou Corr Alive Gambia National 
Army

Solo Bojang Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Tambajiro Alive Witch-hunter

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President
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Human Rights Violations
Ill-treatment and torture including sexual abuse
Forcible exile 
Forced labour 
Religious persecution and intolerance 
Arbitrary arrest/detention 
Enforced Disappearance

Places
Banjul Police Station
Brikama Mosque 
National Intelligence Agency
Bambadinka 
Mile 2 Prison 
State House 
Supreme Islamic Council Headquarters 
Brikama Police Station
Police Intervention Unit Headquarters 
Banjul Police Headquarters 
Yundum Police Station 
Sibanor Police Station
Bwiam Police Station
Janjanbureh Prison 
Kerr Mot Ali
Senegal 
Farafenni Police Station 
Njau Police Station 
Kauur Police Station 

Attacks on Religious Freedom

The 11th session of the public hearings of the Truth, 
Reconciliation and Reparations Commission, TRRC, 
which began on 20th January 2020 and ended on 
Thursday 6th February 2020 focused on attacks on 
the religious freedom of people during the Yahya 
Jammeh regime. 

During the course of this session, witnesses testified 
to the arrest, detention, torture and persecution 
of imams for preaching a brand of Islam or views 
that were different from that espoused by religious 
leaders close to Yahya Jammeh126. Witnesses put 
forward that the Supreme Islamic Council, SIC, 
played an important role in those attacks. The SIC, 
a non-governmental organisation established in 

1992 with the self-appointed mandate to monitor 
Islamic practice, does not have the authority to 
direct arrests or detentions. Yet, multiple witnesses 
indicated they believed the SIC were using their 
close ties to the then President to attack perceived 
rivals’ hand in glove with state agents. A number 
of witnesses singled out Imam Abdoulie Fatty who 
served as imam at the State House mosque from 
August 1995 to November 2014 and Modou Lamin 
Touray, President of the SIC since 2008, as initiating 
such attacks. The Commission in the final report 
recommended that a study be done on how to 
reform and remodel the SIC under a proper legal 
framework.127 

126See article on Kairo News entitled “Imam’s Illegal Detention; Jammeh’s Dirty Secrets Exposed.” 
127See TRRC Final Report Volume 5, page 33
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Particularly harassed were the Ahmadiyyah Muslim 
Jamat, and the followers of Ndigal. The Ahmadiyyah 
were subject of harassment as early as 1997 when 
the imam at State House publicly called for them 
to be slaughtered in the central square. They 
also suffered a series of harassments and attacks 
including destruction of their mosques and denial 
to bury their dead in a Muslim cemetery. The TRRC 
recommended that Yahya Jammeh be prosecuted 
for the persecution of Ahmadiyyah Muslim Jamat, 
Shia Muslims and the Ndigal Sects in The Gambia.128 

The session also heard testimonies from witnesses 
regarding the religious persecution, arbitrary arrest 
and detention, and torture of hundreds of Ndigal 
sect followers. According to witness’ testimony, 
conflict over religious practices within an influential 
family became politicized, resulting in the forcible 

128See TRRC Final Report Volume 5, page 32 

Ndigal and his followers
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exile from the village of Kerr Mot Ali Gambia by 
agents of the state to Senegal. They continue to 
live as refugees in Senegal despite a ruling from 
the Gambian High Court in October 2017 that the 
actions of the State against Ndigal were illegal 
ordering the followers of the sect to return to their 
settlement.129 The TRRC recommended that the 
government enforce the judgment by the High 
Court and that the members of the exiled Ndigal 
Sect should be returned to Kerr Mott Ali and their 
properties returned to them.130

The attacks on religious minorities were not 
limited to Muslims, who also shared the same 
faith as Yahya Jammeh, but in fact extended 
to the Christian community, with one witness 
testifying to what he termed as the escalating 
persecution and harassment of Gambian 
Christians during the Jammeh era. This culminated 
in the [unconstitutional] declaration of The Gambia 
in December 2015 as an Islamic Republic131.The 
witness stressed that prior to the Jammeh regime, 
Christians and Muslims had peacefully coexisted 
in the country. The Commission in the final report 
suggested that it be made a rule that the Head of 
State shall not hold any substantive position in the 
SIC, religious body or religious order.132

Both Christian and Ahmadiyyah Muslim Jamat 
witnesses complained that the State supported 
visits of Zakir Nair in October 2014, an Indian 
Islamic preacher banned in several countries for 
his promotion of radical beliefs, contributed to the 
rising atmosphere of intolerance. 

During this session, an expert witness, Abdoulie 

Saine, discussed the making of the Jammeh 
dictatorship and the persona of Yahya Jammeh as 
the ruler of the country and religious figure.

Editor’s Note:

The Commission did not hear from any Shia despite 
the fact they were also victims of SIC harrassment in 
August 2008, which stated that the SIC had ordered 
all programmes that propagated or defended Shia 
to stop immediately.

In his testimony, Abdoulie Saine discussed Yahya 
Jammeh’s support for advancing women’s rights in 
the country but altogether failed to highlight the 
numerous allegations of SGBV of women and girls 
against him, which would have offered a complete 
picture as to his modus operandi.

The session saw 15 persons testify, all men, including 
1 accused of committing human rights violations. 

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Imam Baba Leigh vs Omar A. Jallow

On the torture of Imam Baba Leigh, Imam Baba 
Leigh insisted that he did not know the identities 
of his torturers. However, in testimony given in July 
2019 Omar A. Jallow (session 6) alleged that he 
heard that Imam Baba Leigh spoke during his torture 
and it was recorded on an audiotape. Omar Jallow 
attested that he later heard that Imam Baba Leigh 
had mentioned Oya (Omar A. Jallow) and Nfansu 
Nyabally. There was also significant discrepancy 
regarding the number of torture sessions. While 

129See article on The Standard entitled “Court Affirms Decision For Exiled Followers of Sereign Ndigal to Return.”
130See TRRC Final Report Volume 5, page 33 
131See article on BBC entitled “The Gambia: Africa’s new Islamic Republic.” 
132See TRRC Final Report Volume 5, page 33 
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Omar Jallow testified that he only participated in 
one torture session, Imam Baba Leigh insisted he 
was tortured for nine nights in a row. In the final 
report, the TRRC recommended that that Yahya 
Jammeh be prosecuted for the unlawful arrest, 
detention and torture of Imam Baba Leigh, Ba 
Kawsu Fofana, Sheikh Muhideen Hydara and 
Alhaiba Hydara.

Imam Baba Leigh vs Amadou Badjie

Amadou Badjie also told the Commission (session 
6) that he had only participated in one torture 
session. Though Imam Baba Leigh testified that he 
endured nine torture sessions and did not specifiy 
the names of his torturers during his testimony, it is 
important to note this discrepancy. 

Ganyie Touray vs Yunusa Ceesay

Ganyie Touray testified that according to the 
records of the governor’s office, there were 35 
compounds and not 81 compounds in Kerr Mot Ali 
in 2009 and that out of the 35 compounds, 15 were 
not part of the Ndigal sect. This contradicts Yunusa 
Ceesay’s testimony, which stated that there were 
81 compounds in the village of Kerr Mot Ali in 2009 
and that the inhabitants were all followers of the 
Ndigal sect. Furthermore, during Ganyie Touray’s 
hearing, the Lead Counsel tended in a document, 
which showed the proposed layout for Kerr Mot Ali 
in 2009 and it included 81 compounds. He stated 
that he had shared the document purposely to 
show that there were many homes in Kerr Mot Ali at 
the time. As to the ownership of those properties, 
the court had clearly established that the people 
of Kerr Mot Ali owned those properties and 

highlighted that this was not the issue in dispute 
here but rather the forcible exile of Gambians from 
Gambian soil on account of their religious beliefs.

Ganyie Touray also denied that during the attack on 
the Ndigal sect followers, the Ndigal sect followers 
were forced to build accommodation for the new 
Sheikh from Senegal as well as pledge allegiance 
to him and that they were detained for 21 days at 
Njau Police Station. This contradicts the testimony 
given by Yunusa Ceesay who affirmed that during 
the attack on the Ndigal sect followers, not only 
were they forced to pledge allegiance to the new 
Sheikh, they experienced violence at the hands 
of the paramilitaries, including beatings, and the 
sexual abuse of multiple women. He added that 
those captured were forced to build a new house 
for the Sheikh and detained in Janjanbureh, Njau 
and Kauur. They were also made to pray contrary to 
their religious practice.
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Abdoulie Fatty Imam Fatty Alive Supreme Islamic 

Council; State House

Ganyie Kebba Touray Alive Governor

Landing Badjie Thirteen Badjie Deceased Gambia Police Force

Modou Lamin Touray Alive Supreme Islamic 
Council

Ousman Badjie Alive Gambia National 
Army; Minister of 
Interior

Ousman Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force; 
Cabinet Minister

Sheikh Alioun Secka Alive Alkalo (Village Head)

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President

Yankuba Badjie Alive National Intelligence 
Agency, (NIA)

Yankuba Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force
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Human Rights Violations
Forced labour
Torture including sexual assault                                                                                                      
Extrajudicial killing 
Arbitrary arrest/detention 
Religious intolerance
Enforced disappearance

Places
Banjul Police Headquarters 
National Intelligence Agency 
Bambadinka 
Kanifing Police Station 
Banjul High Court 
Mile 2 Prison 
State House
Supreme Islamic Council Headquarters 
Banjul Police Station 
Brikama Police Station

Attacks on Public Servants

The 12th session of the public hearings of the TRRC 
focused on the arbitrary arrest and detention of 
public servants and private persons. In this session, 
14 persons testified, of which only 1 was a woman. 

The first two testimonies from Imam Abdoulie 
Fatty and Imam Muhammed Lamin Touray allowed 
the two imams the opportunity to respond to 
allegations from Session 11 of perpetrating attacks 
on religious freedom. In hours of sparring with the 
Lead Counsel, both men generally refused to accept 
that their well-documented calls for the banning of 
religious minorities amounted to a denial of religious 
freedom and usurpation of power. Instead, they 
portrayed themselves and their convictions as 
under attack from Shia and Ahmadiyaa who, in their 
view, sought to divide the umma.133 Accusations 
that they participated in the arrest of imams who 
they considered insubordinate were displaced on 
government figures and former President Yahya 
Jammeh. Both imams also spoke to the history and 
actions of the Supreme Islamic Council, ostensibly a 
private organisation with no state granted powers, 
which nonetheless issued orders banning imams 
and officiated the sighting of the moon. In the final 

report, the TRRC recommended the establishment 
of an interfaith consultative body that would be 
tasked with fostering religious tolerance and social 
cohesion.134 The majority of the witnesses in Session 
12 were at some point employees of the state in the 
civil and security services. Lamin Karbou, an agent 
with the then National Drug Enforcement Agency, 
NDEA, claimed he stumbled into a corrupt National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA, plot and was arbitrarily 
arrested and detained, tortured, escaped, then 
re-arrested, detained and further tortured by NIA 
officials in 2009. He took his torturers to court in 
2012 to no avail. He claimed one of them now 
works in his department at the re-christened Drug 
Law Enforcement Agency, The Gambia, DLEAG.

Mahmoud Babadi Sarr, a career soldier who was 
guarding the State House during the 1994 coup, 
spoke about three separate incidents, in 2003, 2006 
and 2010 when he was arbitrarily arrested and 
detained (in one case for four years) and tortured. 
Alpha Touray, on the other hand, happened to be 
on guard duty when an APRC building was burned 
three months before the 2016 Presidential election 
that marked the end of Yahya Jammeh’s regime.

133Umma is an Arabic word usually translated into English to mean “nation.” 
134See TRRC Final Report Volume 5, page 33
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Outside of the security services, Session 12 saw the 
testimony of six civil servants. Ousman Jammeh 
and Dr. Badara Loum both worked in the Ministry 
of Agriculture and were arbitrarily arrested and 
detained in Mile 2. While Ousman Jammeh, the 
Deputy Director in 2015, got caught up in the local 
politics of a rice farming project upcountry, Dr. 
Badara Loum, Permanent Secretary for Agriculture 
in 2006, described massive discrepancies regarding 
fertiliser distribution programmes.135  

Within the State House itself, protocol officer 
Momodou Sowe and steward Ebou Jarju 
testified to Yahya Jammeh’s seemingly arbitrary 
decision-making and cruelty.136 In 2016, Amnesty 
International issued a report detailing the unlawful 
arrest and detention of Momodou Sowe and 
Ousman Jammeh.137 Ebou Jarju, who waited 
on the former President, described the sexual 
exploitation of at least 40 women  between 2001 
and 2008 by Yahya Jammeh, the deaths caused by 
his presidential convoy, and the lacing of spiritual 
concoctions in the food and drinks served to the 
general public. 

In the government bureaucracy, Veronic Carayol, 
a customs officer, described how civil servants 
would sometimes “volunteer” for agricultural work 
at Yahya Jammeh’s farms in Kanilai. She said she 
was arrested and detained based on an online 
news article that claimed she was disloyal to the 
President. Ebrima Yarbo, on the other hand, was 
an engineer at the state-run broadcaster who in 
2000 refused to shut down a radio station that 
hosted opposition opinions, and was subsequently 
arrested and detained. The session also saw the 
testimony of Lamin Jobe, an opposition political 

135See article on allAfrica entitled “Ousman Jammeh Clocks 139 Days 
Incommunicado Today.”
136See article on allAfrica entitled “Gambia: Lawyer Urges Court to 
Declare Sowe’s Detention ‘Illegal’”
137See Amnesty International report entitled “Urgent Action: Ex-
Government Official Held Incommunicado.”
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supporter who once worked at the ports, who 
claimed he too was fired and detained for his 
political opinions. 

The last testimony came from Ensa Keita, a general 
contractor who was hired to work on the house of 
a relative of Yahya Jammeh in Kanilai. He claimed 
that when he demanded payment for his work, he 
was arbitrarily arrested by members of the Junglers 
and detained in a secret facility in Kanilai where 
he witnessed a slew of extrajudicial killings and 
desecration of remains. After enduring repeated 
torture, he described barely escaping with his life 
and making his way to Libya where he asserted he 
learned how to build bombs - with the intention of 
returning to the Gambia to kill his torturers. Upon 
returning to The Gambia and learning his torturer 
had already passed away, he said, he decided to 
give up his quest for revenge.

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Lamin Jobe

In his testimony, Lamin Jobe attested that he 
participated in a peaceful UDP protest in 2016 
demanding for reforms and the release of the (late) 
Solo Sandeng. During that protest, PIU officers 
attacked the demonstrators and he (Lamin Jobe) 
sustained injuries on his face and a broken finger 
that took 2/3 months to heal. Lamin Jobe was 
shown a photograph, which was supposedly taken 
around the time of the attack. In the photograph, he 
was wearing a Gambia Coalition T-shirt promoting 
then presidential candidate, Adama Barrow. The 
Lead Counsel pointed out that it was impossible for 
him to have that T-shirt on at the time he said the 
picture was taken because the attack on Ousainou 

Darboe and the UDP preceded the selection of 
Adama Barrow as a coalition candidate. The Lead 
Counsel stated that Lamin Jobe’s T-shirt in the 
photo of his injuries suggested that the photo was 
taken in January 2017. If he was injured in April 
2016 and his injuries took three months to heal, the 
wounds in the photo must have been sustained at 
a different time. Lamin Jobe was not able to explain 
the discrepancy between his story and the timing 
suggested by the picture. He said he must have 
made a mistake and the Lead Counsel asked that 
the picture of his injuries in which he was wearing a 
Gambia Coalition shirt be submitted as evidence so 
that its validity could be further investigated.
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Ismaila Jammeh Alive Gambia National 

Army; Jungler

Louis Gomez Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Modou Lamin Jarju Rambo Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Momodou Hydara Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Musa Jammeh Maliamungu Deceased Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Sanna Manjang Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Sukuta Jammeh Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Sulayman Sambou Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Tumbul Tamba Deceased Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President
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Human Rights Violations
Arbitrary arrest and detention 
Torture (including sexual assault), cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment 
Enforced disappearance 
Extrajudicial killing 
Forced labour 
Ethnic discrimination 
Denial of medical treatment 
Denial of access to food

Places
Banjul Police Station 
National Intelligence Agency (NIA)
Bambadinka 
State House 
Banjul High Court 
Brikama 
Mile 2 Prison 
Janjanbureh Prison 
Jeshwang Prison 
Police Headquarters 
Police Intervention Unit (PIU) Headquarters 
Brusubi Police Station

The 13th session of the public hearings of the Truth, 
Reconciliation and Reparations Commission, TRRC, 
began on 16th March 2020 and was suspended on 
18th March 2020 in line with the Government’s 
efforts to contain the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) crisis 
in the country at that time. During the two days, 
testimonies heard by the Commission gave details 
on the unlawful attacks against road users by Yahya 
Jammeh’s convoys as well as the Junglers and the 
impact these tragic encounters had on peoples’ 
lives. 
The only two witnesses that testified during the two 
days of Session 13 were both victims of unlawful 
attacks against road users. The first witness, Musa 
Sallah testified to his taxi being hit and completely 
destroyed in 2011 by a convoy driver without any 
compensation or the driver being held to account. 
Instead, when he had the opportunity to complain 
to one of the Junglers, the response was that the 
driver should have killed him for being on the road 
while the convoy was passing. 

Musa Sallah was unfortunate enough to have had 
two other experiences with State agents, one where 
he was shot at by Junglers and the bullet passed 
through his body, killing Pa Sanneh, the motorcycle 
driver who had given him a lift. The witness testified 
that he and Pa Sanneh were later accused of being 
drug dealers, a charge which he denied although 
he said he did not know what Pa Sanneh did for a 
living. He accused a police officer he referred to as 
Pateh for asking him for a bribe of D5,000 dalasis 
and in exchange, he would “burn his file”.

Musa Sallah testified that Jungler Sanna Manjang, 
whom he met later while working at a bar told him 
that he and Pa Sanneh were shot by ML Tamba, 
another Jungler for not stopping. He highlighted 
that they saw no indication that they were at 
a checkpoint and they were not asked to stop. 
Instead, the Junglers were hiding in the bush, laying 
in wait for them. Musa Sallah told the Commission 

Attack on Road Users Institutional Hearings: 
The Gambia Prison Services
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Attack on Road Users Institutional Hearings: 
The Gambia Prison Services

that Jungler Nuha Badjie also confirmed that they 
were shot by ML Tamba, adding that even though 
both Nuha Badjie and Sanna Manjang promised to 
Yahya Jammeh to help him, nothing ever came out 
of it. 

The second witness, Abdoulie Barry was seriously 
and permanently injured and reduced to the life 
of a beggar after the accident. Abdoulie Barry was 
also never compensated from anyone or helped 
from anyone. All his bills were paid by his wife. 
The driver of State House that hit him, Dawda 
Sanneh was never prosecuted either even though 
he admitted to having hit the witness’s car in the 
presence of other officers. Instead, he was taken to 
court for making accusations against the State. 

According to the TRRC’s final report which was made 
public in December 2021, 37 people were either 
beaten (1), shot at (2), seriously and permanently 
injured (13) or killed (23) with impunity, during 
21 incidents of attacks by Yahya Jammeh’s convoy, 
including four children though ANEKED believes the 
number to be greater. Their crimes: using the road 
or sidewalk while the convoy was passing, being 
perceived as a threat to the convoy, overspeeding 
and reckless driving by convoy drivers, failure to 
stand up while the convoy was passing etc.

The TRRC report recommended “…that members 
of the Presidential and Vice Chairman- convoys, 
including former President Yahya Jammeh, 
be investigated and prosecuted for murder, 
manslaughter and other road traffic offences 
committed by them.”

The TRRC resumed its hearings on 8th June to 
hear the 14th session, with a focus on its first 
institutional hearing on the prisons system during 
the Yahya Jammeh regime and the violations of the 
rights of inmates and detainees, including political 
opponents held at the three prisons in The Gambia: 
Mile 2, Jeshwang and Janjabureh. Witnesses 
testified to a system plagued by corruption 
including theft of prison provisions and nepotism, 
ethnic discrimination, brutal torture and unlawful 
confinement practices, including unreasonably long 
detention of inmates. 

One of the Prisons, Mile 2 Prison which Jammeh 
dubbed his 5-star hotel was infamous for being 
Yahya Jammeh’s favourite among the three 
state prisons. Jammeh was often heard in public, 
swearing and threatening Gambians (and non-
Gambians) by saying “I will send you to my 5-star 
hotel”. Testimonies also revealed the deplorable 
conditions of the prison facilities, the poor quality 
of food available, which many attributed to the 
causing of non-communicable diseases such as 
beriberi and the unlawful denial of access to and/
or inadequate medical services for inmates with 
serious consequences and even death of prison 
inmates. 

Ten prison officers testified to the sub-standard 
conditions of the prison and the many human 
rights violations against inmates at all the state 
prisons, including the Commissioner of operations 
at Mile 2 Prison, Ebrima Jammeh, allegedly called 
“Chief torturer” for torturing inmates and allowing 
his subordinate officers to torture prisoners. 
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Five of the witnesses were inmates. They also 
testified to the inhuman and degrading treatment 
of themselves and/or other prisoners, denial of 
medical treatment, denial of food among other 
rights violations. One such witness stated that 
“Mile 2 is not a prison. It’s a concentration camp.”

Some of the inmates testified to prisoners 
attempting to commit suicide because “…for a lot 
of the inmates, it was better to die than live under 
those conditions”. One inmate testified that another 
inmate, Buba Ceesay, had cut his own throat with 
a razor and reportedly died later on that night. He 
said Buba Ceesay had been in prison for so long that 
he had developed mental illness and eventually 
went mad. When asked if it was common to have 
“mad men” in the prison, the witness responded in 
the affirmative.

Prison officers and inmates testified to prisoners 
dying in prison from being denied medical 
treatment after getting sick from the bad food or 
torture and some prison officers such as Abdou 
”Anabi” Jammeh were at some point arbitrarily 
arrested, detained and/or disappeared. Director 
General David Colley also claimed that he was 
unlawfully detained at Mile 2 Prison for three 
months without being charged and his case heard 
in the court in his absence at some point.

Prison Officer Ansumana Manneh testified that 
Prison Director, David Colley liked to be in the 
company of women, and that at the end all of his 
orderlies were women. Although we felt that the 
Lead Counsel failed to further probe regarding 
the women being brought to David Colley during 

Ansumana Manneh’s testimony, the TRRC’s Final 
Report did publish a section on its findings on 
sexual and gender based violence against women 
in the prisons and found that “several female 
suffered significant sexual harassment from David 
Colley and other senior government officials. When 
they refused to comply with his demands, they 
were punished by withholding their promotions 
and other privileges’’. The Report recommended 
that affected female officers be promoted to the 
level of their colleagues who were not subjected to 
harassment.

One of the former prisoners that testified was Dr. 
Amadou Scattred Janneh, minister under Yahya 
Jammeh. After he was dismissed from office, Dr. 
Janneh was arrested for distributing 100 T-shirts 
made by the NGO “Coalition for Change – The 
Gambia” (CCG), with the slogan “End to Dictatorship 
Now” and wearing the T-shirt in public. Dr Janneh 
was arrested along with three other men, Modou 
Keita, Ebrima Jallow and Michael Uche Thomas who 
were also involved in the printing and distribution 
of the t-shirts. CCG was later accused of plotting 
to topple the government and after their trial, 
Dr. Janneh was found guilty and sentenced to life 
in prison for treason and three years with hard 
labour for sedition and his co-accused were given 
sentences for sedition. Michael Uche Thomas 
ended up dying in prison while serving his three-
year sentence.

Dr. Amadou Scattred Janneh was instrumental in 
spreading the news of the unlawful killing of the 
nine death row inmates138, using an iPhone 4 he had 
smuggled into the prison to communicate with the 

138Malang Sonko (a mentally ill young man at the time of his arrest, trial and sentencing), Dawda Bojang, Tabara Samb (a 
Senegalese woman), Buba Yarboe, Lamin BS Darboe, Gibi Bah, former Lt. Lamin Jarjue, former Lt. Alieu Bah, and former 
SGT Lamin F Jammeh
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American embassy and human rights organisation. 
The government initially denied the executions but 
later admitted to having carried it out.

The testimony of David Colley, the director of prison 
services for 13 years out of the 30 he worked in the 
service, stood out during the 14th session. David 
was the most mentioned individual by witnesses 
that testified in front of the Commission in relation 
to the rights violations against prisoners and the 
bad conditions of the prison facilities. He was 
also accused of allowing the torture of prisoners 
and detainees by government agents such as the 
Junglers and NIA operatives as well as members of 
the Junta on September 5th and 6th 1994. 

David Colley, who told the Commission that he 
graduated school at grade nine139, appeared to 
struggle to understand some of the questions put 
to him by the Lead Counsel and also grappled with 
providing comprehensible responses at times. 
David Colley insisted on testifying in English despite 
being urged to speak in the local languages by the 
Lead Counsel multiple times. It appeared he had 
difficulties speaking and understanding English and 
at times, he did not understand the questions and 
had difficulty reading sections of his own testimony.

He however understood enough to vociferously 
deny virtually all the charges levelled against him 
by the multitude of witnesses including charges 
of nepotism, favouritism, corruption, bribery and 
stealing of prison food and rejected the label of 
king, mansa or dictator titles that were said to have 
been used to describe him when he was Director 
General of the Prison Services. He also feigned 

ignorance of violations even though prison officers 
Abdou “Anabi” Jammeh testified that he witnessed 
inmates being mercilessly beaten behind David 
Colley’s office at Mile 2 Prison and purported that 
the instructions came from David Colley.  In the 
instances where Director Colley admitted that 
wrongful acts were committed in the prisons, he 
took personal responsibility, shifting blame to the 
officers and even the inmates at times or claimed 
he received orders from higher ups such as Sanna 
Sabally. 

David Colley did not complete his testimony in 
this session. The Commission made the call to 
bring him back in the next session as his answers 
to the questions put to him were unclear or 
incomprehensible most of the time and after over 
five hours of sitting, the Lead Counsel was unable 
to make headway into his statement to adequately 
cover the allegations made against the witness.

In the findings published by the Commission in its 
Final Report, beriberi was the main cause of death 
of prisoners, especially at Mile 2 Prisons with 36 
out of almost fifty inmates dying from the disease. 
Four inmates, Macodou Jakiteh, Sunkaru Conteh, 
Ebrima Joof and Mamadi Manneh were reported 
to have been tortured to death by prison officers 
Ebrima Jammeh (Chief Torturer), Yahya Jarju, 
Saikouba Jarju, Muhammed Jabbi and Malang 
Tamba. Gumaneh Touray, Abdoulie Jallow, a 
Guinean national and Buba Ceesay reportedly died 
of neglect. About five inmates were said to have 
died after eating the carcass of a bull brought to the 
prison by David Colley, an allegation he denied.

139Pupils in Gambia are normally between 12-15 at that age, though this could have been different during David Colley’s 
time.
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The TRRC’s Final Report recommends that David 
Colley, Ebrima Jammeh (Chief Torturer), Yahya 
Jarju, Saikouba Jarju and Muhammed Jabbi should 
be prosecuted for torturing the above mentioned 
inmates to death and that Malang Tamba be 
reprimanded for participating in the tortures.

At the time of writing, David Colley is still on bail 
after being charged in relation to the murder of 
Baba Jobe and for abuse of office. Sources informed 
us that Ebrima Jammeh alias Chief Torturer, who 
was perhaps the second most mentioned prison 
officer that perpertrated violence against inmates 
and his colleages Saikouba Jarju and Muhammed 
Jabbi were asked to stay home without salary 
pending a police investigation into the death of the 
four inmates that were tortured. As far as we are 
aware, they have not been officially dismissed from 
the service.

The 14th session also briefly touched on the 
unlawful execution of the death row inmates in 
2012 as well as the murder of Baba Jobe, one of 
Yahya Jammeh’s former confident. 

Witnesses testified in various local languages 
and as in previous sessions, there were issues 
with the quality of the interpretation, with some 
interpretations not fully conveying what the witness 
had said or omitting elements, thus impacting the 
accuracy of the translation. In total, 19 persons 
testified, including two women*. Prisons officers 
accused of torture also testified. 

57 persons were mentioned by witnesses in relation 
to human rights violations and crimes committed.

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Ebrima Jammeh vs Lamin Jah 
Ebrima Jammeh reluctantly confessed to torturing 
Lamin Jah and claimed that he had only beaten him 
once, which contradicts the allegations put forward 
by Lamin Jah who attested that after they beat him 
the first time, the hood was removed from his head 
and he recognised Ebrima Jammeh also known as 
Chief Torturer, PO Jabang and PO Fadera holding 
blackjacks. Deputy Director Sefla (Yahya Jarju), who 
was sitting in a corner on a chair, instructed them 
in Mandinka to “Put him up again”, which they did 
however without placing the hood over his head 
and they started beating him again, before placing 
him in a hole, which had been dug and pouring 
water over him. 

Ebrima Jammeh also denied being called Chief 
Torturer though Lamin Jah and other witnesses who 
testified before the Commission during Session 14 
identified this as his alias. 

David Colley 
David Colley’s testimony conflicted with the 
testimonies of witnesses given during Session 14. 
He either feigned ignorance or maintained that 
witnesses had lied despite several witnesses putting 
forward the same allegations including the incident 
of the dead bull, which resulted in inmates falling 
sick and dying. David Colley went as far as denying 
that three prisoners died from the rotten meat. 

He also vehemently refuted the allegations put 
forward by Tida Jaiteh (Baba Jobe’s widow) that 
she bought him a generator, gave him 10,000 dalasi 
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and facilitated the purchase of televisions and 
amplifiers for the prison, and for his (David Colley) 
personal use, in order to secure her husband’s 
access to the hospital. 

He again denied being aware of any beatings in the 
prison or condoning the torture of prisoners
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During his 22-year rule, Gambia’s leader Yahya Jammeh was known for swearing in public

and threatening his fellow citizens. One of his favorite threats was: ‘I will send you to my

five-star hotel ’.  This was his euphemism for Mile 2, a prison on the outskirts of Banjul, to

which the Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission has devoted the last two

weeks of hearings.

Gambia's Truth Commission established that at least 41 people died of torture and poor conditions at

Mile 2 prison from 1994 to 2017. © Mustapha K. Darboe
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“For the prison officers, death of prisoners is nothing. They always say : death of a prisoner is

better than an escape,” testified Soriba Condé, a Guinean national who served a 14-year jail

term in the security wing, the toughest section of Gambia’s Mile 2 prison, on charges of

armed robbery. “I f you have a problem with Yahya Jammeh and you are brought to Mile 2,

you will not have peace,” he said to the Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission

( TRRC) on June 11.

In eight days of public hearings before Gambia’s TRRC, twelve prisoners and prison wardens

have laid bare the realities behind the walls of Mile 2, more than three years after president

Yahya Jammeh went into exile in Equatorial Guinea, following his electoral defeat in

December 2016.  
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I t was a marathon testimony. Over three days David Colley, the longest serving director

general of the infamous Mile 2 prison, appeared before the Truth, Reconciliation and

Reparations Commission in Gambia. Colley ’s time is remembered as one of death, torture,

illegal detention and poor treatment of prisoners. But he had a hard time coming to terms

with it.

Former director general of the infamous Mile 2 prison, David Colley testifying before the Truth,

Reconciliation and Reparations Commission of Gambia © Mustapha K. Darboe
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David Colley is a familiar name in The Gambia. He was the longest serving director-general

of former president Yahya Jammeh’s “five star hotel”,  a euphemism for Mile 2, a notorious

prison built by the British in 1920 in a mosquito-infested, swampy area in the outskirt of

Banjul, Gambia’s capital city. 

Colley has worked over 30 years in the country ’s prison system, including 13 years as

director general. As a result, his name was the most mentioned before the Truth,

Reconciliation and Reparations Commission ( TRRC) in its investigation on rights violations

at Mile 2 prison. Early July he was the 22  witness to testify on the conditions of prisons

under Jammeh from 1994 to 2016. He spent three days answering questions on death,

torture, illegal detention, poor food and poor medical facility suffered by prisoners. 
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Detained former prisons boss David Colley has been charged with conspiracy to murder in

connection with the death of Baba Jobe, a former APRC whip in the national assembly.

According to police sources, Mr Colley has also been charged with abuse of office and has been

granted bail.

The dramatic development started last Wednesday when the former powerful prison boss was

arrested by police and detained at the Kairaba Police Station.

Baba Jobe was imprisoned in 2004 for ten years for economic crime and was reported to have

completed his term before his death even though he was still in custody.
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The Gambia must release activists jailed for distributing

T-shirts

Amnesty International today called for the immediate release of four activists

arrested over the distribution of T-shirts calling for an end to dictatorship in the

Gambia.  One activist, Dr Amadou Scattred Janneh, the country’s former Minister for

Information and Communication, was yesterday sentenced to life imprisonment with

hard labour for treason. Modou Keita, Ebrima Jallow and Michael Uche Thomas were

each sentenced to three years with hard labour for sedition. The four were arrested

in June 2011 after distributing T-shirts made by the NGO “Coalition for Change –

The Gambia” (CCG), which featured the slogan “End to Dictatorship Now”.  “The

conviction of these men is a violation of their rights to freedom of e5pression,

assembly and association,” said Lucy Freeman, Amnesty International’s researcher

on the Gambia.“President Jammeh is once again proving that he does not tolerate

any form of criticism and is ruthlessly persecuting anyone who speaks out against

his regime.” Dr Amadou Scattred Janneh, who has American citizenship, was

arrested in his office on 7 June for being in possession of the CCG T-shirts. Michael

Uche Thomas, a Nigerian, and Modou Keita and Ebrima Jallow, both Gambians,

were arrested on the same day, accused of printing the T-shirts. The four men were

sentenced at the Special Criminal Court in Banjul. Charges were initially brought at

the Banjul Magistrate Court on 13 June and the case was later transferred to the

High Court. “These men are prisoners of conscience and must be released

immediately and unconditionally. Gambia must stop such acts of persecution and

allow criticism to be heard in the country,” said Lucy Freeman.Journalists and

activists In Gambia, are routinely subjected to human rights violations, such as

unlawful arrests and detentions, torture, unfair trials, harassment, assaults and

death threats, making it e5tremely difficult for them to do their work. Amnesty

International has urged the international community to publicly condemn human

rights violations in the Gambia, such as arbitrary arrests, torture, e5trajudicial

e5ecutions and enforced disappearances.
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Alagie Jobe Alive Gambia Prison 

Services

David Colley Alive Gambia Prison 
Services

Ebrima Jammeh Alive Gambia Prison 
Services

Kalilu Sanneh Alive Gambia Prison 
Services

Muhammed Jawo Alive Gambia Prison 
Services

Omar Dumbuya Alive Gambia Police Force

Omar Jallow Oya Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Ousman Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President

Yahya Jarju Sefla Alive Gambia Prison 
Services
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Human Rights Violations
Arbitrary detention 
Deprivation of liberty 
Cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment 
leading to death 
Denial of right to health 
Sexual assault 

Places
Mile 2 Prison 
Abuko Police Station 
Turntable 
Busumbala 
State House 
Kanilai 
Serrekunda General Hospital 
N’demban Clinic
Kanifing Hospital 
Banjul Hospital

Attack on Road Users 
Presidential Alternative Treatment Programme (PATP)

The 15th session of the public hearings of the 
TRRC began on 6th July 2020 and ended on 23rd 
July 2020. The session kicked off with the second 
part of David Colley’s testimony. David Colley had 
not finished his testimony at the end of Session 
14 regarding his tenure as the Director General 
of The Gambia Prison Service. Similar to his first 
day of testimony in Session 14, David Colley in his 
grueling 9-hour testimony which spread over 2 
days, continued to struggle to understand some of 
the questions put to him by the Lead Counsel and 
grappled with providing comprehensible responses 
in the English Language. 

In this session, David Colley relented after an intense 
grilling and admitted that the food at the prisons 
was not good during his tenure as Director General.  
He also reluctantly concurred that security officers 
were given a “carte blanche’’ to come into the 
prisons to do whatever they wanted at times and 
agreed that he was afraid to challenge the security 
officers who came in with their guns because he 
believed they would be killed. David was very 
inconsistent in answering the question of who was 

responsible for detainees in the security wing. He 
claimed he was following orders but paradoxically, 
he was also the man in charge of the prison. He 
however subsequently confessed that he admitted 
people in the prison unlawfully. 

David Colley appeared to be very protective of 
Yahya Jammeh and throughout his testimony, 
avoided mentioning his name, instead saying “big 
man”, ”State House”, or “the big guys”. This led 
to the Lead Counsel alleging that the witness was 
made director general of prisons because he would 
do anything to please the former President, which 
explained why Yahya Jammeh called Mile 2 Prison 
his 5-star hotel, and David Colley the manager. 

Throughout his testimony, David Colley flipflopped 
on his answers, at times refused to answer, gave 
false stories and was accused of repeatedly lying to 
and playing games with the Commission by the Lead 
Counsel as he barely acknowledged participating in 
arbitrary detention, torture, corruption and all the 
other allegations made against him by prisoners 
and prison officers that worked under him. 



|96

David Colley’s tenure as Director General of the 
Gambia Prisons Services which the Lead Counsel 
described as the worst in the history of the 
service was terminated on 24th February 2017 by 
President Adama Barrow for “gross negligence of 
duties’’. As mentioned in the previous highlights, 
David Colley was subsequently charged with abuse 
of office and conspiracy to murder in connection 
with the death of Baba Jobe and is on bail. He has 
also been recommended for prosecution by The 
TRRC in connection with the torturing to death of 
four prison inmates during his tenure as Director 
General of Prison Services.

The 15th session also continued from the 13/14th 
session, which had to be suspended due to the 
COVID-19 (Coronavirus) crisis in the country, and 
focused on the unlawful attacks against road users 
during the Yahya Jammeh regime. Three drivers 
from Yahya Jammeh’s motorcade, and three family 
members of victims of their reckless driving, testify 
about unlawful attacks against road users. 

Testimonies were heard about a series of grisly 
incidents in which the convoy drivers and civilians 
lost their lives. According to Lamin Saidykhan, then 
Motor Transport Officer at State Houses a man who 
had stopped on the side of the road to arrange 
the luggage was crushed between his vehicle and 
the one of the convoy cars when he was hit by 
Sergeant Sowe. He also stated that convoy outrider 
Modou Nyassi who was sweeping for the former 
First Lady collided with another vehicle. His vehicle 
somersaulted over the other vehicle and he died 
instantly and the only compensation he was aware 
of was that the State Guards took care of the entire 
funeral process when he was being buried in Foni. 

Lamin Saidykhan confirmed that the victims were 
essentially left to their fate as the convoy moved 
on and that he never heard Yahya Jammeh express 
remorse, showed concern or respect for the 
victims. He asserted that if the former President 
had wanted to stop the deaths, he could easily have 
given orders to ensure this after the first or second 
incident. 

Witness Mathew Bass told the Commission that his 
27-year-old brother, Musa Bass, an electrician at the 
Gambia Groundnut Corporation, GGC was called 
in to work on his off day to help with an electrical 
problem at work and After finishing the job, he was 
hit by a convoy car driven by Cherno Jallow whilst 
crossing the road. While Cherno Jallow and his boss 
attended the funeral, Mathew said that the family 
did not receive any compensation or delegation 
from the State House or the President to apologise 
or extend their condolence

The Commission heard that convey drivers were 
also victimised, at times over trivial matters. Lamin 
Saidykhan explained how one driver was locked up 
at Mile 2 Prison and the other dismissed without 
due process for driving the car carrying the First 
Lady over a slab even though the car was not 
damaged and no one was injured. He said he was 
locked up at Fajara Barracks for five days when he 
failed to pick up a call because he was praying at 
the mosque and had his mobile phone on silent.

Witnesses described how members of the 
motorcade assaulted, even killed, passersby 
seemingly at random. Lamin Sillah explained how 
a Nigerian taxi driver was about to get on the road 
but when he heard the sirens, he stopped, reversed 
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and parked. Almamo Manneh stopped the convoy, 
came down, drew his pistol saying to the man “you 
are going to defecate bullets” and fired at him in 
cold blood. He then instructed the convoy to move 
on like nothing happened.

Witness Baba Kanyi, a soldier confirmed to the 
Commission that his brother, Kassim (AKA Omar) 
Kanyi was stopped by police for riding his bicycle 
on the side of the road before Yahya Jammeh’s 
convoy passed, and was beaten to the brink of 
death by the soldiers of that presidential convoy 
and was dragged to Abuko Police Station by one 
Captain Armando Jatta, a soldier from State House 
where he died swiftly of a broken neck. Kassim’s 
mother and uncle were subsequently arrested and 
questioned about how Freedom Newspaper, which 
reported the incident, got the information they 
published.

The Commission also heard significant evidence that 
if people by the road did not rise for Yahya Jammeh 
as he passed, soldiers in the convoy would assault 
them. This was confirmed by former convoy driver, 
Lamin Sillah140 testified that the former President 
Yahya Jammeh ordered that whenever his convoy 
passes and people do not stand up, they should be 
arrested and given the VIP treatment. 

Others described how on some occasions, biscuits 
and t-shirts were thrown by Yahya Jammeh as he 
passed, which would bring children onto the road, 
creating an incredibly dangerous situation where 
children were known to have been hit and killed. 
Witness Lamin Saidykhan testified that he recalled 
at least 20 such incidents involving both adult and 
young victims. He asserted that in all the accidents 

140Lamin Sillah was also a former Jungler and he testified on 22nd March 2022 during Session 22 regarding the migrants massacre. 
At the time of release of this publication, he still serves in the army.

that he was aware of, he had never seen anyone 
survive after being hit by the heavy-duty vehicles 
that made up the convoy. “When you are hit, it’s 
instant death.”

The last segment of session 15 focused on Yahya 
Jammeh’s fake “cure” for HIV/AIDS and asthma, also 
known as the Presidential Alternative Treatment 
Programme, PATP announced by Jammeh in 2007. 
Between 2007 and at least up until 2015, multiple 
batches of people living with HIV/AIDS were 
enrolled in the programme. Dr. Tamsir Mbowe and 
Dr. Malick Njie were the special Doctors assigned 
to the treatment programme. Dr. Njie later left and 
was replaced by Dr. Mariatou Jallow. Nurses from 
RVTH including on names Nyima Badjie (alias Aunty 
Nyima) as well as some Cuban doctors were also 
said to have participated although their names 
were not given. 

After the initial announcement of the alleged 
discovery – which was widely covered in the 
international press and drew people from as far 
away as Saudi Arabia and Malawi – hundreds of 
Gambians living with HIV/AIDS tried to willngly 
enroll in the programme. Some participants were 
reported to have joined the programme under 
duress however. Witnesses testified that Rose 
Claire, a UN Volunteer and Coordinator of the Santa 
Yalla Support Group had said that Yahya Jammeh 
told her to select ten individual from the group for 
the HIV/AIDS treatment he was starting.

During the enrolment, which took place at a 
hospital with medical staff present, patients were 
not informed about the nature of the treatment 
programme apart from that it would last between 
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two and six weeks. Numerous witnesses described 
the presence of video cameras throughout the 
entire process and disclosed that they were falsely 
told by Dr. Malick Njie that the video was just going 
to use it as a reference but would not play it on 
television.

After providing their details, they were told – 
sometimes by Yahya Jammeh himself – that they had 
to go off their antiretroviral, ARV, drugs as well as 
abstain from smoking, drinking attaya, and chewing 
kola nuts. The so-called treatment consisted of 
massages, prayers, and the consumption of various 
concoctions, which caused a series of deleterious 
side effects from diarrhoea, to vomiting, to feeling 
weak and shaky.  Witness Fatou Jatta, one of the 
first Gambian women to publicly declare that she 
was living with HIV/AIDS and the only survivor to 
choose to testify publicly, explained that they were 
undressed, made to lie down stark naked with a 
towel tied on and they would massage their body, 
touching everywhere including their private part. 
She affirmed that she was not informed that they 
would be touching her in such places prior to the 
procedure and she was not asked for consent. 

Fatou Jatta explained when Yahya Jammeh travelled 
during the course of the treatment programme, 
he brought his cousin, Ansumana Jammeh and he 
was there with Dr. Tamsir Mbowe. They would give 
them the medicine and massage them.

While the witnesses enrolled on their own volition, 
they were never informed that they would be 
admitted at the hospital nor was their consent 
sought. Several described later being guarded by 

security personnel throughout the period they 
were admitted at the hospital and being told, in 
one case by Yahya Jammeh himself, that they were 
being held until they had finished the “treatment.” 

The programme changed over time. Members of 
the first batch testified that they were housed at 
Serrekunda Hospital and underwent “treatment” 
at State House and Yahya Jammeh’s residence in 
Kanilai.141 Later in the programme, patients were 
given the “treatment” at Serrekunda hospital 
and were also housed there. Some witnesses 
described being confined and forced to undergo 
the dehumanising routine every day for up to nine 
months. At some point, the programme became an 
outpatient programme in which patients continued 
to live at home while coming to N’demban Medical 
Clinic142 twice a day for the “medication.” 

Other witnesses said they spent more time in Kanilai, 
where they were also forced to work in the rice 
paddies and cashew orchards. The patients were 
not allowed to exercise their right to vote during 
the elections that took place while they were in the 
hospital and were ordered not to fast in observance 
of the month of Ramadan143 while they were in the 
hospital as well. Some of the patients were at one 
point suspected of being witches by Yahya Jammeh 
and Tambajiro144 was brought in to identify them 
by making them inhale smoke while standing over 
a stove burning incense and a blanket over them. 
They were also made to drink a concoction which 
one of the witnesses identified as kubejaro145 and 
filmed while they were asked questions. If one 
answered questions in a certain way, they would be 
labelled a witch or a wizard.

141The hometown of Yahya Jammeh in Foni region.
142Private clinic owned and operated by Dr. Tamsir Mbowe.  According to the TRRC Final Report, this was   “Ndeban Clinic”. N’demban Clinic as of recently was used as 
a COVID centre.
143Ramadan is the month in the Islamic calendar when adult Muslims are obligated to fast from dawn to dusk. It is one of the five pillars of Islam.
144Tambajiro was named by a number of witnesses during the 10th session of the TRRC as a professional witch-hunter who led a series of witch-hunts in villages in 
western Gambia in 2009. See TRRC Digest Edition 10.
145Also known as kubejara substance with the same name was given to hundreds of people during witch-hunts in early 2009. It is widely known as an intoxicant and 
alleged to be derived from the leaves of a relatively common plant in the region. See TRRC Digest Edition 10.
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The Commission learned that most of the patients 
felt healthy and had no problems before the 
treatment but started feeling sick and down after 
the concoctions were given to them as part of 
the treatment. It was reported that at least 10 
people died during the “treatment” programme 
and several others passed away soon after being 
discharged. A number of people suffered grievous 
opportunistic infections as their immune systems 
began to fail, bringing them to the edge of death 
until they were released from the programme and 
went back on their ARVs. 

Witnesses also attested to how being shown 
on television – without their consent – brought 
them significant mental anguish and material 
deprivation as a result of the stigma. One of the 
protected witnesses said that her husband and 
family abandoned her and she is now a beggar in 
the streets. Witness Fatou Jatta believes that some 
of the people died from the stigma rather than 
from HIV. 

Two medical staff testified that the treatment 
was a hoax including the then Director of Health 
Services Dr. Mariatou Jallow146 even though she 
observed and participated in massaging patients 
and presided over the discharge of the first batch 
of patients from Yahya Jammeh’s fake HIV/AIDS 
treatment. 

Landing Faal, a lab technician at Royal Victoria 
Teaching Hospital, RVTH, detailed how the blood 
samples were grossly mishandled in ways that 
made results untenable, and how the Gambian 
government falsified results from a laboratory 
in neighbouring Senegal. Dr. Mariatou Jallow 

146Mariatou Jallow testified before the Commission in 
September 2019 about the 10/11 April 2000 Student Protests 
and the politicization of medical care for survivors. See TRRC 
Digest Edition 8, pages 39 – 42.
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confirmed that it was claimed that lab tests done 
in Senegal suggested that the patients had been 
cured of HIV and recalled that the Senegalese 
officials were not happy with this announcement. 
The Lead Counsel also supported this testimony 
when he read from a Reuters article from 2007 
titled “Gambian herbal AIDS cure no such thing: 
scientists,” in which Dr. Souleymane Mboup, a 
member of the International AIDS society and a 
professor at University of Dakar, said he had been 
duped into analysing the samples and that the 
interpretation by the Gambian authorities was 
incorrect.

In total 16 witnesses testified with nine witnesses 
speaking about the PATP during this session, seven 
of whom were patients (four women and three 
men) and two of whom were medical staff. Of the 
seven patients who testified, six did so as “protected 
witnesses” due to the sensitivity of the subject 
matter being discussed and the stigma attached 
to HIV/AIDs in the country. Witnesses testified in 
various local languages, however the translation 
suffered from the poor quality interpretation.

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

There were no significant discrepancies between 
witness testimonies in this session.
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Almamo Manneh Deceased Gambia National 

Army

Ansumana Jammeh Deceased Presidential 
Alternative Treatment 
Programme

Awa Njie Alive Presidential 
Alternative Treatment 
Programme

Cherno Jallow Papa Che Alive Gambia National 
Army

Manlafi Corr Deceased Gambia National 
Army

Musa Jammeh Maliamungu Deceased Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Nyima Badjie Auntie Nyima Alive Presidential 
Alternative Treatment 
Programme

Sulayman Badjie Saul Badjie Alive Gambia National 
Army, Jungler

Tamsir Mbowe Alive Minister of Health; 
Presidential 
Alternative Treatment 
Programme

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President
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Presidential Alternative Treatment Programme (PATP) 
Institutional Hearings: National Intelligence Agency (NIA)

Session 16

Human Rights Violations
Torture 
Enforced disappearance 
Sexual assault 
Arbitrary arrest and detention 
False imprisonment/ Deprivation of liberty 
Unlawful interrogation and obtaining false 
statements and confessions
Cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment leading to death 
Denial of right to health 

Places
NIA Headquarters 
State House 
Serrekunda General Hospital/Kanifing Hospital
Janjanbureh 
Mile 2 Prison 
Kanilai 
Farafenni Police Station 
Banjul Police Headquarters

The 16th session of the public hearings of the Truth, 
Reconciliation and Reparations Commission, TRRC, 
which began on 12th October 2020 and ended on 
28th October 2020, covered two topics. The first 
half continued from the 15th session and focused 
on Yahya Jammeh’s fake “cure” for HIV/AIDS, also 
known as the Presidential Alternative Treatment 
Programme, PATP. The second part began a new 
thematic segment on the abuses committed by 
members of the National Intelligence Agency, NIA. 

Ten people testified in this session about the 
aforementioned fake HIV/AIDS `”cure” from 
the theme that was started in Session 15 of the 
Commission’s public hearings. Almost two hundred 
people living with HIV and AIDS participated in the 
programme between 2007 and up to at least 2015 
because then President Yahya Jammeh promised 
them a cure as a result of a “mandate he received 
from God” at a time when no institution was 
promising that. 

One of the the two protected witnesses, a person 
living with HIV/AIDS and a victim of the programme 
confirmed that during their enrolment which took 
place at a hospital with medical staff present, 
patients were not informed about the nature of the 
treatment apart from that it would last between 
two and six weeks.147 He said that at no point was 
he debriefed or did he consent to the supposed 
treatment regimen and he believed that they 
would be treated from their homes. Instead, they 
were admitted and not allowed to leave the facility 
(Kanifing Hospital) even when he requested to 
leave. Others were afraid to leave because it could 
bring trouble to their family.

He also confirmed that they were told to abstain 
from their antiretroviral drugs and many other 
activties including sexual activity, even with their 
spouses while Yahya Jammeh and a small team 
applied topical creams and forced them to drink 
a series of concoctions twice a day, sometimes for 
months on end. He suffered from diarrhoea for 3 

147When Yahya Jammeh publicly announced his full “mandate” from God to cure HIV/AIDS, he had stated that the treatment 
will take three days.



103|

months after drinking the concoction and was so ill 
that he had to be hospitalised. He added that many 
of the patients he was in the same ward with ended 
up dying, including one of his family members that 
he had brought into the programme and he believed 
it is because they were off their medications. The 
Chair later revealed that the Commission identified 
at least 31 people who died during or immediately 
following the programme. 

Two148 laboratory technicians also testified about 
their experience in the programme. Awa Ndow told 
the Commission about collecting the samples from 
patients and taking them to Egypt for testing. She 
acknowledged, multiple times, that she could not 
confirm that the people the samples were collected 
from had ever been HIV positive. The testimony of 
the other technician, Abdoulie Batchilly, was not 
available in its entirety online and is therefore not 
included in this edition. 

This session also saw testimony from three expert 
witnesses who discussed caring for people living 
with HIV/AIDS, the virology of the disease, the 
difficulty of finding a “cure” for the virus, and the 
medical ethics of giving care. All three professionals 
testified that the programme was total bogus, 
exploitative of a vulnerable group, criminal and 
constituted a flagrant violation of medical ethics 
that put patients’ lives in jeopardy. One of the 
expert witnesses confirmed that 20 people left the 
treatment at Medical Research Council, MRC to 
go to the PATP and that the health of patients that 
came back to their programme after being declared 
cured deteriorated.

MRC had to close its HIV treatment clinic because of 
the clashes with the PATP led by the most powerful 
individual at the time. The UNDP representative 
at the time was declared a persona non grata for 
questioning the cure and threats were targeted at 
Gambian experts by the President.

The 16th session also saw the testimony of three 
men who were associated with running the 
programme at various points. Dr. Malick Njie, who 
was the Chief Medical Director of the Royal Victoria 
Hospital in 2007 claimed that he did not believe 
him when Jammeh told him he could cure HIV/AIDS 
and told the President he would rather resign than 
participate in the programme yet he was present 
during the first batch of patients purely to observe 
at the insistence of the President and denied taking 
part in the administration of the treatment. He 
confirmed that all the patients tested positive, 
which indicated that the cure failed and that the 
President’s claim to cure HIV was untrue but would 
not agree that the programme was fraudulent and 
an abuse of power.

Although the Commission’s report affirmed that Dr. 
Malick Njie by virtue of his position as the Director 
of Medical Health Services and then the Minister 
of Health under the direction of Yahya Jammeh 
participated in the early stages of the PATP and that 
he told participants that Yahya Jammeh would not 
broadcast the video recording at the statehouse 
showing their faces and partially naked bodies, 
there were no finding against Dr. Malick Njie.

148Testimony of the second lab technician, Abdoulie Batchilly, was not uploaded to the internet in its entirety and thus was not summarised for 
this edition.
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Ansumana Jammeh, a younger relative of Yahya 
Jammeh with no training or background in medicine, 
admitted that he was appointed by Jammeh to 
be in charge of preparing and administering so-
called anti-HIV medicine to the patients everyday, 
working from 2008 until the programme ended. 
Ansumana Jammeh denied that patients were not 
allowed to leave the facility or have visitors despite 
all other testimonies by witnesses. He also denied 
that patients died during the programme, even 
when presented with their names. 

During the six-hour tense exchange between 
the Lead Counsel and Dr. Tamsir Mbowe, the 
Director General of the PATP, the latter vehemently 
maintained that the programme did “cure” HIV/
AIDS and implied that anyone who said anything 
to the contrary was either lying or ignorant, even 
though he accepted that he was never told by 
Yahya Jammeh what the medication used consisted 
of. He however later qualified that the cure was 
meant only for a certain period of time and the 
patients that tested positive after being discharged 
could have been re-infected with the virus at a later 
date. Dr Tamsir Mbowe showed no remorse for his 
role in helping former President Yahya Jammeh in 
the suffering he caused to the PATP participants 
and the lives lost and denied all the allegations 
against him and Yahya Jammeh regarding the hoax 
treatment. He however reluctantly confessed to 
willful misrepresentation.

Survivors of the PATP issued a formal complaint 
against Dr. Tamsir Mbowe with the Gambia Medical 
and Dental Council in September 2019 and the TRRC 
in its final report and recommendation, declared 
Dr. Mbowe criminally responsible for the deaths of 

41 HIV/AIDS patients who died as a result of their 
fake treatment programme and also responsible for 
the sexual violence committed against the victims 
which was part and parcel of the treatments 
administered by Dr. Mbowe. The Commission also 
finds that Dr Tamsir Mbowe was an accomplice 
to Yahya Jammeh in the bogus treatment and 
endorsed the treatment programme which led to 
human rights violations and the loss of life.

The TRRC recommendations against Dr. Tamsir 
Mbowe were that: 

• the Medical and Dental Council should revoke 
Dr. Tamsir Mbowe’s practicing license indefinitely 
for failing to honour the medical code of conduct 
and for the role he played in the fake PATP.
• former President Yahya Jammeh and Dr. Tamsir 
Mbowe be charged with murder and prosecuted 
for intentionally and knowingly causing the death 
of People Living with HIV/AIDS (PLHIV), who were 
conscripted in the sham PATP and deprived of life-
saving treatment.
• Yahya Jammeh and Dr. Tamsir Mbowe be 
prosecuted for negligence causing deaths of PLHIV 
who took part in the programme who were deprived 
from lifesaving treatment.
• Yahya Jammeh and Dr. Tamsir Mbowe should 
be prosecuted for the inhumane and degrading 
treatment meted out on PLHIV that took part in the 
treatment programme.

At the time of publication, Dr. Tamsir Mbowe still 
works in obstetrics and gynaecology at the main 
referral hospital in The Gambia and also work as 
a private general practitioner in his own medical 
clinic in The Gambia
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The last six witnesses of the 16th session testified 
about the abuse of power by the NIA, a security 
agency established in 1995 ostensibly to safeguard 
domestic security. Five of the six witnesses were 
men who testified about being arrested, tortured, 
and detained by the NIA. Witness Lamin Bojang 
claimed he was accused of being an informant to 
the Freedom Newspaper ; a high school teacher, 
Malamin Mballow was arrested and detained 
incommunicado for a week for allegedly insulting 
Yahya Jammeh and Musa Cham testified about 
how he fell victim multiple times, to a criminal 
syndicate allegedly including members of the NIA 
and police who created fake documents to transfer 
land illegally.

Alieu Sowe, a relative of Ndure Cham was arrested 
and tortured by NIA and soldiers after helping 
Ndure Cham escape following the failed coup 
allegedly led by Cham. He was detained for 5 years 
at Mile 2 Prison without access to his family before 
being charged with treason, tried and sentenced to 
20 years. He was pardoned by Yahya Jammeh after 
serving 9 and a half years at Mile 2 Prison.

Ebrima Barrow who testified via Skype, was 
also accused of being a coup conspirator by the 
NIA; stripped naked and tortured, including 
electrocution and held incommunicado for 6 
months without charge. He was imprisoned at 
Mile 2 Prison for over 4 years. During that time, 
he appeared before the High Court 65 times and 
was acquitted of the charges against him on his 
66th visit. He was rearrested after his release and 
later released on bail after which he was advised to 
leave the country.

The remaining witness was Isatou Kanyi, the wife 
of an influential opposition supporter who was the 
victim of enforced disappearance. The witnesses 
described how as early as 1995 agents of President 
Yahya Jammeh were monitoring people’s speech 
and enacting violence against those who were 
accused of speaking ill of the President, even in 
private. She was 3 months pregnant when her 
husband was taken away from their home one night 
by four men, one of whom had a gun. Her husband’s 
fate and whereabouts is still yet to be determined, 
even after the Commission’s investigations.

Of the sixteen witnesses who testified, two did so 
as protected witnesses. Only two were women, 
the other fourteen were men. Witnesses testified 
in various local languages, however the translation 
suffered from interpretation issues, and in one case 
a faulty internet connection.

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Dr. Malick Njie 
Dr. Malick Njie’s testimony conflicted with that 
of the protected witness who testified on 12th 
October. While the protected witness claimed that 
he was forced to join Yahya Jammeh’s fake HIV/
AIDS “cure” programme against his will, Malick Njie 
claimed the patients were told by Yahya Jammeh 
that if they were not willing to follow the rules 
they were free to leave. The protected witness 
also insisted that Yahya Jammeh rubbed the topical 
part of the treatment on his private parts while Dr. 
Malick Njie said the cream was only applied to the 
face, stomach, and legs. 
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Ansumana Jammeh 
Ansumana Jammeh denied that the programme 
was a hoax and insisted that the “cure” worked. 
This was disputed by Dr. Adama Amadou Sallah, Dr. 
Assan Jaye, the protected witness who testified on 
15th October, and Dr. Malick Njie, who all said the 
treatment was fraudulent. Ansumana Jammeh also 
denied that the massage included patients’ private 
parts, but a video played during his testimony 
showed otherwise. Furthermore, he claimed that 
patients were allowed to leave the facility, which 
was not consistent with the testimony given on 
12th October by one of the patients. 

Dr. Tamsir Mbowe 
There were significant discrepancies between Dr. 
Tamsir Mbowe’s testimony and the testimonies of 
other witnesses in this session (as well as witnesses 
from session 15). On a fundamental level, Dr. Tamsir 
Mbowe’s testimony conflicted with the three 
medical experts, Dr. Adama Amadou Sallah, Dr. 
Assan Jaye and the protected witness who testified 
on 15th October, on whether the treatment was 
successful. While 

Dr. Tamsir Mbowe claimed that the fake HIV/ AIDS 
“cure” worked, the three experts (as well as Dr. 
Malick Njie) all insisted the programme was a hoax 
with no medical benefits. Dr. Mbowe’s explanation 
for how the HIV virus affects the body, how it leads 
to AIDS, and the definition of the word “cure” as it 
relates to HIV/AIDS was significantly different from 
the three experts, whose testimonies all aligned. 

Dr. Tamsir Mbowe disputed that patients died 
while enrolled in the programme, claiming that 
any deaths were the result of other diseases such 

as tuberculosis and cardiac problems. This was 
disputed by the witness from 12th October who 
counted between eight to ten people who died 
during the programme, the three experts who 
pointed out that tuberculosis was an opportunistic 
disease that was brought on by the onset of severe 
HIV/AIDS, as well as the Commission itself, which 
counted at least ten people who died during the 
treatment period, not to mention twenty-one who 
died shortly afterwards. 

Dr. Tamsir Mbowe denied that the programme 
involved the touching of patients’ private parts, 
while the witness who testified on 12th October 
as well as the tape played at the end of Ansumana 
Jammeh’s testimony suggested otherwise. He also 
denied that the patients were forced to stay at the 
facility, which contradicted the testimony of the 
protected witness who testified on 12th October, 
who claimed he was enrolled and held against his 
will. 

Furthermore, Dr. Tamsir Mbowe denied that 
broadcasting the treatment on The Gambia Radio 
and Television Service, GRTS, was problematic, 
which also contradicted the testimony of Dr. Amadou 
Sallah who claimed this was a gross violation of 
medical ethics. He also denied that the programme 
should have been subject to the regulations of 
conventional medicine, which was rejected by Dr. 
Adama Amadou Sallah, who said the programme 
contained many aspects of conventional medicine 
and thus meant it should have been subject to the 
Medical Services Act. 

During Dr. Tamsir Mbowe’s testimony, the Lead 
Counsel repeatedly brought up the testimony 
of Abdoulie Batchilly, a laboratory technician. 
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According to the Lead Counsel’s summary of 
Abdoulie Batchilly’s testimony, Dr. Tamsir Mbowe 
himself had organised the tests to be done in 
Dakar, Senegal. Dr. Tamsir Mbowe denied this 
charge, insisting that he never met or spoke with 
the professor in Dakar. Dr. Tamsir Mbowe also 
denied Abdoulie Batchilly’s (apparent) allegation 
that the test results they received from abroad 
were getting progressively worse during the course 
of the programme.

GAMBIA NEWS

Survivors Demand
Action Against
Jammeh’s Aid Doctors
SEPTEMBER 20, 2019 ! 851
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Press Release

Three survivors of former Gambian dictator
Yahya Jammeh’s fake HIV/AIDS treatment
programme have asked authorities to revoke the
licenses of two medical doctors who directed the
programme and who are both still practicing
medicine, AIDS-Free World announced Thursday.

The survivors filed complaints with The Gambia
Medical and Dental Council against Dr. Tamsir
Mbowe and Dr. Malick Njie, both of whom served
at different points as Jammeh’s Minister of
Health. Fatou Jatta, Ousman Sowe, and Lamin
“Moko” Ceesay signed the complaint against Dr.
Mbowe; Fatou Jatta filed the complaint against
Dr. Njie.

- Advertisement -

(Read the letters here.) The survivors are
supported in their actions by AIDS-Free World,
the Gambia-based Institute for Human Rights
and Development in Africa (IHRDA), and
Combeh Gaye of the Gambian law firm
Antouman A.B. Gaye & Co.

“It is important that Jammeh and his
collaborators be brought to account,” said Paula
Donovan, Co-Director of AIDS-Free World.

“We are engaged in these actions to highlight
the silence and complicity of the international
community.

- Advertisement -

The world knew exactly what Jammeh and his
doctors were doing.

Jammeh would regularly boast to the world’s
media about his bogus cure.

Yet institutions and governments fell silent while
people suffered and died. We must ensure that
this never happens again.”

“When medical doctors engage in professional
misconduct, as these doctors did in lending
credibility and prestige to Jammeh’s ‘cure,’ they
should be subject to severe penalties,” said
Oludayo Fagbemi, Legal Officer with IHRDA.
“The Council has a responsibility to send a signal
to the medical profession that such gross
disregard for human rights will not be tolerated.”

In 2007, Yahya Jammeh declared that he could
cure AIDS with a secret herbal concoction. He
conscripted Gambians living with HIV and AIDS
into his Presidential Alternative Treatment
Programme and ordered them to cease taking
anti-retroviral drugs. With the assistance of Drs.
Mbowe and Njie, Jammeh had his “patients” drink
herbal concoctions that often made them
violently ill. He also slathered his concoctions on
the patients’ partially nude bodies while chanting
prayers.

Select sessions were broadcast on Gambian
television without the consent of the victims,
some of whom hadn’t yet informed friends or
family of their HIV status.

Patient autonomy and informed consent were
ignored, with patients feeling they could not
decline or question treatment procedures.
Armed guards were ever present.

The programme ran until 2016, when Jammeh
lost a national election. After initially contesting
the results of the election, Jammeh fled the
country in January 2017. He now lives in exile in
Equatorial Guinea.

“While international institutions were issuing
mild, empty, diplomatically worded statements,
Jammeh and his government were endangering
the health and violating the human rights of
Gambians living with HIV and AIDS,” said Sarah
Bosha, AIDS-Free World’s Legal Advisor, HIV and
Human Rights. “I am proud to stand alongside
Fatou, Ousman, and Lamin as they courageously
take action on behalf of all those who suffered
under Jammeh and his doctors.”

According to the three survivors’ complaint
against Dr. Mbowe, he had “long-term, constant
and engaged participation in all aspects of
patient care and performed duties in pursuit of
the Programme’s objective of claiming to have
an effective cure for HIV.” Dr. Mbowe and other
programme officials “authoritatively asserted to
us and publicly announced to the Gambian
people that we had been cured of HIV, when, in
fact, this was not true,” the complainants said.

Jatta’s complaint against Dr. Njie states that he
gave “verbal assurances to us of the efficacy and
safety of Jammeh’s HIV cure, telling us that we
could be cured of HIV within a short space of
time.” He “advised us in his professional capacity
to immediately stop taking our anti-retroviral
therapy (ART) and exclusively take only
Jammeh’s cure.”

“Dr. Mbowe and Dr. Njie willingly participated in
Jammeh’s destructive delusion,” said Saramba
Kandeh, Legal and Gender Advisor for AIDS-Free
World. “They did not resign, raise a protest, or
attempt to flee the country. And they have been
allowed to continue to practice medicine.”

In May 2018, Jatta, Sowe, and Ceesay filed a
lawsuit against Jammeh in the High Court of The
Gambia, seeking financial damages for harm
suffered and a declaration from the High Court
that their human rights were violated. That case
also was filed with the support of AIDS-Free
World and IHRDA, with Gaye representing the
claimants.

The legal team is now arranging for Jammeh to
be served with papers in his exile in Equatorial
Guinea.

Source: Aid Free World
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Abdoulie Kujabi Alive National Intelligence 

Agency

Edrissa Jobe Alagie Morr Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Ansumana Jammeh Alive Presidential 
Alternative Treatment 
Programme

Malick Njie Pachah Alive Gambia National 
Army; Minister of 
Health

Modou Lamin Jarju Rambo Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Ousman Sowe Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Salmina Drammeh Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Sanna Manjang Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Tamsir Mbowe Alive Health Ministry; 
Presidential 
Alternative Treatment 
Programme

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President
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Institutional Hearings: National 
Intelligence Agency (NIA)

Session 17

Human Rights Violations
Arbitrary arrest and detention
Torture
Obtaining false statements and confessions
Unlawful interrogation
Corruption of justice
Enforced disappearance
Corruption

Places
NIA Headquarters in Banjul
Mile 2 Prison
Jeshwang Prison
Banjul Police Headquarters
Janjanbureh Prison
Farafenni Police Station
Yundum Barracks

The 17th session of the public hearings of the 
Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission, 
TRRC, which began on 9th November 2000 and 
ended on 26th November 2020, focused on abuses 
perpetrated by the National Intelligence Agency, 
NIA, from its founding in 1995 to the end of the 
Yahya Jammeh regime in 2016.149

Four witnesses in this session spoke about the 
abuse they suffered at the NIA in the early days 
of Yahya Jammeh’s regime. Two were targeted 
because they were alleged to have been involved 
in a protest outside the American embassy in 1995; 
the other two were picked up for visiting members 
of the former government and on suspicion of 
being a rebel. All four described being arrested and 
detained without any charge, and being tortured 
either by NIA officers, or in one case, by soldiers. 

The March 2006 coup attempt by then Chief of 
Defence Staff Ndure Cham and its aftermath 
were discussed in a bulk of the testimonies in this 
session. After the coup fell through, those alleged 
to have had any contact with Ndure Cham, some 
of whom were completely innocent, were arrested 
and detained without charge, tortured, subjected 

to unlawful interrogation, and forced to give false 
statements or confessions. All seven witnesses who 
testified regarding this subject revealed that they 
were detained in the security wing of Mile 2 Prison, 
but were brought at night to NIA Headquarters, 
where they were subjected to unlawful panel 
interrogation by representatives of the police, 
military, and NIA. During these interrogations, the 
witnesses described being beaten and slapped 
when they did not tell the panel what they wanted 
to hear. After being interrogated, many described 
horrific torture at the hands of “The Junglers” 
who were attempting to obtain false statements or 
confessions. 

Two witnesses - Wassa Camara and Yahya Darboe - 
mentioned camera crews being brought in to record 
their false confessions. Wassa Camara’s clip was 
played for the Commission, in which he stated he had 
not been “insulted, slapped, beaten, or tortured in 
any form whatsoever”. Wassa Camara emphasised 
that his filmed confession was not voluntarily given, 
stressing the edited nature of the recording. He said 
he was told that, if he said those exact words, Yahya 
Jammeh would pardon him, but this turned out to 

149In November 2008, Amnesty International released a report investigating how the NIA and police perpetrated human 
rights violations against Gambian citizens - “Gambia: Fear Rules”

https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/afr270032008en.pdf
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be a lie. Instead, the recording was used as evidence 
against him during his trial. Similarly, Yahya Darboe 
recited a prepared statement for a Gambia Radio 
and Television Service, GRTS camera crew, claiming 
his speech was not coerced. He confirmed this was 
a lie, explaining he was under duress and believed 
that Yahya Jammeh would pardon him if he gave a 
false confession.

During the ensuing trials – which, according to 
witnesses, were marred with irregularities – some 
coup plotters received the death sentence while 
others were given 10 years in prison. They were all 
released in 2015 with a Presidential pardon from 
Yahya Jammeh.

Yahya Darboe and Abdoukarim Jah also testified 
about the string of arrests, detentions and 
tortures of military and political leaders in 2009 
connected to the 2006 coup plot. After being 
arbitrarily arrested and detained, then unlawfully 
interrogated by a panel at the NIA, both witnesses 
(who said they were unaware of any coup plot) were 
forced to alter their statements to implicate Lang 
Tambong Tamba. After being arbitrarily arrested 
and detained, then unlawfully interrogated by a 
panel at the NIA, Alieu Jobe was forced to alter his 
statement to implicate Chief of Defence Staff Ndure 
Cham, Deputy State Guard Commander Nfamara 
Jammeh, and marabout Omar Faal, all alleged to 
be key actors in the 2006 coup plot. Furthermore, 
Yahya Darboe and Alieu Jobe, both connected to 
the 2006 coup plot, also testified that they were 
brought out of prison to meet the then Director 
General of the NIA, Numo Kujabi and in one case 
the then Minister of Justice, Edward Gomez, who 
tried to convince them to give false testimony 
implicating Deputy Chief of Defence Staff Lang 
Tambong Tamba, in the 2006 plot.
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Two further witnesses described being subjected 
to abuse in relation to alleged attempted coups. 
In one case, Yahya Darboe was tortured with the 
intent of obtaining false statements against fellow 
military officers. In the other case, the session’s 
only woman witness, Fatou Sonko, testified about 
being arbitrarily arrested and forcibly disappeared 
on allegations her son participated in the December 
2014 coup attempt. 

The testimonies of the eight witnesses unconnected 
to military coups in session 17th highlight the 
seeming randomness of the NIA’s victims. Two 
witnesses, Banta Jaiteh and Amadou Jogoh Sowe, 
testified that their arbitrary arrest, detention and 
torture stemmed from business deals they had 
made (of variable legality). Two other witnesses 
were subjected to continuous arbitrary arrest and 
detention in relation to local land politics. Lamin 
Jammeh was a whistleblower for corruption 
involving sand mining in the Brikama area, and 
Haruna Gassama was the president of a rice 
growing development project. Alhaji Kebba Kanyi 
also testified to being tortured when he was a 15 
year old for subscribing to an online news site. 

Some of the witnesses who suffered arbitrary 
detention were never even charged. Those 
who were, often faced dubious convictions. For 
example, the group of UDP protestors convicted 
of misconduct were not allowed to speak or have 
legal representation during their trial.

The last witness to testify in the 17th session was 
Lamin Bo Baaji, who rose through the ranks of 
military intelligence and served as Director General 
of the NIA from August 2008 to August 2009. He 
testified that before becoming Director General of 

the NIA, he was aware of abuses at the institution 
and that during his tenure he told his subordinates 
torture and detentions had to stop. Under repeated 
questioning, he simultaneously insisted he was 
unaware of any wrongdoing under his watch, and 
that he took every step he could to investigate and 
punish perpetrators. However, the Lead Counsel 
tabulated at least 50 arbitrary detentions under his 
watch, and pointed out the case of Lamin Karbou150 

who claims he was tortured at the NIA and Lamin 
Bo Baaji was aware of the perpetrators’ identities. 
In their final report151, the TRRC recommended 
that Lamin Bo Baaji be banned from holding public 
office in The Gambia for at least ten years. 

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Lamin Bo Baaji

Lamin Bo Baaji insisted he was unaware of arbitrary 
arrests and detention that occurred during his 
tenure as Director General of the NIA from August 
2008 to August 2009. Numerous witnesses have 
testified before the Commission about being 
arbitrarily arrested, detained, and tortured at the 
NIA during this period. 

There were discrepancies between the testimony 
of Lamin Bo Baaji and of Lamin Karbou152. Lamin 
Bo Baaji testified that he heard a rumour of who 
was responsible for the torture of Lamin Karbou 
in May 2009 but when he informed President 
Yahya Jammeh, he said he did not know who was 
responsible. However, Lamin Karbou told the 
Commission that when he was taken to Lamin Bo 
Baaji’s office by his superior to complain about his 
treatment, Lamin Bo Baaji, shocked at the state of 

150See TRRC Digest Edition 12, pages 36-46
151See Volume 13 of the TRRC Report entitled “Institutional Hearings: National Intelligence Agency”, page 94
152See reference to TRRC Digest Edition 12 above
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his appearances, asked the NIA officers who were 
present who was responsible. Lamin Karbou claimed 
that Alhagie Edrisa Jobe claimed responsibility and 
implicated Jim Ebrima Drammeh directly to Lamin 
Bo Baaji. Additionally, Lamin Bo Baaji testified that 
then Inspector General of Police Ensa Badjie never 
visited Lamin Karbou while he was detained at the 
NIA. Lamin Karbou previously told the Commission 
that Ensa Badjie visited him and advised Lamin Bo 
Baaji to treat and release him. According to Lamin 
Karbou, Lamin Bo Baaji said he would follow Ensa 
Badjie’s advice, he was not released then. Lamin Bo 
Baaji also denied that he ever reprimanded Lamin 
Karbou for calling out from a cell and accusing him 
of keeping the aforementioned detained without 
charge. 

Wassa Camara and Yahya Darboe 

While Wassa Camara told the Commission that 
Ndure Cham told him that he had already secured 
Yahya Darboe’s support for his coup, Yahya 
Darboe testified that he was first informed of the 
coup attempt on the morning of the 21st March 
2006 by Wassa Camara. There were also minor 
inconsistencies between how they described what 
transpired at the earth satellite station in Abuko on 
the evening of the 21st March 2006. 

Abdou Deen, Omar Faal, and Alieu Jobe 

Alieu Jobe testified that when his relative Ndure 
Cham first suggested launching a coup against 
(president) Yahya Jammeh in 2005, he was against 
the idea and tried to dissuade him. He did not 
mention being a part of any coup plotting – saying 
instead he was focused on his career - until Ndure 
Cham called him on the 21st to say he would be 
laying low and that he needed money to cross into 
Senegal. 

However, Abdou Deen told the Commission that 
Alieu Jobe was very upset about the human rights 
situation in the country and was keeping him 
informed about the evolving coup plot. On the 
day itself, Abdou Deen claimed Alieu Jobe called 
him twice, first to say the plot was in motion, and 
second to say it had been foiled. 

Furthermore, Omar Faal also testified that he did 
not hear about the coup plot until it had already 
failed. However, Abdou Deen attested that he told 
Omar Faal about the plot in advance, and Omar 
Faal, a marabout, told him he had a vision that 
Yahya Jammeh would fall.
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Abubacarr Bah Alive Gambia National 

Army

Almamo Manneh Deceased Gambia National 
Army

Foday Barry Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Lang Tombong Tamba Alive Gambia National 
Army

Musa Jammeh Maliamungu Deceased Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Omar Colley Jah Guide Alive Gambia National 
Army

Ousman Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force

RSM Bojang Alive Gambia National 
Army

Sanna Manjang Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President



|114

Institutional Hearings: National 
Intelligence Agency (NIA)

Session 18

Human Rights Violations
Cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment 
Corruption of Justice 
Arbitrary arrest and detention 
Enforced disappearance 
Extrajudicial killing 
Torture 
Sexual assault 
Unlawful interrogation and obtaining false statements 
and confessions 

Places
Kotu Police Station
NIA Headquarters in Banjul 
Bambadinka 
State House 
Liberia
Westfield Junction 
Farafenni Barracks
Kanilai Bao Bolong 

The 18th session of the public hearings of the TRRC 
continued the focus on abuses perpetrated by 
agents of the National Intelligence Agency, NIA, 
from its founding in 1995 to the end of the Yahya 
Jammeh regime in 2016. There was not a single 
woman among the nine witnesses who testified in 
this session. 

Two witnesses in this session added to the already 
substantial testimony from Session 17 about the 
attempted coup led by then Chief of Defence Staff, 
CDS, Ndure Cham in March 2006. Among them 
was Lang Tombong Tamba, Ndure Cham’s deputy 
in 2006, who claimed he foiled the coup attempt. 
In his marathon 16-hour testimony, he repeatedly 
denied that he knew torture occurred during the 
interrogation of coup suspects, despite victims as 
well as perpetrators having previously testified 
about a system of “torture-for-confessions.” The 
only instance in which he acknowledged torture 
occurred was when he intervened to stop it. Lang 
Tombong Tamba also outlined how, in 2009, he was 
accused of having had prior knowledge of the 2006 

coup attempt – a charge he vehemently denied – 
and was himself interrogated, charged with treason, 
and imprisoned for 5 and a half years before being 
pardoned by President Yahya Jammeh in 2015. While 
witnesses in other sessions claimed they saw Lang 
Tombong Tamba with signs of torture, he insisted 
that the Junglers only pretended to torture him. 
Prior to his life imprisonment and pardon by Yahya 
Jammeh, Lang Tombong Tamba and others were 
sentenced to death.153 Lang Tombong Tamba is the 
vice-president of The Gambia Football Federation, 
GFF, at the time of release of this publication. 

The second witness to speak about the attempted 
coup of 2006 was Momodou Alieu Bah, who claimed 
he had indeed informed Lang Tombong Tamba of the 
coup in advance, but was tricked into not revealing 
this detail during the 2006 investigation. In 2009, 
he was the lead witness in the case against Lang 
Tombong Tamba,154 after which he was released 
from prison, reinstated into the army, and given a 
promotion.155 Momodou Alieu Bah denied that this 
was in any way related to his testifying against Lang 
Tombong Tamba.

153See July 2010 article on The Point entitled: “Death Sentence for Lang and Co” 
154See July 2010 article on The Point entitled: “Major MA Bah testifies in Lang & Fofana Trial.”
155See September 2016 article on Medafrica Time.com entitled “Gambia: Jammeh Appoints Coup Plotter as Interior Minister.”
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Two witnesses, who claimed to have fought in the 
Liberian civil war in the early 1990s for the rebel 
leader Charles Taylor at the behest of Kukoi Samba 
Sanyang, confessed to being part of the team that 
attacked Farafenni Barracks in November 1996. 
They described being recruited, one forcibly, into 
a unit of other Gambian fighters who trained in 
the deserts of southern Libya before entering 
Liberia through Burkina Faso and Côte d’Ivoire. 
After fighting in some of the war’s pivotal battles 
- in one instance against regional peacekeeping 
troops - they were approached by Kukoi Samba 
Sanyang who compelled them to use their 
experience to overthrow the government of Yahya 
Jammeh. They explained that after their attack on 
Farafenni Barracks failed, they were taken to NIA 
Headquarters and brutally tortured before being 
convicted and imprisoned. They were pardoned by 
Yahya Jammeh in 2015. 

The Commission finds in the final report that Yahya 
Jammeh was aware of the tortures and degrading 
treatment of the Farafenni attackers (Balo Kanteh, 
Omar Joof Dampha and Ebrima Baldeh) at the NIA 
and therefore finds Yahya Jammeh, Foday Barry, 
Salamina Drammeh, Babadinding Jobarteh and 
Baba Saho culpable for their tortures.156 The TRRC 
Final Report specified that Foday Barry, Salamina 
Drammeh, Lamin Babadinding Jobarteh and 
Baba Saho must be banned from holding any 
position with the government of The Gambia for 
a minimum of ten years. The Commission in the 
final report also suggested that Harry Sambou and 
Samsideen Sarr be banned from holding public 
office due to their participation in the tortures of 
Balo Kanteh and Omar Dampha.157

156TRRC Final Report Volume 13, page 81 
157TRRC Final Report Volume 13, page 94
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The rest of the testimonies in the session involved 
different touchstones in Gambian political history. 
The detention and torture of soldiers Alagie 
Gaye and Ebou Sanyang, ostensibly for passing on 
hearsay and for allegedly stealing President Yahya 
Jammeh’s sheep, speak to the arbitrary nature of 
the violence inflicted under Yahya Jammeh. Sam 
Kambai, also a soldier at the time of his ordeal in 
2007, was arrested, tortured, and detained for 
two years before being charged with aiding rebels 
from the neighbouring Casamance region. The 
case against him failed in court and he was finally 
released. 

Only two of those who testified in Session 18 
were civilians. Sillah Bah Samateh, a self-described 
businessman, described being arrested and 
tortured for allegedly selling drugs in the President’s 
name alongside then Inspector General of Police 
Ensa Badjie. He gave grotesque descriptions of the 
harvesting of body parts at the NIA and the alleged 
imprisonment of his child. The Commission in the 
final report acknowledged receiving testimonies 
that established that the NIA was a torture chamber 
but however, the Commission did not receive 
any testimony to support Sillah Bah Samateh’s 
narrative that the NIA was a slaughter house.  The 
last witness to testify, Lamin Sonko, explained that 
he was among the opposition political supporters 
who were arrested, detained, and tortured in 2016 
with Solo Sandeng for protesting election laws. 

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Lang Tombong Tamba

Demba Njie (Edition 2, pages 35 – 37) previously 
testified that Musa Jammeh (alias Maliamungu) 

opened the gate of the State House on 22nd July 
1994 to the mutinying soldiers as a co-conspirator 
in the coup. On the other hand, Binneh Minteh 
(Edition 1, pages 24 – 25) claimed that he was the 
one that encouraged Lang Tombong Tamba to open 
the gates for the soldiers in an effort to negotiate a 
peaceful settlement. Meanwhile, Edward Singhateh 
(Edition 9, pages 152- 187) testified that Lang 
Tombong Tamba had no role at all in the opening 
of the gates. In his own testimony, Lang Tombong 
Tamba claimed that he ordered Musa Jammeh to 
open the gates to prevent bloodshed. Wassa Camara 
(Edition 17, pages 59- 68) and Bunja Darboe (Edition 
5, pages 46 – 52) previously testified that Lang 
Tombong Tamba was, at one point, a participant in 
the coup plot led by Ndure Cham. Momodou Alieu 
Bah told the Commission that he had informed Lang 
Tombong Tamba of the plot beforehand, but when 
questioned, denied that Lang Tombong Tamba 
was among co-conspirators. Lang Tombong Tamba 
denied he was a participant or had any awareness 
of the coup plot until it was brought to his attention 
by then head of military intelligence Lamin Bo Baaji. 
There were significant discrepancies between the 
testimony of Lang Tombong Tamba and other 
witnesses before the TRRC related to the use of 
torture during the interrogations of suspected coup 
plotters in March 2006.

In previous sessions both suspects who were 
tortured, as well as their torturers, described a 
system of torture-for-confession in which suspects 
were intimidated and physically abused before a 
panel of interrogators before being taken out of the 
room and tortured. Most of these witnesses have 
testified that the panel was aware of what was 
happening outside the interrogation room.

158TRRC Final Report Volume 13, page 66
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However, in his testimony, Lang Tombong Tamba 
denied knowledge of a larger system of torture-
for-confession, claimed he never witnessed anyone 
even touched during their interrogations, refuted 
armed soldiers were present, and insisted he was 
unaware of whether suspects were tortured outside 
the interrogation space. More specifically, Bunja 
Darboe testified that during his interrogation, which 
Lang Tombong Tamba participated in, he asked for 
a lawyer and was subsequently slapped by Alagie 
Martin in front of everyone. Bunja Darboe claimed 
that he did not give a statement until 6am the next 
day and his statement was based on statements 
of others given to him and not freely given. Wassa 
Camara and Demba Dem (Edition 5, pages 62 – 66) 
also testified that they were slapped during their 
interrogation in front of Lang Tombong Tamba. Lang 
Tombong Tamba on the other hand insisted that he 
never saw anyone slapped or beaten during their 
interrogation and that everyone he interrogated 
gave their statement freely. 

Regarding the panelists’ awareness of tortures 
taking place outside the interrogation room, Pierre 
Mendy testified that Lang Tombong Tamba was 
present when Hydara gave the order for him to 
be tortured. Demba Dem also claimed Abdoulie 
Njie, who had clearly been severely tortured, was 
brought into the room during his interrogation. 
Furthermore, Alagie Martin (Edition, pages 53 – 57) 
who confessed to torturing suspects in relation to 
the coup attempt, said that the panelists were aware 
that suspects were being tortured by the Junglers 
and did nothing to stop it. Malick Jatta (Edition 
6, pages 96 – 111) one of the Junglers who also 
confessed to torture in front of the TRRC, testified 
that the panelists ordered uncooperative witnesses 
to be tortured. Lang Tombong Tamba claimed, 

multiple times, he was unaware of any torture 
that took place alongside the panel interrogations. 
Alagie Martin also denied escorting Faring Sanyang 
to the NIA. However, during his testimony, Lang 
Tombong Tamba related on multiple occasions 
that when he saw that Faring Sanyang had been 
tortured, he ordered Alagie Martin to escort him to 
Mile 2 Prison to ensure he suffered no more abuse.

In Session 6 of the TRRC, journalists Madi Ceesay 
(pages 70 – 75) and Musa Saidykhan (61 – 66) told 
the Commission that in 2006 Lang Tombong Tamba 
was among a group of high-ranking security officials 
who advised them not to discuss the torture they 
had been subjected to. In his testimony, Lang 
Tombong Tamba denied knowing either of the men 
or concealing torture. 

Lamin Bo Baaji (Edition 17, pages 117-125) told 
the Commission that he believed he was tortured 
alongside Lang Tombong Tamba on at least one 
occasion and never mentioned being mocktortured. 
However, Lang Tombong Tamba denied he was ever 
tortured, and claimed that on one instance the 
Junglers pretended to torture Lamin Bo Baaji. 

Sam Kambai vs Lamin Bo Baaji

In session 17, Lamin Bo Baaji told the Commission 
he was completely unaware of why he had been 
ordered to escort Sam Kambai to NIA Headquarters 
in Banjul. However, in this session Sam Kambai 
testified that in the moment Lamin Bo Baaji 
suggested it was due to a UN peacekeeping mission 
in East Timor, but that in fact he was part of a 
larger “setup” which ended in his torture, arbitrary 
detention, and forced false confession. However, 
Sam Kambai also said that Lamin Bo Baaji was visibly 
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upset when he saw that he had been tortured at NIA 
Headquarters. The Commission in the final report 
suggested that Lamin Bo Baaji must be banned 
from holding any office with the government of 
The Gambia for a minimum of 10 years due to his 
participation in tortures of detainees at the at the 
NIA and other gross human rights violations.159

Momodou Alieu Bah

Yahya Darboe, Mahmoud Babadi Sarr (Edition 12, 
pages 124 - 132) and Lang Tombong Tamba told 
the Commission that in 2009, after three years in 
prison, Momodou Alieu Bah agreed to testify that 
another group of military officers, including Lang 
Tombong Tamba, had been aware of or involved 
in the 2006 attempted coup, in exchange for his 
release, backpay, and promotion. Lamin Bo Baaji 
also testified that Momodou Alieu Bah appeared 
during his panel interrogation in 2009 and claimed 
that he had called him from detention. Momodou 
Alieu Bah, on the other hand, claimed that his 
release in 2009, backpay, and promotion in the 
military were unrelated to his testifying against 
Lang Tombong Tamba.

159TRRC Final Report Volume 13, page 81
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Name Alias Status Organization
Bora Colley Alive Gambia National 

Army; Jungler

Ensa Badjie Jesus Alive Gambia Police Force

Lang Tombong Tamba Alive Gambia National 
Army

Malick Jatta Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Omar Jallow Oya Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Ousman Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force, 
Minister of Interior

Sulayman Badjie Saul Badjie Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Solo Bojang Alive Gambia National 
Army; Jungler

Landing Badjie Thirteen Badjie Deceased Gambia Police Force

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President
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April 16, 2016 UDP Demonstration
Institutional Hearings: National Intelligence Agency (NIA)

Session 19

Human Rights Violations
Unlawful interrogation and obtaining false confessions 
Torture 
Arbitrary arrest and detention 

Places
Holgam 
NIA Headquarters 
Bambadinka 
PIU Headquarters 
Mile 2 Prison Investigation Unit 
Kanifing 
Tujereng 
Westfield Junction
High Court Banjul 

The 19th session of the public hearings of the Truth, 
Reconciliation and Reparations Commission, TRRC, 
began on 28th December 2020 and ended on 14th 
January 2021. The first half of the 19th session of 
the TRRC consisted of testimonies related to the 
crackdown on peaceful protesters in April 2016, and 
the second half continued the focus on the abuses 
committed by officers of the National Intelligence 
Agency, NIA. Out of the 14 people who testified this 
session, three were women. 

The events of April 2016 loomed large in Session 19. 
Six people spoke about how Solo Sandeng, the youth 
organiser for the opposition United Democratic 
Party, UDP led a protest on 14th April 2016 that was 
violently interrupted by officers from the Police 
Intervention Unit, PIU who arrested 26 people and 
took them to their headquarters. Modou Ngum, a 
longtime supporter of the UDP, was among a small 
group (which included Solo Sandeng) who were 
taken to the NIA Headquarters that evening. He 
described being tortured multiple times, but parts 
of his testimony were skipped by the Lead Counsel 

due to the on-going case in Gambian courts of the 
NIA officers accused of killing Solo Sandeng.160

Three of those who testified regarding the April 
2016 crackdown were women. They revealed that 
after the arrests on the 14th April, the wives of 
those arrested continued their protests demanding 
to know the whereabouts of their husbands. Sukai 
Dahaba spoke about being the inspiration for the 
“Kalama Revolution,” which refers to the symbolic 
use of drinking calabashes and brooms by women 
demonstrating for change in leadership and 
sweeping out of the old regime. Kaddy Samateh 
spoke about how she was arrested while protesting 
her husband’s arbitrary detention and detained 
at the PIU Headquarters in Kanifing.161 She was a 
nursing mother at the time, and instead of releasing 
her to take care of her child, the authorities detained 
her months old baby as well. Fatoumata Sandeng 
painfully described how she fled the country after 
her father’s arrest and how she later came to learn 
about his death at the hands of the NIA. In their 
final report, the TRRC recommended that former 

160See March 2017 article on Al-Jazeera entitled “Remains of Opposition Activist Solo Sandeng Exhumed”. 
161See article on The Point entitled “We Were Raped in PIU Custody - Kalama Revolution Survivor Breaks Silence after 5 Years.”

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/3/9/remains-of-opposition-activist-solo-sandeng-exhumed
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Director General of the NIA, Yankuba Badjie, 
former director of operations of the NIA, Sheikh 
Omar Jeng, and Tamba Masireh, be prosecuted for 
their role in the torture against Solo Sandeng and 
the April 14th UDP demonstrators at the NIA.162

The second half of the sessions consisted of 
testimonies about abuses committed by NIA 
officers. Of the eight witnesses in this section, five 
were NIA officers who still serve at the renamed 
State Intelligence Service, SIS including the current 
Director General Ousman Sowe. While the current 
Director General skirted around Yahya Jammeh’s 
personal involvement in the international drug 
trade, he spoke about The Gambia’s role in hosting 
a Bissau-Guinean general accused of overseeing 
the transit of cocaine from South America to 
Europe through West Africa. In their final report, 
the TRRC stated that Ousman Sowe, “deliberately 
presided over the destruction of material evidence” 
by renovating rooms of interest to an investigation 
into the NIA against clear legal advice.163 Notably, 
Ousman Sowe had testified before the Commission 
that he turned the NIA torture centre to an office.164 

They suggested that Ousman Sowe be banned 
from holding public office in The Gambia for at 
least ten years.165

The five current SIS agents all confirmed that 
tortures occurred at the NIA and referenced a 
“torture room” which was painted red with shackles 
on the wall and a metal bed attached to the floor. 
Three of them – Omar Cham, Samba Gajaga and 
Basiru Sey confessed to participating in torture 
themselves. They described how they believed the 
orders were coming from Yahya Jammeh, who they 

162See TRRC Final Report, page 93 
163See TRRC Final Report, page 93 
164See January 2021 article on Gambia.com entitled “TRRC: 
Director Sowe Reveals NIA Torture Chamber Transformed to a 
Simple Office”
165See TRRC Final Report Volume 13, Page 93
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claimed used the NIA to produce evidence against 
his rivals using the ‘torture for confession’ system 
that has been described in previous session. Kebba 
Secka described how even as an NIA officer he was 
arrested, detained, and tortured alongside Sam 
Kambai on accusation of assisting rebels from the 
Casamance region of Senegal. After being released, 
he rejoined the NIA and in 2016 he illegally took 
statements from UDP protesters who had been 
tortured. In addition to torture, detention, and 
taking false statements, the witnesses also spoke to 
how NIA officers used inordinate violence against 
petty fraudsters or to help private citizens recover 
their debts. In March 2021, after the completion 
of Session 19, the TRRC organised a reconciliation 
between Basirou Sey and Omar Cham and a 
selection of their victims. After the former NIA 
officers expressed regret for participating in torture 
and arbitrary detention, the victims accepted their 
apologies. 

On the other hand, Babou Loum, the so-called 
“independent witness” who was called in to 
witness the signing of suspects statements, denied 
having any knowledge of torture at the NIA, despite 
the fact that both perpetrators and survivors have 
testified that multiple suspects were brought to 
give their statements after having been violently 
abused. He denied he was given any compensation 
for his role, but admitted he was a coordinator for 
the pro-Jammeh youth wing ‘the Green Boys.’ Sarjo 
Sanneh, the long serving NIA mechanic testified 
about the two occasions in which he intervened to 
rescue people caught in the clutches of the NIA. 

Lastly, the Commission heard from Tamsir Jasseh, 
who was arrested, tortured, and detained in 2006 
after he helped Ndure Cham escape the country in 
the aftermath of the failed 2006 coup. He was later 

freed, alongside Amadou Scattred Janneh, with the 
intervention of American politician Jesse Jackson.

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Tamsir Jasseh vs Lang Tombong Tamba

Lang Tombong Tamba (Edition 18, pages 42 – 70) 
previously claimed that the atmosphere during 
the panel interrogations following the attempted 
coup in March 2006 was professional and cordial 
and denied having any knowledge of people being 
tortured beforehand. He also insisted that he was 
only ever “fake tortured.” However, in this session 
Tamsir Jasseh testified that Lang Tombong Tamba 
was among those who interrogated him in 2006, 
that there were men with large guns in the room, 
and that he was later told that if he wanted the 
beatings to stop he should inform Lang Tombong 
Tamba. He also rejected that Lang Tombong Tamba 
was only “fake tortured” and said he saw him with 
significant wounds.

Babou Loum vs Wassa Camara and Bunja Darboe

In previous testimonies before the TRRC, multiple 
witnesses have described the widespread use of 
torture to force suspects to give false statements 
to National intelligence Agency, NIA, and police 
investigators. In this session, Babou Loum admitted 
he was the independent witness for the statement 
of either Wassa Camara (Edition 17, pages 59 – 68) 
or Bunja Darboe (Edition 5, pages 46 – 52). Bunja 
Darboe testified that he was assaulted in front of his 
independent witness, and Wassa Camara affirmed 
the independent witness in his case was hired by 
the government. Babou Loum denied he ever saw 
anyone tortured in front of him and denied he was 
a professional independent witness.
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Ousman Sowe versus Lamin Karbou and Ebrima 
Barrow

Lamin Karbou (Edition 12, pages 36 – 46) previously 
claimed that, in May 2009, he interrupted a drug 
deal set up by the NIA that was part of a larger 
scheme to steal money from people trying to buy 
drugs. In this session, Ousman Sowe claimed that 
it was actually Lamin Karbou and the National 
Drug Enforcement Agency, NDEA, who were selling 
illegal drugs. Ebrima Barrow (Edition 16, pages 112-
118) testified that Ouman Sowe was a member of 
the panel that interrogated him and that during 
his interrogation he was beaten by Edrisa Jobe, 
but the other panelists did not intervene. Ousman 
Sowe denied he participated in the interrogation 
and suggested it was a case of mistaken identity. 
Ousman Sowe also denied Sillah Bah Samateh’s 
charge that babies were sacrificed at the NIA 
(Edition 18, pages 15 – 18). 

Omar Cham vs Sillah Bah Samateh and Ensa Badjie

Sillah Bah Samateh (Digest Edition 18, pages 15 
– 18) testified that Omar Cham threatened him, 
his wife, and his child, and was among those who 
took part in his torture. He also testified that Omar 
Cham showed him parts of human remains as a 
threat. Ensa Badjie ( Edition 10 pages 41 - 58) also 
claimed that Omar Cham participated in his torture. 
During his testimony, Omar Cham denied that he 
tortured Sillah Bah Samateh or Ensa Badjie, that he 
threatened Sillah Bah Samateh’s family, or that he 
ever showed Sillah Bah Samateh human remains.

Samba Gajaga vs Mumin Baldeh

In Session 17, Mumin Baldeh (Edition 17, pages 21 
– 24) testified that he was unlawfully interrogated 
and tortured by Samba Gajaga. In this session, 
Samba Gajaga claimed he had never seen Mumin 
Baldeh until his appearance at the TRRC. On the 
other hand, Kebba Secka told the Commission that 
Samba Gajaga and Mumin Baldeh had known each 
other prior to Mumin Baldeh’s ordeal.

Basiru Sey vs Amadou Jogoh Sowe

Amadou Jogoh Sowe (Edition 17, pages 41- 43) 
testified that Basiru Sey participated in his torture. 
However, in this session Basiru Sey told the 
Commission he was not present during the torture of 
Amadou Jogoh Sowe, though he had apologised for 
it on multiple occasions. The Commission’s findings 
indicate that Basiru Sey did not shield himself or 
diminish the role he played in tortures, given that 
he confessed to his involvement in tortures carried 
out by Special Operations Unit of the NIA.166 The 
Commission recommended that Basiru Sey, Alasan 
Baldeh and Gibril Saidy be reprimanded for all the 
torture they committed as members of the Special 
Operations Unit.167

166See TRRC Final Report Volume 13, page 90 
167See TRRC Final Report Volume 13, page 93
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Name Alias Status Organization
Bahoreh Jaiteh Alive Gambia National 

Army

Ebrima Jammeh Alive Gambia Prison 
Services

Lamin Bo Baaji Alive Gambia National 
Army; National 
Intelligence Agency

Ousman Jallow Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Ousman Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force; 
Minister of Interior

Sulayman Badjie Saul Badjie Alive Gambia National 
Army, Jungler

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President

Yankuba Badjie Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Yankuba Colley Alive Mayor, APRC Party 
Executive

Yankuba Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force
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Human Rights Violations
Unlawful interrogation and obtaining false statements 
and confessions
Torture
Arbitrary arrest and detention
Enforced disappearances

Places
PIU Headquarters
NIA Headquarters
Banjul Police Station
Counter Terror Unit in Bijilo Police Headquarters
Attorney General Chambers
Holgam
Abuko Police Station
Bambadinka

The 20th session of the public hearings of the 
Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission, 
TRRC, began on 25th January 2021 and ended on 
5th February. The bulk of the witnesses during this 
session were former agents from the feared National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA, who have been accused 
of torture and other human rights violations. Of the 
9 alleged perpetrators who testified, Demba Sowe 
is still in police force, Lamin Darboe still works at 
the NIA, and Ebrima Drammeh is the Director of 
Operations at the Drug Law Enforcement Agency 
the Gambia, DLEAG at the time of release of this 
publication.

Only two of the witnesses during this session 
were solely victims of Yahya Jammeh’s security 
services. Bubacarr Cham divulged how he was 
dragged into the botched drug raid in 2009 that 
also ensnared Lamin Karbou and a group of Bissau-
Guineans. Alagie Lang Ceesay fought back when 
Yahya Jammeh’s personal herders accosted him 
at an intersection in 2012 and was subsequently 
arrested, tortured, and detained.

Two of the witnesses in this session, Lamin Cham 
and Demba Sowe, were police officers who took 
part in the investigative panels at the NIA, which 
played a crucial role in the torture-for-confessions 
system described in previous sessions. They 
described how the actual taking of the statements 
was done by the police whose reports formed the 
bulk of the evidence against alleged coup plotters 
in their trials. One of the officers readily testified to 
the use of torture in the 2006 and 2009 panels and 
said he regretted being a part of an illegal system. 
Demba Sowe was more reticent to acknowledge 
the illegalities of the system.

The nine other witnesses in this session worked 
at the NIA. All have been accused of torture, in 
some cases by multiple witnesses in multiple 
incidents. Harry PF Sambou and Foday Momodou 
Hydara acknowledged that torture was a part of 
the investigations of the 1996 attack on Farafenni 
barracks and of the 2006 coup plot, but denied they 
ever struck anyone. Harry PF Sambou admitted he 
did not include the details of torture in the reports 
he wrote to the Attorney General, and Foday 

Institutional Hearings: National 
Intelligence Agency (NIA)
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Momodou Hydara confessed to interrogating 
suspects after they had been beaten. On the other 
hand, both Ebrima Jim Drammeh and Salmina 
Drammeh confessed to torturing suspects at the 
NIA and implicated some of their former colleagues.

However, Lamin Darboe, Foday Barry, Baba Saho, 
and Lamin Babadinding Jobarteh all denied they 
ever tortured anyone. Lamin Darboe explained 
how with a 9th grade education he worked his way 
from being a guard to becoming a member of the 
special operations unit. He denied torturing people 
arrested during the botched drug case in 2009, 
the alleged Casamance rebels, any detentions that 
occurred under his watched, or the tortures of the 
scam artists in 2015. Lamin Babadinding Jobarteh 
said that Balo Kanteh was tortured by the military 
- not the NIA as almost every other witness had 
testified - and denied that as Attorney General he 
played any role in legitimising the 2012 executions 
of the death row inmates.168 Additionally, Foday 
Barry and Baba Saho gave remarkably similar 
testimonies in which they denied every single 
allegation against them and insisted that anyone 
who implicated them was lying.

In their final report169, the TRRC made several 
recommendations regarding witnesses who 
testified in this session. They recommended Lamin 
Darboe should be prosecuted for his role in all the 
tortures committed by the Special Operations Unit 
at the NIA, and that Edrissa Jobe (Alagie Morr) 
should be prosecuted for torturing Lamin Karbou 
and others. 

168See August 2012 Library of Congress Article entitled 
“Gambia: Report of Executions being carried out after 
long hiatus”
169See Volume 13 of the TRRC Report entitled “Institutional 
Hearings: National Intelligence Agency”, page 94

https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-monitor/2012-08-30/gambia-report-of-official-executions-being-carried-out-after-long-hiatus/
https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-monitor/2012-08-30/gambia-report-of-official-executions-being-carried-out-after-long-hiatus/
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The TRRC stated that the following officers, 
adversely mentioned in this session, should be 
banned from holding public office in The Gambia 
for at least ten years: Ebrima “Jim” Drammeh, 
Foday Momodou Hydara, Salmina Drammeh, 
Foday Barry, Lamin Babadinding Jobarteh and 
Baba Saho. They suggested a ban of five years for 
Harry PF Sambou for participating in the torture of 
Omar Dampha.  

The Commission emphasised that the NIA should 
be “completely overhauled” and stripped of its 
extensive policing and legal powers to realign its 
functions with that of an intelligence-gathering 
institution, rather than a “policing and detention 
centre”.

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Bubacarr Cham vs Ousman Sowe vs Ebrima 
Drammeh

Bubacarr Cham told the Commission that Ebrima 
Drammeh and Edrisa Jobe ordered him to strip 
naked during his interrogation at the NIA in 2009 
in the presence of Ousman Sowe (Digest Edition 
19, pages 50-61). Ebrima Drammeh confessed he 
saw Babucarr Cham with some of his clothes off, 
but claimed that Ousman Sowe actually ordered 
him to help put his clothes back on. Meanwhile, 
Ousman Sowe claimed that he turned the suspects 
arrested alongside Bubacarr Cham over to Ebrima 
Drammeh and was not present at night when the 
interrogation and tortures occurred. 

Harry PF Sambou vs Lang Tombong Tamba 

Harry PF Sambou claimed that the people who sat 
in on the interrogation panel for the suspects of 
the March 2006 coup attempt were aware that the 
suspects had been tortured and that Yahya Jammeh 
was directing the interrogations and tortures over 
the phone. Lang Tombong Tamba (Digest Edition 
18, pages 42-70) previously denied that panelists 
were aware of tortures and refused to endorse that 
Yahya Jammeh knew what happened at the panel. 

Harry PF Sambou alleged that Lang Tombong 
Tamba participated in the coverup of the enforced 
disappearances and killings of security officers 
Daba Marenah, Manlafi Corr, Ebou Lowe, Alieu 
Ceesay and Alpha Bah in 2006. He also described 
a second cover-up which Lang Tombong Tamba, 
Tumbul Tamba and Ousman Sonko participated 
in and was intended to give the impression that 
Yahya Jammeh was unaware of the purported 
escape of the aforementioned security officers until 
informed by his security chiefs at State House. Lang 
Tombong Tamba had previously testified that he 
was not involved in the aforementioned enforced 
disappearances and that President Yahya Jammeh 
helped draft the public statement of the “escape”. 

Harry PF Sambou vs Ebrima Drammeh 

Harry PF Sambou told the Commission that he saw 
Ebrima Drammeh participate in the tortures of the 
suspects of the 1996 attack on Farafenni Barracks. 
Ebrima Drammeh denied being present. 



|128

Ebrima Drammeh vs Lamin Karbou 

Lamin Karbou (Digest Edition 12, pages 36-46) 
previously told the Commission that after his 
first arrest in 2009, he was brought to Ebrima 
Drammeh’s office where Ebrima Drammeh put a 
gun on the table during his questioning and asked 
him to write a false statement. However, Ebrima 
Drammeh claimed that he informed Lamin Karbou 
of the charges against him and denied soliciting 
a false statement. Furthermore, Lamin Karbou 
testified that when he refused, Ebrima Drammeh 
called Edrisa Jobe and soon after he was escorted 
to the former’s office where he was subsequently 
tortured. 

Ebrima Drammeh denied he called Edrisa Jobe and 
said instead that Sukuta Jammeh was called to 
take Lamin Karbou to Lamin Manneh’s office. He 
did not deny that Lamin Karbou was beaten, and 
suggested that it was from Lamin Manneh’s office 
that Lamin Karbou fell into Ebrisa Jobe’s custody. 
However, Lamin Karbou told the Commission that 
when he was later presented to then NIA Director 
General Bo Baaji, Edrisa Jobe told him that Ebrima 
Drammeh participated in beating Lamin Karbou. 
Ebrima Drammeh denied he took part. Lamin 
Karbou told the Commission that he later heard 
that Ebrima Drammeh was a part of a corrupt drug 
case but Ebrima Drammeh denied this was true. 

Lamin Karbou vs Ebrima Drammeh and Lamin 
Darboe 

Lamin Karbou previously told the Commission that 
Alagie Sarjo told him that he had been shot by 
Ebrima Drammeh. Ebrima Drammeh denied he ever 
shot anyone, and Lamin Darboe later confessed 
that he had shot Alagie Sarjo during hot pursuit.
 

Lamin Darboe vs Lamin Karbou

Lamin Karbou testified that Lamin Darboe shot 
his pistol in the air during the initial botched drug 
operation in 2009 to stop him and other NDEA 
operatives finding out he was involved in corrupt 
business. Lamin Darboe instead argued the shot 
was a misfire in the taxi. Lamin Karbou also claimed 
that Lamin Darboe came to his cell one night at the 
NIA while Lamin Darboe insisted he was not aware 
of his presence at the facility. Lastly, Lamin Karbou 
also said that Lamin Darboe participated in his 
rearrest in the NDEA Headquarters. Lamin Darboe 
denied he took part. 

Lamin Darboe vs Bubacarr Cham

Bubacarr Cham told the Commission that Lamin 
Darboe was in the room when he was ordered to 
strip naked. He also claimed that while he never 
personally saw Lamin Darboe torture anyone, 
another detainee confided in him that Lamin 
Darboe whipped his genitals and that it would be 
impossible for Lamin Darboe to claim he did not 
know about the tortures connected to the botched 
2009 drug operation. Lamin Darboe denied he ever 
saw Bubacarr Cham strip or that he participated in 
or was aware of these abuses. 

Lamin Darboe vs Basiru Sey and Amadou Jogoh 
Sowe 

Lamin Darboe told the Commission that Abbas 
Jarju, Amadou Jogoh Sowe and Camara were only 
threatened but not tortured as a part of their 
interrogation. He also insisted he was unaware of 
the arrest, detention or torture of a butcher from 
Abuko. In previous sessions, Basiru Sey (Digest 
Edition 19, pages 91-97) confessed to torturing 
these men and indicated that Lamin Darboe also 
took part. Amadou Jogoh Sowe (Digest Edition 17, 
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pages 41-43) also named Lamin Darboe as one of 
the men who tortured him at the NIA Headquarters. 

Lamin Darboe vs Sam Kambai 

Lamin Darboe claimed that he played no role in the 
interrogation of Sam Kambai. Sam Kambai (Digest 
Edition 18, pages 11-14) previously testified that 
Lamin Darboe escorted him to his interrogation, 
ordered him to undress, and was present when he 
was tortured. 

Lamin Darboe vs Kebba Secka and Samba Gajaga

Lamin Darboe told the Commission that he was 
not involved in the stripping and torture of Kebba 
Secka. Kebba Secka (Digest Edition 19, pages 81- 
86) claimed that Lamin Darboe participated in his 
stripping and beating. This was also confirmed by 
Samba Gajaga (Digest Edition 19, pages 77-80). 

Lamin Cham vs Lang Tombong Tamba 

Lamin Cham testified that it was evident that 
suspects in the March 2006 coup attempt 
were beaten before they were brought to the 
interrogation panel and that Lang Tombong Tamba 
was responsible for it. Lang Tombong Tamba had 
previously testified that any torture happened after 
the interrogations and that he was not responsible. 

Wassa Camara vs Lamin Cham, Foday Momodou 
Hydara, Foday Barry, and Baba Saho 

Wassa Camara (Digest Edition 17, pages 59 – 68) 
previously testified that he was sitting next to a 
table with a bloody tooth and hammer during 
his interrogation. Lamin Cham, Foday Momodou 
Hydara, Baba Saho and Foday Barry all denied this 
happened. 

Foday Momodou Hydara vs Alagie Martin 

Foday Momodou Hydara told the Commission 
that Alagie Martin (Digest Edition 5, pages 53–57) 
slapped Bunja Darboe (Digest Edition 5, pages 46– 
52) during his interrogation in March 2006. Alagie 
Martin had previously denied this happened. 

Foday Momodou Hydara vs Bunja Darboe, Yahya 
Darboe, Tamsir Jasseh, and Omar Faal 

Foday Momodou Hydara claimed that Bunja Darboe, 
Yahya Darboe (Digest Edition 17, pages 75–81), 
Tamsir Jasseh (Digest Edition 19, pages 38–43), and 
Omar Faal (Digest Edition 17, pages 47–49) were 
not tortured before or during their questioning 
in March 2006. These men all previously testified 
that they were tortured before or during their 
interrogations, in which Foday Momodou Hydara 
participated. 

Foday Momodou Hydara vs Baba Saho vs Pierre 
Mendy 

Pierre Mendy (Digest Edition 17, pages 88–92) 
previously testified that Foday Momodou Hydara 
ordered for him to be taken downstairs and 
tortured by the Junglers when he did not comply 
with the investigation panel’s orders. Foday 
Momodou Hydara did not dispute that Pierre 
Mendy was tortured, but denied that he ordered 
it. Meanwhile Baba Saho claimed that he stopped 
Foday Momodou Hydara from torturing Pierre 
Mendy. 

Foday Momodou Hydara and Wassa Camara vs 
Baba Saho and Foday Barry 

Foday Momodou Hydara corroborated Wassa 
Camara’s testimony that Baba Saho slapped Wassa 
Camara during his interrogation and was later 
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stopped by Foday Barry. Baba Saho denied this 
happened and Foday Barry denied he was even 
present during Wassa Camara’s interrogation. 

Foday Momodou Hydara and Foday Barry vs Harry 
PF Sambou 

Foday Momodou Hydara and Foday Barry told the 
Commission that when they complained about 
the inconsistencies in the statement regarding the 
alleged escape of Daba Marenah, Manlafi Corr, 
Ebou Lowe, Alieu Ceesay and Alpha Bah in 2006, 
Harry PF Sambou told them if they had any issues 
they should write them down and send them to 
President Yahya Jammeh. Harry PF Sambou denied 
he ever said this. 

Foday Barry, Baba Saho and Lamin Babadinding 
Jobarteh vs Salmina Drammeh, Sainey Faye, Batch 
Samba Jallow, and Omar Jatta 

Salmina Drammeh confessed that together with 
Foday Barry, Baba Saho and Lamin Babadinding 
Jobarteh, he participated in the torture of Sainey 
Faye (Digest Edition 2, pages 14–15) and other 
PPP supporters in 1995, including stripping and 
electrocution. Sainey Faye previously testified 
that Baba Saho participated in his torture in 1995. 
Batch Samba Jallow (Digest Edition 1, pages 26–27) 
testified that Foday Barry and Baba Saho tortured 
him, including with electrocution, and that Baba 
Saho crushed his genitals with a rock. Omar Jatta 
(Digest Edition 17, pages 114–116) also told the 
Commission that Foday Barry was present during 
his torture. Foday Barry, Baba Saho, and Lamin 
Babadinding Jobarteh all denied they tortured 
or were present during the torture of any of the 
alleged PPP protesters in 1995. 

Foday Barry, Baba Saho and Lamin Babadinding 
Jobarteh vs Harry PF Sambou vs Salmina Drammeh, 
Balo Kanteh, and Omar Dampha 

Salmina Drammeh confessed that alongside Foday 
Barry, Baba Saho and Lamin Babadinding Jobarteh, 
he tortured Balo Kanteh (Digest Edition 18, pages 
26–33) and the others suspected of the 1996 
attack on Farafenni Barraks. Harry PF Sambou also 
told the Commission that Foday Barry and Lamin 
Babadinding Jobarteh were among those who 
tortured the suspects in this incident. Balo Kanteh 
named Foday Barry as among his torturers and said 
Baba Saho was in the room. He specifically alleged 
that Lamin Babadinding Jobarteh cut his nipple 
during his interrogation and showed the Commission 
his scar. Omar Dampha (Digest Edition 18, pages 
20–24) also testified that Lamin Babadinding 
Jobarteh and Harry PF Sambou were present when 
he was tortured. The Lead Counsel withdrew the 
allegation that Baba Saho was present during the 
November 1996 tortures, saying the Commission 
had received evidence of an alibi. Foday Barry, Baba 
Saho, Lamin Babadinding Jobarteh, and Harry PF 
Sambou denied they tortured any of the suspected 
attackers of Farafenni Barracks in 1996 or were in 
the room when tortures occurred. 

Ebrima Barrow vs Salmina Drammeh and Baba 
Saho 

Ebrima Barrow (Digest Edition 16, pages 112– 118) 
previously testified that Alagie Martin hit him 
during the interrogation and the panelists, including 
Salmina Drammeh and Baba Saho, did nothing. 
Salmina Drammeh confessed to participating in the 
interrogation panel, but said that he did not see 
Ebrima Barrow tortured. Baba Saho insisted he was 
not in The Gambia at the time. 
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Foday Barry vs Lamin Jobe 

Lamin Jobe (Digest Edition 12, pages 47–57) had 
previously testified that Foday Barry tortured him 
in 2006. Foday Barry insisted he was not even with 
the NIA at the time. 

Baba Saho vs Lang Tombong Tamba 

Baba Saho said the suspects in the 2006 coup 
attempt were tortured downstairs before being 
brought for interrogation and that anyone on the 
panel would have known it. Lang Tombong Tamba 
previously testified that he was not aware of 
torture. 

Lamin Babadinding Jobarteh vs Omar Jallow, 
Lamin Badjie and Lamin Sambou 

Omar Jallow, Lamin Badjie and Lamin Sambou 
confessed to participating in the extrajudicial killing 
and enforced disappearance of the 9 death row 
inmates in 2012 and implicated Lamin Babadinding 
Jobarteh as being present at the scene after the 
act. Lamin Babadinding Jobarteh denied he was 
present. 

Leadership and operation of the panels 
investigating the March 2006 coup attempt 

There was considerable debate over who was 
leading the interrogation panels of the suspects of 
the 2006 coup attempt. 

Harry PF Sambou claimed that Lang Tombong 
Tamba “hijacked” the panels and was the one 
making decisions alongside Foday Momodou 
Hydara. Foday Barry also said that Lang Tombong 
Tamba was the de-facto leader. Meanwhile, Lang 
Tombong Tamba previously testified that it was in 
fact Foday Momodou Hydara who was in charge. 

Baba Saho had a similar claim. However, Foday 
Momodou Hydara told the Commission that Lang 
Tombong Tamba and Ousman Sonko had command 
responsibility for what transpired. 

There were also considerable discrepancies 
regarding who complained about the treatment 
of suspects before the panels. Foday Momodou 
Hydara claimed he saw Lang Tombong Tamba 
telling Musa Jammeh they could not do their job 
if the suspects were bruised before interrogation. 
Foday Barry also told the Commission that he 
complained to Lang Tombong Tamba about the 
treatment of Tamsir Jasseh and Abdoulie Kujabi. 
However, Lang Tombong Tamba previously testified 
that he was unaware of widespread torture during 
the investigation and did not receive or give these 
complaints.
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Ebrima Jim Drammeh Jim Drammeh Alive National Intelligence 

Agency

Edrissa Jobe Alagie Morr Alive Gambia National 
Army; Junglers

Foday Barry Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Foday Momodou 
Hydara

Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Harry PF Sambou Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Lamin Darboe Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Musa Jammeh Maliamungu Deceased Gambia National 
Army; Junglers

Salimina Drammeh Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Tumbul Tamba Deceased Gambia National 
Army; Junglers

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President
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Human Rights Violations
Unlawful interrogation and obtaining false statements 
and confessions
Torture, including sexual assault
Arbitrary arrest and detention (including 
incommunicado)
Extrajudicial killing
Enforced disappearance
Corruption of justice

Places
Holgam
Kanifing Cemetery
Bundung Police Station
Kairaba Police Station
Barra Beach
Casamance (Senegal)
Banjul Port
Navy Headquarters
Baba Jobe’s Compound
Bambadinka
NIA Headquarters
Brufut/Ghana Town
Tanji Bird Reserve

The 21st session of the Truth, Reconciliation, and 
Reparations Commission, TRRC, began on the 
22nd of February and ended on the 11th of March 
2021. The Commission heard testimonies from 
26 witnesses, including 2 women, one of whom 
is a victim of enforced disappearance.170 A few 
testimonies elaborated on the culture of torture 
at the National Intelligence Agency, NIA, explored 
in earlier sessions, but the bulk of the hearings 
focused on the massacre of West African migrants 
on Gambian soil and the subsequent cover-up.
 
The first two testimonies narrated the actions of 
the NIA special unit known as Bulldozer. The unit 
was formed in May 2012, as part of “Operation 
Bulldozer”, an initiative framed as former 
President Yahya Jammeh’s apparent attempt to 
rid the country of criminals. In actuality, the unit 
targeted anyone viewed as an opponent to the 
regime and was responsible for several instances 

of arbitrary detention, torture, and even murder. 
The Commission heard about the abuse Ebrima 
Keita, Musa Fofana, and Alasan Jallow suffered 
at the unit’s hands after they were accused of 
plotting a coup against Yahya Jammeh, when they 
were overheard disagreeing with the actions of the 
regime. At the end of their testimony, Ebrima Keita 
and Musa Fofana emphasised that Amadou Bojang 
effectively killed them whilst they were still alive. 
The stress of the detention caused Ebrima Keita to 
develop diabetes and hypertension; he spent all of 
his savings on lawyer fees and marabouts. Musa 
Fofana also highlighted the financial consequences 
of his detention, saying that he was never able to 
finish building his house and could not afford to 
educate his children.
 
The session then moved to the West African 
migrants’ massacre. On 22nd July 2005, over 50 
migrants, including at least two women, stopped in 

The Killing of the West African Migrants 

170“Victim” means the disappeared person and any individual who has suffered harm as the direct result of an enforced 
disappearance, including family members of the disappeared.
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Gambia on their way to Europe and were arrested 
by Gambian security forces.171 Despite being 
unarmed and their behaviour and appearance 
clearly indicating they were migrants, they were 
accused of being mercenaries trying to overthrow 
the regime of Yahya Jammeh. The majority of the 
migrants were then forcibly disappeared and/or 
killed. There have been discrepancies in the number 
and names of the migrants, likely because some 
migrants used aliases and the officers recording 
their names wrote them down phonetically.172

 
Two survivors from the group, Eric Yaw and Martin 
Kyere, testified in this session of the TRRC. The 
Commission also heard from Adama Conteh, Lamin 
Tunkara’s widow, and Kehinde Enagameh, the 
brother of one of the disappeared migrants.
 
Martin Kyere’s heart-breaking account revealed 
important details about the migrants’ experience 
after arriving in Gambia. He narrated how most 
of them were taken into custody at Barra Police 
Station and then separated on their way to another 
location. One migrant escaped first, and is said to 
live in Germany now. Another group of migrants 
also escaped but were forcibly disappeared when 
they were handed over to Ghana Town Police. 
Martin Kyere testified that he was moved from 
the Navy base to Bundung Police Station, to an 
unnamed building with several other migrants. 
They were severely tortured at various points 
during this journey. Soldiers pushed eight of them 
onto two pickups, intending to kill them all. Martin 
Kyere managed to free his hands; his companions 
urged him to escape and tell their stories – “tell the 

171The West African migrants case caused significant tensions 
between Gambia and Ghana. See Bulletin of the UN Department 
of Public Affairs (page 14).
172See TRRC Digest Edition 21 pages 12-13 for a full list of names.

http://sasip.rutgers.edu/images/UN_downloads/pswinter09issue.pdf
http://sasip.rutgers.edu/images/UN_downloads/pswinter09issue.pdf
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world how Yahya Jammeh has been killing people”. 
He jumped from the pickup and landed near the 
road. After some gunshots, the truck passed him, 
now empty. After some time, he managed to return 
to Ghana through Senegal and began advocating 
for the victims. At the end of his testimony, Martin 
Kyere defined justice as the proper return and burial 
of all the victims’ remains, compensation for the 
families, and seeing the perpetrators – including 
Yahya Jammeh – appear before competent courts.
 
Lamin Tunkara was the Gambian contact for the 
West African migrants. His widow, Adama Conteh, 
told the Commission how he was arrested and 
transferred to Kairaba Police Station. Their lawyer, 
Neneh Cham, secured bail for him through the 
Banjul Magistrates Court. However, the day Lamin 
Tunkara was supposed to return home, his family 
was told that he had escaped from prison the night 
before. Two months later, there was still no sign of 
him. When a heavily pregnant Adama Conteh went 
to the NIA, she was told to stop looking. She only 
learned of his death after hearing Martin Kyere’s 
story.
 
Testimonies from police officers, NIA executives, 
and government officials revealed that there was 
an extensive cover-up of the West African migrants’ 
presence and massacre in The Gambia. The cover-
up was implemented from top to bottom, starting 
with the erasure of public documents, especially 
police station diaries. Both Lamin Cham and Gibril 
Ngorr MT Secka produced long suppressed records 
concerning the Migrants case; the latter’s list was 
instrumental in partially establishing the migrants’ 
identities. Lamin Cham explicitly said he held onto 
a Major Crimes Squad diary because the State 

was bent on concealing their illegal actions. He 
emphasised that the strategy did not apply only to 
the migrants’ incident; diaries regarding the case 
of Chief Manneh and Gambian-American brothers, 
Alhagie Mamut Ceesay and Ebou Jobe, were likely 
also hidden.
 
The available records regarding the West African 
migrants incident were revealed to be heavily 
falsified. Bubacarr Bah confessed that then 
Minister of Interior, Ousman Sonko, ordered him 
to recopy the Barra Police Station diary, omitting 
all the entries regarding the West African migrants. 
Malamin Ceesay, who sat on the panel investigating 
the incident, disavowed the final report, saying it 
was completely fabricated. This very report was the 
basis of former Gambian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Lamin Kaba Bajo’s letter to his Ghanaian counterpart, 
Nana Akufo-Addo. Despite Martin Kyere’s testimony 
and advocacy efforts by the families of the forcibly 
disappeared, a UN-ECOWAS investigation cleared 
The Gambia of any wrongdoing.173

 
Although some witnesses readily confessed to 
their crimes, many who testified in connection 
to torture or the cover-up of the West African 
migrants’ massacre had a selective memory when 
it came to recalling their own culpability. Notably, 
Baboucarr Jatta, Malamin Ceesay and Lamin Kaba 
Bajo were very resistant to admit any knowledge of 
their complicity and repeatedly denied any agency, 
trying to deflect responsibility onto their superiors 
or other government departments.

Of all those who testified, four witnesses work in 
Gambian civil service at the time of release of this 
publication: Ousman Jallow, Bubacarr Bah, Abraham 

173Initially, the victims of the West African Migrants massacre were supported by a number of Ghanaian NGOs, including 
the Ghana chapter of the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) and the Media Foundation for West Africa.



|136

Jawara, and Yankuba Sonko. Most notably, Yankuba 
Sonko is the  Minister of Interior of The Gambia.

To this day, there have been no arrests or 
prosecutions in the West African Migrants case. 
In July 2020, a group of eleven human rights 
organisations, including ANEKED and TRIAL 
International, called for a new international 
investigation into the incident.174 In October 2021, 
the UN Working Group on Enforced Disappearances 
voiced their support for the initiative.175 

The only investigation of the West African Migrants 
case in The Gambia is the UN-ECOWAS team’s visit 
in 2008.176 The Ghana Government attempted 
investigations in 2006, but was stonewalled by Yahya 
Jammeh’s government. The UN-ECOWAS team 
surmised that Gambia was “not directly or indirectly 
complicit” in the deaths or disappearances of the 
migrants.177 This conclusion has been repeatedly 
challenged by the victims and their families and 
was further disputed by findings from extensive 
interviews conducted by Human Rights Watch and 

174See the 2020 Human Rights Watch article entitled “Gambia: No Justice for 2005 Massacre of Migrants”
175See the 2021 International Commission of Jurists article entitled “The Gambia: UN says perpetrators of Jammeh-era crimes “must be 
brought to justice””
176For a detailed timeline of the West African Migrants case from 2005 onwards, see TRIAL International’s July 2020 press release 
entitled “The Gambia: No Justice for 2005 Massacre of Migrants”
177To this date, The full UN ECOWAS 2009 report has never been made available to the public. Both the Ghanaian and Gambian 
governments have stated they do not have a copy.

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/21/gambia-no-justice-2005-massacre-migrants
https://www.icj.org/the-gambia-un-says-perpetrators-of-jammeh-era-crimes-must-be-brought-to-justice/
https://www.icj.org/the-gambia-un-says-perpetrators-of-jammeh-era-crimes-must-be-brought-to-justice/
https://trialinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/press-release-2005-Migrants_EN-1.pdf
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TRIAL International in 2018. In 2019, the testimony 
of former Junglers Malick Jatta and Omar Jallow 
rendered the UN-ECOWAS report dubious by 
asserting the culpability of Yahya Jammeh and 
various government officials in the massacre. Since 
then, many witnesses have testified about the 
West African migrants’ massacre at the TRRC. Most 
importantly, survivors of the incident spoke for the 
first time in this session.178

In December 2019, Nana Akufo-Addo, the 
Ghanaian President, said he knew Jammeh’s 
government was complicit in the killings in 2005, 
during his tenure as Minister of Foreign Affairs.179 
He said he had spoken to the current President of 
The Gambia, Adama Barrow, who asked for more 
time. The Gambia Government has affirmed that 
they are awaiting the TRRC’s recommendations 
before commencing any prosecutions. In July 2021, 
the TRRC recommended the Gambian government 
compensate the families.180

In December 2021, the TRRC released their 
final report. They concluded that “Yahya 
Jammeh is responsible for the killings, enforced 
disappearance, and torture of more than 67 West 
African economic migrants by giving direct orders 
to the Junglers to summarily execute them in July 
2005”,181 and that he was also responsible for “a 
massive and systemic cover-up campaign” designed 
to erase all evidence of the migrants’ presence in 
The Gambia and exculpate himself. 

The TRRC recommended that Yahya Jammeh and 
his accomplices in the cover-up all be prosecuted, 
naming several former Junglers and security 

officers. Additionally, they suggested that current 
Minister of Interior Yankuba Sonko and Malamin 
Ceesay - who both testified in this session - be 
banned from holding public office for ten years for 
their roles in the cover-up. 

Regarding reparations, in accordance with Section 
15.5 of the TRRC Act, the Commission requires The 
Gambia Government to pay 32,400,000 dalasi to 
the West African migrants and other non-Gambian 
nationals as soon as possible.182 

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Eric Yaw

Eric Yaw insisted that he and his travel companions 
arrived and were arrested in The Gambia on 
Saturday 16th July 2006.  This contradicted all the 
other testimonies and reports that stated the date 
of arrival and arrest of the migrants was the 22nd 
July 2005 – the day of the 22nd July Revolution 
commemoration. Eric Yaw was also adamant there 
were 7 Nigerians as opposed to 9 Nigerians, as he 
had counted the number of passengers.

 

Yankuba Sonko vs Bubacarr Bah

In reference to the UN-ECOWAS investigation of the 
Migrants case, Bubacarr Bah testified that Yankuba 
Sonko asked him to participate in the cover-up of 
the massacre and specifically recalled Yankuba 
Sonko saying, “These UN people are coming here. 
Make sure if you are called, make sure you don’t 
say anything. They [the UN people] “drink alcohol, 
dance, get women but this is our country, in case 

178Prior to this session, families of the West African migrants filed against Gambia and Ghana before the ECOWAS court of justice with ANEKED’s 
support. See the Press Release entitled “Families of West African migrants seek justice”.
179See HRW article above.
180See July 2021 article in the Forayaa entitled “Gambia: Govt asked to pay D32 Million to West African Migrants”
181See TRRC Final Report Volume 12, page 35
182See TRRC Final Report Volume 16, page 15

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/61636787c8ab91390c464c23/t/616380c98f98bd0b05c68fae/1633910986389/Families+of+West+African+migrants+seek+justice.pdf
https://allafrica.com/stories/202107200187.html
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they are going to come back don’t talk to them”. 
Yankuba Sonko denied Bubacarr Bah’s statements. 
He also denied being aware of the cover-up of the 
Migrants case at the time.

 

Amadou Bojang vs Ebrima Keita and Musa Fofana

Amadou Bojang firmly denied being a part of the 
investigation team responsible for the cases of 
Ebrima Keita, Musa Fofana and (the late) Alasan 
Jallow. He denied every single accusation Ebrima 
Keita and Musa Fofana levelled against him: 
namely that he threatened to kill them, allowed 
his subordinates to physically torture Musa Fofana, 
psychologically tortured them and took them 
to the Kanifing Cemetery where they were to be 
executed.  In his version of events, he claimed that 
Ebrima Keita, Musa Fofana, and Alasan Jallow were 
all treated well during their time at Holgam.

Amadou Bojang also claimed he advised Ebrima 
Keita, Musa Fofana and Alasan Jallow to prove their 
innocence in front of the courts. He added that 
they were unhappy when he told them he could 
not lean in onto their case and insinuated this was 
the reasoning behind their accusations against him.

Ousman Jallow vs Lamin Darboe

Lamin Darboe told the Commission that Ousman 
Jallow lied about his (Lamin Darboe’s) involvement 
in the torture of Captain Jobe in 2014.183 Ousman 
Jallow affirmed that Lamin Darboe had lied during 
his testimony. He recalled having been in the charge 
office with Director General Yankuba Badjie and 
Deputy Diretor General Louis Gomez while he was 
being tortured on a bench right in front of them 

and that Lamin Darboe and others were holding 
Captain Jobe’s arms and legs while someone else 
beat him.

 

Gibril Ngorr MT Secka vs Ousman Jallow

Gibril Ngorr MT Secka told the Commission that after 
the migrants were taken to Kairaba Police Station, 
he drove Ousman Jallow back home. The Lead 
Counsel highlighted that Ousman Jallow suggested 
he drove his own car and could not even remember 
leaving anybody at Kairaba Police Station.

Gibril Ngorr MT Secka vs Foday Barry and Lamin 
Babadinding Jobarteh

Gibril Ngorr MT Secka affirmed that Foday Barry184 
and Lamin Babadinding Jobarteh185 had lied when 
they said that the suspected coup plotters had not 
been tortured following the Farafenni attacks in 
1996.

Malamin Ceesay vs certain members of the 2006 
investigative panel

Malamin Ceesay disputed the claims made by  
certain members of the investigative panel in the 
Ndure Cham 2006 coup186 - namely, Lang Tombong 
Tamba, Foday Momodou Hydara, and Foday Barry 
- that they did not know about the torture meted 
onto the suspected coup plotters (Bunja Darboe, 
Wassa Camara, Yahya Darboe, Pierre Mendy, and 
Alieu Jobe). He stated that it was obvious from their 
physical appearance that they had been tortured.

160

183See TRRC Digest Edition 20, page 57
184See TRRC Digest Edition 20, page 117
185See TRRC Digest Edition 20, page 145
186See TRRC Digest Edition 20
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Alagie Martin Alive Gambia National 

Army

Amadou Bojang Alive National Intelligence 
Agency

Kawsu Camara Bombardier Alive Gambia National 
Army

Malamin Ceesay Alive Gambia Police Force

Musa Jammeh Maliamungu Deceased Gambia National 
Army

Nuha Badjie Alive Gambia National 
Army

Ousman Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force; 
Minister of Interior

Tumbul Tamba Deceased Gambia National 
Army; Junglers

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President

Yankuba Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force
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The Killing of the West African Migrants
Institutional Hearings: Justice Sector Entities

Session 22

Human Rights Violations
Enforced disappearance
Extrajudicial killing
Obstruction of justice
Corruption of justice
Miscarriage of justice
Arbitrary arrest and detention
Torture

Places
Baba Jobe’s Compound
Kanilai
Tanji Bird Reserve
Brufut Ghana Town
Kairaba Police Station
Jeshwang Cemetery
Police Investigation Unit in Kanifing
High Court
National Intelligence Agency
Yundum Barracks
Mile 2 Prison
Janjanbureh Prison
Farafenni
Mansakonko
Royal Victoria Teaching Hospital
Supreme Court
Marine Unit

The 22nd Session of the Truth, Reconciliation, and 
Reparations Commission, TRRC, began on the 22nd 
of March and ended on the 8th of April 2021. The 
Commission heard testimony from 12 witnesses, 
including one woman. The first few testimonies 
expanded on the West African Migrants massacre 
and its cover-up by Gambian authorities, raised in 
the last session. The rest of the hearings exposed 
the corruption of the justice system under Yahya 
Jammeh’s government. Accounts from several 
lawyers showed how political interference in the 
judiciary allowed the executive to use the legal 
system to wrongfully convict and even disappear 
anyone considered an opponent.
 

Session 22 opened with Lamin Sillah, a former 
Jungler, who narrated how he accompanied 
Junglers Solo Bojang, Sanna Manjang, and Malick 
Jatta on two separate trips in 2005 where a total 
of 39 West African migrants were killed. While he 
emphasised he only acted as a driver, he agreed 
that he knew what they were doing was unlawful. 
The killings were carried out at a spot about 2km 
away from Yahya Jammeh’s Kanilai residence. 
Coincidentally, the former President hosted a 
celebration at his house both nights and the 
Junglers went there after the killings. Despite initial 
denials, Lamin Sillah reluctantly admitted that the 
West African migrants were killed by officers acting 
under former President Yahya Jammeh’s orders, 
and not by “rogue elements” as later concluded by 
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international authorities.187 At the time of release 
of this publication, Lamin Sillah is still serving in 
the army. The TRRC recommended that Lamin 
Sillah be prosecuted for his role in the enforced 
disappearance of the West African migrants, 
alongside Yahya Jammeh and other enablers.188

 
As outlined in TRRC Digest edition 21, the migrants’ 
presence and disappearance in The Gambia was 
immediately covered up from top to bottom. Two 
years later, in 2007, several government officials 
were summoned to Ousman Sonko’s office and 
told they had been chosen to assist the UN-
ECOWAS team in their investigation of the West 
African Migrants incident. The taskforce consisted 
of officers from various security units, including the 
NIA, Police Force, and State House.
 
Ebrima Drammeh testified regarding his work 
on the taskforce. In an exchange about the 
taskforce’s false claim that Kawsu Camara (alias 
Bombardier) never interacted with the migrants, 
the Lead Counsel read several passages from the 
NIA’s original report on the West African Migrants 
incident in 2005. They revealed that the taskforce 
lied to the UN-ECOWAS team in almost the exact 
same terms used in the NIA’s original report; the 
Lead Counsel concluded that the lies started in 
November 2005 and the taskforce was designed 
to entrench them. Ebrima Drammeh insisted that 
he only repeated what he was told and was merely 
lying in retrospect, however, the Lead Counsel 
insisted that the taskforce members carried out 
the cover-up “wittingly, deliberately, consciously, 
wilfully, and with full knowledge”.
 

Aziz Hydara, another officer on the taskforce, was 
more direct: he asserted that, on the surface, 
the taskforce was supposed to facilitate the UN-
ECOWAS investigation, but their actual purpose was 
to create a cover-up of the event. He disclosed that 
the taskforce met regularly at Kairaba Police Station 
and supervised the writing or recopying of several 
station diaries. Any entries concerning the West 
African migrants were removed; he specifically 
recalled the diaries from Kairaba, Bundung, and 
the Police Investigation Unit, PIU. In his testimony, 
Biran Mbye, a PIU officer, said he handled some 
of the diaries after they were returned and 
noticed changes. Later, he and his personnel were 
threatened into silence – Nfally Jabang issued the 
threat as advice: “If you joke with the issue, you are 
joking with your life”.

Aziz Hydara also outlined how he accompanied 
a Gambian delegation transporting four bodies 
to Ghana. He affirmed that he never saw the 
bodies - neither on the plane, nor in Ghana. Then 
Minister of Foreign Affairs to Ghana, Nana-Akufo 
Addo,189 refused to accept the bodies. Apparently, 
the Gambian authorities had said they were 
sending only two bodies. However, eight bodies 
had been found in Ghana Town, Gambia. More 
importantly, over 44 families were waiting for 
closure. The Ghanaian authorities were dubious 
about the discrepancy in numbers, emphasising 
that they had no way to identify the bodies. After 
some negotiation, they accepted them. As of July 
2021, the victims’ families had received a total of 
six bodies after they were returned in 2009, but 
question whether the bodies are actually those of 
the murdered migrants.190 
 

187In 2008, a UN-ECOWAS delegation came to The Gambia to investigate the disappearance – and deaths – of over 50 West African 
Migrants. In April 2009, they concluded the Gambian government was not complicit, blaming the deaths and disappearance on 
“rogue” elements in their report.
188See TRRC Final Report Volume 12, page 35 
189Nana Akufo-Addo is the President of Ghana at the time of release of this publication.
190See TRIAL International article entitled “Gambia: No justice for 2005 massacre of migrants” 

https://trialinternational.org/latest-post/gambia-no-justice-for-2005-massacre-of-migrants/
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The session then moved to how Yahya Jammeh 
compromised the Gambian judiciary in order to 
entrench himself in power, creating a climate of 
impunity for himself and his followers. Witnesses 
emphasised three main factors: the APRC’s hand in 
the 1997 Gambian constitution; the implementation 
of specific decrees and amendments to persecute 
people in politically motivated cases; and the 
appointment of figures (most of them Nigerian) 
who made decisions in Jammeh’s favour, commonly 
referred to as “mercenary judges”. This enabled the 
executive to “legally” apprehend anyone perceived 
to be an enemy of the State, including political 
opponents, journalists, and activists. 

In their final report,191 the TRRC recommended that 
any judge fitting the title “mercenary judge” should 
be banned from holding public office in The Gambia. 
They explicitly named the following justices, all of 
whom were adversely mentioned in this session: 
Akomaye Agim, Emmanuel Fagbenle, Joseph 
Wowo, M.A Paul, Enwa Joseph Ikpala, Emmanuel 
A. Amadi, Hilary U. Abeke, Kayode Olajubutu, and 
Taiwo Ale Alagbe.
 
Gaye Sowe explained how the AFPRC set the stage 
for dictatorship by highlighting discrepancies 
between the 1997 constitution and the 1996 draft 
voted on during the referendum. For example, the 
draft stipulated term limits, a Director of Public 
Prosecutions independent from the executive, 
and a provision for voters to mount challenges 
to elections in the courts, all of which were 
omitted from the final version. Notably, the 1997 
constitution is currently in place; a bill to replace 
it was rejected by Gambia’s National Assembly in 
September 2020.192 The TRRC denounced the 1997 

constitution as “deeply flawed” and recommended 
it be replaced with one that “meets the aspirations 
of the Gambian people”.193 

The executive used the legal system to dispatch 
their opponents by carefully designing the 
conditions underpinning particular charges. In 
politically motivated cases, it was commonplace 
to deny accused persons bail and detain them 
with no access to their lawyer. In some instances, 
people spent months in detention, often with no 
documentation of their whereabouts. Such tactics 
made it easy for enforced disappearances to take 
place and, unfortunately, were not confined to 
cases with political interest. Lawyer Neneh Cham 
described the case of a 17-year old girl, called 
KM, who was married at 13 and accused of killing 
her husband. She was held in prison as an adult 
and beaten whilst there, in clear violation of the 
Children’s Act. Neneh Cham revealed that, despite 
KM’s arrest and detention, the prosecution never 
found the paper file – there was no documentation 
of KM’s whereabouts throughout her detention.
 
The executive responded to lawyers who continued 
to advocate for clients in cases against the State 
with various intimidation tactics, including unlawful 
termination, sending armed soldiers to courtrooms, 
and arbitrary arrest and detention. Judges who 
did not rule in Yahya Jammeh’s favour were often 
dismissed and had to leave the country.194 Lawyer 
Lamin K Mboge told the Commission he was 
regularly followed by an NIA officer, had his vehicle 
tampered with on two separate occasions, and 
almost died in a serious car accident likely caused 
by foul play.
 

191See TRRC Final Report Volume 15, page 62
192See the September 2020 RFI article entitled “Widespread disappointment in The Gambia after new constitution voted down”
193See TRRC Final Report Volume 15, page 63
194See June 2015 article in The Point entitled “Two judges of the Supreme Court removed”

https://www.rfi.fr/en/africa/20200925-widespread-disappointment-in-gambia-after-new-constitution-voted-down
https://thepoint.gm/africa/gambia/article/two-judges-of-the-supreme-court-removed
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Besides causing countless miscarriages of 
justice, the prevalence of Jammeh-biased judges 
created significant conflict within the Gambia 
Bar Association, GBA. Responses to boycotts 
and petitions revealed there was essentially no 
separation of power between the judiciary and the 
executive. Several lawyers had concerns about the 
declining quality of the judiciary under Jammeh; 
Sheriff Tambedou confessed that he advised 
his clients they may not get justice due to the 
incompetency of certain magistrates.

Many lawyers reported feeling targeted and 
disillusioned during the Jammeh era. Salieu Taal 
described the time as a “mess” during which 
lawyers were relegated to “second-class” citizens 
in their own country; he recalled feeling like 
there was “no guarantee” he would return safely 
each time he left his house. Sheriff Tambedou 
was more direct, saying Yahya Jammeh’s rule was 
“Terrorism” for laywers – “We lived in constant fear. 
In constant terror”, he affirmed. Some lawyers even 
turned down criminal cases out of fear of landing 
themselves and their families on Yahya Jammeh’s 
radar.
 
Yahya Jammeh’s influence and interference in the 
judiciary allowed him to maintain an ostensibly 
absolute sense of control over the nation; according 
to Cherno Marena, the former President was a 
proponent of the French proverb “L’État c’est moi”, 
which roughly translates to “I am the State”.
 
Ironically, testimonies revealed that Jammeh’s 
quest for absolute power left him without legal 
recourse during the impasse. After the Supreme 
Court amended Lang Tombong Tamba and Sarjo 
Fofana’s sentence to life imprisonment during 
their treason trial in 2015, the former President 
retaliated by sacking the judges involved. This 

decision essentially left Gambia without a Supreme 
Court. A year later, when Yahya Jammeh tried to 
contest the 2016 election results, there were no 
judges to hear his appeal.
 
Many witnesses stressed the importance of justice 
and accountability in their suggestions for the future. 
They pleaded with the Gambia Government to 
sincerely implement the TRRC’s recommendations 
and urged Gambians to do their part in fulfilling the 
“Never Again” mandate. 

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Aziz Hydara vs Yankuba Sonko and Ebrima 
Drammeh 
Regarding his work on the 2008 taskforce set up to 
aid the UN-ECOWAS investigation, Yankuba Sonko 
affirmed that he did not know about the facts or 
circumstances behind the West African Migrants 
massacre at the time. When questioned about the 
Barra Police Station diary, he said he requested the 
diary and was only given an extract. He claimed he 
did not know the diary was falsified until he heard 
the testimony of other witnesses at the TRRC, 
despite the Lead Counsel highlighting that both 
the cover-up and irregularities were reportedly 
“common knowledge” in his agency at the time 
(See TRRC Digest Edition 21, page 115).  

Similarly, Ebrima Drammeh testified that he only 
attended the taskforce meetings sporadically and 
only learnt about the diaries being doctored from 
the Lead Counsel. He recounted that he did not 
personally look at the diary; Numo Kujabi and Nfally 
Jabang brought it into the taskforce and it was later 
passed onto the UN-ECOWAS investigation team. 
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However, Aziz Hydara, another officer on the 
taskforce, revealed that they all gathered at 
Kairaba Police Station to oversee the recopying 
of several diaries concerning the West African 
migrants’ movement. The witness highlighted that 
everyone present knew they were falsifying public 
documents. He was very surprised at the suggestion 
that Yankuba Sonko and Ebrima Drammeh were 
not aware of the falsified diaries. He pointed out 
that they were both superior officers and Yankuba 
Sonko was the head of the task force. He asserted 
that both Ebrima Drammeh and Yankuba Sonko 
were not only present and aware while the diaries 
were being altered but supervised the event. When 
asked, Aziz Hydara confirmed he was “absolutely” 
certain. 

Aziz Hydara vs Ebrima Drammeh 
Aziz Hydara recalled Ebrima Drammeh summoning 
him to Jeshwang cemetery and instructing him to 
accompany a delegation escorting four bodies to 
Ghana. When the Lead Counsel said that Ebrima 
Drammeh had claimed no knowledge of the event, 
Aziz Hydara was surprised and emphasised that 
Ebrima Drammeh sent him with the delegation, and 
he could not have travelled without his approval. 

Omar Saidykhan vs Biran Mbye 
Biran Mbye claimed he was unaware of the 
discovery of additional corpses the day after eight 
bodies were discovered at Tanji Bird Reserve, 
adding that he only learnt this through Omar 
Saidykhan’s testimony. He denied giving the order 
for the bodies to be buried without investigation. 

Omar Saidykhan, on the other hand, narrated that 
Biran Mbye was regularly communicating with his 
superior, Inspector Lamin Camara, regarding the 
events at Tanji Bird Reserve. He affirmed that Biran 
Mbye was told about the additional bodies and was 
the most senior officer aware of their burial. 
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Ebrima Jim Drammeh Jim Drammeh Alive National Intelligence 

Agency

Emmanuel Akomaye 
Agim

Alive Chief Justice

Kawsu Camara Bombardier Alive Gambia National 
Army; Junglers

Lamin Babadinding 
Jobarteh

Alive National Intelligence 
Agency,  Ministry of 
Justice

Lamin Sillah Alive Gambia National 
Army; Junglers

Nfally Jabang Alive Gambia National 
Army

Ousman Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force; 
Ministry of Interior

Solo Bojang Alive Gambia National 
Army; Junglers

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President

Yankuba Sonko Alive Gambia Police Force
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Human Rights Violations
Enforced disappearance
Extrajudicial killing
Arbitrary arrest and detention (including incommunicado)
Torture
Inhuman and degrading treatment, leading to death
Miscarriage of justice

Places
Mile 2 Prison
Farafenni Police Station
State House
National Intelligence Agency
Bambadinka
Brikama Police Station
Mansakonko Police Station
Kairaba Police Station
Ministry of Justice
Jambanjelly
Kanifing PIU Camp
Sabach Sanjal
Jarra Soma
Soma Town
Kiang Kuli Kunda
Wellingara Ba
The Independent Newspaper Building
Kanilai
Karore
Dabong
Bajagarr
Bintang
Jumbung
Makumbaya
Banjul
Barra
Essau

 Institutional Hearings: Justice Sector Entities
Regional Hearings

The 23rd – and final – session of the Truth, 
Reconciliation, and Reparations Commission 
(TRRC) began on the 19th of April and ended on 
the 21st of May 2021. The Commission heard 
testimony from 22 witnesses, including 5 women. 
The Commission continued its focus on the 
corruption of the justice system during the Jammeh 

regime. Multiple lawyers testified, including Amie 
NB Bensouda, Fafa Edrissa Mbai and Mama Fatima 
Singhateh, all of whom served as Attorney General 
for Yahya Jammeh’s government at various points. 
The Commission then moved to a series of regional 
hearings, investigating human rights violations that 
took place in specific areas of the country as well 
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as specific cases such as the 30th December 2014 
attack. Saikou Jallow – reportedly one of Yahya 
Jammeh’s closest confidants – was the last witness 
to testify at the TRRC.

Several lawyers testified about acts and 
amendments passed during their time that still 
impact The Gambia today. For example, Joseph 
H. Joof oversaw Act 12 in 2003, which changed 
the 50+1 rule to majority wins and eliminated 
multiple rounds of voting, fundamentally altering 
the structure of elections throughout the country.

The Counsels highlighted several instances where 
Yahya Jammeh used laws passed by the witnesses to 
violate people’s rights. Some witnesses responded 
by downplaying their role in passing the legislation 
– such as Fafa Edrissa Mbai and Amie Bensouda, 
who both refused to accept that the AFPRC decrees 
passed during their respective terms as Attorney 
General helped put in place a dictatorship. Others 
argued there was no connection between the law 
and Yahya Jammeh’s actions. For example, Joseph 
Joof was involved in the 2001 amendment to 
the Indemnity Act, passed shortly after multiple 
civilians (the majority students), were seriously 
injured, tortured and/or killed, by officers of the 
State during the April 2000 protests. Although he 
denied any political influence, the amendment 
ensured perpetrators of the attack were immune 
from prosecution. In their final report, the TRRC 
suggested that the retroactive effect of the 
Indemnity Act should be repealed.195

Notably, the Indemnity Act, alongside numerous 
laws, decrees, and amendments passed under the 
Jammeh regime are still in Gambia’s constitution 
– even those expressly denounced as “draconian” 

by the lawyers who drafted them. The TRRC stated 
that any decrees that are antithetical to democratic 
society should be repealed.196

Mama Fatima Singhateh was the last Minister 
of Justice and Attorney General to work with the 
Jammeh administration. She claimed ignorance 
on almost every issue raised during her testimony, 
including the targeted dismissal of lawyers, the 
Director of Public Prosecution, DPP’s selective 
prosecution of cases with State interest, and the 
extensive human rights abuses that occurred 
in the legal system. In response, Commissioner 
Kah incredulously asked if she was reading local 
newspapers at the time. She replied that she was, 
but still denied knowledge.
 
Mama Fatima Singhateh framed supervising the DPP 
as tantamount to “micromanaging”, despite the 
constitution mandating some degree of oversight 
by the Attorney General. When confronted with 
Gambia’s abysmal human rights record during her 
tenure, she delivered a long monologue, saying 
no country was perfect and that human rights 
defenders should have brought their concerns to 
her instead of listening to foreign reporters. To this, 
the Lead Counsel exclaimed, “For a minute there, 
I thought it was Yahya Jammeh who was actually 
talking to us”.

The Lead Counsel produced letters that showed 
Mama Fatima Singhateh helped set up a taskforce 
easing The Gambia’s transition into an Islamic 
state. He read out the section of the constitution 
prohibiting the government from declaring a State 
religion and asked why she did not alert Yahya 
Jammeh to the illegality of his actions. Mama 

195See TRRC Final Report Volume 15, page 62
196See reference to TRRC Final Report above
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Fatima Singhateh claimed she verbally informed 
the President that he could not declare The Gambia 
an Islamic republic, affirming “I was actually 
carrying out my responsibility issuing advice. The 
responsibility for accepting the advice does not rest 
upon me”.
 
Regarding the impasse, Mama Fatima Singateh 
refused to comment on Yahya Jammeh’s declaration 
about not accepting the 2016 election results, 
despite earlier witnesses highlighting her role as 
instrumental during this period. She asserted that 
Yahya Jammeh was within his rights to contest the 
election results and that he was still President until 
the 17th of January 2017.
 
Mama Fatima Singhateh dismissed the Lead 
Counsel’s summary of her tenure as largely hearsay. 
When asked if she would like to ask the Gambian 
people for forgiveness, she replied “No”. At the 
time of release of this publication, Mama Fatima 
Singhateh is the UN Special Rapporteur on Sale and 
Sexual Exploitation of Children. Her appointment 
was extremely controversial at the time. In March 
2020, multiple civil society and human rights 
organisations sent a petition objecting to the 
appointment, signed by 33 representatives, to 
the President of the UN Human Rights Council, 
among other parties. The petition highlighted that 
no Gambian CSOs were consulted prior to the 
decision. After outlining Mama Fatima Singhateh’s 
track record, the petition concluded that she lacked 
the “moral authority and credibility” required for 
the position given her failure to stand up for victims 
of abuse whilst a key state actor in a dictatorship. 

The Commission then  moved on to some region-
197See April 2012 Foroyaa article entitled “Gambia: Mass arrests 
at Sabach Njaiyen”
198The correct spelling of her first name remains uncertain.

https://allafrica.com/stories/201204030747.html
https://allafrica.com/stories/201204030747.html
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specific hearings, which revealed how even 
relatively minor clashes with Yahya Jammeh or the 
APRC resulted in extensive abuses. For example, a 
lost APRC seat in the national assembly resulted in 
the mass arrest of over 70 people in 2012 in Sabach 
Sanjal, including many women.197 Witnesses 
described how visibly pregnant women when 
arrested were detained in inhuman conditions 
causing them to miscarry. At least seven women 
lost their babies. Describing the impact of the 
detention, Maguet Touray asserted “  I was sick, my 
mind was not steady, up to today our minds are 
not steady. All of the villagers who were arrested, 
we are not steady. We really suffered there. Up to 
today we are suffering”.

In Jambanjelly, the attempted removal of a village 
borehole led to mass arrests, carried out over 
several days. The victims, including minors, were 
detained at a PIU camp in Kanifing and seriously 
beaten for 3 days. Despite not being officially 
charged with anything, a small group of them went 
on “trial” and spent around 27 days in Mile 2 Prison, 
detained incommunicado. After the incident, 
the residents of Jambanjelly did not have access 
to water for 7 to 8 years. The Chair emphasised 
the “severe violations” of rights suffered by the 
people of Jambanjelly, highlighting the massive 
torture, arbitrary arrests and detentions, and their 
collective punishment by denying them access to 
water – all for “absolutely nothing”.

Saikou Jallow was the final witness to appear before 
the TRRC. He was very close to Yahya Jammeh and 
they referred to each other as “dad” and “son”. 
Despite his reluctance to make explicit statements 
about Yahya Jammeh’s culpability, he gave 
important evidence on the enforced disappearance 

and extrajudicial killings of multiple people. 

Saikou Jallow revealed that Yahya Jammeh confessed 
to killing his relatives, Haruna Jammeh, Masi/
Masireh Jammeh, and Jasaja Kujabi; apparently he 
lamented that Tumbul Tamba had “misled” him into 
doing so and framed the confession as a warning to 
the witness. 

Shedding light on the disappearance of coup 
suspects Daba Marenah, Ebou Lowe, Alpha Bah, 
Alieu Ceesay, and Manlafi Corr in 2006,199 Saikou 
Jallow narrated a sequence of events he witnessed 
whilst posted at State House. He described how 
Tumbul Tamba called Yahya Jammeh to say “mission 
accomplished”, arrived with video evidence of said 
“mission”, and left with a bag of money. Following 
this, Harry PF Sambou, Tumbul Tamba, Ousman 
Sonko, and Yahya Jammeh met to discuss the cover 
story for the disappearance. He refused to clearly 
state that Yahya Jammeh killed the suspects, but 
admitted that Yahya Jammeh wanted them dead, 
they were killed, and the Gambian people were 
told a lie to cover it up.

Saikou Jallow gave the Commission a handwritten 
document, later named “Jammeh’s spiritual hitlist”. 
He stated that Yahya Jammeh gave the list of names 
to marabouts, condemning those named to various 
fates, including having their mouths “zipped” and 
spiritual death. The list contained a range of people, 
from foreign Presidents to reporters, to personal 
acquaintances who had supposedly crossed Yahya 
Jammeh. The full list was later read out at the 
Commission. 

In the TRRC closing ceremony, the Lead Counsel 
described the litany of human rights violations that 
took place in The Gambia between 1994-2017. He 

199Amnesty International called for an impartial investigation into the disappearance, but it never materialised. See April 2006 
statement entitled “Gambia: alleged coup plot must not be used as an excuse to violate citizens’ rights”

https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/afr270042006en.pdf
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revealed that 220-250 murders attributed to Yahya 
Jammeh occurred in that period. In summation, he 
said “all these things I am saying tells me: crimes 
against humanity, crimes against humanity, crimes 
against humanity.” Although he acknowledged the 
importance of reconciliation, he emphasised, “But 
that said, there must also be justice. There should 
be justice for the victims. There should be justice 
for us as a people because we are all scared, we 
are all traumatised as a people because of the dark 
chapter that happened to us.”

The TRRC Final Report was initially scheduled to 
be released in July 2021, but it was delayed twice. 
The TRRC shared their recommendations with the 
Gambian government in November and was then 
made public at a ceremony attended by various 
CSOs, including ANEKED, on 24th December. 
Adama Barrow, the President of Gambia at the 
time of release of this publication, has six months 
to respond to the report. Prior to winning the 
December 2021 election, he had stated his 
government would “ensure” justice but asked 
victims to be patient.200

The TRRC made many recommendations over 
the course of a 16-volume report, but the most 
striking one is stating that Yahya Jammeh should 
be prosecuted for the numerous human rights 
violations and crimes against humanity he allegedly 
committed during his 22-year rule.201

Discrepancies/Conflicting Testimonies

Amie Bensouda vs Borry S Touray
Amie Bensouda claimed that the first decree 
passed by the AFPRC, which suspended Chapter 
4 of the constitution, only nullified provisions that 

were no longer relevant in a military government. 
She asserted that the partial suspension of the 
constitution did not endanger fundamental human 
rights – in fact, she argued that Decree 1 enabled 
the Ministry of Justice to push the military to 
“respect human rights”.

However, Borry S Touray had previously affirmed 
that Chapter 4 protected the fundamental human 
rights conferred by the constitution, and Decree 1 
allowed the AFPRC to circumvent them. He stated 
that Decree 1 gave the military junta the power to 
arrest and detain anybody for any length of time. 
It also arrogated them the executive and legislative 
power of the nation. He emphasised that the decree 
set the stage for the imposition of a dictatorship 
(see TRRC Digest Edition 22, page 120).
 
Kassim Fadera vs Yahya Jarjusey
Kassim Fadera and Yahya Jarjusey disagreed on 
several issues.
 
Kassim Fadera alleged that Yahya Jarjusey evicted 
him from his canteen and illegally sold the land 
to a wealthy buyer. In order to ensure the sale, 
Kassim Fadera asserted, Yahya Jarjusey incited 
his harassment, arrest, and the demolition of 
his cement shop. He claimed that Yahya Jarjusey 
targeted him due to his political affiliation: Kassim 
Fadera supported the UDP, whilst Yahya Jarjusey 
supported the APRC. Additionally, he said that 
everyone involved in the transfer of land received a 
shared sum of 300,000 dalasi from the sale. 
 
Yahya Jarjusey denied these accusations. He said 
the land was not sold – it was “given” to Hamidou 
Bah because he had a more powerful business, and 

200See November 2021 JusticeInfo article entitled “Gambia: Truth Commission Report hangs on Election Result”
201See December 2021 Africa News article entitled “The Gambia: TRRC recommends Jammeh be prosecuted before International 
Tribunal”

https://www.justiceinfo.net/en/84749-gambia-truth-commission-report-hangs-on-election-result.html
https://www.africanews.com/2021/12/25/the-gambia-trcc-recommends-jammeh-be-prosecuted-before-international-tribunal//
https://www.africanews.com/2021/12/25/the-gambia-trcc-recommends-jammeh-be-prosecuted-before-international-tribunal//
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insisted he received nothing from the transaction. 
He affirmed that the eviction and demolition were 
both lawful.
 
When the Lead Counsel raised Kassim Fadera’s 
account of Alagie Karamo Kanteh’s arrest and trial, 
Yahya Jarjusey vehemently disputed his version of 
events. He referred to Kassim Fadera as his enemy.
 
Saikou Jallow vs Malick Jatta
Saikou Jallow described how, in 2004, a group of 
soldiers was selected to undergo a commando 
course called Scorpio 1. After the course, they 
were posted at Kanilai. His companions included 
people who were later known as Junglers, such as 
Malick Jatta and Bai Lowe. However, he denied any 
connection between the commando training and 
the Junglers. He asserted that the Junglers existed 
before the commando team and that those who 
joined did so by defecting from their patrol duties 
at Kanilai.
 
Malick Jatta, on the other hand, suggested a distinct 
link between his patrol team and the Junglers. He 
affirmed that the patrol team later became the 
Junglers and carried out “abnormal” operations 
similar to those attributed to the Junglers, such 
as extrajudicial killings and executions. He said 
they were called “Black Black”, then “the Black 
Scorpions”, and became the Junglers after his 
departure from the team. He claimed that there 
were many “manipulations” of the subordinates 
by the commanders, implying that commanders 
at Kanilai sent soldiers on “abnormal” missions in 
an official capacity (see TRRC Digest Edition 6, page 
97).
 

Saikou Jallow asserted that Malick Jatta had lied 
about his (Saikou Jallow) involvement in the 
execution of Daba Marenah, Ebou Lowe, Alpha Bah, 
Alieu Ceesay and Manlafi Corr in 2006, emphasising 
that he was not in the country. Notably, Malick Jatta 
named a “Saikou Jammeh”, not “Saikou Jallow”, 
although it is possible this was a misquote202 and he 
was actually saying Saikou Jallow participated (see 
TRRC Digest Edition 6, pages 104-105). In any case, 
Saikou Jallow denied being present.
 
Saikou Jallow vs Harry PF Sambou
Harry PF Sambou told the Commission that he 
received a call from Lang Tombong Tamba who told 
him to attend a meeting at the Police Headquarters 
- IGP Ousman Sonko, Lang Tombong Tamba, 
Tumbul Tamba were present. According to Harry 
PF Sambou, Tumbul Tamba told them that Daba 
Marenah, Ebou Lowe, Alpha Bah, Alieu Ceesay 
and Manlafi Corr had escaped custody. Apparently, 
Lang Tombong Tamba suggested they draft a press 
statement before informing Yahya Jammeh.
 
Harry PF Sambou later changed his account 
about the statement being released without 
Yahya Jammeh’s knowledge. He said that the 
aforementioned all went to State House and told 
Yahya Jammeh, and they all drafted the press 
release together. Harry PF Sambou denied knowing 
that the information about the prisoners escaping 
was false, or that Yahya Jammeh was aware of this 
prior to the meeting at State House. He claimed he 
only learnt this later (See TRRC Digest Edition 20, 
pages 30-32).
 
Saikou Jallow’s version of events sharply countered 
Harry PF Sambou’s recount. He said he personally 

202In our summary of Malick Jatta’s testimony in TRRC Digest Edition 6, we note he said “Saikou Jammeh”, although this may have 
been a misquote. In their final report, the TRRC implied Malick Jatta named Saikou Jallow as one of the bodyguards present at the 
2006 execution of Daba Marenah, Ebou Lowe, Alpha Bah, Alieu Ceesay, and Manlafi Corr but concluded he was likely not present. 
(See TRRC Final Report, Volume 8, page 25)
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overheard a meeting between Harry PF Sambou, 
Ousman Sonko, Tumbul Tamba, and Yahya Jammeh 
at State House. He highlighted that Lang Tombong 
Tamba was not present. Describing the meeting, 
he said they discussed what to tell the press 
and settled on the story about the prisoners’ car 
somersaulting, contrary to Harry PF Sambou’s 
account of being unaware of the cover-up. Saikou 
Jallow explicitly stated that Harry PF Sambou, 
Yahya Jammeh, Tumbul Tamba, and Ousman Sonko 
conspired to lie to the Gambian people about the 
“disappearance” of Daba Marenah, Ebou Lowe, 
Alpha Bah, Alieu Ceesay and Manlafi Corr.
 
Saikou Jallow vs Omar Jawo
Omar Jawo testified that he saw Saikou Jallow 
arrive in Barra with Solo Bojang, Salifou Corr, the 
Green Boys and Green Girls, and a number of witch-
hunters. He stated that Solo Bojang told him that 
Yahya Jammeh had ordered them to carry witch-
hunts out in the area, suggesting this was the first 
time he had heard about the practice. He confessed 
to helping them round up suspected witches. Asked 
about Solo Bojang, Saikou Jallow, and Salifou Corr, 
Omar Jawo highlighted that their role was to arrest 
the alleged witches. He then identified Saikou 
Jallow from a series of photographs (see TRRC 
Digest Edition 10, pages 226-227).
 
Saikou Jallow refuted Omar Jawo’s narrative, 
declaring that he was the “biggest liar” he had 
ever seen at the TRRC.  He claimed that Omar Jawo 
arrested Alagie Tabora Manneh, Ya Fatou Jammeh, 
and several others prior to the witch-hunting group 
arriving in Barra. He emphasised that Salifou Corr 
was never part of the witch-hunting group and he 
(Saikou Jallow) never participated in the arrests. 
According to Saikou Jallow, he freed the people 

Omar Jawo had arrested and went to visit his baby; 
he claimed he stayed in the compound and did not 
know what transpired from that point onwards.
 
Saikou Jallow vs Lamin Ceesay
Lamin Ceesay told the Commission that his parents 
were arrested as part of the witch-hunting exercise 
in Barra. When he went to get them, Saikou 
Jallow approached and told him Yahya Jammeh 
had ordered them to take those apprehended for 
“medical treatment”. When Lamin Ceesay refused, 
Saikou Jallow slapped him and multiple soldiers 
fell on him, hitting him with their gun butts. Lamin 
Ceesay highlighted that Saikou Jallow handcuffed 
him and, when asked, identified him from a 
photograph.
 
Later, at Fort Bullen, Lamin Ceesay narrated that 
Saikou Jallow took him to a small room and pointed 
his pistol at his neck. He asked Lamin Ceesay to say 
his prayers (see TRRC Digest Edition 10, pages 181-
182).
 
Saikou Jallow denied that this encounter ever 
happened. He said the conversation Lamin Ceesay 
described never occurred, he had never carried 
handcuffs, and he had been trained not to draw his 
weapon without discharging it.
 
Saikou Jallow vs Sankung Balajo
Saikou Jallow claimed that those apprehended 
as part of the witch-hunts were only recorded 
confessing one at a time and were always in a 
presentable state whilst on camera, implying Yahya 
Jammeh was unaware of the impact the concoctions 
had. However, Sankung Balajo (late) – a victim of 
the witch-hunts – mentioned a conversation with 
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the cameraman, who was present all the way from 
his arrest to his detention in Kololi. He suggested 
that the cameraman was filming the whole time 
and confirmed that the recording was for Yahya 
Jammeh (see TRRC Digest Edition 10, page 210).
 
Saikou Jallow vs Alhagie Babucarr Faye and Lamin 
Jobarteh
Throughout his testimony, Saikou Jallow 
maintained that he did not participate in the witch-
hunting exercise. However, two victims – Alhagie 
Babucarr Faye and Lamin Jobarteh – identified him 
from photographs. Alhagie Babucarr Faye stated 
that Saikou Jallow was present at Fort Bullen, 
where arrested people were detained (see TRRC 
Digest Edition 10 pages 185-187). Lamin Jobarteh 
affirmed that he believed Saikou Jallow was leading 
the witch-hunting team because he saw him giving 
orders to others. When asked if it was possible 
that Saikou Jallow was merely a bystander, Lamin 
Jobarteh disagreed (see TRRC Digest Edition 10, 
page 220).
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Top 10 Persons Mentioned

NAME ALIAS STATUS ORGANISATION
Ebrima Jawo Alive Gambia Police Force

Gorgi L.  Mboob Alive Gambia Police Force

Mama Fatima Singateh Alive Minister of Justice

Musa Savage Alive Gambia Armed Forces

Ousman Jatta Alive Gambia Police Force

Ousman Sonko Alive
Gambia Police Force; 
Minister of Interior

Solo Bojang Alive
Gambia National 
Army; Junglers

Tumbul Tamba Deceased
Gambia National 
Army; Junglers

Yahya Jammeh Alive Office of the President

Yahya Jarjusey Alive District Chief
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Annex 1-List of Junglers

NAME ALIAS STATUS LAST KNOWN LOCATION

Alieu Jeng Alive - Released from custody in 2022, In Country Not known

Amadou Badjie Chairman Deceased

Bai Lowe Alive - On Trial in Germany Germany

Bora Colley Alive - Out of Jurisdiction Guinea Bissau

Ismaila Jammeh Alive - Released from custody in 2022, In Country Paradise View

Kawsu Camara Bombardier Alive - Out of Jurisdiction Mauritania

Lamin Badjie Alive- In Country, Still serving in the Police Force Kitty (Kombo Central)

Lamin Sambou Alive- In Country, Still serving in the Police Force Sintet (Foni)

Lamin Sillah Alive - In Country Not known

Malick Boye Alive - Reinstated and still serving in the Army Farafenni Barracks

Malick Jatta Alfidie Alive - Released from custody in 2019, In Country Busumbala (WCR)

Malick Manga Alive - Out of Jurisdiction Guinea Bissau

Manlafi Corr Deceased

Michael Correa Alive - On Trial in the USA USA

Michael Jatta Alive -Out of Jurisdiction Guinea Bissau/Casamance

Modou Busso Alive - In, Country, Still serving in the Police Force Kanifing PIU

Modou Lamin Jarju Rambo Alive - Out of Jurisdiction Guinea Bissau/Casamance

Musa Badjie Alive - Released from custody 2022, In Country Badjie Estate

Musa Jammeh Maliamungu Deceased

Mustapha Sanneh Alive -Out of Jurisdiction Guinea Bissau/Casamance

Nfansu Nyabally Alive - Out of Jurisdiction Guinea Bissau/Casamance

Nuha Badjie Alive -Out of Jurisdiction Guinea Bissau/Casamance

Omar A. Jallow Oya Alive - Released from custody in 2019, In Country Not known

Pa Ousman Sanneh Alive - Released from custody in 2019, In Country Kartong

Saikouba Jarju Saikou Jarju Alive -Out of Jurisdiction Guinea Bissau/Casamance

Sainey Jammeh Alive Not known

Sang Mendy Deceased

Sanna Manjang Alive - Out of Jurisdiction Guinea Bissau

Solo Bojang Alive - Out of Jurisdiction Guinea Bissau/Casamance

Sulayman Badjie Saul Badjie Alive - Released from custody 2022, In Country Sukuta (WCR) 

Sulayman Sambou Alive - Out of Jurisdiction Guinea Bissau/Casamance

Tumbul Tamba Deceased Sintet (Foni)

Yusupha Sanneh Alive Not known
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Annex 2-Definitions of 
human rights violations and crimes

(In alphabetical order)
Arbitrary arrest and detention
• “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, 

detention or exile” (Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, Article 9).

• “Arbitrary detention is the violation of the 
right to liberty. It is defined as the arrest and 
deprivation of liberty of a person outside of 
the confines of nationally recognised laws or 
international standards. International treaties 
may be implored to guarantee the right to 
liberty if national laws protect the individual 
in an incomplete or partial manner” (Trial 
International).

• The right to personal liberty is defined by Article 
9 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, which outlines the conditions 
that render detention arbitrary, especially 
when: the grounds for the arrest are illegal / the 
victim was not informed of the reasons for the 
arrest / the procedural rights of the victim were 
not respected / the victim was not brought 
before a judge within a reasonable amount of 
time. 

• Arbitrary detention can be considered a 
crime against humanity (Article 7 of the Rome 
Statute).

Confiscation of private property (infringement to 
the right to property)
The right to property is recognised in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Right and the African Charter 
on Human and Peoples’ Rights (also called Banjul 
Charter). The right to property is however not 

recognised in the International Conventions on Civil 
and Political Rights

• Article 17 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights: Everyone has the right to own property 
alone as well as in association with others and 
that No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his 
property. recognises that everyone has the 
right to own property and that no one shall be 
arbitrarily deprived of his or her property.

• Article 14 of the African Charter on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights: The right to property shall be 
guaranteed. It may only be encroached upon 
in the interest of public need or in the general 
interest of the community and in accordance 
with the provisions of appropriate laws.

Corruption
From Corruption: Glossary of International Criminal 
Standards by OECD: 
• no specific definition of corruption is offered by 

OECD, UN Conventions, or Council of Europe. 
Instead, they define international standards 
on criminalisation of corruption by prescribing 
specific offences rather than relying on overall 
definition.

• For policy purposes, corruption is generally 
broadly defined as the “abuse of public or 
private office for personal gain”.

• Various other definitions, including: “...
behaviour on the part of public officials, whether 
politicians or civil servants, in which they 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://www.admin.ch/opc/fr/classified-compilation/20002381/index.html
https://www.admin.ch/opc/fr/classified-compilation/20002381/index.html
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=49
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=49
https://www.oecd.org/corruption/anti-bribery/39532693.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/corruption/anti-bribery/39532693.pdf
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improperly and unlawfully enrich themselves, 
or those close to them, by the misuse of public 
power entrusted to them” (Transparency 
International).

Corruption of justice
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) Articles 14 and 15 state the following:
• In the determination of any criminal charge 

against him, or of his rights and obligations 
in a suit at law, everyone shall be entitled 
to a fair and public hearing by a competent, 
independent and impartial tribunal established 
by law.

• Everyone shall be entitled to the following 
minimum guarantees, in full equality:

• To be informed promptly and in detail in a 
language which he understands of the nature 
and cause of the charge against him;

• To have adequate time and facilities for the 
preparation of his defence and to communicate 
with counsel of his own choosing;

• To be tried without undue delay;

• To examine, or have examined, the witnesses 
against him and to obtain the attendance and 
examination of witnesses on his behalf under 
the same conditions as witnesses against him;

• Not to be compelled to testify against himself 
or to confess guilt.

Denial of access to food
Denial of access to food is falls under cruel, inhuman 
and degrading treatment or punishment which is 
prohibited in:

• Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights states that  no one shall be subjected 
to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment and 

• Article 5 of the  African Charter on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights states that every individual 
shall have the right to the respect of the dignity 
inherent in a human being and to the recognition 
of his legal status. All forms of exploitation and 
degradation of man particularly slavery, slave 
trade, torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading 
punishment and treatment shall be prohibited. 

Denial of justice
Denial of justice is effectively a denial of the right 
to effective remedy which is addressed in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

• Article 8: Everyone has the right to an effective 
remedy by the competent national tribunals for 
acts violating the fundamental rights granted 
him by the constitution or by law.

Denial of medical treatment and Fraudulent 
medical treatment 

• Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights : Everyone has the right to a 
standard of living adequate for the health 
and well-being of himself and of his family, 
including food, clothing, housing and medical 
care and necessary social services, and the 
right to security in the event of unemployment, 
sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other 
lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his 
control.

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=49
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=49
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
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• Article 12 of the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights : The States 
Parties to the present Covenant recognize 
the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the 
highest attainable standard of physical and 
mental health.

Deprivation of Liberty
• Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights: Everyone has the right to life, liberty and 
security of person. 

• Article 6 of the African Charter on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights: Every individual shall have the 
right to liberty and to the security of his person. 
No one may be deprived of his freedom except 
for reasons and conditions previously laid down 
by law. In particular, no one may be arbitrarily 
arrested or detained.

• Article 2 (s) of the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Detention incommunicado
(On difference with enforced disappearance) When 
a person is being held in incommunicado detention, 
they cannot communicate with the outside world, 
but they are not necessarily outside the protection 
of the law. The victim is only considered forcibly 
disappeared if the government does not respond 
to any of the three following questions: whether 
the person is detained, where is the person 
detained, and if the person is alive or dead. If any 
piece of information is missing, then the person is 
disappeared, and placed outside the protection of 
law. 

Detention under inhuman and degrading 
treatment/Cruel, inhuman and degrading 
treatment leading to death 
• Cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment largely 

covered by definition of torture from Article 
1.1 of UN Convention against Torture and other 
Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment of 
Punishment: “any act by which severe pain 
or suffering, whether physical or mental, is 
intentionally inflicted on a person”. 

• Article 2.2 declares: “No exceptional 
circumstances whatsoever, whether a state 
of war or a threat of war, internal political 
instability or any other public emergency, may 
be invoked as a justification of torture.”

• In Declaration on Protection of all Peoples 
from torture, etc., article 1.2 notes “Torture 
constitutes an aggravated and deliberate form 
of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment.”.

• Article 5 of 1979 Code of Conduct for 
Law Enforcement Officials states: “No law 
enforcement official may inflict, instigate 
or tolerate any act of torture or other cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, 
nor may any law enforcement official invoke 
superior orders or exceptional circumstances 
such as a state of war or a threat of war, a threat 
to national security, internal political instability 
or any other public emergency as a justification 
of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment.”

• NB: See also following training doc on 
international legal standards for treatment 
of prisoners - https://www.un.org/ruleoflaw/
files/training9chapter8en.pdf

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/ProfessionalInterest/cescr.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/ProfessionalInterest/cescr.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=49
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=49
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/ProfessionalInterest/cescr.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/ProfessionalInterest/cescr.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cat.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cat.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cat.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/declarationtorture.aspx%23:~:text=Any%2520act%2520of%2520torture%2520or,Universal%2520Declaration%2520of%2520Human%2520Rights.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/declarationtorture.aspx%23:~:text=Any%2520act%2520of%2520torture%2520or,Universal%2520Declaration%2520of%2520Human%2520Rights.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/lawenforcementofficials.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/lawenforcementofficials.aspx
https://www.un.org/ruleoflaw/files/training9chapter8en.pdf
https://www.un.org/ruleoflaw/files/training9chapter8en.pdf
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• For considerations of detention, see definition 
of arbitrary arrest and detention above.

Enforced disappearance
• Article 2 of the International Convention 

for the Protection of All Persons from 
Enforced Disappearance states that Enforced 
Disappearance is considered to be the arrest, 
detention, abduction or any other form of 
deprivation of liberty by agents of the State or 
by persons or groups of persons acting with the 
authorization, support or acquiescence of the 
State, followed by a refusal to acknowledge 
the deprivation of liberty or by concealment 
of the fate or whereabouts of the disappeared 
person, which place such a person outside the 
protection of the law. 

• The Declaration on the Protection of All 
Persons from Enforced Disappearance adopted 
by the General Assembly of the United Nations 
in its resolution 47/133 of 18 December 1992 
states that enforced disappearance constitutes 
a crime and, in certain circumstances defined 
in international law, a crime against humanity 
when committed as part of a systematic or 
widespread attack on a civilian population.

Ethnic discrimination
• Article 7 of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights states that all are equal before the law 
and are entitled without any discrimination to 
equal protection of the law. All are entitled to 
equal protection against any discrimination in 
violation of this Declaration and against any 
incitement to such discrimination.

• Article 28 of the African Charter on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights states that every individual shall 
have the duty to respect and consider his fellow 

beings without discrimination, and to maintain 
relations aimed at promoting, safeguarding and 
reinforcing mutual respect and tolerance.

• The States Parties to the present Covenant 
undertake to guarantee that the rights 
enunciated in the present Covenant will be 
exercised without discrimination of any kind as 
to race, colour, sex, language, religion, political 
or other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth or other status. 

Extrajudicial killing
• “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and 

security of person” (Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, Article 3). 

• Life is the first and most fundamental right of 
individuals, without which no other right can be 
upheld. Extrajudicial executions are a violation 
of this right, designating the deliberate killing 
of an individual by a State agent (or with his 
consent) without a previous judgment affording 
all judicial guarantees, such as a fair and 
unbiased procedure. Extrajudicial executions 
can be considered a crime against humanity 
in specific contexts and if they are part of a 
collective practice.

Forced abortion 
A forced abortion may occur when the perpetrator 
causes abortion by force, threat or coercion, or by 
taking advantage of a situation where a pregnant 
individual is unable to give consent, or when valid 
consent is in question due to duress.

Forced labour and sex trafficking
• ICCPR prohibits a number of practices directly 

related to trafficking, including slavery, the slave 
trade, servitude and forced labour in Article 8.

https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/ced/pages/conventionced.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/ced/pages/conventionced.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/ced/pages/conventionced.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=49
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=49
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/ProfessionalInterest/ccpr.pdf
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• The International Labour Organization (“ILO”) 
Forced Labour Convention (No. 29) defines 
forced labour as “all work or service which is 
exacted from any person under the menace of 
any penalty and for which the said person has 
not offered himself voluntarily”. 

Forced marriage
• International human rights law prescribes 

that marriage shall only be entered into with 
the free and full consent of both spouses. 
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 
International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights; Convention on Consent to Marriage, 
Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of 
Marriages; Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Women).

• Additionally, international criminal courts have 
recently determined that forced marriage may 
amount to a crime against humanity when 
forming part of a systematic or widespread 
attack against a civilian population. (Situation 
in Uganda, Prosecutor v Ongwen, Decision on 
the confirmation of charges, Case no ICC-02/04-
01/15, 23 March 2016.)

Forcible exile
When a government forces individuals to leave 
their own country on account of their political, 
religious or other conscientiously held beliefs or by 
reason of their ethnic origin, sex, colour, language, 
national or social origin, economic status, birth, 
or other status, and then prohibits their return, 
or, if they are already outside their own country, 

prevents them from returning for the same reasons 
(Amnesty International)205

Miscarriage of justice
No firm definition given, but generally understood 
as a “grossly unfair outcome in a judicial proceeding, 
as when a defendant is convicted despite a lack of 
evidence on an essential element of the crime”206 - 
can also include wrongful arrests, wrongful charges 
or indictments, and wrongful sentences.207

• The European Convention on Human Rights 
and ICCPR both prescribe the following: “When 
a person has by a final decision been convicted 
of a criminal offence and when subsequently his 
conviction has been reversed or he has been 
pardoned on the ground that a new or newly 
discovered fact shows conclusively that there 
has been a miscarriage of justice, the person 
who has suffered punishment as a result of such 
conviction shall be compensated according to 
law, unless it is proved that the non-disclosure 
of the unknown fact in time is wholly or partly 
attributable to him.”

• The American Convention on Human Rights 
simply says victims of miscarriage of justice 
have right to be “compensated in accordance 
with the law”.

• No provisions mention miscarriage of justice 
in African Commission on Human and People’s 
Rights (ACHPR).

205Source: Amnesty International position on forcible exile and the right to return-Israel and the occupied territories/Palestianian 
authority. The Right to Return: The Case of the Palestians. 
206Garner, B.A (Ed) Black’s Law Dictionary 7th edition (2000), page 811
207Bohm RM. Miscarriages of Criminal Justice: An Introduction. Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice. 2005;21(3):196-200, 
page 196

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@asia/@ro-bangkok/documents/genericdocument/wcms_346435.pdf
https://internationallaw.blog/2016/06/20/forced-marriage-as-an-independent-crime-against-humanity-in-the-icc-decision-confirming-the-charges-against-dominic-ongwen/#_ftn3
https://internationallaw.blog/2016/06/20/forced-marriage-as-an-independent-crime-against-humanity-in-the-icc-decision-confirming-the-charges-against-dominic-ongwen/#_ftn3
https://internationallaw.blog/2016/06/20/forced-marriage-as-an-independent-crime-against-humanity-in-the-icc-decision-confirming-the-charges-against-dominic-ongwen/#_ftn3
https://internationallaw.blog/2016/06/20/forced-marriage-as-an-independent-crime-against-humanity-in-the-icc-decision-confirming-the-charges-against-dominic-ongwen/#_ftn3
https://internationallaw.blog/2016/06/20/forced-marriage-as-an-independent-crime-against-humanity-in-the-icc-decision-confirming-the-charges-against-dominic-ongwen/#_ftn3
https://internationallaw.blog/2016/06/20/forced-marriage-as-an-independent-crime-against-humanity-in-the-icc-decision-confirming-the-charges-against-dominic-ongwen/#_ftn3
https://internationallaw.blog/2016/06/20/forced-marriage-as-an-independent-crime-against-humanity-in-the-icc-decision-confirming-the-charges-against-dominic-ongwen/#_ftn3
https://internationallaw.blog/2016/06/20/forced-marriage-as-an-independent-crime-against-humanity-in-the-icc-decision-confirming-the-charges-against-dominic-ongwen/%23_ftn3
https://internationallaw.blog/2016/06/20/forced-marriage-as-an-independent-crime-against-humanity-in-the-icc-decision-confirming-the-charges-against-dominic-ongwen/%23_ftn3
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/convention_eng.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://www.cidh.oas.org/basicos/english/basic3.american%2520convention.htm
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Misappropriation of assets
When someone entrusted with public or company 
assets misuses or steals it for personal or individual 
gain. It is not a human right violation. It is a 
fraudulent act and a crime.

Obstruction of justice
• The UN Convention against Transnational 

Organised Crime defines obstruction of justice 
as follows: 

(a) The use of physical force, threats or intimidation 
or the promise, offering or giving of an undue 
advantage to induce false testimony or to interfere 
in the giving of testimony or the production 
of evidence in a proceeding in relation to the 
commission of offences covered by this Convention; 

(b) The use of physical force, threats or intimidation 
to interfere with the exercise of official duties by a 
justice or law enforcement official in relation to the 
commission of offences covered by this Convention. 
Nothing in this subparagraph shall prejudice the 
right of States Parties to have legislation that 
protects other categories of public officials

• No explicit definition of obstruction of justice 
under human rights charters, but following 
provisions:

• The European Convention on Human Rights 
and ICCPR mandate the following under their 
provisions for a fair trial: everyone charged with 
a criminal offence has the right to “To examine, 
or have examined, the witnesses against him 
and to obtain the attendance and examination 
of witnesses on his behalf under the same 
conditions as witnesses against him”

• The American Convention on Human Rights 
highlights the following instead: “the right 
of the defense to examine witnesses present 
in the court and to obtain the appearance, as 
witnesses, of experts or other persons who may 
throw light on the facts”

• No similar provisions in African Charter on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights

Obtaining false statements or confessions
• Provision partly covered by definition of torture 

from UNDHR 5 above, namely: “Torture means 
any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether 
physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a 
person for such purposes as obtaining from him 
or a third person information or a confession”.

• In Article 14(g) of International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights: In the determination 
of a criminal charge against them, everyone 
shall be entitled to “not be compelled to testify 
against himself or to confess guilt”.

• In Article 8(3) of American Convention on 
Human Rights: “A confession of guilt by the 
accused shall be valid only if it is made without 
coercion of any kind”

• Notably, the African Charter on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights and European Convention on 
Human Rights do not contain  a similar provision 
to this. (see p.240 of training doc below)

• NB: See following training document 
which discusses a lot of the above: https://
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/
training9chapter6en.pdf

https://www.unodc.org/documents/middleeastandnorthafrica/organised-crime/UNITED_NATIONS_CONVENTION_AGAINST_TRANSNATIONAL_ORGANIZED_CRIME_AND_THE_PROTOCOLS_THERETO.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/middleeastandnorthafrica/organised-crime/UNITED_NATIONS_CONVENTION_AGAINST_TRANSNATIONAL_ORGANIZED_CRIME_AND_THE_PROTOCOLS_THERETO.pdf
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/convention_eng.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://www.cidh.oas.org/basicos/english/basic3.american%2520convention.htm
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=49
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=49
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://www.cidh.oas.org/basicos/english/basic3.american%2520convention.htm
https://www.cidh.oas.org/basicos/english/basic3.american%2520convention.htm
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/training9chapter6en.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/training9chapter6en.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/training9chapter6en.pdf
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Persecution
• The ICC (International Criminal Court) Statute 

defines persecution as “the intentional and 
severe deprivation of fundamental rights 
contrary to international law by reason of the 
identity of the group or collectivity” (Art. 7.2. g 
of ICC Statute).

Religious intolerance 
• Article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights states that everyone is entitled to all the 
rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, 
without distinction of any kind, such as 
race, colour, sex, language, religion, political 
or other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth or other status. Furthermore, 
no distinction shall be made on the basis of the 
political, jurisdictional or international status 
of the country or territory to which a person 
belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-
self-governing or under any other limitation of 
sovereignty.

Religious persecution/freedom of religion
• Article 8 of the ACHPR:

• Freedom of conscience, the profession and free 
practice of religion shall be guaranteed. No one 
may, subject to law and order, be submitted 
to measures restricting the exercise of these 
freedoms.

• Article 18 of International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights: 

1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion. This right shall 

include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or 
belief of his choice, and freedom, either individually 
or in community with others and in public or 
private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship, 
observance, practice and teaching.

2. No one shall be subject to coercion which would 
impair his freedom to have or to adopt a religion or 
belief of his choice.

3. Freedom to manifest one’s religion or beliefs may 
be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed 
by law and are necessary to protect public safety, 
order, health, or morals or the fundamental rights 
and freedoms of others.

Torture, including rape, sexual abuse, ill treatment
• “No one shall be subjected to torture or to 

cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment” (Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, Article 5).

• Torture means any act by which severe pain 
or suffering, whether physical or mental, is 
intentionally inflicted on a person for such 
purposes as obtaining from them or a third 
person information or a confession, punishing 
them for an act they or a third person 
has committed or is suspected of having 
committed, or intimidating or coercing them 
or a third person, or for any reason based on 
discrimination of any kind, when such pain or 
suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of 
or with the consent or acquiescence of a public 
official or other person acting in an official 
capacity. It does not include pain or suffering 
arising only from, inherent in or incidental to 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
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lawful sanctions (Article 1, Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment). Definitions of rape 
are often related to one or both of the following 
facets: coercion or lack of consent.

• Article 7(1)g-1 of ‘Elements of Crime’ ICC 
Statute sets up the following guidelines for 
rape: “The perpetrator invaded the body of 
a person by conduct resulting in penetration, 
however slight, of any part of the body of 
the victim or of the perpetrator with a sexual 
organ, or of the anal or genital opening of the 
victim with any object or any other part of the 
body. The invasion was committed  by force, 
or by threat of force or coercion, such as that 
caused by fear of violence, duress, detention, 
psychological oppression or abuse of power, 
against such person or another person, or by 
taking advantage of a coercive environment, or 
the invasion was committed against a person 
incapable of giving genuine consent.”

• Sets up following guidelines for sexual 
violence:  “The perpetrator committed an act 
of a sexual nature against one or more persons 
or caused such person or persons to engage in 
an act of a sexual nature by force, or by threat 
of force or coercion, such as that caused by fear 
of violence, duress, detention, psychological 
oppression or abuse of power, against such 
person or persons or another person, or by 
taking advantage of a coercive environment 
or such person’s or persons’ incapacity to give 
genuine consent. Such conduct was of a gravity 
comparable to the other offences in article 7, 
paragraph 1 (g), of the Statute.”

• Statute also defines other crimes, such as 

Sexual Slavery, Enforced Prostitution, Forced 
Pregnancy, and Enforced Sterilisation. 

Unlawful interrogation
Largely covered by definitions of torture and 
obtaining false statements or confessions above.
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