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No one is really neutral about whether 
Christmas is true. If the Son of God was 

really born in a manger, then we have lost 
the right to be in charge of our lives. Who 
can be objective about a clam that, if it is 

true, means you’ve lost control of your life? 
You can’t be.
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P R E L U D E 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVOCATION AND PRAYER OF PRAISE

OPENING CAROL
O Come, All Ye Faithful
TRINITY HYMNAL #208 (VERSES 1,3,4)

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him born the King of angels.

Refrain
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God, in the highest. 
(Refrain)

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning:
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv’n;
Word of the Father, late in flesh appearing.  
(Refrain)

WELCOME TO REDEEMER! 
We're glad to have you joining us in worship today. If you'd like 
to know more about Redeemer, including ways to get involved, 
please scan the QR code and let us know.

We have a hearing loop. Please switch your hearing aid to T-coil.



T H E F I R S T L E S S O N
GENESIS 3:1-15

DAVID TAYLOR 

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his 
seed will bruise the serpent’s head.

THE CAROL 
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
TRINITY HYMNAL #196 (VERSES 1,3,4)

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear Desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

Come to earth to taste our sadness,
He whose glories knew no end,
By His life He brings us gladness,
Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend.
Leaving riches without number,
Born within a cattle stall,
This, the everlasting wonder,
Christ was born the Lord of all.

Born Thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a king,
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone,
By Thine all-sufficient merit,
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

PARENTS AND NURSING MOMS:
We have a "wiggle room" in the back of the Sanctuary. While not soundproof, it does offer 
you a little extra room to move around. If you are a nursing mom in need of a quiet place on 
Sunday mornings, the "wiggle room" and infant nursery are available options. We also have 
a nursing mother's room, changing tables and changing supplies available on the lower 
level. Head downstairs and look for our nursery coordinator by the check-in area. She will be 
happy to answer any questions and help you get settled.



THE CAROL
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
TRINITY HYMNAL #194 (VERSES 1,3,4,5)

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain: 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell Thy people save, 
And give them victory o’er the grave. 
(Refrain)

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
(Refrain)

T H E S E C O N D L E S S O N
GENESIS 22:9-18

ELIZABETH LUECK

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed.

T H E T H I R D L E S S O N
ISAIAH 9:2, 6-7; 11:1-9

ROSS ESKRIDGE

The prophet Isaiah foretells the coming of the Savior.

O come, Thou Key of David, come 
And open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
(Refrain 2x)



T H E F O U R T H L E S S O N
MICAH 5:2-5

ANDREW MCCONNELL 

The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem.

THE CAROL 
O Little Town of Bethlehem
TRINITY HYMNAL #201 (VERSES 1,3,4)

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by:
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in.

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.

T H E F I F T H L E S S O N
LUKE 1:26-38

GWEN CATLETT

The Angel Gabriel greets the Virgin Mary.



T H E G I V I N G O F O U R T I T H E S & O F F E R I N G S

DEACON’S PRAYER
ZACHARY ROBERTS

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

T H E S I X T H L E S S O N
LUKE 2:1-7

JONAH BISHOP

Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

Away in a Manger
(THE CHILDREN WILL SING VERSE 1,  THE CONGREGATION WILL SING VERSES 2 & 3.)

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay
The little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle ‘til morning is nigh

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there



T H E S E V E N T H L E S S O N
LUKE 2:8-20

CONNIE BAKER

The shepherds go to the manger.

THE CAROL
Angels We Have Heard on High
TRINITY HYMNAL #214

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain:
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song?
(Refrain)

Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ Whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
(Refrain 2x)



T H E E I G H T H L E S S O N
MATTHEW 2:1-11

KEVIN EVES

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

THE CAROL
What Child Is This
TRINITY HYMNAL #213 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The babe, the son of Mary.

Why lies He in such mean estate, 
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear, shall pierce Him through; 
The cross be borne for me, for you:
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
The babe, the son of Mary.

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
Come, peasant, king, to own Him;
The King of kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby:
Joy, joy for Christ is born, 
The babe, the son of Mary.
(Repeat bold)                                 



T H E N I N T H L E S S O N
JOHN 1:1-14

ERIN BALASKY

John unfolds the great mystery of the incarnation.

THE CAROL
(Children ages 4 - kindergarten are invited to go to Children’s Church at this time.)

Joy to the World
TRINITY HYMNAL #195

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth!  The Savior reigns:
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH:
Children ages 4 through Kindergarten are invited to attend Children's Church during the 
song of preparation. This is a great opportunity for them to prepare for participation in the 
full worship service as well as practice the different elements of worship.



SERMON
An Awkward Situation, Part 2 
Matthew 1:18-25 
DAN SEALE, SENIOR PASTOR

Listen to the Sermon online at:
WWW.REDEEMERPCA.COM



THE CONCLUDING CAROL
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
TRINITY HYMNAL  #203

Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Refrain: 
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”

Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth. 
(Refrain)

B E N E D I C T I O N

P O S T L U D E



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank You! 
Thank you to our scripture readers and musicians for leading us in worship this 
morning. 

No Sunday School: December 22 and December 29 
There will not be Sunday School on Sunday, December 22, and Sunday, 
December 29. Sunday School will return, Sunday, January 5.

Redeemer Women Get Together
Join us for a December get together at Zinchouse on Wednesday, December 
18, at 7 p.m.. We’ll meet inside on the first level. Contact Rebekah Litton with 
questions, rebekah.litton@gmail.com.

Support Refugee Hope Partners this Christmas
This month we have an opportunity to help our local mission partner, Refugee 
Hope Partners (RHP). We are helping RHP with supplies for their Early 
Learning Club. Various needs are listed on ornaments on the little giving tree 
in the foyer. Have a question about RHP, reach out to Justine Bowser: justine@
refugeehopepartners.org 

Christmas Eve: Tuesday, December 24
Our Candlelight Christmas Eve Service will be at 5:00 p.m., on Tuesday, 
December 24. We have candles for everyone. Flameless candles will be available 
for our younger members. There will not be childcare during the Candlelight 
Service. Children are welcome in worship. The 242 Room and the nurseries will 
be open and available for families to use.



Message from the Diaconate - Gift of Thanks to Our Staff
To the Redeemer Family: Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting the 
ministries and staff of Redeemer throughout 2024. The Diaconate would like to 
provide the opportunity for you to contribute to a year-end gift for the staff. This 
monetary gift will be given as a small token of appreciation for the hard work and 
dedication our church staff provides throughout the year.
We would like to collect your contributions by Sunday, December 29. As these 
funds are being collected for the express purpose of a year-end gift for the staff 
of Redeemer PCA, your contribution is considered a donation to a charitable 
organization. Please note “year-end staff gift” in the memo portion of your 
check. Your contribution will be included in your annual statement of giving to 
Redeemer. If you have any questions, please contact any Deacon.

Women’s Bible Study Spring Semester Begins in January
This spring semester, our Women’s Bible Study will be studying the Old 
Testament books of I and II Samuel. We hope you’ll come as we join together 
to study and be encouraged by God’s word this spring. Our first study will be on 
January 15 for Wednesday morning and January 20 for Monday evening. (Please 
register even if you attended in the fall, as this will help us to properly plan.) To 
register, visit https://www.redeemerpca.com/adult-bible-studies

R.O.M.E.O. Breakfast, Tuesday, January 14
We invite all retired men to join us for the next R.O.M.E.O. (Retired Old Men 
Eating Out) breakfast, where we’ll enjoy food, fellowship, and faith-building 
discussions! Our next breakfast will be at Redeemer on Tuesday, January 14, at 
8:30 a.m. Register online to help with our planning: www.redeemerpca.com/
upcoming-events



WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday
• Sunday School, 9 a.m.
• Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary

Wednesday
• Women’s Get-Together at Zinchouse

Thursday
• Music Team Practice, 7:30 p.m., at 

Redeemer

• December 22 & 29: No Sunday 
School

• December 24: Candlelight 
Christmas Eve Service, 5 p.m. at 
Redeemer

• R.O.M.E.O Breakfast, 8:30 a.m., 
at Redeemer

• Vacation Bible School 2025: 
June 16-20

UPCOMING EVENTS

Church Office Holiday Schedule & Year-End Giving 
The church office will be closed from December 24 - January 1. If 
you’d like to make a contribution before the end of the year you can 
mail your check to the church office, and it will be counted as part 
of your 2024 giving as long as it is postmarked by December 31. 
You can also give online at redeemerpca.com. All gifts postmarked 
on or after January 1 will be credited to 2025.

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

Dan Seale, Senior Pastor
DAN@REDEEMERPCA.NET

Ross Jelgerhuis, Associate Pastor
ROSS@REDEEMERPCA.NET

Garrett Black, Assistant Pastor, Student Ministry
GARRETT@REDEEMERPCA.NET

Claire Weibking, Student Ministry Assistant
STUDENTMINISTRY@REDEEMERPCA.NET

 Anna Baughman, 
Children's Ministry Director
CHILDRENSMINISTRY@REDEEMERPCA.NET

Brook Hagan, Administrator
OFFICE@REDEEMERPCA.NET



 Anna Baughman, 
Children's Ministry Director
CHILDRENSMINISTRY@REDEEMERPCA.NET

Brook Hagan, Administrator
OFFICE@REDEEMERPCA.NET

In a world that has become increasingly marked by isolation and individualism, 
God reminds us through his Word that he has designed life to be lived in dynamic 
relationships of trust and love. For this reason, Redeemer also meets in homes 
throughout the city for encouragement, Bible study and prayer as a family. 
Outside of Sunday Morning Worship, Community Groups are the main way to get 
plugged in here at Redeemer.

You may join these groups at any time during the year and jump right into 
one, or you can visit a few groups before settling down. If you would like more 
information, please contact the church office to find out more. 
NOTE:  COMMUNITY GROUP SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
 CHECK WITH YOUR GROUP LEADER FOR MORE DETAILS.

COMMUNITY GROUPS

1ST & 3RD SUNDAY COMMUNITY GROUPS

WEEKLY COMMUNITY GROUPS

NE Raleigh (Falls River)
Leader: Brandon Baughman (brndnbghmn@
gmail.com)
TIME: 6:00 P.M.,  CHILDCARE PROVIDED 

NE Raleigh (Falls River)
Leaders: Cliff Vogelsberg, and Justin Luckett 
(justinluckett1@gmail.com)
TIME: 5:00 P.M.,  CHILDCARE PROVIDED

NE Raleigh (Falls of Neuse Rd.)
Leader: Phil Rendall (psrendall@hotmail.com)
TIME: 12:30 P.M.

NW Raleigh
Leader: Ken Coyer (thecoyers@gmail.com)
TIME: 5:00 P.M.

North Raleigh (Strickland Road)
Leaders: Bruce Narveson, Rob Helms, and 
Cisco Ojeda (ojedamailnc@gmail.com) 
TIME: 5:30 P.M.

North Raleigh (Baileywick)
Leader: Dave Larsen (larsen1517@yahoo.com) 
and Ray Rein
TIME: 5:00 P.M. CHILDCARE PROVIDED

NE Raleigh (Falls River)
Leader: Randy Buckwalter and Matt Harmon 
(matthewdharmon@gmail.com) 
TIME: 4:00 P.M.,  CHILDCARE PROVIDED

Thursdays: 
NE Raleigh
Leader: Ross Jelgerhuis & Steve Edwards (steve.
edwards16.9@gmail.com)
TIME: 6:00 P.M.,  CHILDCARE PROVIDED

Fridays:
NW Raleigh (Norwood/Victory Ch.)
Leader: Ryan Slate (rdslate@gmail.com)
TIME: 6:15 P.M.,  CHILDCARE PROVIDED

NW Raleigh
Leader: Gideon O'Daniel (gideonodaniel@gmail.
com) & David White
6 P.M.,  CHILDCARE PROVIDED
E-MAIL FOR DETAILS; LOCATION VARIES

NE Raleigh (Strickland Road)
Leader: Dan Kemp (djkemp1@aol.com)
TIME: 12:00 P.M.

Lake Lynn Area
Leader: Mike Newkirk (newkirk.mike@gmail.com)
TIME: 5:00 P.M.



Helping each other come to 
know and follow Jesus in 

all areas of life for the glory 
of God and the good of  our 
neighbors across the street 

and around the world.


