
MIT Faculty Vote to Accept New Free Expression Statement Supported by MIT Free Speech 
Alliance

CAMBRIDGE, December 27, 2022 – At last week’s final fall semester meeting of the faculty of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, attendees voted by a roughly 2 to 1 margin to adopt a formal 
university statement on freedom of expression. This welcome development comes roughly six months 
after a working group of MIT faculty proposed adopting it – one of ten recommendations the group made 
for improving MIT’s free expression climate. 

“The MIT Free Speech Alliance has from the beginning advocated the free 
expression statement’s adoption, and we’re very pleased to see the faculty 
take this step,” said MIT Free Speech Alliance President Charles Davis ‘87. 
“We especially commend the faculty who tirelessly fought for the statement’s 
adoption as it was debated this fall.”

MIT’s Ad Hoc Working Group on Free Expression, which proposed the free 
expression statement, was convened by the MIT administration in the wake 
of the controversial cancellation of professor Dorian Abbot’s delivery of MIT’s 
prestigious Carlson Lecture, following criticism of Abbot’s unrelated writings 

critiquing university diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) policies and practices. 

The working group’s final report, having been delivered in June, was released by MIT president L. Rafael 
Reif in September. The MIT faculty debated the free expression statement throughout the fall semester, 
voting on a number of amendments in the process. The final statement approved last Wednesday 
substantially retains the substance of the original version. 

Importantly, the statement holds that “[a] commitment to free expression includes hearing and hosting 
speakers, including those whose views or opinions may not be shared by many members of the MIT 
community[.]” It also admirably states that “[d]ebate and deliberation of controversial ideas are hallmarks 
of the Institute’s educational and research missions and are essential to the pursuit of truth, knowledge, 
equity, and justice.”

How MIT will carry forward the faculty’s work on free expression remains to be seen. With Dr. Sally 
Kornbluth assuming MIT’s presidency in January, however, the opportunity is ripe for the institution to 
start fresh. 

“We hope that MIT will see the faculty’s vote to adopt this statement not as an end, but as a beginning,” 
said Peter Bonilla, MFSA’s Executive Director. “It takes more than the passage of a strong statement to 
shore up an institution’s culture of free expression. President Kornbluth can set a strong example by 
endorsing the free expression statement herself, as well as by considering and implementing the 
thoughtful recommendations of the free expression working group.” 

The MIT Free Speech Alliance was founded in October 2021 following the cancellation of the prestigious 
Carlson Lecture at which professor Dorian Abbot was scheduled to speak.  MFSA is a member of the 
Alumni Free Speech Alliance (AFSA) created in 2021, together with sister organizations at Cornell, 
Harvard, Princeton, Yale, the University of Virginia, and other leading institutions.. MFSA is an 
independent nonprofit organization founded and supported by MIT alumni, and is not affiliated with MIT. 

Contact: Peter Bonilla, Executive Director, peter@mitfreespeech.org or Eric Rasmusen at (812) 345-8573.


