
U3A Granite  Bel t  Newsletter  

 

Contents 

History of Espionage P1 

Let’s Socialize 
 

P2 

Garden Group 
Medieval Medicine 

P3 

Science Notes 
Tuesday Book Group  
Wednesday Book 
Group  
History of Espionage 

P4 

Committee Members 
Contact Details  
U3A Granite Belt  
Information 
German 

P5 

December Calendar  P6 
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As the year winds very rapidly to a close, there 
are members of U3A who volunteer to organise 
activities and classes for members.  Many 
thanks.  Without your time and effort,  
U3A could not continue to offer courses and 
activities to enrich the minds, bodies and souls 
of members. 
Frequently, members are asked to suggest   
ideas for activities, outings and classes for 
members.  Recently 3 members have offered to 

facilitate new activities for members in 2023. I am thanking them in advance 
as their initiative will enhance the lives of members. 
 
Wine Down 
What a delightful way to end the year.  Many thanks to Tammy and Chris who 
created a very festive atmosphere, the social committee organised the     
evening and the Dam Pluckers who entertained us. 
 
Looking forward to 2023. 
Change to due date for membership. 
Membership for 2023 will be due on 31st January—an email will be sent to 
members in early January with details of the amount owed and the due date 
for payment. 
 
Our treasurer, Marg Thomson has moved to the Gold Coast to be closer to 
family.  She will continue in the treasurer role until the AGM in March/April.  
All Marg’s work can be completed on-line and her reports will be emailed to 
the management committee for meetings. 
We hope you will enjoy you new home and being closer to you family.  Good 
Luck, Marg.  We will miss you . 

Reminder: 

The last day for           

contributions for the 

newsletter is 25th of the 

month. 

Please keep your         

contributions to a        

maximum of 300 words 

Website 

www.u3agranitebelt.org.au 

EDITORIAL 

The best time for  

new beginnings  

is now  
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C H R I S T M A S  P A R T Y          L E S  K I R M S S E  

On 25th November we had our Christmas ‘Wine Down’. We thoroughly enjoyed the tasty in-house   

catering by Tamara and Chris Reedy and the odd drink from the bar. 

The Dam Pluckers played two brackets of Christmas music. Franco projected the words on a large 

screen so we could join in the singing.  Many thanks to Sam Costanzo for joining in the singing. 

The words were beautifully illustrated by Morwenna whose horse-riding adventure clashed so we 

couldn’t thank her in person. 

We had a raffle where the winners could choose their own prizes from those on 

display and one lucky member found a gift voucher under the table. 

The atmosphere was happy and friendly and I think we all realized afresh what the 

U3A family means to us. 

Watch out for news of social events next year and join us whenever you can.    

Happy Holidays! 

 A Few Snaps from Wine Down 



G A R D E N  G R O U P         L E O N  M C C O S K E R   
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This month saw the end of the Medieval Medicine study. The Medieval period was spread over hundreds of 

years, from the 5th Century to the 15 h Century. 

At the beginning of our study we saw that illnesses were cured by prayer, or by horoscopes, or by local village 

herbal medicines. The Black Death was rife over the early years of this period. Generally people believed that if 

they were ill it was punishment from God for some bad behaviour. 

There were no clocks so a pulse could not be taken. If you were ill your heart beat could be classified as fast or 

slow. By the end of the medieval period crude timepieces had developed so that a more accurate measure-

ment was possible. 

If you were running a temperature you were described as hot or cold. By the end of the Medieval period crude 

thermometers were appearing but they were notoriously inaccurate. 

Problems faced by medieval doctors are similar to today. e.g. medical men could be sued if their treatment 

failed. 

This was a fascinating study which covered living conditions as well as medical treatments. 

Garden Group visited “Bristol”, the home of Stuart, Irene and Roxane Scott, The Summit, where Roxane gave 

us the history of the family farm. Unfortunately, Stuart and Irene were away due to health reasons. 

The farm was purchased in 1949 by Roxane’s parents when they moved from Sydney. This was a culture shock 

as they left a new home in Sydney to arrive at The Summit to an older house without electricity, they had to wait 

for 12 years to be connected. 

The orchard consisted of Apples, Pears and stone fruit which have now been removed. 

The original property used to be a poultry farm supplying eggs to the district and there are still some sheds now 

being used as a propagating room. 

Stuart and Roxane have about 70 roses blooming beautifully. Stuart sprays the roses every 7 to 10 days early 

in the morning with great results, having little pests and diseases. 

Elaine thanked Roxane for showing us around their lovely cottage garden and presented her with a Thank You 

certificate and U3A bag. 

Next U3A Garden Group outing will be on Wednesday 14th December at McCoskers 335 Amosfield Rd. This will 

be our Christmas breakup. Brough and Margaret Warren will talk about “Birds in our Gardens”. 

Start at 10.00 am with morning tea to share. 

  

M E D I E V A L  M E D I C I N E           F R A N  T O B I N  



   

Our postponed discussion of History of Espionage 2 Topic 3 is planned for 

December. 
 

This topic begins in the middle of 1942 and covers a six-month period during which 

the allied forces begin to turn the tide on Japanese forces. The danger of invasion of 

Australia has passed. However, parts of Northern Australia are still subjected to 

Japanese air attacks from Rabaul.  
  

Some of the members find the background reading tedious. However, if you should choose to 

research one of the allied or axis spies and share your findings with the group, we will discuss your 

findings. 
 

Contact Julie—0417 074 520 or barn.ju@icloud.com for login details for U3A On-line. 

 
Have you read the children’s book Meg’s Eggs.  Meg is a witch whose spells        
inevitably have an unlikely outcome.  In Meg’s Eggs, Meg’s spell created dinosaur 
eggs - a Tyrannosaurus, a Stegosaurus and a Diplodocus hatched from the eggs.    

What does this story have to do with science courses?  No Fran is not facilitating a 
course in spell making or children’s literature but rather the U3A Online course The 
Dinosaurs. 

There are 10 topics to study including the Triassic and Jurassic periods and the dinosaurs of Australia. 

There will be more details of the course in the February Newsletter. 
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T U E S D A Y  B O O K  G R O U P          M A R Y  C O U R T N E Y  

With no set book for November, the Tuesday Book group decided everyone should bring along a book they had 

recently read to share with the group. 

The result was an eclectic selection of authors and genres from crime fiction to harrowing tales of man’s      in-

humanity to man, balanced by tales of everyday people told with insight and humour. 

Our December meeting will be a shared lunch at the Courtney’s at which our reading list for 2023 will be      

decided and after November's meeting, it should prove to be both diverse and interesting. 

W E D N E S D A Y  B O O K  G R O U P         J U L I E  B A R N E S  

Our November discussion was cancelled as several members were away. We were to  

discuss our choice of poetry.   

 

The December Meeting will discuss the poetry we have read and also Where the        

Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens.  This book is the basis of the movie of the same name 

and I am sure there will be references to the movie and poetry during the discussion. 

 

The group will begin to discuss the reading list for next year. 

HISTORY OF ESPIONAGE         JULIE BARNES 

S C I E N C E  2 0 2 3            J U L I E  B A R N E S  



AIMS of U3A Granite Belt Inc. 
To provide members with affordable education and learning activities covering a wide range of different subjects. 

To provide members with the opportunity to study and learn in a relaxed environment. 

To nurture the minds, bodies, and souls of members. 

Committee 

President:   Julie Barnes   0417 074 520 
Vice-President:   Lyn Haselgrove   0409 006 063 
Secretary:   Lynda Blackstock   0491 093 157 
   u3agbinc@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Marg Thomson    4685 2928 
Minutes Sec:   Morwenna Arcidiacono   0490 241 356 
Activities Coordinator: Mary Courtney    0427 142 331 
Publicity Officer: Margaret Porter  4683 3127 
 
Newsletter Ed.   u3agbnews@gmail.com 
 
Webmaster:   Lynda Blackstock   0491 093 157 
   u3agbinc@gmail.com 

Facebook Admin: Lynda Blackstock   0491 093 157 

   Julie Barnes   0417 074 520 

   Marg Porter          4683 3127 

Grievances   Contact the Secretary for more information. 

Postal Address 

PO BOX 250 

Stanthorpe Qld 4380 

Phone 

0491 093 157 

Email 

   u3agbinc@gmail.com 

Website 

   www.u3agranitebelt.org.au 

Bank Account 

Heritage Bank 

BSB 638070 

Account Number: 13712268 

(S21) Heritage Members only 
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GERMAN         IRENE GREVIS-JAMES 

What a happy & informative year of Deutsch we have enjoyed. Special thanks to Julie McGonigal for planning the end-of-

year highlight, One of Germany‘s most beautiful Christmas Hymns: “ Behold a Rose…”( 1599AD, Cologne) 

 

My appreciation to you all for your ongoing interest and contributions throughout the year. 

 

Happy Christmas and a Peaceful 2023! 

 

Wir feiern nun das Ende vom Jahr 2022. Vielen Dank, Julie McG, für unseren musikalischen Höhepunkt: „ Es ist ein 

Ros…“, (Köln 1599AD.) 

 

Besonderen Dank Euch allen  für Eure Interesse und positiven Worte über das Jahr. 

 

Australian Ballet  

The Australian Ballet will be performing Swan Lake at 

QPAC from 24th to 28th October. 

U3A are thinking of organising a bus to Brisbane to see the 

Wednesday afternoon performance of the ballet. 

The cost of tickets will be about $150 and the bus fare about 

$40. These amounts are based on 20 attendees. 

If you are interested, please contact Les Kirmsse before 31st 

December on 0488 787 905or lkirmsse@hotmail.com.   

mailto:u3agb@granitenet.com.au
mailto:u3agbnews@gmail.com
mailto:u3agb@granitenet.com.au
mailto:u3agb@granitenet.com.au


**Please bring your morning tea. Other information is included in articles or group reports.   
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Day/s Activity   Venue  Contact  

Every Monday,          

Wednesday & Friday  
 

Every Monday  
 

Every Monday 
 

Every Tuesday  

Walking Group 6.30am  

From 5th December  
 

Mahjong  from 9.30am 
 

Beginner Ukulele 
 

Dam Pluckers 2.00pm 

Outside The Reject 

Shop 
 

International Club 
 

 

 

 

International Club 

Ria 0427 349 977 
 

 

Robyn 0423 153 514 

Heather 0448 800 491 

 

Heather 0448 800 491 

Date Activity  Venue  Contact 

Tuesday 6th   Book Group  

10.00am 

To be advised Mary 0427 142 331 

 

 

Wednesday 7th  Book Group  

10.00am 

International Club  Julie 0417 074 520 

Tuesday 13th  Mosaics from 9.00am Pete’s Shed  Margy 0459 513 852 

Wednesday 14th **Garden Group  

10.00am 

335 Amosfield 

Road  

Kerrie   0488 732 638 

Denise 0428 833 168 

Here is a Christmas quiz to exercise your brain. 

 

Away in a Manger 

Using the letters in the carol title, Away in a Manger, name these. Each letter may be used only once per 

1 A measure of mass  5. A form of water  

2. An emotion  6. A temperature  

3 A vegetable  7. An eight letter word
  

 

4. A part of the human 

body 

 8. A nationality   

Calendar Notes 

The Mosaic Group meeting will depend on Margy and if she has recovered from her flight back to  

Australia. 

The Walking Group will continue to meet 3 times a week for all of December and January. 

The Mah-jong Group will meet until Monday 19th December and will resume on 16th January. 

 


