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The Pirates had mixed results during the July
preseason fixtures, but there were many pos-
itives after facing a schedule dominated by
opponents from the league above.

Manager Rob Sinclair had several new sign-
ings at his disposal, and the scheduled games
provided an excellent opportunity for the
coaching feam to assess the new look Real
Bedford side under various conditions before
the start of the league campaign.

Reflecting on the preseason games, Sinclair
expressed his satisfaction, saying, “I'm really
pleased with the progress the boys have made
over the last month or so. | have a clear vision
and idea of how | want us to play football,
and | feel that the players have embraced

it well, executing it effectively even against
challenging opposition.”

Notable highlights included a 1-0 victory in
the opening preseason game against Step 4
side AFC Rushden & Diamonds. The following
Tuesday, McMullen Park was again packed
for a clash against Corby Town, with new
striker Joey Evans scoring his first goal for The
Pirates. While the first half was close, Corby
dominated the second half, winning 5-2.

The Pirates bounced back a week after the

defeat in their first preseason away game,
securing a convincing 3-1 win over Kempston
Rovers, with goals from Luke Knight, Kevin
Owusu, and new signing Ben Stevens.

Next, Bedford faced AFC Dunstable at McMul-
len Park, with the Step 4 side coming out on
top. Despite the defeat, it was a chance for
the boys to test themselves against a strong
side and get some much-needed game fime.

To finish preseason, the team travelled to
Northamptonshire to face Moulton FC, and
after a goalless first half, the team stepped
up a gear in the second half securing a 3-0
victory with a brace from Jordan Brown and
a glorious free kick from new signing Charlie
Smith.

We extend a big thank you to everyone who
came out fo support the team during the pre-
season. The team heads into fonight’s opening
fixture of the league campaign against MK
Irish knowing they must be at the top of their
game to open the season with a win.

Will Roberts
Media & Communications







| want to give a warm welcome to the
manager, staff, players, and directors of
MK Irish.

I’m pleased to be writing my first pre-

matfch programme notes, as it means

footboﬁ is back. While we all enjoyed

some time off over the summer, we

returned to fraining in June and have

\k/)vo”rked hard to prepare for Step 5 foot-
all.

MK Irish presents a tough challenge for
the lads tonight; they are well-organised
and finished 5th in a competitive UCL
Premier Division South last season. Still,
we have prepared well for the game, and
the lads can’t wait to get onto the pitch.

We had an enjoyable pre-season with
some challenging games against Step
4 sides, including wins against Rushden
and Kempston, defeats to Dunstable and
Corby Town, and we finished preseason
with a comfortable win against Step 6
Moulton. All these games were a good
chance for the lads to get some game
time, and | want to thank all the teams
we played for being part of our presea-
son.

| want fo welcome our new signings to
the Real Bedford squad, including the
additions to my backroom staff. All eight
signings have integrated well, and | am
confident they will give everything to
help us achieve our goals for the season.

Lastly, | want to thank all the Real Bed-
ford }/ons. Your tireless support through-
out last season played a massive part
in our promotion. As we enter this new
season, your role becomes even more
critical. We are competing in a higher
league and looking forward to debuting
in the FA Cup and the FA Vase.

This season promises new opportunities
and challenges, and we are determined
to give you many reasons to cheer. Keep
coming down and supporting the lads,
and bring some of your mates down, too.
It all makes a huge difference.

Thank you once again, and here’s to an
exciting season ahead!

Rob Sinclair
Manager



The match today is sponsored by Brewpoint,
a local brewer with a rich history in Bedford
and the supplier of our draft beer at the
club. Thank you to everyone at Brewpoint
for getting behind Real Bedford.

Welcome back to McMullen Park. It feels like
only yesterday we were celebrating our league
and cup double. While we enjoyed those wins,
they are in the past now. All that matters is
this season and trying to be successful again.

The summer has flown by, and we have been
busy preparing for the new season, ensuring
we do everything possible fo compete for
more trophies.

This season brings new challenges as we

are competing at a higher level of football,
requiring higher standards. Rob Sinclair, his
team, and the players have worked excep-
tionally hard over the summer. Their continued
dedication and commitment ensures that we
are well-prepared for tonight’s opener against
MK Irish.

| cannot hide my excitement at our entry into
the FA Cup and the FA Vase. We all know the
history of the FA Cup, the world’s greatest
cup competition, and we have a challenging
opening tie against FC Clacton on Saturday,
5th August. The FA Vase should be exciting
too. It gives every club at our level to play af
Wembley, something our neighbours Newport

has done twice recently. Our opening tie is af
home against Rothwell Corinthians on Satur-
day, 26th August, and | hope | see as many of
you there as possible.

| want to express my deepest gratitude to all
our sponsors who continue to support our mis-
sion this season. | want to thank Gemini and
Luxor for their continued support and warmly
welcome Iris Energy, Galaxy, CoinCorner, and
Orange Pill App into the Real Bedford family.
Without your support, none of this would be
possible.

Our work on the club’s infrastructure continues
apace. We continue our expansion into the
ladies’ game. After a successful year partner-
ing with Bedford Ladies and Girls, we were
honoured that they decided to rebrand as Real
Bedford Ladies. Now, over 250 girls, from un-
der 7’s to the senior teams, proudly represent
The Pirates. | am grateful to Jill Upton, chair

of Real Bedford Ladies, for her unwavering
support and belief in our vision.

Please join me in welcoming Dean Perrett,
the new manager of Real Bedford Ladies,
and his team, Joe Perrett and Georgia Clarke.
Dean’s summer recruitment and efforts with
the current tfeam have impressed me. Their
pre-season started with a 7-0 victory against
Wycombe Wanderers Women, demonstrating
the promise of a squad desperate to compete
for trophies. They followed this with a tough



5-1 defeat away to Cambridge United, a team
in the division above, and a promising 1-1
draw away to Sudbury, last seasons league
champions. It is early days for this new look
ladies team but the signs are all positive.

Women and girls football holds immense
importance to our club, and | am grateful to
Galaxy for sponsoring the ladies’ team, ena-
bling us o invest in the squad, equipment, and
infrastructure.

On the boys’ side, we have extended our rela-
tionship with Bedford Park Rangers, boasting
300 players across their junior feams from
under 7’s to under 18’s. We are committed to
supporting their development, both in compe-
tition entry and coaching support.

Thanks to our sponsor Iris Energy, we have
doubled our hardship fund, which is available

to youth players across boys and girls football.

We recognise that families are under finan-
cial pressure and want to ensure that money
is never a reason a young person can’t play
football in Bedford.

We welcome Neil McCormack as our new sec-
retary at Real Bedford, who has been working
hard over the summer on our infrastructure
strategy. This season we will continue invest-
ing in the ground with new floodlights, stands,
and dugouts while working on our long-term
plans for a new ground and fraining centre.

This vision drives us fowards creating an envi-
ronment conducive to all our players’ growth
and the wider Bedford football community.

Reflecting on the past season, our league
victory by 9 points and the cup win was monu-
mental. | want to thank you, the fans, for your
unwavering support. This support was and will
continue to be, the lifeblood of our club as we
strive for further success this season.

| want to sincerely thank my team for their
tireless work throughout the pre-season.
Emma Firman, our Chief Executive, for her
instrumental role in preparing the club for the
new season; Conor McCormack, taking over
kit man duties while Gerry is away; and Will
Roberts, for his work on our social media.

Finally, | wish the best for manager Rob
Sinclair, his team, and our players as we enter
another thrilling season of highs and lows. We
have set such high standards and demand a
lot from everyone. | expect it will be another
exciting season, and | can’t wait for the ref to
blow the whistle tonight.

Peter McCormack,
Chairman
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This week we sat down with Real Bed-
ford shot stopper Tyler McGregor. With
a record 36 appearances for the club
including 20 clean sheets last campaign,
the young keeper is looking to start his
second season with the club in a posi-
tive manner whilst also reflecting on last
year’s campaign and the club’s recent
pre-season oufings.

It’s your second season here at Real
Bedford, how are you feeling ahead of
the upcoming campaign?

“I’'m feeling confident. Last year was such
a great experience for me. Coming info

a new team was always going fo pose
some challenges but | feel like I’'ve learnt
a lotf in a short period of time. Winning
two frophies last year has obviously given
us a lot of momentum heading into this
season and the whole squad is buzzing. |
can’t wait to get stuck in next year.”

What are the key takeaways from last
season and how have you personally
taken them ahead of this upcoming
campaign?

“Rob has a clear idea of how to play
which has been implemented since the
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start of last season, this year we are just
looking to develop our understanding

of it and our roles within the system. We
have a great set of coaches who have
helped us review last season and apply
any changes that we need to make ahead
of competing in this new league. So we’re
going with the same philosophy, just
refining and developing in places.”

A mixed pre-season for The Pirates,
what have you taken from it?

“Firstly, a lof of running! I’s been a really
useful pre-season, with the new play-
ers coming in and learning the ropes it
has given us a chance to gel really well.
Testing ourselves against stfrong opposi-
tion as well, which is good, the score lines
are almost irrelevant. We’ve got what we
wanted to get out of the games and feel
good about the league starting.”

Some new additions to the team over
the course of the summer, how are the
new boys in general settled in?

“The new boys have settled in quite well,
we had a great group of boys last year so
it’s been quite easy for them fo integrate
themselves into the squad culture. The
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signings the club has made have certainly
increased the quality of the side which

is clear in training, I’'m super excited to
share the pitch with a few of these lads,
they’re all very talented.”

Another young core of players within
the squad, as well as some experience
talent. How valuable is it to have a bal-
ance in a team like this?

“It’s always good to have a balance. |
know a lot of us younger, lads have al-
ready learnt a lot from some of the more
experience players. That being said, the
younger core bring that hunger and fresh
new approaches to playing the game. We
definitely compliment each other”

A lot of called Real Bedford as favour-
ites for the league once more. How do
you has a squad deal with that sort of
pressure?

We need to take it one game at a time
“the gaffer expects us to focus on our-
selves so that’s what we’ll focus on. That
said we are confident and know what we
want to get out of this season as a whole
and we believe we can get promoted
again.”
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We’ve already seen in preseason. The
crowds are increasing week on week.
How does the way this project is now
being received impact your time here at
the club?

“Major credit to Peter and the rest of

the team off the field for getting people
down to the games. It fills us with con-
fidence, knowing that we have so many
people behind us. We're always going

to have doubters about this project but
those inside the club know how special

it is, and really appreciate the support of
everyone around the world.”

What are you expecting from our visi-
tors MK Irish tonight?

“They’ll be strong, they’re definitely a
team pushing for promotion. | know a fair
few of their players from my time at MK
college so it will be exciting to share the
pitch with them once again, but as | said
before we just need to focus on ourselves
and we are confident we can get the job
done””
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A warm welcome back to all the team,
staff, volunteers, and supporters. It feels
like quite a while since we last hosted
league football here at McMullen Park.
During the busy off-season, we’ve been
preparing for Step 5 football, as ever
there has been so much to do.

You might have noticed some changes
around the club since April. We've had
work done in the clubhouse, including a
complete renovation of the home chang-
ing room. Additionally, we’ve invested

in new rehab equipment for our physio,
Lottie, who is now fully equipped to help
players recover from injuries.

| want to celebrate the club’s achieve-
ments from last season once again. We
won two trophies and experienced a

lot of success off the field, setting us up
perfectly for the upcoming campaign.
Both our men’s and women’s teams have
received new kits and equipment, and
we're excited about the new players
joining our ranks.

Our new players have intfegrated info
the club environment smoothly, which is
fantastic to see. It’s always refreshing

to welcome new faces. Moreover, we've
been thrilled to see many new fans
attending our pre-season games. We
hope this frend continues info the league
campaign.

This season marks an important mile-
stone in the club’s history as we've
entered both the FA Cup and FA Vase

for the first time. Our first game in the
prestigious FA Cup competition will be on
August 5th against FC Clacton.

On a somber note, we were saddened by
the passing of Karen Brown, the well-re-
spected Spartan South Midlands League
fixture officer. Our thoughts are with her
family and friends during this time, and
she will be dearly missed in the local
football community.

Finally, I want to wish Rob and the team
the best of luck for today’s game. We
hope all supporters from both teams en-
joy their time at McMullen Park tonight.

Emma Firman,
CEO



PLAYER PROF]

Full name: Joshua Setchell
Nickname: Setch

Date of birth: 26th June 2002
Place of birth: Luton

Previous clubs: Tottenham Hotspur Ac
QPR Academy, Harpenden Town

Favourite team: Manchester City
Favourite player: Leo Messi
Occupation: Office Manager for a s ity company

Hobby: Going to the gym













Who'’s most likely to be late
for training?

CJ doesn’t know how to tell
the timel!

Most skilful in the squad?
Ben Stevens feet are like glue.

Best Hair?
Me, Jack Grealish would be
jealous.

Worst Dress Sense?
Ben Walsh based on our Ibiza
trip!

Biggest Coaches’ Pet?
Joey Evans, his favourite word
is ‘Gaffer’.

You’re stranded on a desert-
ed island, which teammate
would you most like stuck
with?

Tom Wood, funniest guy in the
world.

Messiest in the changing
room?

Tyler McGregor, way too much
excess baggage.

Best Banter?
Tom Wood and Luke Knight.
No words needed.

Best mate in the squad?
Tom Hitchcock and Ben Ste-
vens could chat to them allday!



There have been some significant
changes for the ladies in the offsea-
son. After a successful first year work-
ing alongside Bedford Ladies & Girls,
we agreed to expand our relationship,
and they renamed themselves Real
Bedford Ladies. With this, there are
now over 250 females playing for the
Pirates from under 7’s through fo the
senior feam.

Expanding our relationship will bring
more resources to the female game in
Bedford with better access to facili-
ties, funding, and training.

Chairman Pete McCormack worked
closely with Bedford Ladies and Girls
Chair, Jill Upton to make this part-
nership possible. “Over the past year,
we’ve thoroughly enjoyed collaborat-
ing with Bedford Ladies and Girls FC,
and we take great pride in officially
welcoming them into the Real Bed-
ford family. By incorporating them
under the Real Bedford Ladies banner,
we aim fo create an inclusive envi-

ronment that celebrates talent and
nurtures a winning mentality. Women
have supported men’s football for
decades - it’s time for us to show our
support in return. We firmly believe
that a modern football club must
prioritize and champion women’s
football. This partnership underscores
our commitment to growing the op-
portunities for girls fo play football in
Bedford.”

Jill Upton, Chair of Bedford Ladies
and Girls FC, expressed her enthusi-
asm about the integration. She said,
“We’ve received tremendous support
from Real Bedford and are thrilled to
continue our collaboration this sea-
son. Peter McCormack’s genuine inter-
est in promoting equality in women’s
football gives us confidence that we
will reach new heights.”

With the ambition to challenge for
trophies, The Pirates decided to
change the team’s manager over the
summer, securing the services of Dean




Perrett as the First Team Manager for
the ladies.

Perrett, a former professional foot-
baller with experience in the women’s
game, including a successful spell at
Harlow Town, where he guided them
to the FA Women’s National League
for the first time in their history,
shared his excitement about the club’s
vision. “After meeting Peter, | was
drawn to the ambition of the Real
Bedford project. It’s a club dedicat-
ed to supporting women’s and girls’
football, which is what attracted me
to the role.”

Perrett brings with him Joe Perrett

as assistant manager and Georgia
Clarke as First Team Coach, and they
have been working hard to bring new
players into the squad.

The team played their first presea-
son game at McMullen Park against
Wycombe Wanderers, securing an
impressive 7-0 victory, followed by a

tough 5-1 away defeat to Cambridge
United from the league above. De-
spite the result, the game had many
positives, with the Pirates hitting the
woodwork twice. On Sunday, the
team recorded an impressive 1-1
draw away at Sudbury, the title win-
ners last year, nearly knicking a win at
the end but for the post.

Excitement is also building off the
field, with the new arrivals at the club
showing the club’s ambition to com-
pete for trophies. The Pirates have
already confirmed the signings of Sa-
rah Hudson, Amy Reed, Izzy Crooks,
Cesca Partridge, Sophie Billing and
Gemma Croucher, bolstering the
team’s strength across the field. More
pIoKer announcements are expected
in the upcoming weeks leading up to
the start of the season against Steve-
nage Women on August 13th.
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Due to Covid and my involvement
with Donegal Golf Club, | had not
visited the UK for several years. So
when | came over for Christmas and
New Year fo spend some time with

the kids, | infended to only stay for a
few weeks.

| had been following the team from
Ireland, watching the streams, and

| was excited to see them play. But
during my first week, Peter made me
Kitman for Real Bedford, and that
was when he informed me that |
now had to stay until the end of the
season.

Me and the washing machine plus
the ironing board have become the
best of friends, and | have tried on
several occasions to explain fo the
players that it would help me greatly
if they did not do any slide tackles,
especially on muddy pitches, as it
makes the kit very hard to clean but
do they listen?
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| have fo say that | have loved every
minute of being involved with the
team. The Manager Rob, Assistant
Manager Ducks, Lottie and Brownie,
and the players, welcomed me with
open arms, and | have the greatest
respect for every one of them. It has
been a fantastic season, and every-
one involved with the club deserves
huge credit.

All being well, | hope to return next
season and seeing first-hand the
commitment shown by everyone at
this great club, ’'m sure we will be
celebrating another league fitle this
time next year.

| want to thank everyone for giving
me the greatest life experience. It’s
been emotional.

Gerard McCormack,
Kitman






N uilding the best

in construction

On June 1st 2020 the club was
formed when Milton Keynes Rob-
ins, Unite MK and Milton Keynes
Irish Veterans joined together to
operate as one club going into the
2020-21 season, Milton Keynes
Irish FC!

Our first season as a club was
unfortunately brought to an early
finish due to the effects of COV-
ID-19. The 2020/21 season was
looking to be very promising as we
found the first feam sitting sec-
ond in the SSMFL Division 1 table
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after 9 games played with the
best PPG in the league and went
on an exciting run in the FA Vase
which saw us get knocked out in
the 3rd round on penalties after
advancing through 4 rounds beat-
ing three higher league opposition.
The season was officially curtailed,
however due to performances un-
der Milton Keynes Robins, the club
earned promotion to the Spartan
South Midlands Premier Division
(Step 5) based on PPG over the
previous 2 seasons.

ANE

MK Iris




Bu Iding the best
In onstruction
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The first feam are back now play-
ing at Step 5 in the Spartan South
Midlands Premier Division, after
one season in the United Counties
Premier League South in 2022-
23 finishing in 5th position, the

. reserve feam were playing in the

. UCL Reserve Division also finished
in 5th position in 2022-23 and
have moved over to SSMFL Divi-
sion 2 for the 2023-24 season.

The Veterans are playing in the
Milton Keynes Veterans League Di-
vision One, were triple champions

HS.EPE'H
SERVICES LTD,

in the 2022-23 season and have
been unbeaten in the league for
the past 4 seasons.

2021 saw the addition of a South-
ern Counties U18 Floodlit Midweek
team and also had youth teams
coming over to join under the MK
Irish banner from Scot FC, in 2023-
24 the club has 7 youth teams
spanning from U9 to U18 in the
Milton Keynes & District Develop-
ment League.



SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS
PREMIER LEAGUE - FIXTURES 23/24

TUE1 7:45PM H Rushden & Higham United (W) 3-0
SAT 13 3:00PM A Buckingham Athletic w)1-7
SAT 20 3:00PM A Burton Park Wanderers (W) 1-2
TUE 23 7:45PM H Letchworth Garden City Eagles (W) 3-0
SAT 3 3:00PM A London Tigers (W) 1-2
TUE6 7:45PM H Raunds Town (Gladwish Challenge Trophy) (W) 9-1
SAT 17 3:00PM A Holmer Green (W) 1-4
TUE 20 7:45PM H Moulton FC (W) 5-0
SAT 24 3:00PM A Amersham Town (W)1-3
TUE 27 7:30PM A London Tigers (Division One Cup) (L1-2
SAT 1 3:00PM H Lutterworth Athletic (W) 1-0
TUE4 7:45PM A Raunds Town (W)0-2
SAT 8 3:00PM H Winslow United (W) 4-1
SAT 15 3:00PM H Rugby Borough (L) 2-1
TUE 18 7:45PM A Letchworth Garden City Eagles (W) 0-2
SAT 22 3:00PM A Moulton FC (W) 1-2
SAT 29 3:00PM A Aylesbury Vale Dynamos (Gladwish Challenge Trophy) (W) 0-1
SAT 5 3:00PM H Raunds Town (W)9-0
SAT 19 3:00PM H Eaton Socon (W) 2-1
SAT 26 3:00PM H London Tigers (W) 4-0
SAT 3 2:00PM A Flitwick Town First (Bedfordshire County Cup) (W) 0-3
TUE6 7:45PM A Thame Reserves (W) 2-6
SAT 10 3:00PM A Wellingborough Whitworth (W) 2-5
TUE 27 7:45PM A Ampthill Town (W) 1-3
MON 2 3:00PM H Langford L1-3
TUE 10 7:45PM H Northampton ON Chenecks (W) 3-1
SAT 21 2:00PM A AFC Caddington S&S First (Bedfordshire County Cup) (W)0-13
TUE 31 7:45PM A Eaton Socon (W) 0-3
SAT 11 3:00PM H Northampton Sileby Rangers (W) 2-1
TUE 14 7:45PM H Wellingborough Whitworth (L)0-2
SAT 18 2:30PM A Leighton Town Reserves (Bedfordshire County Cup) (W) 1-4
TUE 21 7:45PM H Amersham Town (D) 0-0
SAT 25 3:00PM A Rugby Borough (W) 0-2
TUE 28 3:00PM H Buckingham Athletic (W) 6-0
SAT 4 3:00PM H Holmer Green (W) 7-1
SAT 11 3:00PM H Burton Park Wanderers (W) 5-1
SAT 18 3:00PM A Rushden & Higham United (W) 0-5
TUE 21 7:45PM A Northampton Sileby Rangers (W) 0-3
SAT 25 3:00PM H Lutterworth Athletic (W) 2-4
SAT 1 3:00PM A Northampton ON Chenecks D) 11
SAT 8 3:00PM A Langford (W) 0-1
MON 10 3:00PM H Ampthill Town D) 11
SAT 15 3:00PM H Thame United Reserves

THUR 20 7:30PM CF Elstow Abbey (Bedfordshire County Cup Final)

SAT 22 3:00PM A Winslow United




Who'’s most likely to be late
for training?

CJ doesn’t know how to tell
the time!

Biggest Coaches’ Pet?

Joey Evans, his favourite word
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You’re stranded on a desert-
ed island, which teammate
would you most like stuck
with?

Tom Wood, funniest guy in the
world

Messiest in the changing
room?

Tyler McGregor,
excess baggad

Best Bante
Tom Wood o
No words nee
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Best mate in the sc
Tom Hitchcock and Ben S’re—
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