






FC CLACTON MATCH REPORT
Real Bedford twice fought back from 
Clacton goals in a 2-2 draw to take the 
FA Cup clash to a replay at McMullen 
Park.

Goals from Luke Knight and a late finish 
from Josh Setchell ensured the Pirates 
kept their Wembley dreams alive.

The game started end-to-end, with 
Clacton creating the first chance where 
Charlie Collis forced a strong save out of 
Tyler McGregor within the first 5 minutes. 
Real Bedford responded with Ben Stevens 
causing issues for the Clacton defence, 
with two chances narrowly missing the 
target in quick succession. 

It wasn’t long before the home side took 
the lead from a corner. Mekhi McKenzie, 
Clacton’s top scorer from last season, 
rose the highest in the area to give Clac-
ton the lead within 15 minutes. However, 
The Pirates managed an instant response 
from a corner of their own. Charlie Smith’s 
cross found Luke Knight, who knocked 
the ball over the line to bring things back 
level.

Real took control after the goal, and 
Jordan Brown broke free through on goal, 
but the linesman flagged him offside, to 
the disappointment of the travelling fans. 
Upon review of the replay, the linesman 
had made the correct call.

Both teams created chances throughout 
the first half. Still, there was nothing to 
test either keeper, so the players went in 
at the break with little to separate them 
as the heavens started to open and rain 
fell across Clacton, worsening conditions 
for the second half. 

Second Half

The rain did not cease as the players 
returned to the field, preventing the game 
from flowing as mistimed tackles became 
more regular, with several Clacton players 
seeing yellow. 

The stop-start nature of the second half 
seemed to suit the hosts as they put early 
pressure on the Real defence, rewarded 
with their second goal to re-establish 
their lead 5 minutes into the second peri-
od. Jake Clowsley broke through the Real 

defence before beating McGregor with a 
chip.

Despite conditions and the scoreline 
against The Pirates, Rob Sinclair’s team 
showed resilience, pushing hard for an 
equaliser. Despite the end-to-end action, 
there were few clear chances until The 
Pirates levelled the game in the 85th 
minute. Jordan Brown held a ball up well 
before laying off to Joey Evans, who hit a 
first-time pass over the Clacton defence 
to put Josh Setchell clear through on goal. 
The new signing for Real placed the ball 
under the keeper’s legs, to the delight of 
the travelling fans.

The aftermath of the goal celebration led 
to an altercation off the field which soon 
involved players from both sides. As the 
Clacton bench raced across the field and 
jumped over the fence to join the melee, 
they were soon followed by the Bedford 
team. The referee then brandished a red 
card to Real Bedford captain Luke Knight 
for his involvement, a puzzling decision 
that left The Pirates at a significant disad-
vantage with time still on the clock.
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defence before beating McGregor with a 
chip.

Despite conditions and the scoreline 
against The Pirates, Rob Sinclair’s team 
showed resilience, pushing hard for an 
equaliser. Despite the end-to-end action, 
there were few clear chances until The 
Pirates levelled the game in the 85th 
minute. Jordan Brown held a ball up well 
before laying off to Joey Evans, who hit a 
first-time pass over the Clacton defence 
to put Josh Setchell clear through on goal. 
The new signing for Real placed the ball 
under the keeper’s legs, to the delight of 
the travelling fans.

The aftermath of the goal celebration led 
to an altercation off the field which soon 
involved players from both sides. As the 
Clacton bench raced across the field and 
jumped over the fence to join the melee, 
they were soon followed by the Bedford 
team. The referee then brandished a red 
card to Real Bedford captain Luke Knight 
for his involvement, a puzzling decision 
that left The Pirates at a significant disad-
vantage with time still on the clock.

Real Bedford controlled the latter stages 
of the game, snuffing out multiple chanc-
es for the home team to put the game 
to bed, forcing the fixture to a replay at 
McMullen Park. 

After the game, manager Rob Sinclair 
was proud of his side’s spirit and determi-
nation: “The boys showed real character 
tonight in conditions that suited Clac-
ton way more than ourselves, the game 
management shown by this young side, 
especially when reduced to 10 men was 
outstanding in what was a crazy game. 
Hopefully, we can now go finish the job at 
home.”

RBFC: McGregor, Gordon (Hartley 65’), 
Swain, Wood, Knight ©, Smith, Setchell, 
Watkins (Corbit 72’), Evans, Stevens, 
Brown.

Unused Subs: Kalek, Taylor.
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FROM THE
DRESSING ROOM
I want to give a warm welcome to the players, 
staff and fans of FC Clacton who have made 
the long journey from Essex for tonight’s FA 
Cup replay.

It has been a rollercoaster start to the season, 
despite having only played three competitive 
fixtures, but I’m pleased with the start we have 
had to the season, both on and off the pitch.

Our last game at McMullen Park proved to 
be a challenging match. MK Irish tested us, 
showing their strengths from kick-off, so I was 
really proud of how the lads managed to hold 
them off and find the goal in the second half 
to take all three points. If things go our way 
this evening, we could face them again on 
Saturday, this time in knockout football, which 
is an exciting prospect.

Having already faced off against FC Clacton 
a week ago, we understand that we will need 
to be at our best this evening to progress 
through to the next stage of the FA Cup. The 
players showed real character during the first 
game in conditions that suited Clacton more 
than ourselves. For Josh Setchell to get the 
equalising goal at such a crucial time was a 
massive boost for us. I was also impressed 
with our game management, especially from 

such a young group of players. Going down 
to 10 men in a game is never easy, no matter 
when it happens, so to ensure that we could 
play this replay tonight is a credit to the effort 
every player put in last week.

We come into tonight’s fixture off the back of 
our clash with Cockfosters in the league on 
Saturday. It was a frustrating afternoon that 
saw us sharing the points with the home team. 
However, I felt there were a lot of positives 
from that fixture that gave us great momen-
tum heading into the match tonight. 

I would also like to thank the Real Bedford 
fans for their continued support on the road 
and at home. To get a record attendance for 
the club on our opening game of the season 
was a massive boost for the lads on the pitch. 
Hopefully, we can continue to provide the 
performances the fans deserve as this club 
continues to grow and develop throughout the 
campaign. 

Thank you, and enjoy what should be an excit-
ing game of knockout football. 

Rob Sinclair
Manager
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FROM THE BOARDROOM
As we gather under the floodlights of 
McMullen Park for what promises to be 
another gripping FA Cup game against 
FC Clacton, I want to thank you all for 
coming out tonight and supporting the 
team. The growing crowds at McMullen 
Park help support our target of climbing 
the pyramid while building a sustainable 
revenue model.

Looking back, I feel so much pride in the 
progress we have made in the short time 
we have been working on this project. 
Just compare the record crowd of 362 
who came out for our opener against MK 
Irish to the 40-50 that would come along 
less than two years ago. Crowds are the 
lifeblood of any sustainable football club, 
they help the players and support the 
business model.
  
Equally noteworthy was the turnout of 
211 spectators for our ladies’ opening 
fixture against Stevenage. The highest 
crowd we have had for a ladies’ game 

since we started working with them and 
higher than the average gate we had for 
the mens last season. The Bedford com-
munity is embracing Real Bedford, and we 
are committed to giving back to you.

I won’t mince words – this season pre-
sents new challenges for us to navigate, 
both on and off the pitch. Manager Rob 
Sinclair worked tirelessly over the sum-
mer to enhance his squad, and our match 
against Cockfosters featured seven new 
players in the starting lineup. The speed 
at which they have gelled is impressive, 
and if we had been awarded the penalty 
we felt we deserved in the dying mo-
ments of this weekend’s fixture, we could 
have finished our opening two league 
games with a maximum of six points.

Our ladies started their season with an 
impressive 4-1 home win over Stevenage 
this weekend gone. Under the guidance 
of new manager Dean Perrett, and his 
coaching team of Joe and Georgia, they 

have built a squad that can put last 
season behind them and challenge for 
trophies.

The first half was tight, with our new 
goalkeeper Sarah Hudson pulling off two 
excellent saves to ensure we went into 
the halftime break in the lead. Penalties 
on either side of the break from Gemma 
Croucher, goals from Tasha Fensome and 
Neve Mayes, and a player-of-the-match 
performance from Amy Reed ensured we 
started the season with a win. 

As we look forward to the rest of the sea-
son, I want to thank Real Bedford Ladies 
Chair Jill Upton for supporting our vision. 
Please do come down and watch the la-
dies too, this club has two first teams and 
they are of equal importance to Bedford.

Now we turn our attention to the FA Cup, 
with McMullen Park hosting its first match 
in the competition for years. The players 
deserve credit for holding FC Clacton to 
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have built a squad that can put last 
season behind them and challenge for 
trophies.

The first half was tight, with our new 
goalkeeper Sarah Hudson pulling off two 
excellent saves to ensure we went into 
the halftime break in the lead. Penalties 
on either side of the break from Gemma 
Croucher, goals from Tasha Fensome and 
Neve Mayes, and a player-of-the-match 
performance from Amy Reed ensured we 
started the season with a win. 

As we look forward to the rest of the sea-
son, I want to thank Real Bedford Ladies 
Chair Jill Upton for supporting our vision. 
Please do come down and watch the la-
dies too, this club has two first teams and 
they are of equal importance to Bedford.

Now we turn our attention to the FA Cup, 
with McMullen Park hosting its first match 
in the competition for years. The players 
deserve credit for holding FC Clacton to 

a draw in the first game in challenging 
conditions. Two attempts at playing the 
game, a long Tuesday drive to the coast 
and harsh weather conditions did not 
suit us. Still, Josh Setchell’s well-deserved 
equaliser kept our Wembley dreams alive.

We may be in the competition’s very early 
stages, but we would love to put together 
a little cup run. If we overcome FC Clac-
ton tonight, then we will welcome back 
MK Irish to McMullen Park for the next 
round. In future years we hope to climb 
the pyramid and see what teams we can 
get to McMullen Park.

I want to reiterate my immense gratitude 
for your support. Let us hope that when 
the final whistle blows tonight, it does so 
with The Pirates heading into the next 
round.

Peter McCormack,
Chairman



THE BIG INTERVIEW WITH CLASTON GORDON
This week, we sat down with versatile winger 
Claston Gordon, who joined The Pirates mid-
way through last season from Moulton. Since 
then, he’s developed his game to become a 
key part of not only the team’s success last 
campaign but Sinclair’s plans for this one. 
Despite that, it’s been a tricky road to get to 
McMullen Park for Gordon as we found out 
through this interview. 

First of all, cast your mind back over the last 
few weeks, how have you found pre-sea-
son?
Pre-season was good, does feel like we’ve 
been back longer than we actually have! It 
was a hard graft initially, but the hard work is 
what makes us such a tight knit group as we 
all strive to be better for each other. 

Your first pre-season at the club as you 
signed half way through the campaign last 
year, how was it joining a club mid-way 
through the season especially one pushing 
for the title?
It was certainly something new, for me it was 
a big jump from where I’d been before, from 
the standard of training, matches, ambition 
and professionalism of the club. But on the 
whole, it was a great experience. Everyone 

around the club is so welcoming and friendly 
so it felt quite easy to mix into the team cul-
ture and environment. 

Last time out at McMullen Park it was a 
tough win over MK Irish, how did you find 
that game and what do you think the squad 
have learnt from that 90 minutes? 
The game was a real battle, we knew they 
would be strong but I still thought they came 
as a bit of a surprise to us, especially in the 
first half, where we started slow. Despite get-
ting the win, we certainly learnt a lot from the 
game. I don’t think we hit anywhere near our 
potential, which is actually quite exciting. 

Your link up with summer signing Joey 
Evans has been there for all to see in these 
last few games, what’s the relationship like 
between you two?
Joey and I have a really good relationship. We 
both joined Moulton during the same season, 
but I hadn’t crossed paths with him during any 
youth football. So it’s been great getting to 
know him over the last 18 months or so and I 
feel we’re now on the same wavelength on the 
field. He’s so good in the box, so as long as 
he’s there, I’ll keep delivering.

You seem to be becoming quite the versatile 
player! How have you found moving into 
more of a defensive role this season?
It’s actually been really good. If I’m honest, 
when the gaffer told me the sort of role he 
wanted me to play I was a little unsure as I’ve 
always been more of an attacking minded 
player. But playing in the fullback role has 
been really eye opening, I still have the licence 
to move forward but feel like I’ve been able to 
develop my defensive skills massively in such 
a short space of time. Also, having someone 
like Luke Knight alongside me in the back 4. 
He’s very vocal so helps me during the game 
and has allowed me to fit into this new role a 
lot quicker. 

The crowd at McMullen Park against MK 
Irish was a record one, just how much does 
that positively impact your time on the pitch 
as players?
It’s massive for us. The crowd makes such a 
difference, so to have such a good fan base 
at this level it pushes us that little bit further 
on match day. The whole club just feels so 
together at the moment.
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around the club is so welcoming and friendly 
so it felt quite easy to mix into the team cul-
ture and environment. 

Last time out at McMullen Park it was a 
tough win over MK Irish, how did you find 
that game and what do you think the squad 
have learnt from that 90 minutes? 
The game was a real battle, we knew they 
would be strong but I still thought they came 
as a bit of a surprise to us, especially in the 
first half, where we started slow. Despite get-
ting the win, we certainly learnt a lot from the 
game. I don’t think we hit anywhere near our 
potential, which is actually quite exciting. 

Your link up with summer signing Joey 
Evans has been there for all to see in these 
last few games, what’s the relationship like 
between you two?
Joey and I have a really good relationship. We 
both joined Moulton during the same season, 
but I hadn’t crossed paths with him during any 
youth football. So it’s been great getting to 
know him over the last 18 months or so and I 
feel we’re now on the same wavelength on the 
field. He’s so good in the box, so as long as 
he’s there, I’ll keep delivering.

You seem to be becoming quite the versatile 
player! How have you found moving into 
more of a defensive role this season?
It’s actually been really good. If I’m honest, 
when the gaffer told me the sort of role he 
wanted me to play I was a little unsure as I’ve 
always been more of an attacking minded 
player. But playing in the fullback role has 
been really eye opening, I still have the licence 
to move forward but feel like I’ve been able to 
develop my defensive skills massively in such 
a short space of time. Also, having someone 
like Luke Knight alongside me in the back 4. 
He’s very vocal so helps me during the game 
and has allowed me to fit into this new role a 
lot quicker. 

The crowd at McMullen Park against MK 
Irish was a record one, just how much does 
that positively impact your time on the pitch 
as players?
It’s massive for us. The crowd makes such a 
difference, so to have such a good fan base 
at this level it pushes us that little bit further 
on match day. The whole club just feels so 
together at the moment.

What’s your footballing background, how 
did you get to where you are today?
I won’t like it’s been a struggle to get here. I’ve 
had a lot of set backs in my career already, 
from failed trials at more clubs than I can 
remember, to injuries cutting stints short. I feel 
proud therefore, to be where I am today. No 
matter how many “no’s” I’ve heard, I’ve kept 
on grinding and therefore to still be playing 
football at this level is a big achievement for 
me. I’m also so grateful to my mum who has 
stuck by me throughout and driven me around 
the country to trials when I’ve needed it. I’ve 
played this sport since I was 2 and I’m still in 
love with it which I’m so thankful for.

What are you expecting from tonight’s 
games against FC Clacton?
Well the benefit of playing them last week is 
of course we have a good idea of how they’ll 
go about the game tonight. However, knock-
out football is a dangerous beast so we just 
need to focus on ourselves and hopefully with 
the home advantage and good conditions we 
can come out on top this evening. 



FROM THE CLUBHOUSE
A warm welcome to all those visiting 
McMullen Park this evening in what would 
have been our third league fixture of the 
season, but due to the thrill of knockout 
football, we are delighted to bring FA Cup 
action to the home of Real Bedford for the 
first time in 7 years.

Our last game at McMullen Park vs MK Irish 
was a big success for the club both on and 
off the pitch. I want to thank all the fans 
who came out as we had a record crowd of 
362 through the gate, accompanied by a 
superb performance from the team to get 
the first 3 points of the season. 

Behind the scenes, I’m incredibly grateful 
to all our volunteers who allow match day 
to work as well as it does. I want to thank 
Mark, Jim, Jacek, Karen, Wendy, Seb and 
Scarlett for all their hard work last Tuesday. 
A warm welcome and thanks must also go 
to our new volunteer stewards, Laura and 
Carl, who have been doing a fantastic job 
ensuring everything runs smoothly upon 
arrival at McMullen Park. We’re always 
looking for more helping hands on match 
days, so don’t hesitate to contact the club if 
you want to volunteer.

Thank you to those loyal fans who made 
the long journey to Clacton last Saturday 
only for the game to be postponed at short 
notice. And, of course, to those who made 

the journey on Tuesday night too in simi-
larly miserable conditions. Your dedication 
means a lot to everyone involved at the 
club. 

As support for the club grows with our 
ambitions, we are constantly looking for 
ways to improve the match day experience 
for those who come to McMullen Park. From 
increasing parking options to subtle chang-
es in the clubhouse to freeing up space and 
increasing the speed of queues at the bar, 
we hope that we can continue to make Real 
Bedford a club many wish to return to week 
in and week out.

We were also very proud to host the 
newly named Real Bedford Ladies this past 
Sunday against Stevenage, an incredible 
occasion with the team winning 4-1 in front 
of another big McMullen Park crowd. It was 
so uplifting to see 211 people turn out to 
support the ladies in their first league game 
of the season. We hope to see many more 
supporting the team as they will look to 
continue their strong opening form. 

I hope for an exciting FA Cup match this 
evening and that those at the game enjoy 
their time at McMullen Park.

Emma Firman,
CEO











TOM
WOOD

TEAMMATES

Best footballing knowledge?
Has to be Tyler McGregor, he’s foot-
ball obsessed! A real student of the 
game. 

Biggest eater?
Joe Steele, pretty sure he could eat a 
wardrobe…

Best in stressful situations?
Tom Hitchcock, what a guy. Never 
seen him in a bad mood ever.

Most Immature?
Curtis Hartley, Peter Pan of The Pi-
rates! The boy hasn’t grown up since 
school.

Best pre-season glow up?
Got to be Luke Knight, never seen 
him so sharp in pre season. Like Ben-
jamin Button this year!

Biggest gym rat?
I think Josh Setchell goes under the 
radar. Top comes off at any oppor-
tunity and it’s like I’m watching Love 
Island again. Must be a Spurs thing…

You’re stranded on a deserted 
island, which teammate would you 
most like stuck with?
Dan Walker, I love hearing about his 
days at Luton, Dorking and Billeric-
ay…

First to leave on a night out?
Would be Eddie Corbit, 3 or 4 bottles 
of water and he’s ready to hit the 
hay.

Best Mate?
Has to be Luke Knight, pretty much 
followed him around non-league for 
a few years, never a dull moment 
between us!



MK IRISH MATCH REPORT
Real Bedford got their league sea-
son off to the perfect start with a 
1-0 victory over a strong MK Irish 
outfit at McMullen Park on Tuesday 
Night.

In front of a record crowd, new sign-
ing Joey Evans bagged a 78th-minute 
winner which capped off a resilient 
display from The Pirates who showed 
defensive acumen throughout the 90 
minutes to keep the clean sheet. 

Despite winning, there was little to 
separate the sides, especially in the 
first half. It was the away side who 
did get the first chance of the game 
a mere 3 minutes in, a cross from 
George Shrieves finding the head of 
the unmarked Ty Ward who failed to 
head it towards the target keeping 
scores level. 

MK Irish then caught The Pirates on 
a strong counterattack 15 minutes 
later leaving Shrieves one on one with 
McGregor who pulled off his first of 

many superb stops to deny the MK 
Irish attacker from any real threat. 

Bedford showed promise up the other 
end of the pitch too, with Ben Stevens 
putting in a wicked cross towards 
Joey Evans in the 19th minute, but the 
striker couldn’t get a touch on the ball 
to guide it into the net. 

MK Irish then got the best chance of 
the half moments later, in what was 
turning out to be an end-to-end affair. 
Winger Andre Olukanmi, driving down 
the flank before cutting inside and re-
leasing a shot which was initially par-
ried by McGregor and forced over the 
bar by the head of Luke Knight, with 
MK Irish players swarming the box in 
search of a rebound, the skipper did 
well to keep things at bay. 

The final opportunity of the half saw 
another superb stop from McGregor 
in goal. This time a Shrieves cross 
found Mason Spence in the middle 
whose headed chance was deflected 

away by the keeper to ensure pro-
ceedings were level at the break. 

Second Half

Real Bedford came out the blocks well 
in the second half. Good footwork 
from Watkins and Corbit in the mid-
field unleashed Gordon on the flank 
who found a direct pass to Jordan 
Brown who after contact from the MK 
Irish defenders went down in the box, 
calls for a penalty were waived away 
by the referee who instead bran-
dished Brown with a yellow card for 
simulation. 

It was MK Irish with a chance once 
more on the hour mark, George 
Shrieves causing more problems 
cutting in from the wing and getting a 
shot off. However, it was blocked well 
by McGregor as Corbit cleared the 
ball mitigating any further danger. 

15 minutes later and Bedford finally 
broke the deadlock. Great interplay 
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away by the keeper to ensure pro-
ceedings were level at the break. 

Second Half

Real Bedford came out the blocks well 
in the second half. Good footwork 
from Watkins and Corbit in the mid-
field unleashed Gordon on the flank 
who found a direct pass to Jordan 
Brown who after contact from the MK 
Irish defenders went down in the box, 
calls for a penalty were waived away 
by the referee who instead bran-
dished Brown with a yellow card for 
simulation. 

It was MK Irish with a chance once 
more on the hour mark, George 
Shrieves causing more problems 
cutting in from the wing and getting a 
shot off. However, it was blocked well 
by McGregor as Corbit cleared the 
ball mitigating any further danger. 

15 minutes later and Bedford finally 
broke the deadlock. Great interplay 

between Lee Watkins and substitute 
Josh Setchell gave Claston Gordon 
room on the wing, his perfect cross 
found the head of Joey Evans who 
guided it in off the far post and over 
the whitewash. McMullen Park sub-
sequently erupted as Bedford gave 
themselves a lead with just over 10 
minutes to go.

The final few moments were not 
without tension. MK Irish continued to 
knock on the door with more chances 
for Ward and Shrieves who were the 
biggest threats throughout the game, 
but ferocious defending from The 
Pirates meant that the home team 
walked away with all three points.
Starting XI: McGregor, Gordon, Clif-
ford (Swain 63’), Wood, Knight ©, 
Smith, Corbit, Watkins (Ahmed 80’), 
Evans, Stevens, Brown (Setchell 74’)

Unused Subs: Walker, Owusu







COCKFOSTERS MATCH REPORT
The Pirates share the points in a 1-1 
draw on the road against Cockfos-
ters. 

A frustrating 90 minutes saw Rob Sin-
clair’s men leave North London with a 
draw after having claims for a penalty 
waved away in the final minutes.

Real Bedford were back on the 
road this weekend in a tough battle 
against Cockfosters, who finished 5th 
in last season’s campaign and from 
the off, both sides created chances, 
with initial chances falling to Ben Ste-
vens and Mo Ahmed in the opening 
ten minutes for The Pirates. 

Cockfosters created the first clear-cut 
chance. A defensive mistake opened 
up the defence, but Tyler McGregor 
continued his impressive start to the 
season, saving well at his near post.

The away side would take the lead 
with a goal from Joey Evans made 

by Josh Setchell, the winger follow-
ing up his equaliser at FC Clacton 
on Tuesday with an assist. Running 
clear down the right, Setchell’s cross 
found the head of Evans, who nodded 
it home to make it two goals in two 
consecutive league games for Real 
Bedford’s summer signing.

However, it wasn’t long before Cock-
fosters level. The referee awarded the 
home side a penalty after an untime-
ly challenge from Bedford defender 
Tom Wood on Cockfosters’ George 
Sippetts. Captain Matty Thomson 
stepped up and converted from the 
spot, bringing Cockfosters back into 
the game.

The rest of the half was relatively 
stagnant, with Real gradually taking 
control of possession without creating 
clear-cut chances while Cockfosters 
pushed hard on the break.

Second Half

The second half began similarly. Real 
continued to play the ball around the 
pitch, while Cockfosters would coun-
terattack hard when back in posses-
sion. 

Ben Stevens had the opportunity 
to put the visitors ahead after Real 
broke free down the wing, but his shot 
tantalisingly hit the post. Bedford kept 
knocking, and Charlie Smith’s corner 
floated into Curtis Hartley before 
being cleared off the line by a tight-
ly-packed Cockfosters backline. 

The home side then saw their fair 
share of chances go begging after a 
shot from George Lutaaya was saved 
well by McGregor; this was followed 
by a one-on-one opportunity for 
George Sippetts, who failed to get a 
shot away with Tom Wood tracking 
back and robbed him of possession.
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Second Half

The second half began similarly. Real 
continued to play the ball around the 
pitch, while Cockfosters would coun-
terattack hard when back in posses-
sion. 

Ben Stevens had the opportunity 
to put the visitors ahead after Real 
broke free down the wing, but his shot 
tantalisingly hit the post. Bedford kept 
knocking, and Charlie Smith’s corner 
floated into Curtis Hartley before 
being cleared off the line by a tight-
ly-packed Cockfosters backline. 

The home side then saw their fair 
share of chances go begging after a 
shot from George Lutaaya was saved 
well by McGregor; this was followed 
by a one-on-one opportunity for 
George Sippetts, who failed to get a 
shot away with Tom Wood tracking 
back and robbed him of possession.

Cockfosters had another chance to 
take the lead following another mis-
take at the back, but again, Bedford’s 
number one saved well to keep the 
game level.

The best chance of the second half 
was the most controversial. Winger 
Mo Ahmed raced into space on the 
left flank, driving the ball from past 
the halfway line into the box before 
being brought down recklessly by 
Aiden Read for what looked like a 
stonewall penalty. However, the refer-
ee waved the claims away, frustrating 
Real Bedford players and travelling 
fans.

RBFC: McGregor, Hartley, Swain, 
Wood, Knight ©, Smith, Setchell 
(Brown 78’), Watkins, Evans, Ste-
vens (Hitchcock 69’), Ahmed

Unused Subs: J.Ducket, Gordon, 
Corbit



Following the demise of Clacton Town, FC 
Clacton was formed in June 2007. After a 
lot of hard work behind the scenes the Club 
was granted the FA Charter Standard Com-
munity Club Award in May 2012, the highest 
FA kitemark for Clubs. 

The Club entered its first season playing 
in the Ridgeons League First Division with 
former Fulham and Colchester player John 
Reeves at the helm, assisted by David 
Coyle. 

The 2008/09 season, with Coyle in sole 
charge, saw the start of a successful period 
for the Club. We progressed to the Fourth 
Round of the FA Vase (equalling the Club re-
cord of Clacton Town) and a seventh-place 
finish in the League gave optimism for the 
future. 

The following season saw promotion back 
to the Premier Division, finishing runners up 
to Great Yarmouth Town. In the process we 
scored 117 League goals and won the First 
Division Knockout Cup, beating Halstead 
Town in the final at Hadleigh.

During the 2010 close season Coyle stepped 
down due to work commitments and was 

replaced by former Wivenhoe Town manag-
er Steve Pitt. Pitt brought in his own players 
and there was a very different look to FC 
Clacton by the start of the season. Pitt’s 
side finished 16th and Pitt left to take the 
reins at Stanway Rovers. 

Former Colchester United Youth team player 
Andy Taylor was appointed manager and 
another upheaval of players saw us finish in 
15th place in his first season. Taylor left ear-
ly in the 2012/13 season and was replaced 
by Ray Turner. Turner’s team struggled, 
winning just four games and, unsurprisingly, 
finished bottom of the table, only avoiding 
relegation due to an FA reprieve. 

2013/14 saw the club thrust into the na-
tional TV spotlight when BT Sport adopted 
FC Clacton as their non-league team of the 
competition following us through to the 
2nd qualifying round. Turner left the club 
in December 2013 and was replaced by 
Phil Yearling but he in turn only lasted four 
matches before he was dismissed. Glenn El-
dridge was promoted from the U18s to take 
over as caretaker manager and he steered 
us to a 15th place finish and was rewarded 
by getting the job full time. 
In October 2014 Eldridge was sacked 

following a run of poor results and David 
Coyle was brought back to the club. Sixteen 
points from the final seven games saw us 
comfortably avoid relegation. Coyle as-
sembled arguably the strongest squad the 
club had seen for the 15/16 season and we 
secured our highest placed finish since the 
club was formed, eventually achieving a top 
half finish. 
Coyle resigned at the end of the season and 
was replaced by Tom Gooder. However this 
proved to be a disastrous appointment and 
he was sacked after a run of eight con-
secutive defeats at the start of the 16/17 
season. Kieron Shelley was then appointed 
manager. We finished in a relegation posi-
tion but were again reprieved following a 
restructuring of the Leagues. 

In 2017/18 Tom Austin was appointed to 
replace Shelley. After securing safety when 
relegation seemed inevitable, he then 
guided us to a top six finish in 2018/19, our 
best-ever as FC Clacton. 
Former Brightlingsea Regent Head Coach 
Ryan Salter joined the club to work along-
side Austin for the 2019/20 season. We 
reached the Third Round Proper of the 
FA Vase, and were on course to achieve 
another top half finish in the Thurlow Nunn 

The Away Team



replaced by former Wivenhoe Town manag-
er Steve Pitt. Pitt brought in his own players 
and there was a very different look to FC 
Clacton by the start of the season. Pitt’s 
side finished 16th and Pitt left to take the 
reins at Stanway Rovers. 

Former Colchester United Youth team player 
Andy Taylor was appointed manager and 
another upheaval of players saw us finish in 
15th place in his first season. Taylor left ear-
ly in the 2012/13 season and was replaced 
by Ray Turner. Turner’s team struggled, 
winning just four games and, unsurprisingly, 
finished bottom of the table, only avoiding 
relegation due to an FA reprieve. 

2013/14 saw the club thrust into the na-
tional TV spotlight when BT Sport adopted 
FC Clacton as their non-league team of the 
competition following us through to the 
2nd qualifying round. Turner left the club 
in December 2013 and was replaced by 
Phil Yearling but he in turn only lasted four 
matches before he was dismissed. Glenn El-
dridge was promoted from the U18s to take 
over as caretaker manager and he steered 
us to a 15th place finish and was rewarded 
by getting the job full time. 
In October 2014 Eldridge was sacked 

following a run of poor results and David 
Coyle was brought back to the club. Sixteen 
points from the final seven games saw us 
comfortably avoid relegation. Coyle as-
sembled arguably the strongest squad the 
club had seen for the 15/16 season and we 
secured our highest placed finish since the 
club was formed, eventually achieving a top 
half finish. 
Coyle resigned at the end of the season and 
was replaced by Tom Gooder. However this 
proved to be a disastrous appointment and 
he was sacked after a run of eight con-
secutive defeats at the start of the 16/17 
season. Kieron Shelley was then appointed 
manager. We finished in a relegation posi-
tion but were again reprieved following a 
restructuring of the Leagues. 

In 2017/18 Tom Austin was appointed to 
replace Shelley. After securing safety when 
relegation seemed inevitable, he then 
guided us to a top six finish in 2018/19, our 
best-ever as FC Clacton. 
Former Brightlingsea Regent Head Coach 
Ryan Salter joined the club to work along-
side Austin for the 2019/20 season. We 
reached the Third Round Proper of the 
FA Vase, and were on course to achieve 
another top half finish in the Thurlow Nunn 

Premier Division before the season was 
prematurely curtailed.

After a good start to the 2020/21 season, 
Austin & Salter moved on to take the reins 
at Brightlingsea Regent in October and the 
club moved quickly to appoint ex-Chelsea 
player Mark Nicholls as our new First Team 
Manager.

After the season was again curtailed in 
20/21, the club was moved laterally to 
the Essex Senior League in May. Nicholls 
stepped down from his role as Manager in 
October following a 2-1 win at Southend 
Manor, and David Collis was appointed 
as our new head coach, his time in charge 
ending after a 2-1 win at White Ensign 
the following month. Tom Austin and Ryan 
Salter returned to the club for a second spell 
in charge in November. After a strong end 
to the season, the club finished in seventh 
position. 

Last season saw the club enjoy its most 
successful campaign in nearly 50 years, 
securing a top four league finish and reach-
ing the final of the Peter Butcher Memo-
rial Trophy, where we narrowly lost out to 
Redbridge.

The Away Team



 SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS
PREMIER LEAGUE - FIXTURES 23/24

AUGUST

TUE 1 7:45PM H Rushden & Higham United )W( 3-0     

SAT 13 3:00PM A Buckingham Athletic )W( 1-7  

SAT 20 3:00PM A Burton Park Wanderers (W) 1-2

TUE 23 7:45PM H Letchworth Garden City Eagles (W) 3-0

SEPTEMBER

SAT 3 3:00PM A London Tigers (W) 1-2

TUE 6 7:45PM H Raunds Town (Gladwish Challenge Trophy) )W( 9-1 

SAT 17 3:00PM A Holmer Green )W( 1-4 

TUE 20 7:45PM H Moulton FC (W) 5-0

SAT 24 3:00PM A Amersham Town (W) 1-3

TUE 27 7:30PM A London Tigers (Division One Cup) (L) 1-2

OCTOBER

SAT 1 3:00PM H Lutterworth Athletic (W) 1-0

TUE 4 7:45PM A Raunds Town (W) 0-2

SAT 8 3:00PM H Winslow United (W) 4-1

SAT 15 3:00PM H Rugby Borough )L( 2-1 

TUE 18 7:45PM A Letchworth Garden City Eagles  )W( 0-2  

SAT 22 3:00PM A Moulton FC )W( 1-2 

SAT 29 3:00PM A Aylesbury Vale Dynamos (Gladwish Challenge Trophy)  )W( 0-1 

NOVEMBER

SAT 5 3:00PM H Raunds Town )W( 9-0 

SAT 19 3:00PM H Eaton Socon )W( 2-1 

SAT 26 3:00PM H London Tigers )W( 4-0 

DECEMBER

SAT 3 2:00PM A Flitwick Town First (Bedfordshire County Cup) )W( 0-3 

TUE 6 7:45PM A Thame Reserves )W( 2-6 

SAT 10 3:00PM A Wellingborough Whitworth )W( 2-5 

TUE 27 7:45PM A Ampthill Town )W( 1-3 

JANUARY

MON 2 3:00PM H Langford )L( 1-3 

TUE 10 7:45PM H Northampton ON Chenecks )W( 3-1 

SAT 21 2:00PM A AFC Caddington S&S First (Bedfordshire County Cup) )W( 0-13 

TUE 31 7:45PM A Eaton Socon )W( 0-3 

FEBRUARY

SAT 11 3:00PM H Northampton Sileby Rangers )W( 2-1

TUE 14 7:45PM H Wellingborough Whitworth )L( 0-2

SAT 18 2:30PM A Leighton Town Reserves (Bedfordshire County Cup) )W( 1-4

TUE 21 7:45PM H Amersham Town )D( 0-0

SAT 25 3:00PM A Rugby Borough )W( 0-2

TUE 28 3:00PM H Buckingham Athletic )W( 6-0

MARCH

SAT 4 3:00PM H Holmer Green )W( 7-1

SAT 11 3:00PM H Burton Park Wanderers )W( 5-1

SAT 18 3:00PM A Rushden & Higham United )W( 0-5

TUE 21 7:45PM A Northampton Sileby Rangers )W( 0-3

SAT 25 3:00PM H Lutterworth Athletic )W( 2-4

APRIL

SAT 1 3:00PM A Northampton ON Chenecks )D( 1-1

SAT 8 3:00PM A Langford )W( 0-1

MON 10 3:00PM H Ampthill Town )D( 1-1

SAT 15 3:00PM H Thame United Reserves

THUR 20 7:30PM CF Elstow Abbey (Bedfordshire County Cup Final)

SAT 22 3:00PM A Winslow United



Full name: Joseph William Evans

Nickname: Joey/JBoog/JBoogie

Date of Birth: 17th September 1999

Place of Birth: Milton Keynes

Previous Clubs: MK Dons, Hednesford, Barwell, Moulton

Favourite Team: West Ham United

Favourite Player: R9 or Carlos Tevez

Most memorable footballing moment: Scoring for MK 
Dons first team or going to West Ham matches with my 
dad

Occupation: Student

Hobby: Bowling expert, going out to eat and spending 
time with family

PLAYER PROFILE




