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Founded in the 1882/83 season, Hadley Football Club
enjoyed a golden era in the late 19th century, including a
notable 1-O win against Tottenham Hotspur, albeit during
the club's formative years. Crowds of several hundred
would gather on Hadley Common to watch games.
However, with the rise of Barnet FC, many players
migrated to the rival team, leading to a decline in
Hadley’s prominence by the early 20th century. Despite
challenges, the club experienced a resurgence post-
World War I, joining the Barnet and District League and
later playing at Wrotham Park before moving to Barnet
Playing Fields in 1955.

The club’s first major success came in the 1975/76 and
1976/77 seasons, winning the Mid Herts League Premier
Division and the Premier Division Shield. After moving to
various grounds, including St. Albans Road and Chandos
Avenue, Hadley joined the Herts Senior County League,
winning Division Three in their first attempt. By the mid-
1980s, they transitioned to the Southern Olympian
League and played at the Woodside Park Club,
Totteridge, before eventually settling at Brickfield Lane,
Arkley, in 1992.

Hadley re-joined the Herts Senior County League in 1999
and achieved significant success under manager lan
Gray, winning the Division One championship in 2001/02
and the Premier Division in 2003/04. The 2004/05
season brought further triumphs with consecutive
league titles and the prestigious Aubrey Cup. Despite
setbacks, including a blocked application to join the
Spartan South Midlands League, Hadley regrouped and
saw all three teams win their respective leagues in the
2007/08 season.

The club's entry into the Spartan South Midlands League
in 2008/09 marked a turning point, with promotion to
Division One and a Division Two Cup victory. Further
success followed in 2009/10 with promotion to the
Premier Division and strong perfor-

-mances in national competitions like the FA Vase. By
2010/1, the club was competing at Step 5 of the
National League System, and their first FA Cup
appearance added to their growing reputation.

The 2012/13 season saw Hadley secure their first FA Cup
win, a 2-0 victory over Hertford Town, and reach the
Premier Division Cup final. Despite management
changes, the club maintained steady progress,
highlighted by matches against higher-level teams,
including Watford FC in the Herts Senior Cup. In 2015/16,
Hadley celebrated its highest-ever league finish and
claimed the Herts Charity Shield with a victory over
Tring Athletic.

In 2017, the club returned to Brickfield Lane after
extensive facility improvements funded by grants and
donations. This milestone was celebrated with an
impressive FA Cup run, reaching the Third Qualifying
Round. Under new management, the team continued to
thrive, achieving their best-ever league finishes in the
Spartan South Midlands League, including third place in
2018/19.

In 2019, Hadley moved laterally to the Essex Senior
League as part of the FA’s restructuring. Despite the
disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic, the club reached
the Fifth Round of the FA Vase for the first time. A
return to the Spartan South Midlands League in 2021
coincided with the club’s most successful season,
culminating in promotion to Step 4 of the National
League System and victory in the Gladwish Challenge
Trophy.

Competing in the Southern Football League Division
One Central, Hadley achieved back-to-back top-ten
finishes, including their first-ever FA Trophy win in
2022/23. With each season, the club continues to build
on its remarkable history and looks ahead to the
2024/25 campaign with optimism.



























