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Ephesians 6:10-12 (ESV) “Finally, be strong in the
Lord and in the strength of his might. [11] Put on
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the schemes of the devil. [12] For we
do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”

Life is hard. Life is full of struggles and suffering. We
need the reminder that our primary battles are not
physical, financial, emotional, or mental, but spiritual.
We ultimately are in an ongoing spiritual battle.

What is “spiritual warfare”? Spiritual warfare, based
on Ephesians 6:12, is “the battle of the followers of
Christ against the unseen spiritual forces of evil.”

This resource is designed to help you find God’s
answers about the battle of the followers of Christ
against the unseen spiritual forces of evil.

Visit our website to find freedom and victory
in your daily battles through Christ’s finished
work on the cross. Share our free resources
with others to help them as well!




www.TrustworthyWord.com

TRUSTWORTHY

Titus 1:9 “He must hold firm to the trustworthy
word as taught, so that he may be able to give
instruction in sound doctrine and also to
rebuke those who contradict it.” (ESV)

Trustworthy Word was born out of a desire to
equip churches with free, downloadable handouts
as a resource for biblical teaching on various
topics. We wanted to see the people of God think
deeply about the Word of God and realize the
implications that come about as a result.

One of the great things that we have seen happen
though is that members of our church (South Fork
Baptist Church in Hodgenville, KY) have begun to use
the site as a mobile resource when they are sharing
the gospel or having bible-centered conversations.
Trustworthy Word has become a digital filing
cabinet where with a few taps of the finger, we can
quickly locate helpful resources both for our own
spiritual growth and to engage those with whom
we are having Christ focused conversations.

Our hope is that you too will find Trustworthy Word as
a digital discipleship and evangelism resource you can
utilize in moments when you have your phone, tablet,
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or computer with you. You may enjoy using some of

the free handouts to help guide your small group into
a deeper walk with Jesus in Bible study. With just a
few clicks we hope you begin to think deeply about
the Word of God and see how that impacts your life.
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“Until I come, devote yourself to the public
reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to
teaching.” - 1 Timothy 4:13

Did someone read to you growing up? Did that time
impact you? Help you? Grow you? Comfort you?

We feel that reading the Bible visually and
audibly to one another is important and helpful
too! What ajoy it is to see print Bibles reaching
the ends of the earth (through amazing groups
like the Gideons and The International Bible
Society and especially www.NetBible.com).
How incredible it is that translations are made
(Wyrcliffe) and digitally distributed (Bible.com and
BibleStudyTools.com) all over the world! In the
past few decades, audio Bibles have also become
numerous and more accessible through wonderful
ministries like Faith Comes By Hearing.

Unfortunately, there isn’t much of a presence
currently of someone visually reading the
Bible to another. We hope to help provide
this through the “The Video Bible”!

We feel this is a needed resource for evangelism

8

and discipleship and we pray that it will be
extremely effective! The biblical origins of
both visually watching someone read and
listening simultaneously is important to how
we process and respond to the Word.

We hope to have the opportunity to help get complete
bible translations free into the ears, eyes, minds, and
souls of millions more over the years ahead via video.




www.Catholic.blog

mCATHOLIC 242§

‘www.catholic.blog

Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one
may boast.” (ESV)

What does the Catholic Church really believe? Many people
have their opinions, experiences, or second-hand information on
Catholic beliefs but a true understanding of the Catholic faith is
found in its Catechism of the Catholic Church.

The Catholic Blog simply presents portions of the Catholic
Catechism with relevant Bible verses and introspective questions
to consider. This free resource will help you on your journey to
consider the beliefs and practices of the Roman Catholic Church
and examine for yourself, through tough questions, whether
The Catechism of the Catholic Church is biblically valid and
trustworthy.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church is a substantial document
of significant history and tradition. If you have yet to read it, I
encourage you to read it in its entirety. This guide should be a
helpful start and reference! As you consider the “essential and
fundamental contents of Catholic doctrine” (CCC, 11), I hope you
will be like the Bereans of Acts 17:11 who always put the Bible first
to test what they were learning.

The Bereans are described as “noble” after hearing the teaching of
the Apostle Paul for two reasons:
1) getting into the Bible with “eagerness”
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2) testing the teaching of the Apostle Paul in light of Scriptures to
verify his truthfulness.

Similarly, may we evaluate what we see in The Catechism of the
Catholic Church in the light of the Bible to “see if these things were
so.”

Acts 17:11 “Now these Jews were more noble than those
in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness,
examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were
so.” (ESV)




A 3 Part Approach: Here is the approach you will find to this
Bible study.

1) Interesting highlights and quotes - Due to the massive volume
of writings in The Catechism of the Catholic Church, I have picked
quotes from the text that I think you will find most useful and
fascinating.

2) Relevant Scriptures - Likewise, I selected passages of
Scripture that I thought particularly helpful in evaluating and
understanding the Catholic teachings. Both The Catechism of the
Catholic Church and the Bible passages should be considered in
their original context and setting. There are many more possible
Catholic teachings and Biblical passages to consider but I hope this
is a helpful start to your studies.

3) Helpful Questions - I have chosen not to insert opinions and
assertions but instead propose tough questions that help us to
think critically for ourselves about what we are reading.

My end goal and hope is that we all follow God’s directive to us
in 2 Corinthians 13:5 to “Examine yourselves, to see whether you
are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to
meet the test!” (ESV). May we all have the joy of an eternity in the
presence of Jesus!

Here are the top 10 Catholic questions answered in this book with
biblical answers:

1. What is the Catechism of the Catholic Church?

2. What is Sin According to the Catholic Catechism? Do Different
Sins Need Different Sacrifices?

3. Does Salvation Come through Catholic Mass? Does Giving
Money to Church Help Us?

4. Is Catholic Baptism Necessary for Salvation? What about
Confirmation?

5. Is Catholic Eucharist Necessary for Salvation? What about
Penance?

6. Was Mary Always Saved? Did Mary Never Sin? Is Mary the Cause
of Salvation? Was Mary a Virgin Her Entire Life? Did Jesus Have
Any Brothers? Is It True that Mary Never Died? Did Mary Ascend to
Heaven?

7. Are Images of Jesus, Mary, Saints, or Angels Helpful or Harmful?
Do Relics & Rosaries have Power?

8. Should We Pray to Mary and Saints? Is it OK to Pray to Angels?
9. Will I Go to Purgatory? Do Indulgences Help Us?

10. Can Marriages Be Annulled? What about Catholic Divorce and
Remarriage?

Whether you are Catholic, considering Catholicism, or just
curious to understand the Catholic Church better, this Bible study
will be a great help to you. Download A Biblical Study of The
Catechism of the Catholic Church free at www.Catholic.blog




INTRODUCTION

Titus 1:9 “He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as
taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound
doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.” (ESV)

This book is different than many others that you might read.
The vast majority of the content is simply Bible verses and references.
This approach, with lots of bullet points, is intentional in order to
help you clearly hear and see God’s truths and not merely human
opinion. May this work be a helpful resource for your study of
God’s Word. May it help you increase in your love and awe of your
Savior. If you aren’t yet a follower of Christ, may the Lord save you
through the reading of His Word throughout it!

I have used these resources in teaching my church, small
groups, pastors, seminary students, and doctoral students about
the subject of spiritual warfare. The source of these writings has
been from my own studies, counseling with church members,
and sermons. These subjects have arisen from some of the most
important conversations that I have had in pastoral ministry for
over a decade. I hope and pray that this work serves as a tool
for the Lord to use in helping His children through His Spirit and
Word.

Ultimately, I have written this for the Lord. He has grown
me so much through the years and I pray that this work is faithful
to honor and glorify Him. I have also always told my wife and
daughters that I wrote this for them as well. Ilove them so much
and if they were the only ones to read this, then I would countita
success!

I do hope that this is a useful Bible study resource for
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many around the world. I have made these chapters, videos,
and the book (and other books too) in its entirety, freely
downloadable and accessible at www.SpiritualWarfare.blog and
also at www.TrustworthyWord.com . It has been a joy of mine to
see so many souls find Scriptural counsel online at The Spiritual
Warfare Blog and Trustworthy Word over the years and I pray that
it continues to aid many more until the Lord returns!

In Christ,
Jonathan Carl

Ephesians 6:17 “take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God”




OUTLINE

Here is a brief of this series of books and Scriptural
reminders of their importance. The links below
contain video lectures to help you as well!

This book is a compilation of 10 other books you can find here:
www.spiritualwarfare.blog/free-books and
www.amazon.com/author/jonathancarl
God and Satan: Spiritual Warfare in the Bible
Angels and Demons: Spiritual Warfare in the Bible
Believers & Unbelievers: Spiritual Warfare in the Bible
Heaven, Hell and Salvation: Spiritual Warfare in the Bible
Frequently Asked Questions about Spiritual Warfare in the Bible:
God’s Answers about the Battle of the Followers of Christ against
the Unseen Spiritual Forces of Evil
Putting on God’s Armor of Light: Spiritual Warfare in the Bible
Resisting Satan’s Schemes: Spiritual Warfare in the Bible
Prayer and Fasting: Spiritual Warfare in the Bible
Biblical Health: Spiritual Warfare in the Bible
Evangelism and Missions: Spiritual Warfare in the Bible

1. God & Satan
www.spiritualwarfare.blog/god-satan

Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge;
fools despise wisdom and instruction.” (ESV)

Ephesians 6:10 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength
of his might.” (ESV)

The story of the Bible is not a story about spiritual warfare. The
story of the Bible is the story of God. As we clearly focus on
who God is (His names and characteristic) and what He has done
(miracles), our enemies and struggles will seem so much smaller.
Although God is the Bible’s primary focus, He reveals much to us
about our chief enemy in Satan. Don’t miss out on what God has to
tell us about our enemy’s names, character, and tactics that we be
best prepared to live lives that enjoy and honor our Creator.

2. Angels & Demons
www.spiritualwarfare.blog/angels-demons

Colossians 1:16 “For by him all things were created, in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for
him.” (ESV)

2 Corinthians 11:14-15 “And no wonder, for even Satan disguises
himself as an angel of light. [15] So it is no surprise if his servants,
also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end
will correspond to their deeds.” (ESV)

God’s created angels are important in the storyline of history. In
Scripture God shares many stories that explain their purposes
and abilities. This section will help you to rightly understand
the mostly unseen angelic beings, both faithful (angels) and fallen
(demons).

3. Believers & Unbelievers
www.spiritualwarfare.blog/believers-unbelievers

1 John 3:10 “By this it is evident who are the children of God,
and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice
righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his
brother.” (ESV)

Matthew 12:35 “The good person out of his good treasure brings
forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth




evil.” (ESV)

Humanity is divided by those who follow Jesus in faith (Christian
believers) and those who follow Satan, the world, and their fleshly
sin (unbelievers). It is essential to understand the identities of
both groups as well as the evidences of their character and works.
There is no neutral ground in this battle of the followers of Christ
against the spiritual forces of evil. Here are some truths to help us
be aware of who we are and rightly see the world around us with a
spiritual understanding.

4. Heaven & Hell and Salvation
www.spiritualwarfare.blog/heaven-hell

Romans 10:1 “Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for
them is that they may be saved.” (ESV)

Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the
lost.” (ESV)

Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will
of my Father who is in heaven. [22] On that day many will say
to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast
out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your
name?’ [23] And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.” (ESV)

God speaks clearly to us both about eternal life (Heaven) and
eternal death (Hell). He wants believers to look forward to being
in His presence in Heaven and also wants unbelievers to be
warned of the danger of eternal suffering in Hell. Salvation is
God’s offer and work through Christ and He has much to tell us in
the Scriptures. Here are some truths about Heaven, Hell, and God’s
work of salvation.

5. Spiritual Warfare Passages in the Bible
www.spiritualwarfare.blog/bible

Ephesians 6:12-13 “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly places. [13] Therefore take up the whole armor
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand firm.” (ESV)

God warns believers about the ongoing battle between His
followers and the devil’'s followers. He wants us to rightly
understand the underlying issues of our struggles that we may
daily rely on God’s strength and not our own. Here are some
important truths to understand about spiritual warfare.

6. Putting on God’s Armor of Light
www.spiritualwarfare.blog/armor

Romans 13:12 “The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then
let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light.” (ESV)

1 Thessalonians 5:8 “But since we belong to the day, let us be sober,
having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet
the hope of salvation.” (ESV)

God calls us to go into battle covered in His armor of light and
wielding the “sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” This
section will help you to hear God’s commands and wisdom of
how to live life in a way that takes into account the reality of our
spiritual battles.

7. Resisting Satan’s Schemes
www.spiritualwarfare.blog/schemes

Ephesians 6:11 “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to stand against the schemes of the devil.” (ESV)

2 Corinthians 2:11 “so that we would not be outwitted by Satan;
for we are not ignorant of his designs.” (ESV)




James 4:7-8 “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near
to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts,
you double-minded.” (ESV)

God wants us to be informed of our enemy’s strategies and tactics.
We have a responsibility and urgent call to resist the attacks of our
enemies. In this section we will hear many of the ways God shares
of how to resist Satan’s temptations and deception.

8. Prayer and Fasting
www.spiritualwarfare.blog/prayer

Ephesians 6:18 “praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer
and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance,
making supplication for all the saints” (ESV)

God cares for us by growing and changing us through our time
with Him in prayer and fasting. As we receive God’s Bible
truths, we get to respond to Him and ask Him for knowledge,
understanding, wisdom, and help in our times of need.

9. Biblical Health
www.spiritualwarfare.blog/health

3 John 2-4 “Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that
you may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul. [3] For
I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came and testified to your
truth, as indeed you are walking in the truth. [4] I have no greater
joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.” (ESV)

God speaks to us wholistically through the Scriptures, desiring us
to be healthy spiritually but also physically, mentally, emotionally,
financially, relationally, and sexually. He wants us to fulfill His
purposes for us in our homes, workplaces, churches and wherever
we go. This section will help you to evaluate your health, identify
strengths and weakness, and walk forward in God’s truths for life.

10. Evangelism and Missions

www.spiritualwarfare.blog/missions

Ephesians 6:18-20 “praying ... also for me, that words may be
given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery
of the gospel, [20] for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I
may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.” (ESV)

The Christian life is a life called to love in action. We must be on
the offense in sharing the hope of the Gospel news of Jesus Christ.
This section will encourage and equip you to tell others about the
loving life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

11. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
www.spiritualwarfare.blog/faqgs

1 Peter 3:15 “but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy,
always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you
for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness
and respect” (ESV)

Colossians 4:5-6 “Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the
best use of the time. [6] Let your speech always be gracious,
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to
answer each person.” (ESV)

Ephesians 4:11-14 “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, [12] to equip the saints
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, [13]
until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ, [14] so that we may no longer be
children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every
wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful
schemes.” (ESV)

There are many other questions you may have that this book
has not yet answered. This section will answer a few of those
questions but will also challenge you to think biblically through
other questions and scenarios you have already faced or that you
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may face in the future.

VOLUME 4: HEAVEN,
HELL, & SALVATION

Free Video Lectures @
www.spiritualwarfare.blog/
heaven-hell

Romans 10:1 “Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for
them is that they may be saved.” (ESV)

Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the
lost.” (ESV)

Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will
of my Father who is in heaven. [22] On that day many will say
to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast
out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your
name?’ [23] And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.” (ESV)

God speaks clearly to us both about eternal life (Heaven) and
eternal death (Hell). He wants believers to look forward to being
in His presence in Heaven and also wants unbelievers to be
warned of the danger of eternal suffering in Hell. Salvation is
God’s offer and work through Christ and He has much to tell us in
the Scriptures. Here are some truths about Heaven, Hell, and God’s




work of salvation.

ELIJAH TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN IN A CHARIOT OF FIRE




WHAT DOES THE BIBLE
SAY ABOUT HEAVEN?

Who goes to Heaven? 5 scriptures to read: (most thorough
distinction between believers and non-believers is found in 1
John)
1. Romans 10:9-10 because, if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. [10] For
with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the
mouth one confesses and is saved.

. Romans 10:13-17 For “everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved.” [14] How then will they call
on him in whom they have not believed? And how are
they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without someone preaching?
[15] And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who
preach the good news!” [16] But they have not all obeyed
the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what
he has heard from us?” [17] So faith comes from hearing,
and hearing through the word of Christ.

. Acts 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there
is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.”

. John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.

5. Revelation 21:27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it,
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nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only
those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.

What happens when a true follower of Christ dies?

7 Amazing Promises For The
Christian In Heaven

1. Your soul is carried by angels into God’s presence and paradise
for all eternity.

(Luke 16:22, 2 Corinthians 5:6-8, 1 Thessalonians 4:17, Luke
23:43, Revelation 21:3, 22:3-4).

2. You are declared righteous and freely forgiven under God’s
judgment and justice. (Hebrews 9:27-28, Romans 14:10-12,
Revelation 20:11-12; 21:6-7, 27)

3. You will be transformed and given a glorious, powerful,
and spiritual resurrection body but yet be able to consciously
think, feel, speak, see, and remember. (1 Corinthians 15:42-44,
Philippians 3:20-21, Luke 16:19-31, Revelation 6:9-11; 21:9-27)

4. You will enter into an amazing service to and worship of God’s
majesty and glory alongside angels and recognizable believers
from all people groups. (John 17:24, Matthew 17:1-5, Luke
16:19-31, Revelation 7:9, 13-17)

5. You will never be suffering, ashamed, sad, grieved, hungry,
thirsty, in pain, or die again. (Isaiah 25:8, Luke 20:36, Revelation
7:13-17;21:4)

6. You will experience a place of eternal rest which is far better
than anything you could experience on earth. (John 14:2-3,
Philippians 1:23, Revelation 14:13)

7. You will receive an eternal reward, inheritance, prize that
can never be removed. (Daniel 12:13, Colossians 3:23-24, 1
Corinthians 9:25)




Here are just a few of those promises to see for yourself!
Luke 23:43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you
will be with me in paradise."

Philippians 1:23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and
be with Christ, which is better by far

Hebrews 9:27-28 And just as it is appointed for man to die once,
and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered
once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to
deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

Romans 14:10-12 Why do you pass judgment on your brother?
Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand
before the judgment seat of God; 11 for it is written, “As I live,
says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall
confess to God.” 12 So then each of us will give an account of
himself to God.

Where does my spirit/soul go when I die? When do I go to
Heaven?

Philippians 3:20-21 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we
eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by
the power that enables him to bring everything under his control,
will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his
glorious body.

John 14:2-3 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so,
I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take
you to be with me that you also may be where I am.

2 Corinthians 5:1-9 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live
in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in
heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing
to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, because when we are
clothed, we will not be found naked. For while we are in this
tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be

unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that
what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it is God who
has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as
a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. Therefore we are always
confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body
we are away from the Lord. We live by faith, not by sight. We are
confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at
home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, whether
we are at home in the body or away from it.

What about 1 Thessalonians 4?

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 But we do not want you to be
uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may
not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will
bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare
to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are
left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have
fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with
a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air,
and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one
another with these words.

1 Corinthians 15:51-55 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable,
and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable body must
put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on
immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable,
and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the
saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O
death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”




What about New Jerusalem? Revelation 21, Isaiah 65:17-25,
Daniel 7-12

Will I recognize my loved ones in Heaven? Mount of
Transfiguration (Moses & Elijah, Matthew 17), Rich Man and
Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31), Multitude of Many Nations (Revelation
7)

MORE BIBLICAL DESCRIPTIONS OF HEAVEN

Philippians 3:20-21 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we
eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by
the power that enables

him to bring everything under his control, will transform our
lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

Matthew 6:20-21 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.

Revelation 21:3-4 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
"Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.
They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be
their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be
no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away."

Revelation 7:9 After this I looked and there before me was a
great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe,
people and language, standing before the throne and in front of
the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm
branches in their hands.

Revelation 7:13-17 Then one of the elders asked me, "These in
white robes--who are they, and where did they come from?" I
answered, "Sir, you know." And he said, "These are they who have
come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, "they
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are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his
temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over
them. Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst.
The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. For the
Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will
lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes."

Luke 20:36 and they can no longer die; for they are like the
angels. They are God's children, since they are children of the
resurrection.

Luke 23:43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you
will be with me in paradise.”

John 14:2-3 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so,
I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take
you to be with me that you also may be where I am.

John 17:24 "Father, I want those you have given me to be with
me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me
because you loved me before the creation of the world.

Philippians 1:23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and
be with Christ, which is better by far

1 Thessalonians 4:17 After that, we who are still alive and are left
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.

Colossians 3:23-24 Whatever you do, work at it with all your
heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that
you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the
Lord Christ you are serving.

Daniel 12:13 "As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest,
and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your
allotted inheritance."

Revelation 14:13 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write:
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." "Yes,"




says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will
follow them."

1 Corinthians 9:25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into
strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we
do it to get a crown that will last forever.

Isaiah 25:8 he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD
will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace
of his people from all the earth. The LORD has spoken.

Revelation 21:4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will
be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order
of things has passed away.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE
SAY ABOUT HELL?

Is Hell real? What is it like? Who goes there? Hell is a place of
real, eternal, conscious torment under the righteous judgment of
God. Itis mentioned over 160 times in the Bible, describing a place
of real, ongoing punishment. Over 170,000 people die every 24
hours, and one’s eternity, whether in Heaven or Hell, is essential
to consider. If you do not believe, trust in, and love Jesus Christ,
we pray that God uses these truths to warn you of His holy wrath
and justice so that He might stir you repent of your sin and trust
in Christ. If you are a biblical, born-again Christian, may the Lord
use these truths to produce in you a passion for evangelism and
missions and to deepen in you a gratitude for His mercy grace!

Why do people go to Hell? God is righteous, holy and morally
perfect. He has revealed Himself to all of Creation. People go to
Hell because they have rebelled against God, dishonored God, and
disobeyed His law (Romans 1:18-23; 2:15-16). Mankind has no
excuse. Humanity has demonstrated a willingness and choice to
ignore God (James 1:13-16). Since they have violated the law in
their rebellion, punishment and justice must be given (Romans
3:10,23,5:12, 6:23;John 3:18).

What about people who have never heard about Jesus and the
Gospel? Will they go to Hell? God tells usin Acts 4:12 that there
is only one name by which we may obtain salvation, the name of
Jesus. He also explains in John 14:6 that none can come to God
the Father except through Jesus. We also learn in 1 John 2:23 that
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confession of the Son (Jesus) is required to have a relationship
with the Father. A most powerful passage concerning evangelism
comes in Romans 10 where Paul shares his desire for his
unbelieving friends to come to faith, acknowledging that:

“For ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never
heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?
And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written,
‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”
(Romans 10:13-15 ESV)

Whenever we realize that people who have not heard and
confessed Jesus as Lord are still under God’s wrath and headed
towards Hell, we must be motivated to go and preach the Gospel.
The best question is not, “Why do people who have never heard
about Jesus go to Hell?” but rather “Why have we not told
everyone about Jesus?”

Common Objection: “I don’t believe in Hell” or “My god is a god
of love who wouldn’t send someone to Hell.” Making up a god of
your own imagination is idolatry and a violation of God’s second
commandment (Exodus 20:4-6). Just because you have your own
opinion about Hell and God doesn’t make your opinion valid or
true. You could go stand blindfolded in the midst of a highway
with a big rig barreling your way proclaiming “I don’t believe in 18
wheelers” but it would not change the reality of your impending
fate. Trust the Creator of the universe. He is who He says He
is. God is real. Heaven is real. Hell is real. The Bible is the
most accurate book in all of history and God clearly, patiently, and
lovingly warns us about Hell so that we might repent and turn
to Him and thus experience everlasting life instead of everlasting
death and destruction.

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness,
but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish,

but that all should reach repentance. (2 Peter 3:9 ESV)

God ... desires all people to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of the truth. (1 Timothy 2:3-4)

What are some of the Biblical descriptions of Hell?

1. Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth (Matthew 24:51)

2.  Eternal Separation from God (2 Thessalonians 1:9)

3. Forever Destruction and Punishment (2 Thessalonians
1:9, Matthew 25:46)
Never-ending Physical, Mental, and Spiritual Torment
(Revelation 14:10-11)
Conscious Pain, Thirst, Sorrow (Luke 16:19-31)
Under God’s Wrath and Fury (John 3:36, Romans 2:8-9)
Constant Fire (Matthew 3:12, Mark 9:43-48, Luke 3:17,
Jude 7)
Undying Worms (Mark 9:48)
Utter Darkness (Jude 13)
Shame and Contempt (Daniel 12:2)
Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:10, 14-15; 21:8)
Second Death (Revelation 21:8)
Destination for the Devil and Demons (Matthew 25:41)
No rest (Revelation 14:11)

Don’t just take our word for it...read some of
the below Bible passages yourself...

- Romans 1:20-21 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since
the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So
they are without excuse. [21] For although they knew God, they
did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.

Matthew 25:41, 46 Then he will say to those on his left,
‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels. ... And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.




- Mark 9:43-48 And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is
better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to
hell, to the unquenchable fire. [45] And if your foot causes you to
sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two
feet to be thrown into hell. [47] And if your eye causes you to sin,
tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with
one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, [48] ‘Where
their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’

2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 when the Lord Jesus is revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels [8] in flaming fire, inflicting
vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. [9] They will suffer the
punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of
the Lord and from the glory of his might

- Daniel 12:2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt.

- Revelation 14:10-11 he also will drink the wine of God's wrath,
poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be
tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels
and in the presence of the Lamb. [11] And the smoke of their
torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or
night...

Revelation 20:10, 14-15 and the devil who had deceived them
was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and
the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever. ...[14] Then Death and Hades were thrown into
the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. [15] And
if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he
was thrown into the lake of fire.

Revelation 21:8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the
detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns
with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.

- John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever
does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God
remains on him.

- 2John 1:9 Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the
teaching of Christ, does not have God.

- 1John 2:23 No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever
confesses the Son has the Father also.

- Romans 2:15-16 They show that the work of the law is written
on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and
their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them [16] on
that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of
men by Christ Jesus.

Luke 16:19-31 There was a rich man who was clothed in
purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day.
[20] And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered
with sores, [21] who desired to be fed with what fell from the
rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his
sores. [22] The poor man died and was carried by the angels
to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried, [23]
and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw
Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. [24] And he called out,
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the
end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish
in this flame.’ [25] But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you
in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like
manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are
in anguish. [26] And besides all this, between us and you a great
chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from
here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there
to us.’ [27] And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to
my father's house—[28] for I have five brothers—so that he may
warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ [29]
But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them
hear them.’ [30] And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone




goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ [31] He said to him,
‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be
convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’

We do not like discussing Hell because it is an overwhelming reality,
but we can’t help but speak where God has so clearly spoken. Our hope
in considering your eternity or the eternity of others is that you
might more passionately and loving consider, believe, and share
the truths of Christ.

Check out NeedGod.com for more information

WHAT DOES THE
BIBLE SAY ABOUT
SALVATION?

What is salvation? Salvation is the process which God saves
mankind from sin. God has created all of humanity, but all of
humanity has consciously rebelled against Him and His purposes.
Mankind justly deserves God's wrath but God lovingly sent His
Son Jesus to die on the cross. Christ's death and resurrection from
the grave are the only means by which God's wrath upon sin is
satisfied. Salvation is referred to as the "Gospel" for it is the "good
news" that Christ has come to satisfy man's greatest need. Those
who repent from their sin, place their faith and trust in Christ, and
believe in His death on the cross and resurrection from the grave
receive the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ. Those who
remain in their sinful state will be forever separated from God
and under His just wrath in eternal death in Hell. God's offer of
salvation through the Gospel is extended to all humanity until the
day of one's death or until the day of His return and judgment.

How does salvation happen? God initiates and controls salvation.
Although God explains some of how salvation works, He does not
fully disclose all of the details. Terms such as election, calling,
regeneration, conversion, justification, adoption, sanctification,
perseverance, and glorification are all helpful for attempting to
understand the process of salvation.

(Romans 8:29-30) For those whom he foreknew he also




predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that
he might be the firstborn among many brothers. [30 | And those
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he
also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

"The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that
are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may
do all the words of this law. - Deuteronomy 29:29

"Salvation is from our side a choice; from the divine side it is a
seizing upon, an apprehending, a conquest by the Most High God.
Our accepting and willing are reactions rather than actions." A.W.
Tozer

How can I be sureI am saved? Check out “How Can I Be Sure I am

a Christian?” at www.trustworthyword.com/how-can-i-be-sure-

im-a-christian

- (Ephesians 1:13-14) In him you also, when you heard the word
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, [14] who is the guarantee
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise
of his glory.

(2 Peter 1:10) Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to

make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these
qualities, you will never fall.

How can I be saved? Check out “How Can I Become a Christian?”
at www.trustworthyword.com/how-can-i-become-a-christian

Why do some people believe they can simply make a one-
time decision, pray a prayer, walk an aisle, get baptized, and
be guaranteed Heaven? People who have this understanding may
not fully understand the Gospel call to “die to oneself” and may
not see that the Christian life is one of faithfully following Christ
in obedience for an eternity (Matthew 10:37-39, Luke 9:23-24,
9:57-62).

What is God’s role in salvation? God is the author and finisher of

our faith, sovereignly electing, calling, and giving spiritual life to

those whom He chooses.

- even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and blameless before him. (Ephesians
1:4)

- (John 6:44a) No one can come to me unless the Father who sent
me draws him.

What is my role in salvation? We are responsible for our sin and
are called to respond to His glory in repentance and belief. When
God regenerates my soul, I respond in faith-filled repentance and
belief, trusting and treasuring Christ above all else as my Lord and
Savior.

(John 1:12-13) But to all who did receive him, who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, [13 ] who
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will
of man, but of God.

"Since no man is excluded from calling upon God the gate of
salvation is open to all. There is nothing else to hinder us from
entering, but our own unbelief." - John Calvin

Do I need to pray a prayer to be saved? No special or formulaic
prayer is needed, but one should call upon God in repentance from
sin, belief in His crucifixion and resurrection, and trust in His
Lordship.

(Romans 10:9) because, if you confess with your mouth that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved.

- (Romans 10:13) everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will
be saved.

(Mark 1:14-15) “Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into
Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, ‘The time
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe
in the gospel.™

What about those who have never heard the Gospel? Without
hearing and believing upon the name of Jesus, there is no hope for
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eternity in Heaven. A life without Jesus leads to Hell.

- (Romans 10:14-15) How then will they call on him in whom
they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone preaching? [15] And how are they to preach unless they
are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those
who preach the good news!”

Can Ilose my salvation? True believers never fall away and never

are separated from Jesus. God provides assurance to those whom

are genuinely His children but warns that there will be many who
call upon Him by name, but never fully treasured Him more than
everything.

« (Romans 8:38-39) For I am sure that neither death nor life,
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come,
nor powers, [39] nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

- (1John 2:19) They went out from us, but they were not of us; for
if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But
they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of
us.

What about people who say they are Christians, but their lives
say otherwise? This is an example of false belief. True belief
always results in a changed life, bearing the fruit of God’s Spirit
(Galatians 5:16-26).

- (Matthew 7:21-23) “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will
of my Father who is in heaven. [22] On that day many will say
to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast
out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your
name?’ [23] And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

- (James 2:17,19) faith by itself, if it does not have works, is
dead... You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons

believe, and shudder!

Should we question our faith? We are called to test ourselves to

ensure we are genuine believers.

- (1John 2:3-4) And by this we know that we have come to know
him, if we keep his commandments. [4] Whoever says “I know
him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the
truth is not in him.

- (2 Corinthians 13:5) Examine yourselves, to see whether you
are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to
meet the test!

Is salvation by faith alone, or by faith plus works? Salvation is by
faith alone, through Christ’s work alone. True faith is evidenced
by good works that honor Christ’s name.

- (Ephesians 2:8-10) For by grace you have been saved through
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, [9] not
a result of works, so that no one may boast. [10] For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

- (James 2:26) For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also
faith apart from works is dead.

Is baptism necessary for salvation? No, but it is the first step of

obedience as a Christian.

- (Acts 2:37-38) Now when they heard this they were cut to the
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers,
what shall we do?" 38 And Peter said to them, "Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

- "God has promised forgiveness to your repentance, but He has
not promised tomorrow to your procrastination." - Augustine

What is the atonement? The atonement is a term used to
reference Jesus’ substitutional sacrifice on our behalf to pay the




price of our sinful rebellion against God in order to unite us with

Him forever.

- (John 10:15) Ilay down my life for the sheep.

« (2 Corinthians 5:21) For our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness
of God.

Why does it matter? The atonement matters for a correct
understanding of who God is and what He has done in His
provision for salvation. Our response to His goodness and offer of
salvation affects us for an eternity, whether in Heaven or Hell.

- (Colossians 2:14) by canceling the record of debt that stood
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to
the cross.

- "Is it not wonderful news to believe that salvation lies outside
ourselves?" — Martin Luther

Apart from Christ, what are the consequences of sin? The
consequence of our rebellion against God through sin is eternal
separation from Him in Hell.

(Ephesians 2:1-3) “As for you, you were dead in your
transgressions and sins, “in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom
of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are
disobedient. ’All of us also lived among them at one time,
gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of
wrath.”

“What Does the Bible Say about Hell?” -
www.trustworthyword.com/what-does-the-bible-say-about-hell

In Christ, what are the rewards of Christ’'s atonement? The
reward of our response to Jesus’ atonement through faith is
eternal union with Him in Heaven.

- (Isaiah 53:8-12) By oppression and judgment he was taken

away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut
off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of
my people?...[11b | by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my
servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear
their iniquities...[12b |because he poured out his soul to death
and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of
many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.

- (Romans 6:5) For if we have been united with him in a death like
his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like
his.

* (1John 5:13) I write these things to you who believe in the name
of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.

“What Does the Bible Say about Heaven?” -
www.trustworthyword.com/what-does-the-bible-say-about-
heaven




HOW CAN | BECOME
A CHRISTIAN?

1. Understand and believe that God is the Creator of
the Universe

God created us and has authority over us.

Colossians 1:16-17 "For by him all things were created,
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones
or dominions or rulers or authorities-all things were created
through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in
him all things hold together."

Hebrews 11:3 "By faith we understand that the universe was
created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made
out of things that are visible.”

We will give an answer for our lives.
Hebrews 9:27 "And just as it is appointed for man to die once,
and after that comes judgment"
Hebrews 4:13 "And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all
are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give
account.”

2. Acknowledge and confess your sinfulness

God's Commandments are His perfect standard of Holiness.
Romans 3:19-20 "Now we know that whatever the law says it

speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may
be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to
God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified
in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin."

Romans 3:23 "for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God”

James 2:10 “For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one
point has become accountable for all of it.”

Admit that you are not good. Turn away from you sin and turn
towards Christ.

Psalm 32:5 “I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover
my iniquity; I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.”

Romans 3:10-12 “None is righteous, no, not one; [11] no one
understands; no one seeks for God. [12] All have turned aside;
together they have become worthless; no one does good, not
even one.”

1 John 1:9-10 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
[10] If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us.”

3. Believe that Jesus died on the cross and rose from

the grave

Realize that Salvation is by Faith (trusting in Jesus, loving and

valuing Him more than anyone or anything) and not by works.

- Romans 6:23 "For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."

- Ephesians 2:8-9 "For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result
of works, so that no one may boast.”

- Mark 12:28-31 “And one of the scribes came up and heard them
disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them




well, asked him, ‘Which commandment is the most important of
all?’ [29] Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. [30] And you shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength.’[31] The second is
this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other
commandment greater than these.”

Affirm that Jesus is God and is the Only Way of Salvation. Salvation
is not possible by obedience in Judaism, not through Mohammed's
revelation of Allah (Islam), not through Buddhism or Hinduism,
not by good works, and not through Jehovah's Witnesses or
Mormonism. Salvation is only available through Jesus.

- John 14:6 "Jesus said to him, 'Tam the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me."

. Acts 4:12 "And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which we must
be saved."

- 1John 2:23 "No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever
confesses the Son has the Father also."

4. Call out to Jesus in prayer to be in charge of your life
Publicly place your trust and faith in Him.
Acts 16:30-31 Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what

must I do to be saved?” [31] And they said, “Believe in the Lord
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”

Romans 10:9-10 “if you confess with your mouth that Jesus
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. [10] For with the heart one believes and is
justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.”

- Romans 10:13 “For ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved.”

Submit and yield to His Lordship. Let Him be in control of your life.
Acts 2:37-38 “Now when they heard this they were cut to the
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heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Brothers,
what shall we do?’ [38] And Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

Matthew 16:24-26 “Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If anyone
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me. [25] For whoever would save his life (1) will lose
it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. [26] For what
will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his
soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?”

Now What? If you have chosen to believe that Jesus Christ is
God, died on the cross, and rose from the grave and have truly
yielded control of your life to Him, you are a Christian and
follower of Jesus. Here is what to do next...

Walk with Jesus in Fellowship with Other Believers

1. Proclaim Christ's Lordship over your life through Baptism
Acts 2:38 "And Peter said to them, 'Repent and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."
See “What does the Bible say about Baptism?” on
TrustworthyWord.com
-www.trustworthyword.com/what-does-the-bible-say-about-
baptism

2. Read your Bible to grow in your knowledge and love of Christ
See “How to Study the Bible?” on TrustworthyWord.com
- www.trustworthyword.com/how-to-study-the-bible

3. Pray consistently and daily to relate more with Jesus

See “What Does the Bible Say God is Like?” and “What Does the

Bible Say about Christian Identity?” on TrustworthyWord.com
http://www.trustworthyword.com/what-does-the-bible-say-
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god-is-like
http://www.trustworthyword.com/what-does-the-bible-say-
about-christian-identity

4. Connect with a biblically faithful church family
Hebrews 10:25-26 "And let us consider how to stir up one
another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another,
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”
See “What Does the Bible Say about Church Membership?” on
TrustworthyWord.com
http://www.trustworthyword.com/what-does-the-bible-say-
about-church-membership

5. Speak and Demonstrate God's Love
Ephesians 2:10 "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.”
See “What Does the Bible Say about Love?” on
TrustworthyWord.com
http://www.trustworthyword.com/what-does-the-bible-say-
about-love

6. Listen to and Obey God's Commands

Hebrews 10:26-27 "For if we go on sinning deliberately after
receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a
sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, and
a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries."

1 Peter 1:15-16 "but as he who called you is holy, you also be
holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, 'You shall be holy,
for I am holy.”"

See “What Does the Bible Say about Sin?” and “What Does the Bible
Say about Sanctification?” on TrustworthyWord.com
http://www.trustworthyword.com/what-does-the-bible-say-
about-sin
http://www.trustworthyword.com/what-does-the-bible-say-
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COMMON
OBJECTIONS TO
THE GOSPEL

What about people who've never heard about Jesus? Will

they go to Hell?
What about other religions: Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and
tribal religions? A person doesn’t go to Hell for failing to hear
the Gospel, they go to hell for failing to obey God’s law. Consider

if a man jumped out of a plane without a parachute. He doesn’t
die primarily because he doesn’t have a parachute. The reason he
dies is because he violates the law of gravity...which brings him
to his death. If a person dies without Christ, it is because he has
transgressed the law of God...ignorance is not excuse. If we really
care about those who have not heard about Jesus, we need to first
come to Christ, and take His name, the only name which offers
hope of salvation....to the ends of the earth.

. My god is a god of love and forgiveness who doesn’t send
someone to hell.

This is an example of idolatry...a violation of the 2™
commandment. Crafting a god of our own imagination, in our
own image, or a god we are comfortable with. We cannot separate
God’s justice from God’s love. He does judge the wicked and the
immoral by their transgression of the law, and their sentence is
eternal death and suffering in a very real Hell. This same God, we
learn from Romans 5:8, loved us so much, that while we were still
rebels and enemies, sent His son to die for us.
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- Why is there so much suffering?

We all go through suffering. All of us have been hurt by the
sinfulness of others, the consequences of living in a fallen world,
and by our own sinfulness. We need to have faith in God, knowing
and trusting that He is in control, and that His good plan includes
an eternal rescue from sin, suffering, and death. Itis good to ask
these deep questions, I would recommend www.gotquestions.org
to dig deeply into this and similar tough questions. Ultimately
God sent this message here today to help save you from eternal
suffering. Thisis God’s love.

- I'malready saved.

God tells us to test ourselves to see if we are in the faith. Have our
lives changed? Do we desire to hear God’s voice through the Bible?
Are we obedient to God’s commands? Do we see the fruits of God’s
Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control) in our lives? (Galatians 5:22-24) Or do
we see the works of the flesh in our lives (sexual immorality,
impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy,
fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness,
orgies, and things like these)? (Galatians 5:19-21) Do we
desperately seek Him in prayer? Do we see righteousness being
produced by God in our lives? Are we quick to forgive? Do we love
others?
SEE “How Can I Be Sure I Am a Christian?” on
TrustworthyWord.com
- http://www.trustworthyword.com/how-can-i-be-sure-im-a-
christian
When you see a doctor and you are sick, what does he do? He
assesses the symptoms, shoots straight with you, and tells you
about your disease and any possible cures. The Bible clearly
speaks to any symptoms of ongoing, unrepentant sin in our lives.
Matthew 7:21 “I never knew you.” Test yourselves.
. Idon’tbelieve in God.
Just because we don’'t believe something doesn’t make it




disappear. Put on a blindfold and stand in front of a large truck on
a highway, saying I don’t believe the truck exists. I know there is
no such thing as an atheist. No such thing as an atheist at 25,000
ft in crazy turbulence. Look at a painting, do you say, look what
coincidentally formed by chance over a ridiculously long period of
time? No. You see a painting; you know there is a painter. You see
a building; you know there is a builder. You see the Creation and
you know there is a Creator.

. I don’t believe the Bible is God’s Word.

You are right the Bible was written by men. When you
write a letter, do you write, or does the pen? Men are God’s
instruments to write the Bible. The Bible is the most accurate
piece of literature in all of history...scientifically, historically,
prophetically, archaeologically, and documentary or manuscript
evidence. Find an error. We’ve searched. We can’t find any.

- I confess my sins and say I'm sorry all the time.

Consider civil law. If someone is guilty of a serious crime, when

they come to trial, if they just say “I'm sorry” to the judge, do
you think he’ll just let her go? That’s not fair. Only a corrupt
or unrighteous judge would let a guilty person free without a
penalty. Thelaw hasbeen broken. Justice demands a punishment.
We can’t just say we are sorry. We can’t be “good enough” to
overcome our crimes. We need Jesus to pay for the penalty for our
sin.

. I'velied, but that doesn’t make me a bad person.

On moral issues...it only takes one commission of a crime to be
labeled a criminal. One murder = a murderer. One lie = liar.
One theft = a thief. One lust = adulterer. It is human nature to
trivialize sin, but sin is serious. God tells us in James 2:10 that
anyone who is guilty of one sin is guilty of all sin.

- Christianity is narrow-minded.

The Bible is clear that there is only one way. Jesus says in John
14:6, “I am the way and the truth and the life, no one comes to
the Father except through me.” In Acts 4:12 we learn that there

is only one “name under heaven given among men by which we
must be saved.” Iyou don’'t have the Son, don’t have the Father.
You're right, without Jesus, no hope for your transgression of the
law. Jesus has the power to forgive sins...He openly offers that
exclusive path to salvation to all who hear...would you reject Him?
Put your faith in Him?

- Idon’t agree with you.

No one knows when they will face death. Did you know that
150,000 people die every 24 hours? That is not a scare tactic, that
is reality. And after death there is guaranteed judgment. Jesus
speaks of the rich man and Lazarus, the rich man who is in Hell
becomes desperate to tell his family about Jesus. Read Romans
2:4 — We plead with you to realize you are storing up wrath
for yourself for the day of judgment...don’t presume upon God’s
patience and kindness. Get right with the Lord. Consider our
motives...we just want you to know and love Jesus and find eternal
life. Paul in Romans 9 explains that he wishes he could sacrifice
his own salvation for the salvation of someone else...but it doesn’t
work that way. You must decide.

THE BOTTOM LINE? There is no good objection for failing to
follow Christ as your Lord. Do you have a good reason for putting
Him off any longer?

Check out these resources for more answers!
- needgod.com
- gotquestions.org

- “Evidence for Jesus” on TrustworthyWord.com
www.trustworthyword.com/evidence-for-jesus




HOW CAN | BE SURE
| AM A CHRISTIAN?

“Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the
faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?— unless indeed

you fail to meet the test!” (2 Corinthians 13:5, ESV)

1. Did a work start in you? if you confess with your mouth that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9)
1. And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work
in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
(Philippians 1:6)

2. Have you experienced God’s Spirit in you? In him you also,
when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire
possession of it, to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:13-14)

3. Is there fruit of God’s Spirit growing in you? (Read the
book of 1 John)

1. Do you enjoy having fellowship w/Christ & Christians? (1 John
1:3)

2. Would people say you walk in the light or darkness? (1 John
1:6-7)

3. Do you admit and confess your sin? (1 John 1:8)

4. Are you obedient to God's Word? (1 John 2:3-5)

5. Does your life indicate you love God or the world? (1 John 2:15)
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6.Is your life characterized by "doing what is right"? (1 John 2:29)

7. Do you seek to maintain a pure life? (1 John 3:3)

8. Do you see a decreasing pattern of sin in your life? (1 John 3:5-6)
[i.e., not continuing in sin as a way of life, not a total absence of
sin.]

9. Do you demonstrate love for other Christians? (1 John 3:14)

10. Do you "walk the walk," vs just "talking the talk"? (1Jn 3:18-19)
11. Do you maintain a clear conscience? (1 John 3:21)

12. Do you experience victory in your Christian walk? (1 John 5:4)

4. Do you endure in the faith? They went out from us, but
they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have
continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain
that they all are not of us. (1 John 2:19)




Works of the Flesh vs. Fruits of the Spirit:
What best describes you?
The “works of the flesh” are evidence for
unbelief and an eternity in Hell.
The “fruit of the Spirit” evidences God’s saving work
and eternity with Christ. (Galatians 5:16-24)

[19] Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality,
impurity, sensuality, [20] idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife,
jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, [21] envy,
drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as  warned
you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God.

[22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law. [24] And those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

Parable of the Sower:
What category of “soil” best describes your
response to the good news about Jesus?
(Matthew 13:19-23 ESV)

1. [19] When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown
along the path.

. [20] As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy,
[21] yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while,
and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of
the word, immediately he falls away.

. [22] As for what was sown among thorns, this is the
one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and
the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves
unfruitful.

Only the fourth ("good") soil below describes a genuine Christian.

1. [23] As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who
hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit
and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and
in another thirty.

Do You See These Three
Characteristics In Your Life?

The Book of 1 John Helps Us to See Characteristics
of Truly Converted and Saved Souls.
I write these things to you who believe in
the name of the Son of God
that you may know that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:13)

1. Obedience to God's Commands?
If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. (1 John 1:6)
Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but
whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected.
By this we may know that we are in him: whoever says he abides
in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. (1
John 2:4-6)

. If one turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is

an abomination. (Proverbs 28:9)

- No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps

on sinning has either seen him or known him. (1 John 3:6)

- By thisitis evident who are the children of God, and who are the

children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is
not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. (1 John
3:10)

- For thisis thelove of God, that we keep his commandments. And
his commandments are not burdensome. (1 John 5:3)




2. Forgiveness?
Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in
darkness. (1 John 2:9)
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. EV I D E N C E FO R J E S U S
(Matt 6:14-15)
3. Love?

. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. (1
John 2:15)

INTERNAL EVIDENCE (inside the Bible)
Attests to Jesus’ Deity, Existence & Death
Scriptural Consistency, Prophetic Claims, Eyewitness Accounts,
Internal Consistency, Corroborating & Circumstantial Evidence
» No one who denies the Son has the Father. (1 John 2:23) Archaeological Congruence & Evidence, Scientific Evidence,

But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially Jesus' Claims of Deity, Disciples Claims of Deity Jesus Predicts
for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is His Death & Resurrection — Mk 8:31-33. 9:30-32: Mt 20:17-19

worse than an unbeliever. (1 Timothy 5:8)
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. Prophecies and Fulfillment of Christ
(1John 4:8) . Offspring of a Woman - Genesis 3:15, Luke 2:7,
Revelation 12:5
Offspring of Abraham - Genesis 18:18, Acts 3:25,
Matthew 1:1, Luke 3:34
Offspring of Isaac — Genesis 17:19, Matthew 1:2, Luke
3:34
Offspring of Jacob — Numbers 24:17, Genesis 28:14, Luke
3:34, Matthew 1:2
Descended from the Tribe of Judah - Genesis 49:10, Luke
3:33, Matthew 1:2-3
Heir to the Throne of David - Isaiah 9:7, 11:1-5, 2 Samuel
7:13, Jeremiah 23:5, Matt1:1,6, Luke 1:32-33
Born in Bethlehem — Micah 5:2, Matthew 2:1, Luke 2:4-7
Time of Birth — Daniel 9:25, Luke 2:1-2, 2:3-7
. BornofaVirgin-Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:18, Luke 1:26-35
10. Slaughter of Infants - Jeremiah 31:15, Matthew 2:16-18
11. Escapeinto Egypt - Hosea 11:1, Matthew 2:14-15
12. A PROPHET, LIKE MOSES - Deuteronomy 18:15, John
1:45,16:15, Acts 3:19-26




13. Ministry in Galilee - Isaiah 9:1-2, Matthew 4:12-16

14. Priest Like Melchizedek - Psalm 110:4, Zechariah
6:12-13, Hebrews 6:20, 5:5-6, 7:15-17

15. Rejected by Jews—Isaiah 53:3,Psalm 2:2,John 1:11, 5:43,
Luke 4:29,17:25

16. Characteristics —Isaiah 11:2, Psalm 45:7, Luke 2:52,4:18

17. Triumphal Entry - Zechariah 9:9, Isaiah 62:11, John
12:13-14, Matthew 21:1-11

18. Betrayed by a Friend - Psalm 41:9, Mark 14:10

19. Sold for 30 Pieces of Silver, Potter’s Field — Zechariah
11:12-13, Matthew 26:15,27:6-7

20. Judas’ Position Replaced — Psalm 109:7, Acts 1:18-20

21. False Witnesses’ Accused Him - Psalm 27:12, Matthew
26:60-61

22. Silent When Accused -Isaiah 53:5, Matthew 26:62-63

23. Struck and Spit Upon -Isaiah 50:6, Mark 14:65

24. Hated Without Cause — Psalm 69:4, John 15:23

25. Suffered Vicariously —Isaiah 53:4, Matthew 8:16-17

26. Hands and Feet Pierced — Psalm 22:16, John 20:27

27. Crucified With Sinners —Isaiah 53:12, Matthew 27:38

28. Mocked and Insulted - Psalm 22:6-8, Matthew 27:39-40

29. Given Gall and Vinegar - Psalm 69:21, John 19:29

30. Hears Prophetic Words Used As Mockery — Psalm 22:8,
Matthew 27:43

31. Prays for His Enemies - Psalm 109:4, Luke 23:34

32. Side Pierced - Zechariah 12:10, John 19:34

33. Soldiers Cast Lots for His Clothes - Psalm 22:18,
Matthew 15:24

34. Not a Bone to Be Broken — Psalm 34:20, John 19:33

35. Buried With the Rich - Isaiah 53:9, Matthew 27:57-60

36. Resurrection —Psalm 16:10, Matthew 28:9

37. Ascension into Heaven - Psalm 68:18, Luke 24:50

Do you know the odds of Jesus fulfilling just 8 prophecies? Itis 1in 10
to the 17th power (1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000).

Do you know the odds of Jesus fulfilling just 48 prophecies? Itis 1in 10
to the 157th power, (or 1 in
10,00,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,0
00,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,00
0,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,0
00).

Consider the odds for all 300+ prophecies
(www.accordingtothescriptures.org/
prophecy/353prophecies.html)

“Iam trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing
that people often say about Him: I'm ready to accept Jesus as a
great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God.

That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was
merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be
a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level
with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be
the Devil of Hell.

You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is,
the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can
shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon
or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us
not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great
human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend
to.”

- C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

“The Bible was written over a span of 1500 years by forty
different human authors in three different languages (Hebrew,
Aramaic, and Greek), on hundreds of subjects. And yet there is
one consistent, non-contradictory theme that runs through it
all: God’s redemption of humankind.” Hank Hanegraaff in “Bible
Reliability”

http://www.equip.org/articles/bible-reliability-m-a-




p-s-to-guide-you-through-bible-reliability/ Is Jesus Really God’s Son?
Whoever speaks the truth gives honest evidence, but a
false witness utters deceit. (Proverbs 12:17 ESV)

If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all
people most to be pitied. (1 Corinthians 15:19 ESV)

but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it
with gentleness and respect, (1 Peter 3:15 ESV)

Baptism - Mark 1:9-11

I AM Statements — Mark 14:62, John 4:26, 8:58, 18:6, Exodus
3:14, Isaiah 4:45

Immanuel - Matthew 1:23

See God - Matthew 5:8

Seen Me, Seen Father - John 14:7

Image of the Invisible God -John 1, Col 1:15-16

Father and I Are One - John 10:30

Alpha and Omega, Beginning and the End - Revelation 1:8,
22:20

Making Self Equal with God - John 5:18

Shares God’s Glory - John 17:5-6

He Is the New Temple - John 2:18-19

He Is the Law Giver — Matthew 5-7

Great High Priest - Hebrews 4:14

Was Jesus More Than Just a Good Man?
Virgin Birth - Matthew 1:18, Luke 1:26-35
Fulfillment of Prophecies — Ps 22, Isaiah 53:1-12
Angels Worship Him — Hebrews 1:6

Reception of Worship - John 9:38,20:28
Transfiguration - Matthew 17:1-13

Claim of Disciples - John 20:28-29 - Thomas
Without Sin - Hebrews 4:15

Forgives Sin - John 9:2-6

WX Now AW




10. Raising Others from the Dead - John 11:1-46
11. Resurrection and Ascension — Mt 28:1-15, Acts 1:4-11,
Luke 23 & 24

EXTERNAL EVIDENCE (outside the Bible)
Attests to Jesus’ Deity, Existence & Death
Manuscript & Bibliographical Evidence, Eyewitness
Accounts, Corroborating & Circumstantial Evidence,
Archaeological Evidence, & Scientific Evidence
Below quotes from: Paul Maier in Did Jesus Really
Exist? & Joseph and Josephus www.4truth.net , also:
The Case for the Real Jesus by: Lee Strobel

“there is more evidence that Jesus of Nazareth certainly
lived than for most famous figures of the ancient
past” Paul L. Maier, The Russell H. Seibert Professor of
Ancient History, Western Michigan University

The Manuscript & Bibliographical Evidence:

Ancient Works vs. Bible

Author

Work

Date
Writte
n

Earliest
Manuscr
ipts

Numbe
r of
Manus
cripts

Homer

Iliad

800 BC

c. 400
BC

1,757

Herodot
us

History

480-
425 BC

10thC

109

Sophocle
s

Plays

496-
406 BC

3rd CBC

193

Plato

Tetralo
gies

400 BC

895

210

Caesar

Gallic
Wars

100-44
BC

9thC

251

Livy

History
of Rome

59 BC-
AD 17

Early
5thC

150

Tacitus

Annals

AD 100

1st
half:85
0, 2nd:
1050
(AD
1100)

2 +31
15%C

Pliny, the
Elder

Natural
History

5thC
fragme
nt: 1;
Rem.
14-
15th C




Thucydi
des

History

3rd C
BC (AD
900)

Demosth
enes

Speech

Some

es fragme
nts
from 1
C.BC.
(AD
1100)

New AD50- | AD130 5,795
Testam 100 (or less)
ent

NOTE: This does not even show the Old Testament manuscript
evidence (Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint, Massoretic, etc) or the
thousands of other New Testament manuscripts available
in other languages and ancient time periods (24,000+
total NT manuscripts, 5795 Greek mss, 8,000-10,000
Latin mss, 8,000 Ethiopic, Slavic & Armenian).
www.equip.org/articles/the-bibliographical-
test-updated/#christian-books-2
www.leaderu.com/orgs/probe/docs/bib-docu.html

“We have more than 14,000 manuscripts and fragments of the
0Old Testament of three main types: (a) approximately 10,000
from the Cairo Geniza (storeroom) find of 1897, dating back as
far as about AD. 800; (b) about 190 from the Dead Sea Scrolls
find of 1947-1955, the oldest dating back to 250-200 B.C.; and
(c) atleast 4,314 assorted other copies. The short time between

the original Old Testament manuscripts (completed around 400

B.C.) and the first extensive copies (about 250 B.C.) — coupled
with the more than 14,000 copies that have been discovered
— ensures the trustworthiness of the Old Testament text. The
earliest quoted verses (Num. 6:24-26) date from 800-700 B.C.”

www.equip.org/articles/bible-reliability-m-a-p-
s-to-guide-you-through-bible-reliability

"The interval, then, between the dates of original composition
and the earliest extant evidence becomes so small as to be
in fact negligible, and the last foundation for any doubt
that the Scriptures have come down to us substantially
as they were written has now been removed. Both the
authenticity and the general integrity of the books of the
New Testament may be regarded as finally established." -
Sir Frederic G. Kenyon, The Bible and Archaeology,
former director and principal librarian of the British Museum

CHRISTIAN HISTORICAL EVIDENCE
Early Church Fathers (ccel.org) all of the early church pastors
and leaders establish consistency of the message and personal
testimony and witness of the apostles and disciples of Christ

Justin Martyr (early Christian convert): “Born of pagan parents
around A.D. 100 in Nablus (between Judea and Galilee), Justin
tried and abandoned various philosophical schools until he found
in Christianity the one true teaching. As a native of the Holy Land,
Justin mentions sites associated with Jesus, such as the Bethlehem
grotto in which he was born, and even such details as Jesus
working as an apprentice carpenter in the shop of his foster father
Joseph, where they specialized in producing such agricultural
implements as yokes for oxen and plows.” (Paul Maier from http://
www.4truth.net )

JEWISH HISTORICAL EVIDENCE
Sacred Jewish Writings spell Jesus’ name accurately in Amaraic (the
spoken language of the day, “Yeshua Hannotzri”"—Joshua (Jesus)
of Nazareth), writing of his arrest warrant in the Mishna (earliest
collection of writings in the Talmud) “He shall be stoned because
he has practiced sorcery and lured Israel to apostasy. Anyone who
can say anything in his favor, let him come forward and plead on
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his behalf. Anyone who knows where he is, let him declare it to the
Great Sanhedrin in Jerusalem.”

The Babylonian Talmud (Sanhedrin 43a) “confirms Jesus'
crucifixion on the eve of Passover and the accusations against
Christ of practicing sorcery and encouraging Jewish apostasy.”

Jewish History: Flavius Josephus a famous Jewish historian
mentions "Jesus who is called the Christ" twice in his Jewish
Antiquities. In the second of these, he tells of the death of Jesus'
half-brother James the Just of Jerusalem (20:200). In the longest
first-century non-biblical reference to Christ,

Josephus writes: “At this time there was a wise man called Jesus,
and his conduct was good, and he was known to be virtuous. Many
people among the Jews and the other nations became his disciples.
Pilate condemned him to be crucified and to die. But those who
had become his disciples did not abandon his discipleship. They
reported that he had appeared to them three days after his
crucifixion and that he was alive. Accordingly, he was perhaps the
Messiah, concerning whom the prophets have reported wonders.
And the tribe of the Christians, so named after him, has not
disappeared to this day.” (18:63)

SECULAR HISTORICAL EVIDENCE

Cornelius Tacitus, “one of the most reliable source historians of
first-century Rome, wrote in his Annals a year-by-year account of
events in the Roman Empire under the early Caesars. Among the
highlights that he reports for the year A.D. 64 was the great fire
of Rome. People blamed the emperor Nero for this conflagration
since it happened ‘on his watch,’ but in order to save himself, Nero
switched the blame to ‘the Christians,’ which is the first time they
appear in secular history. Careful historian that he was, Tacitus
then explains who ‘the Christians’ were: ‘Christus, the founder
of the name, had undergone the death penalty in the reign of
Tiberius, by sentence of the procurator Pontius Pilatus’ (15:44).
He then goes on to report the horrors that were inflicted on the
Christians in what became their first Roman persecution.”
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“Tacitus, it should be emphasized, was not some Christian
historian who was trying to prove that Jesus Christ really lived,
but a pagan who despised Christians as a ‘disease,’ a term he
uses later in the passage. Had Jesus never even existed, he would
have been the first to expose that pathetic phantom on whom
such cultists placed their trust. Were no other references to
Jesus available, this passage alone would have been sufficient to
establish his historicity. Skeptics realize this, and so have tried
every imaginable means to discredit this passage—but to no avail.
Manuscript analysis and computer studies have never found any
reason to call this sentence into question, nor its context.”

Gaius Suetonius Tranquillus also recorded events of the first
century in his famous Lives of the Twelve Caesars. He, too,
regarded the Christians as a sect "professing a new and
mischievous religious belief" (Nero 16) and doubtless cited
"Chrestus" (Claudius 25).

Pliny the Younger “was the Roman governor of Bithynia—today,
the northwestern corner of Turkey—and about the year 110 he
wrote the emperor Trajan (98-117 A.D.), asking what to do about
the Christians, a ‘wretched cult’ whom he mentions eight times
in his letter. Christ himself is cited three times, the most famous
instance referring to Christians ‘.who met on a fixed day to
chant verses alternately among themselves in honor of Christ,
as if to a god...’ (Letter No. 96). Trajan's response, interestingly
enough, suggests that Christians not be hunted out. (Ibid., No.
97). But again, if Christ were only a mythical character, these
hostile sources would have been the first to emblazon that fact in
derision.”

Below references are from: www.gotquestions.org/
did-Jesus-exist.html

Julius Africanus “quotes the historian Thallus in a discussion of
the darkness which followed the crucifixion of Christ (Extant
Writings, 18).”




Lucian of Samosata “was a second-century Greek writer who
admits that Jesus was worshiped by Christians, introduced new
teachings, and was crucified for them. He said that Jesus'
teachings included the brotherhood of believers, the importance
of conversion, and the importance of denying other gods.
Christians lived according to Jesus’ laws, believed themselves to
be immortal, and were characterized by contempt for death,
voluntary self-devotion, and renunciation of material goods.”

Mara Bar-Serapion “confirms that Jesus was thought to be a wise
and virtuous man, was considered by many to be the king of
Israel, was put to death by the Jews, and lived on in the teachings
of His followers.”

“Then we have all the Gnostic writings (The Gospel of Truth,
The Apocryphon of John, The Gospel of Thomas, The Treatise
on Resurrection, etc.) that all mention Jesus. ... In fact, we can
almost reconstruct the gospel just from early non-Christian sources:

Jesus was called the Christ (Josephus), did “magic,” led Israel into
new teachings, and was hanged on Passover for them (Babylonian
Talmud) in Judea (Tacitus), but claimed to be God and would
return (Eliezar), which his followers believed, worshiping Him as
God (Pliny the Younger).”

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE
www.bibleplaces.com - photographs & descriptions of
archaeological sites that evidence and corroborate the Bible
www.blog.bibleplaces.com - ongoing discoveries and
archaeological updates

“TOP TEN BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLGY DISCOVERIES”
from the Biblical Archeology Society by James Brashler, Jane
Cahill West, Ze’ev Meshel, John Monson, Hershel Shanks,
Suzanne F. Singer, Lawrence E. Stager, James F. Strange
(Available from http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/
free-ebooks/ )

The Nag Hammadi Library - Codices Shed New Light on Early
Christian History
The New ‘Ain Dara Temple: Closest Solomonic Parallel
The Tel Dan (“David”) Stela
Mona Lisa of the Galilee
“Yahweh and His Asherah” The Kuntillet ‘Ajrud Ostraca
St. Peter’s House: Has the House Where Jesus Stayed in
Capernaum Been Found?
The Siloam Pool: Where Jesus Cured the Blind Man
Ashkelon’s Arched Gate: When Canaanites and Philistines
Ruled Ashkelon
Jerusalem’s Stepped-Stone Structure: Jerusalem in David and
Solomon’s Time
Jerusalem’s Babylonian Siege Tower: Remains of the
Babylonian Siege

More Amazing Archaeological Discoveries
A Common Flood Story, The Code of Hammurabi, The Nuzi
Tablets, The Existence of Hittites, The Merneptah Stele,
Biblical Cities Attested Archaeologically, Shishak’s Invasion of
Judah, The Moabite Stone, Obelisk of Shalmaneser III, Burial
Plaque of King Uzziah, Hezekiah’s Siloam Tunnel Inscription,
The Sennacherib Prism, The Cylinder of Cyrus the Great
(Available from: http://www.equip.org/articles/
biblical-archaeology-factual-evidence-to-
support-the-historicity-of-the-bible/ )

RESOURCES FOR FUTURE STUDY

What does God say through the Bible?
www.gotquestions.org — almost 400,000 answers
to life, spiritual, and Bible questions.

Is Christianity True?
I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist — by Norman
Geisler and Frank Turek, shows how there is more evidence for




Christianity than evolution/naturalism

- The Case for Christ — by Lee Strobel - simply explains much of the
evidence for Christianity

- Scientific Facts in the Bible: 100 Reasons to Believe the Bible is
Supernatural in Origin by Ray Comfort

- The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict by Josh McDowell

Creation vs. Evolution

- www.evolutionvsgod.com - A 38-minute video, with over 1.7
million views, of interviews with atheist professors and scholars
concerning their beliefs in evolution.

- www.answersingenesis.org - Provides answers to questions
about the Bible regarding issues such as creation, evolution,
science, and the age of the earth

- www.reasons.org - explains scientific discoveries and shows
how they continue to evidence the truthfulness of Scripture

- Where the Conflict Really Lies: Science, Religion & Naturalism by
Alvin Plantiga

Archaeological Evidence
www.bibleplaces.com - www.blog.bibleplaces.com
- www.biblicalarchaeology.org/free-ebooks

Comparison of Christianity with other World Religions
www.4truth.net — A reasoned approach to Christianity

Additional Resources
- Life's Ultimate Questions: An Introduction to Philosophy by Ronald
H. Nash
- Reasonable Faith: Christian Truth and Apologetics by William Lane
Craig
- Reasons for Faith: Making a Case for the Christian Faith Norman L.
Geisler and Chad V. Meister

SALVATION QUOTES
AND TERMS

“Keep a close watch on yourself and on the
teaching. Persist in this, for by
so doing you will save both yourself and your
hearers.” 1 Timothy 4:16

Here are some helpful quotes and terms that will guide you as you
seek to understand God’s scriptural truth on salvation.

Helpful Quotes on Salvation

“Salvation is from our side a choice; from the divine side it is a
seizing upon, an apprehending, a conquest by the Most High God.
Our accepting and willing are reactions rather than actions."

AW. Tozer

"Since no man is excluded from calling upon God the gate of
salvation is open to all. There is nothing else to hinder us from
entering, but our own unbelief." - John Calvin

"God has promised forgiveness to your repentance, but He has not
promised tomorrow to your procrastination." - Augustine

"Is it not wonderful news to believe that salvation lies outside
ourselves?" — Martin Luther

“I am myself persuaded that the points of the Calvinist alone is
right upon some points, and the Arminian alone is right upon
others. There is a great deal of truth in the positive side of both
systems, and a great deal of error in the negative side of both

75




systems. If I were asked, ‘Why is a man damned?’ I should answer
as an Arminian answers, ‘He destroys himself’. I should not dare
to lay man’s ruin at the door of divine sovereignty. On the other
hand, if I were asked, ‘Why is a man saved?’ I could only give the
Calvinist answer, ‘He is saved through the sovereign grace of God,
and not at all of himself.”” — Charles Spurgeon

A Helpful Term.
Antinomy : a contradiction between two apparently equally valid
principles or between inferences correctly drawn from such
principles 2 : a fundamental and apparently unresolvable conflict
or contradiction

(Greek avtti-, against, plus vopog, law) literally means the mutual
incompatibility, real or apparent, of two laws. It is a term used in
logic and epistemology.

Essential Theological Terms

Here are some important, foundational theological
terms, that are defined by Wayne Grudem’s in his
book Systematic Theology. If you are ever looking for a
comprehensive resource to understand what the whole
Bible says about a particular topic, Systematic Theology by
Grudem is your best investment of time and money!

“Order of Salvation: A theological term referring to a list of the
events in which God applies salvation to us in the specific order in
which they are believed to occur in our lives (sometimes referred
to by the Latin phrase ordu salutis).”

NOTE: the terms below are shared in alphabetical
order. A simple way of seeing the order of salvation
is offered here: http://www.challies.com/visual-theology/
visual-theology-the-order-of-salvation and described simply
as Election, Calling, Regeneration, Conversion, Justification,
Adoption, Sanctification, Perseverance, Glorification.

“Adoption: An act of God whereby he makes us members of His
family.”

“Conversion: Our willing response to the gospel call, in which we
sincerely repent of our sins and place our trust in Christ for
salvation.”

“Effective Calling: An Act of God the Father, speaking through the
human proclamation of the Gospel, in which He summons people
to Himself in such a way that they respond in saving faith.”

“Election: An Act of God before creation in which He chooses some
people to be saved, not on account of any foreseen merit in them,
but only because of His sovereign good pleasure.”

“Free Will: (a) with respect to God: All things that God decided to
will but had no necessity to will according to His nature. (b) with
respect to man: The ability to make willing choices that have real
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effects (however, other people define this in other ways, including
the ability to make choices that are not determined by God).”

“Foreknowledge: Relating to the doctrine of election, the personal,
relational knowledge by which God thought of certain people in
a saving relationship to Himself before creation. This is to be
distinguished from mere knowledge of facts about a person.”

“Glorification: The final act in the application of redemption. It
will happen when Christ returns and raises from the dead the
bodies of all believers for all time who have died, and reunites
them with their souls, and changes the bodies of all believers who
remain alive, thereby giving all believers at the same time perfect
resurrection bodies like His own.”

“Grace: God’s goodness towards those who deserve who deserve
only punishment.”

“Inherited Corruption: The sinful nature, or tendency to sin, which
all people inherit because of Adam’s sin (often referred to as
‘original pollution’). This idea entails that (1) in our natures we
totally lack spiritual good before God; and (2) in our actions we are
totally unable to do spiritual good before God.”

“Irresistible Grace: A term that refers to the fact that God effectively
calls people and also gives them regeneration, both of which
guarantee that we will respond in saving faith. This term is
subject to misunderstanding since it seems to imply that people do
not make a voluntary, willing choice in responding to the gospel.”

“Justification: An instantaneous legal act of God in which He
(1) thinks of our sins as forgiven and Christ’s righteousness as
belonging to us, and (2) declares us to be righteous in His sight.”

“Limited Grace or Particular Redemption: The Reformed view that
Christ’s death actually paid for the sins of those whom he knew
would ultimately be saved. A preferable term for this view is
‘particular redemption’ in that the power of the atonement is not
limited, but rather it is fully effective for particular people.”
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“Mercy: God’s goodness towards those in misery and distress.”

“Perseverance of the Saints: The doctrine that all those who are
truly ‘born again’ will be kept by God’s power and will persevere
as Christians until the end of their lives and that only those who
persevere until the end have been truly ‘born again.”

“Penal Substitution: The view that Christ in his death bore the just
penalty of God for our sins as a substitute for us.”

“Predestination: Another term for ‘election’; in Reformed theology
generally, this is a broader term that includes not only election
(for believers), but also reprobation (for nonbelievers).”

“Propitiation: A sacrifice that bear’s God’s wrath to the end and in
so doing changes God’s wrath

“Reconciliation: The removal of enmity and the restoration of
fellowship between two parties.”

“Redemption: Christ’s saving work viewed as an act of ‘buying
back’ sinners out of their bondage to sin and to Satan through the
payment of a ransom (though the analogy should not be pressed
to specify anyone to whom a ransom was paid).”

“Regeneration: A secret act of God in which He imparts new
spiritual life to us, sometimes called ‘being born again.”

“Repentance: A heartfelt sorrow for sin, a renouncing of it, and
a sincere commitment to forsake it and walk in obedience to
Christ.”

“Reprobation: The sovereign decision of God before creation to
pass over some persons, in sorry deciding not to save them,
and to punish them for their sins and thereby to manifest His
justice.” (read and study Romans 9 if you have not recently studied
it)

“Sanctification: A progressive work of God and man that makes us
more and more free from sin and more like Christ in our actual
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lives.”

“Saving Faith: Trust in Jesus Christ as a living person for
forgiveness of sins and for eternal life with God.”

“Sin: Any failure to conform to the moral law of God in an act,
attitude, or nature.”

“Sovereignty: God’s exercise of power over all of His creation.”

“Union with Christ: A phrase that summarizes several different
relationships between believers and Christ, through which
Christians receive every benefit of salvation. These relationships
include the fact that we are in Christ, Christ is in us, we are like
Christ, and we are with Christ.”

“Unpardonable Sin: The usually malicious, willful rejection and
slander against the Holy Spirit’s work attesting to Christ, and
attributing that work to Satan.”

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE
SAY ABOUT GOD'S
GRACE AND CALL?

Seeing God’s grace (gift) and call through His work in salvation
will overwhelm you with His great love. Wayne Grudem explains
that grace is “God’s goodness towards those who deserve who
deserve only punishment.” In salvation, it is important to
understand “irresistible grace” which Grudem explains is “A term
that refers to the fact that God effectively calls people and also
gives them regeneration, both of which guarantee that we will
respond in saving faith. This term is subject to misunderstanding
since it seems to imply that people do not make a voluntary,
willing choice in responding to the gospel.” Here are some
important Bible passages describing how, like with Lazarus, Jesus’
has called us from death to life!

Bible Verses on God’s Grace and Call

(Ephesians 1:4) even as he chose us in him before the foundation
of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.

(John 6:37-39) All that the Father gives me will come to me, and
whoever comes to me I will never cast out. [38 ] For I have come
down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who
sent me. [39 ] And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should
lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last
day.




(Titus 3:5) he saved us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit

(Colossians 2:13) And you, who were dead in your trespasses and
the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with
him, having forgiven us all our trespasses

(Ephesians 2:1-10) And you were dead in the trespasses and sins
[2 ] in which you once walked, following the course of this world,
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now
at work in the sons of disobedience— [3 ] among whom we all once
lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the
body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the
rest of mankind. [4 | But God, being rich in mercy, because of the
great love with which he loved us, [5 | even when we were dead in
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved— [6 | and raised us up with him and seated us
with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, [7 | so that in the
coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. [8 | For by grace you have
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, [9 ] not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
[10 ] For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in
them.

(John 1:12-13) But to all who did receive him, who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God, [13 | who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God.

(1 Corinthians 15:22) For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall
all be made alive. (ESV)

(John 11:43-44) When he had said these things, he cried out with
a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” [44] The man who had died

came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let
him go.”

(Matthew 27:50-54) And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice
and yielded up his spirit. [51] And behold, the curtain of the
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook,
and the rocks were split. [52] The tombs also were opened. And
many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, [53]
and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went
into the holy city and appeared to many. [54] When the centurion
and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the
earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and
said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

(Colossians 1:13-14) He has delivered us from the domain of
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,
[14 ] in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

(Acts 13:48) And when the Gentiles heard this, they began
rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were
appointed to eternal life believed.

(Romans 8:29-30) For those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that
he might be the firstborn among many brothers. [30 | And those
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he
alsojustified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

(2 Corinthians 4:3-6) And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled
only to those who are perishing. [4 ] In their case the god of this
world hasblinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God. [5 ] For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus
Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. [6 ]
For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ.




(Acts 16:14) One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from
the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper
of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was
said by Paul.

(John 6:44a) No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me
draws him.

(1 Corinthians 1:26-31) For consider your calling, brothers: not
many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. [27 | But God chose
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what
is weak in the world to shame the strong; [28 ] God chose what is
low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring
to nothing things that are, [29 ] so that no human being might
boast in the presence of God. [30 ] And because of him you are in
Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness
and sanctification and redemption, [31 ] so that, as it is written,
“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

(John 10:26-28) but you do not believe because you are not part of
my flock. [27 ] My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me. [28 ] I give them eternal life, and they will never perish,
and no one will snatch them out of my hand.

(Isaiah 64:7) No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of
you; for you have hidden your face from us and made us waste
away because of our sins.

(Galatians 1:15) But when God, who set me apart from birth and
called me by his grace

(John 8:36) So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

(Romans 9:6-23) But it is not as though the word of God has failed.
For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, [7 ] and
not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but
“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” [8 | This means

that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God,
but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. [9 ] For
this is what the promise said: “About this time next year I will
return, and Sarah shall have a son.” [10 | And not only so, but also
when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather
Isaac, [11 ] though they were not yet born and had done nothing
either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might
continue, not because of works but because of him who calls—
[12 ] she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” [13 | As itis
written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”

[14 | What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's
part? By no means! [15 ] For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy
on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I
have compassion.” [16 ] So then it depends not on human will or
exertion, but on God, who has mercy. [17 ] For the Scripture says to
Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might
show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in
all the earth.” [18 | So then he has mercy on whomever he wills,
and he hardens whomever he wills.

[19 ] You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault?
For who can resist his will?” [20 ] But who are you, O man, to
answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why
have you made me like this?” [21 | Has the potter no right over the
clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use
and another for dishonorable use? [22 | What if God, desiring to
show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with
much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, [23 | in
order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy,
which he has prepared beforehand for glory.




WHAT DOES THE
BIBLE SAY ABOUT
SAVING FAITH?

Saving faith is one of the most important things to understand
in this life! Wayne Grudem explains that saving faith is “trust
in Jesus Christ as a living person for forgiveness of sins and for
eternal life with God.” Do you trust Jesus as your Lord and Savior?
Do you treasure, love, and value Him above all else?

Bible Verses on Saving Faith

(Ephesians 1:13-14) In him you also, when you heard the word
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, [14 | who is the guarantee of
our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of
his glory.

(Philippians 1:6) And I am sure of this, that he who began a good
work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

(Romans 8:38-39) For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, [39 | nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

(1 John 2:19) They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if
they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they
went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us.
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(John 10:27-30) My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and
they follow me. [28 | I give them eternal life, and they will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. [29 | My
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one s
able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. [30 ] I and the Father
are one.

(Matthew 7:21-23) Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, will
enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of
my Father who is in heaven. [22 | On that day many will say
to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast
out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your
name?’ [23 ] And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

(James 2:17,19) So also faith by itself, if it does not have works,
is dead...[19 ] You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the
demons believe—and shudder!

(1 John 2:3-4) And by this we know that we have come to know
him, if we keep his commandments. [4 | Whoever says “I know
him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth
isnotin him

(2 Corinthians 13:5) Examine yourselves, to see whether you are
in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to
meet the test!

(2 Peter 1:10) Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make
your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities
you will never fall.

(1 Peter 1:4-5) to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, [5 ] who by God's power are
being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time.




(Jude 1:1 ) To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and
kept for Jesus Christ.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE
SAY ABOUT GOD'S
SOVEREIGNTY?

Creation and the Bible are full of examples of God’s sovereignty.
Wayne Grudem defines sovereignty as “God’s exercise of power
over all of His creation.”

God is described as existing eternally (Ephesians 1:4), the
Creator (Genesis 1:1), knowable (Jeremiah 9:24), independent
(Acts 17:24-25), unchangeable (Malachi 3:6), omnipresent (Psalm
139:7-10), omniscient (1 John 3:20), all-wise (Romans 16:27), all-
good (Luke 18:19), all-loving (1 John 4:8), omnipotent (Genesis
18:14, Matthew 19:26) and sovereign (Ephesians 1:11). It is
particularly helpful to see how God works in salvation to see His
saving power over His creation.

Top Bible Verses on God’s Sovereignty

(Romans 11:33-36) Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how
inscrutable his ways! [34 | “For who has known the mind of the
Lord, or who has been his counselor?”[35 ] “Or who has given a gift
to him that he might be repaid?” [36 ] For from him and through
him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

Job 38-39

(Romans 4:17) God “who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist.”
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(Job 40:1-5) And the LORD said to Job: [2 ] “Shall a faultfinder
contend with the Almighty? He who argues with God, let him
answer it.” [3 ] Then Job answered the LORD and said: [4 ] “Behold, I
am of small account; what shall I answer you? I lay my hand on my
mouth. [5 ] I have spoken once, and I will not answer; twice, but I
will proceed no further.”

(Romans 11:36) For from him and through him and to him are all
things. To him be glory forever.

(1 Corinthians 8:6) yet for us there is one God, the Father, from
whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

(1 Corinthians 15:10) But by the grace of God I am what I am, and
his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked
harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God
that is with me.

(Ephesians 1:11) In him we have obtained an inheritance, having
been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will

(Acts 4:27-28) for truly in this city there were gathered together
against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod
and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples
of Israel, [28] to do whatever your hand and your plan had
predestined to take place.

(Matthew 6:10) Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as
itis in heaven.

(James 4:15) Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will
live and do this or that.”

Top Books on Divine Sovereignty and Human Will
Divine Sovereignty and Human Responsibility by D.A. Carson
The Doctrine of God by John Frame
Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem
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Suffering and the Sovereignty of God by John Piper and
Justin Taylor. Available free at: www.desiringgod.org/books/
suffering-and-the-sovereignty-of-god.

Whomever He Wills: A Surprising Display of Sovereign Mercy
edited by Matthew M. Barrett and Thomas J. Nettles
Five Points by John Piper. Available free at:
www.desiringgod.org/books/five-points




WHAT DOES THE BIBLE
SAY ABOUT HUMAN
RESPONSIBILITY?

We have responsibility to respond to God’s goodness, glory, and
law. Here are some Bible passages for you to seek God’s voice on
our responsibility:

Bible Verses Concerning Human Responsibility
in Responding to God’s Salvation

(Romans 10:9-15) because, if you confess with your mouth that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and
isjustified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For
the Scripture says, "Everyone who believes in him will not be put
to shame." 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek;
for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call
on him. 13 For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will
be saved." 14 How then will they call on him in whom they have
not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they
have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
preaching 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As
it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the
good news!"

(Luke 9:23-24) And he said to all, "If anyone would come after me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for my sake will save it.

(Mark 1:14-15) Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into
Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, "The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in
the gospel."

(Acts 2:37-38) Now when they heard this they were cut to the
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers,
what shall we do?" 38 And Peter said to them, "Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

(James 2:26) For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also
faith apart from works is dead.

(James 1:22,25) But be doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving yourselves. ... [25] But the one wholooks into the perfect
law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets
but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

(Hebrews 3:12-14) Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you
an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living
God. [13] But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called
“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of
sin. [14] For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our
original confidence firm to the end.

(2 Peter 1:5-8) For this very reason, make every effort to
supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge,
[6] and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with
steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, [7] and godliness
with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. [8] For
if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from
being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.




(2 Peter 1:10) Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to
confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these
qualities, you will never fall.

(2 Timothy 2:10) Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the
elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus
with eternal glory.

WHAT DOES THE
BIBLE SAY ABOUT
ASSURANCE?

God’s truths about assurance are so encouraging. Here are some
helpful Scriptures for you to hear what the Lord has to say on this
important topic:

Bible Verses on Assurance
(Romans 8:1) There is therefore now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus.

(Hebrews 10:19-22) Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence
to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, [20] by the new
and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that
is, through his flesh, [21] and since we have a great priest over
the house of God, [22] let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

(Romans 6:5) For if we have been united with him in a death like
his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.

(Luke 1:1,4) Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a
narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us, ...
[4] that you may have certainty concerning the things you have
been taught.

(Acts 17:31) he has given assurance to all by raising him from the
dead.




(1John 5:13)Iwrite these things to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.

(Acts 2:36) Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain
that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you
crucified.

(Romans 9:33) whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.

(Romans 8:31-39) What then shall we say to these things? If
God is for us, who can be against us? [32] He who did not spare
his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also
with him graciously give us all things? [33] Who shall bring any
charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. [34] Who is
to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that,
who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is
interceding for us. [35] Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or danger, or sword? [36] As it is written, “For your
sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep
to be slaughtered.” [37] No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. [38] For I am sure that
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present
nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

(Jude 1:24-25) Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling
and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with
great joy, [25] to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time
and now and forever. Amen.

(1 Peter 1:3-7) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, [4] to an inheritance that is imperishable,

undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, [5] who by God's
power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. [6] In this you rejoice, though now for a
little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials,
[7] so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious
than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found
to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus
Christ.

(Philippians 1:6) And I am sure of this, that he who began a good
work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

(1 Corinthians 1:7-9) so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, [8] who will sustain
you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. [9] God
is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

(1 John 2:19) They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if
they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they
went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us.

(Luke 8:9-15) And when his disciples asked him what this parable
meant, [10] he said, “To you it has been given to know the
secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables,
so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not
understand.’ [11] Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of
God. [12] The ones along the path are those who have heard; then
the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so
that they may not believe and be saved. [13] And the ones on the
rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy.
But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of
testing fall away. [14] And as for what fell among the thorns, they
are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked
by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does
not mature. [15] As for that in the good soil, they are those who,
hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and




bear fruit with patience.

WHAT DOES THE
BIBLE SAY ABOUT
PERSEVERANCE?

God’s truths about perseverance are so amazing. Here are some
helpful Scriptures and truths to consider:

“If we have it, we never lose it. If we lose it,
we never had it.” R.C. Sproul

Bible Truths on Perseverance

God Strengthens and Enables Us to Endure (Philippians 1:6,
Jude 1:24, Colossians 1:11-14)

We Are Called to Be Present in Fellowship (1 John 2:19)

We Are Called to Be Unifiers (1 Corinthians 11:18-19 &
Romans 15:4-7)

Endurance Is a Sign of Salvation (Luke 21:16-19, Matthew
24:13, Mark 4:14-20, 2 Timothy 2:12, Acts 14:22, & Romans
11:22, 1 Corinthians 15:1-2)

Sin Must Be Put Off & Escaped (Hebrews 12:1-2 & 1
Corinthians 10:12-13)

Discipline and Self-Control are Essential Elements of
Endurance (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

Persevere in Prayer (Ephesians 6:18, Colossians 4:2, & Acts
4:29)




Continue through Suffering, Don’t Quit (1 Corinthians
4:11-13 & 2 Corinthians 1:6-7)

Remain in Biblically-Faithful Teachings & Path (2 Timothy
4:3 & 2 Timothy 3:14-17)

Endurance Is Part of Growth and Discipline (Hebrews 12:3-7,
Romans 5:3-5, & 1 Peter 2:20-23)

Perseverance & Assurance are Connected! (Hebrews 10:32-36
& Revelation 14:12-13)

Bible Verses On Perseverance

- (Philippians 1:6) And I am sure of this, that he who began a good
work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

+ (Jude 1:24) Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling
and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory
with great joy

(Colossians 1:11-14) May you be strengthened with all power,
according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience
with joy, [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. [13] He
has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, [14] in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
- (1John 2:19) They went out from us, but they were not of us; for
if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But
they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of
us.
- (1 Corinthians 11:18-19) For, in the first place, when you come
together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you.
And I believe it in part, [19] for there must be factions among
you in order that those who are genuine among you may be
recognized.

(Romans 15:4-7) For whatever was written in former days

was written for our instruction, that through endurance and
through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope. [5] May the God of endurance and encouragement grant
you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with
Christ Jesus, [6] that together you may with one voice glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. [7] Therefore welcome
one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

(Luke 21:16-19) You will be delivered up even by parents and
brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put
todeath. [17] You will be hated by all for my name's sake. [18] But
not a hair of your head will perish. [19] By your endurance you
will gain your lives.

(Matthew 24:13) But the one who endures to the end will be
saved.

- (Mark 4:14-20) The sower sows the word. [15] And these are the

ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear,
Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown
in them. [16] And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the
ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with
joy. [17] And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a
while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account
of the word, immediately they fall away. [18] And others are the
ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word,
[19] but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches
and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and
it proves unfruitful. [20] But those that were sown on the good
soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit,
thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.”

(2 Timothy 2:11-12) The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have
died with him, we will also live with him; [12] if we endure, we
will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us

(Acts 14:22) strengthening the souls of the disciples,
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that
through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.

- (Romans 11:22) Note then the kindness and the severity of God:
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severity toward those who have fallen, but God's kindness to
you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too
will be cut off.

- (Romans 11:22) Note then the kindness and the severity of God:
severity toward those who have fallen, but God's kindness to
you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too
will be cut off.

- (1 Corinthians 15:1-2 ESV) Now I would remind you, brothers,
of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you
stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the
word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.

(Colossians 1:21-23) And you, who once were alienated and
hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, [22] he has now reconciled
in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy
and blameless and above reproach before him, [23] if indeed you
continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the
hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed
in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a
minister.

(Hebrews 12:1-2) Therefore, since we are surrounded by so

great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us, [2] looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right
hand of the throne of God.
- (1 Corinthians 10:12-12) Therefore let anyone who thinks that
he stands take heed lest he fall. [13] No temptation has overtaken
you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not
let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation
he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to
endure it.

(1 Corinthians 9:24-27) Do you not know that in a race all
the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that
you may obtain it. [25] Every athlete exercises self-control in
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all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an
imperishable. [26] So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as
one beating the air. [27] But I discipline my body and keep it
under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be
disqualified.

- (Ephesians 6:18) praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer

and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance,
making supplication for all the saints

- (Colossians 4:2) Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful

in it with thanksgiving.

- (Acts 4:29) And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to

your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness
(1 Corinthians 4:11-13) To the present hour we hunger and
thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless, [12] and
we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless;
when persecuted, we endure; [13] when slandered, we entreat.
We have become, and are still, like the scum of the world, the

refuse of all things.

- (2 Corinthians 1:6-7) If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and
salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which
you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings
that we suffer. [7] Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know
that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our
comfort.

(2 Timothy 4:3-4) For the time is coming when people will
not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions,
[4] and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off
into myths.

(2 Timothy 3:14-17) But as for you, continue in what you
have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom
you learned it [15] and how from childhood you have been
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. [16] All Scripture
is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
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for correction, and for training in righteousness, [17] that the
man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

- (Hebrews 12:3-7 ESV) Consider him who endured from sinners
such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary
or fainthearted. [4] In your struggle against sin you have not yet
resisted to the point of shedding your blood. [5] And have you
forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son,
do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary
when reproved by him [6] For the Lord disciplines the one he
loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” [7] It is for
discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons.
For what son is there whom his father does not discipline?

(Romans 5:3-5) Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, [4] and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope, [5] and hope
does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

(1 Peter 2:20-23) For what credit is it if, when you sin and are
beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for
it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. [21] For
to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.
[22] He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.
[23] When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself
to him who judges justly.

- (Hebrews 10:32-36) But recall the former days when, after you
were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings,
[33] sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and
affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated.
[34] For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully
accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that
you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one. [35]
Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great
reward. [36] For you have need of endurance, so that when you
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have done the will of God you may receive what is promised.

(Revelation 14:12-13) Here is a call for the endurance of the
saints, those who keep the commandments of God and their
faithin Jesus.[13] And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write
this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.”
“Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their
labors, for their deeds follow them!”

“The doctrine of the assurance of salvation differs from the
doctrine of the perseverance of the saints, but it is closely
related. The two doctrines may be distinguished from one
another, but they never can be separated.” R.C. Sproul
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HONEST BOOK
REVIEWS NEEDED

I would love your feedback on this book and your Bible reading
journey and resulting small group discussions. Your genuine
Amazon review can be a great help to others who are seeking to
encounter God through Bible reading and listening plans.

In addition to Amazon reviews, social media sharing is also a
great way to encourage and resource others. As the Lord teaches
and grows you in this journey, please consider telling others about
any help this book was to you.

As always, this book and 10+ more are available for free download
(PDF) and sharing on any of my below websites. I'm praying for
Jesus’ work in and through you!

In Christ, Jonathan Carl

God’s answers about the battle of the followers of Christ against
the unseen spiritual forces of evil. www.SpiritualWarfare.blog

Get answers to some of life's toughest questions!
www.TrustworthyWord.com

Getting the Bible into people and people into the Bible via video!
www.Bible.video

A place for Catholics to find biblical answers to their most
common questions about the Catechism of the Catholic Church!
www.Catholic.blog - helping people to answer the question: "Does
the Catholic Catechism agree with or contradict the Bible?"
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