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abortion, 46, 110, 141
abuse, 93–94, 100–101, 102, 105, 127n5. See also violence
activism, 37, 100, 147–148. See also protest; resistance
address: forms of, 67; public, 77, 92; to the reader, 41, 58–59; by the speaker, 41, 58, 59; and understanding, 43; “you” and, 35, 67, 69–70
affect: Etherization and, 92, 107, 109; Mammy and, 95, 99; reproductive labor and, 52, 54–55; settler self-indigenization and, 106; suppression of, 109; surplus of, 101; transformation and, 104
Afrofuturism, 64, 65, 66
agency, 38, 85, 92, 104, 106, 140
Ahmed, Sara, 80, 81
Ali, Muhammad, 64
alienation, 36, 40, 49, 50, 56, 94, 108
Allen, Marshall, 65–66
“All the Women I Know” (Hume and Larson), 88, 88–91, 90
“alma’s arkestral vision (or, farther out)” (Shockley), 64–66, 74
Arachne, 139, 141–143
Aronson, Joshua, 82–83
Artaud, Antonin, 92, 106–107
Asian Americans, 71–73, 74, 127n6, 133n18, 134n20
attention: to abandoned writers, 119; to annotation, 120; to the environment, 49, 52, 59–60; to fiber traditions, 148; to form, 37–38, 66–67; kinesthetic, 148; to nonwhite lyric practice, 70; to power dynamics, 143; to the present, 53, 54, 62; socioecological, 51, 56, 57; to temporality, 49, 52, 53, 62, 63
Aunt Jemima, 94–100; as caricature, 94, 97, 98–100; Etherization and, 96–97, 100; as trademark, 95–96, 98. See also enslavement; Mammy
Aunt Jemima, performers of: as bakers, 97–98; Black feminism and, 99; Nancy Green, 95, 96, 97, 98; Anna Short Harrington, 97, 98
Aunt Jemima doctrine, the, 96, 98
A Writer’s Diary (Woolf ), 119

Bailey, Moya, 100
Barrett, Lindon, 93, 100, 102
Bass, Joseph, 59
Beckmann, Sarah, 38, 137–149
biosphere. See environment, the
birds, 45, 46, 56, 57–58, 60, 61, 145
Bjornerud, Marcia, 52, 63
Black communities, 42–43, 45–46, 81, 100–102, 103, 133n18, 134n20. See also racism: segregation
Black femininity, 92–93, 94, 101
Black girls, 92, 93, 100, 101, 103, 106
Blackness, 64, 92, 93, 94, 101, 102
Black women: Being of, 94, 104, 105, 106, 108; biological essentialism and, 97, 101–102, 104, 105; bodies of, 93–94, 98, 105, 106; caregiving and, 94, 95, 98, 102, 104; caricatures of, 92, 93–94, 100, 101, 105, 106, 107 (see also Aunt Jemima; Mammy; stereotypes); as collective singular, 93; defining, 92; eroticism and, 94, 105, 106; experiences of, 93, 96, 100, 102, 105–106; fantasies of, 98, 99; humanity of, 92, 93, 100, 102, 105, 108; images of, 92, 97, 98, 100, 101, 107–108; Images of, 94, 102, 104, 105–106, 108; as individuals, 92, 100, 101, 102, 108, 109; interiority of, 94, 101, 102, 108; misogynoir and, 95, 100, 105, 107; myths of, 103, 105, 106, 108; pain and, 94, 107, 108; reproduction and, 93, 94, 107; roles of, 93–94, 100, 102; as sacrificial, 101, 102, 105, 106; stereotypes of, 92–93, 99, 
101–102. See also Etherization
Booker, Cory, 109
Bronfenbrenner, Urie, 100–101, 102
Brooks, Gwendolyn: “kitchenette building,” 42–44, 45–47, 48; “the mother,” 46

caesura, 49, 60
calligrammes, 64, 65
Cameron, Sharon, 51, 53
Camponovo, William, 36, 38
capitalism: alienation and, 50; the art world and, 126n4; corporations and, 50, 74, 81, 96, 100; dynamics of, 56; ecologies of, 51; extractivism and, 52–53, 56–58, 61–62; time and, 49, 50, 51, 55, 56, 57, 61, 62–63; transcendence of, 40; value and, 49, 51; violence and, 58
caregiving, 127n6, 133n18; Black women and, 94, 95, 98, 102, 104 (see also Mammy); maternal, 54, 55, 56, 139; relational, 123n2, 124, 125n3, 128n8, 131n15, 133nn17–18
caricatures, Black women and, 92, 93–94, 100, 105, 106, 107; Aunt Jemima as, 94, 97, 98–100; Jezebel as, 94, 98, 99, 101, 104; Sapphire as, 94, 98, 99, 101, 104. See also stereotypes
“Catasterismi” (Dixon), 86–87
Chicago, 42, 43, 44, 95, 96
children, 86, 89, 107; and Black womanhood, 95, 97, 99, 105, 106; care for, 54, 95, 99; supernatural, 104
chorus, Greek, 37, 45, 66, 78
Churchill, Suzanne W., 119
classics. See Greek and Roman studies
climate change, 36, 49, 50–52, 53–54, 55–57, 61–63
collaboration: artistic, 123n1, 123n2, 124, 125n3, 128n10, 129nn11–13; diversity and, 80; fostering, 78, 83; scholarly, 80, 82, 84; “we” and, 66–67
collectives: decision-making and, 123n1, 125n3, 128n8, 129n11, 132n16, 134, 135, 146; health of, 123n1, 125n3 (see also caregiving: relational); identity of, 126n4, 129n13; and outside collaboration, 129n13, 131n14, 136n22; as source of power, 37, 123n1, 125n3, 127n5, 131n14, 132, 136n22, 145
collectives, individuals within them and: allegories of, 64; and collective goals, 84, 129nn11–12, 132n16; dissolution of the self and, 92, 100, 109, 133n17 (see also Etherization); maintaining identity and, 65, 76, 126n4, 133n17, 134; minimizing individuality and, 126n4, 128n9, 131n15
collectivity: of action, 107; of conscience, 73; of consciousness, 73; feminism and, 138, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149; of grievance, 104; “I” and, 35–36, 37, 38, 40, 78, 100, 119; institutions and, 79, 83, 84, 85, 129n12; I/we and relationship and, 37, 40, 146; opportunities for, 79; of performance, 35, 78; as relationality without unity, 57, 58; and singularity, 36, 37, 40, 74; the subject and, 47; temporality and, 49, 54, 63; well-being and, 82, 85, 128nn7–8. See also Etherization
Collins, Billy, 70–71, 72; “Dear Reader,” 68; “Romanticism,” 69–70; “The Dead,” 71; and universal whiteness, 68, 69–70, 71
Collins, Patricia Hill, 83
colonialism: abuses of, 102; Black women’s depiction and, 106, 107, 108; capitalism and, 61; and racialization, 105, 108; rhetoric of, 101; settler, 69, 71–72, 74, 106–107
communality, 40, 52, 59–62, 133n17
communities: academic/intellectual, 68, 81, 84, 85; artistic, 123n1, 124, 127n5, 127n6; Asian American, 127n6, 134n20; beloved, 125n3; building, 127n6, 133, 136, 139, 143–144, 145, 146, 149; of color, 127nn5–6, 128n7, 133; homogenous, 71; Indigenous, 59, 66; political organization and, 95, 146; protection of, 107, 136n22. See also Black communities
corpse whale (okpik), 59–62
Costello, Bonnie, 66–67, 74
COVID. See pandemic, the
Crary, Jonathan, 55
Culler, Jonathan, 51
curation, 119, 126n4, 129, 129nn12–13
cycles, 49, 56, 59–60, 61, 63, 123n2. See also rhythm

Dabashi, Pardis, 82
“Days of Next Yesterday” (okpik), 61
“The Dead” (Collins), 71
“Dear Reader” (Collins), 68
“A Debt” (Nguyen), 55
Derrida, Jacques, 67, 71
Dickinson, Emily, 35
difference, 80, 93, 100–101, 104, 105, 106–107, 128n8
diversity, 70, 79, 80, 81, 127n5, 128n7, 136
Dixon, Bethany, 37, 38; “Catasterismi,” 86–87
Dobyns, Stephen, 69, 71, 72
domesticity: Black domestic space and, 44, 101; and Black enslavement/servitude, 94, 96, 97–98, 99; as care work, 56; craft and, 145; domestic labor and, 44, 54, 60, 97–98, 147
dreams, 42, 44, 45, 46, 47
“Dreams” (Hughes), 45, 46
“Drippy” (Nguyen), 55
Du Bois, W. E. B., 42–43, 96

earth, the, 49–50, 51, 53, 54, 62. See also environment, the
Easa, Leila, 35–38; Public Feminism in Times of Crisis (with Jennifer Stager), 37, 78
Eccleston, Sasha-Mae, 37, 78–85
ecology: capitalist, 50, 51, 56–57, 62n3; damage to, 55–57; Indigenous, 59–60; rhythms of, 63; socioecology, 51, 52, 56, 59–60; transformations of, 51, 56; unsustainable, 54. See also environment, the
Edwards, Brent Hayes, 66
emotion, 54–55, 71, 109, 123n2, 124; anger, 45, 131n15
empathy, 69, 105, 124, 126n4, 128n8, 133
empowerment, 80, 89, 125n3, 131n15, 149
enslavement: ancient, 140; birth into, 92; conditions of, 107, 145; reproduction and, 105; violence and, 94–95; white nostalgia for the institution of, 95, 97, 98, 99
environment, the: extractivism and, 52–53, 56–58, 61–62; Indigenous relationship with, 59–62; negative effects and, 51–52, 54, 55–57, 61–63; the sun and, 52, 53–54, 60. See also earth, the; ecology; metabolism, environmental
Eoyang, Eugene, 67
Epps, Aryonna, 147
Erebus, 104–105
essentialism, biological, 97, 101–102, 104, 105
Ether (mythological person), 92, 93, 104
Etherization, 38; dissipation of individual personhood and, 92, 97, 99–100, 105–106, 107–108, 109; and Otherness, 93, 106; trauma and, 92, 93, 100–101, 106; witnessing, 93, 94. See also Black women
extractivism, 52–53, 54, 56–58, 61–62

“Faulty Copy” (Hughes), 119–122, 120–121
feminism, 37, 56, 92–93, 99, 100
feminism, craft and, 137, 138, 139, 142, 146, 147, 148; creating a collective, 138, 145, 146, 148, 149
fiber craft. See knitting; textiles; weaving
Fishman, Lisa: “24 Pages,” 52–54
Fitzpatrick, Kathleen, 79, 83–84
Fraser, Kathleen, 119
From the Joy of Seeing Them to the Pain of Being Them III (Williams), 114–115

Gathoo, Urja, 146
gender: cis, 92, 106, 147; conforming to, 93, 101; construction of, 101, 104, 141, 142–143; erasure of, 67; misogynoir and, 95, 100, 105, 107; questions of, 100; and race, 92, 100, 101; trans-, 92. See also intersectionality
gender roles, 42, 45–46, 93; craft production and, 138–139, 141, 142, 145, 146
generosity: as buoying, 79, 80, 81; collaboration and, 78, 82, 83, 124; defining, 79, 84–85; lack of, 82, 83; as professional risk, 82–83, 84; as professional skill, 82, 84, 85
genocide, 94, 101, 102, 106, 107, 108
Give Us a Poem (Ligon), 64
Glück, Louise, 69, 70–71, 72
Goffman, Erving, 41
Going Thru It (Williams), 111–112
Gómez, Jennifer M., 92, 100–101, 102, 103
Greek and Roman studies, 78–85, 137, 139–143, 144–145, 146–147
Green, Carla, 57
Green, Nancy, 95, 96, 97, 98
Greenwood, Emily, 78

Hala (Hume and Larson), 88
Hanink, Johanna, 81
Hansberry, Lorraine: Raisin in the Sun, 44–45
“Harlem” (Hughes), 44–45, 46, 47
Harootunian, Harry, 50
Harrington, Anna Short, 97, 98
Harris, Cheryl I., 101
Hayes, Terrance, 47
healing, 60, 92, 125n3, 128n7, 133n17, 144
health, 79, 80, 99, 103, 123nn1–2, 143
Hedetoft, Ulf, 73
Hiti, Ashley, 142, 142
Hughes, Briony, 38; “Faulty Copy,” 119–122, 120–122
Hughes, Langston: “Dreams,” 45, 46; “Harlem,” 44–45, 47
Hume, Christine, 38; “All the Women I Know” (with Laura Larson), 88, 88–91, 90
Hurston, Zora Neale, 96, 97, 100

“I”, 35, 37, 41; with another(s), 59, 60, 64, 74–75; history of, 36, 38, 66–67, 70; intimacy and, 66–67; as oppressive, 100; as patriarchal, 36; the poet as, 35, 41; as political, 35–36, 70; the reader as, 35; the speaker as, 35, 36, 41, 54, 59; subjective space of, 51, 62; whiteness and, 67, 68, 70
“I”, plural: as collective, 36, 37, 38, 40, 62, 149; across time, 119, 120; connectivity and, 78; dissolution and, 92, 100; as ensemble, 75; “us” and, 48; “we” and, 42, 120, 146; as expansion, 40, 54; multivalence and, 52, 54, 56; the subject as, 41
“I”, “we” and, 37, 38, 74, 146; and identification, 40–41, 42, 67
identification, 35; avocational, 137; Black women and girls and, 93–94, 101, 105, 109; gendered, 141; group, 123; phenomenology and, 45; whiteness and, 69–70
identity: brand, 96; conceptual, 123n1; craft and, 141, 143, 148; gender and, 94, 143; minoritization and, 81; politics of, 71, 127n5; uniform, 74; whiteness as, 36, 71, 101
Illouz, Eva, 107
Image, 102, 103, 104, 108
Images, 95, 105
Image Space, 102, 103, 106, 108
immigration, 71, 72, 73, 74
index, the, 101, 103, 108
indexicality, 52, 102
Indigenous, 59–62, 66, 70, 72
institutions: and care for artists, 127n6, 132n16, 136n22; collectivity and, 79, 83, 84, 85, 129n12; diversity and, 78, 80, 84–85, 124, 127n5, 128n7, 129n12, 136; power within, 79, 80, 81, 82, 84
interiority, 51–52, 94, 101, 102, 104, 108
intersectionality, 37, 128, 133n17, 134n20. See also gender; race
intersubjectivity, 52, 61, 76. See also subjectivity
intimacy, 35; alienation and, 40; Black women and, 92, 103, 106; caregiving and, 54, 56; connection to the world and, 149; directed outward, 78; disruption and, 52; with the reader, 59, 67, 68, 78; time and, 58; whiteness and, 36

Jackson, Ketanji Brown, 109–110
Jackson, Virginia, 35, 36, 37, 40–48, 67, 68
James, Joy, 104
Javadizadeh, Kamran, 36
Jezebel, 94, 98, 99, 101, 104. See also Mammy; Sapphire
Johnson, Barbara, 41

Keats, John, 41; “On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer,” 70
“kitchenette building” (Brooks), 42–44, 45–47, 48
Klein, Naomi, 99
knitting, 139, 141, 142, 145, 147; and agency, 139, 142, 145, 146; mastering basic skills of, 137, 138, 140, 144, 149; and self-healing, 143–144, 145, 148. See also textiles
Kurke, Leslie, 35, 78

labor: capitalism and, 49; class and, 106–107; creative, 98, 100, 139; division of, 124, 126n4, 127n6, 129n11; domestic, 44, 54, 60, 97–98, 147; feminized, 37, 56, 138–139; individual, 92, 100; reproductive/maternal, 52, 54–56, 139. See also enslavement
Larson, Laura, 38; “All the Women I Know” (with Christine Hume), 88, 88–91, 90
law, 76, 127n6; and anti-Black policy, 101, 102, 103, 106, 107, 108, 109–110; the Aunt Jemima doctrine, 95–96, 98
Lefebvre, Henri, 47
Leong, Michael, 37, 64–77
Ligon, Glenn: Give Us a Poem, 64
Liu, Roseann, 133
love, 39, 124, 131n15; agency and, 106; of a caricature, 98; community, 125n3; maternal, 95, 98; in political speech, 76, 77; and “you”, 35
lovers, 39, 78, 100
lyric poetry: definitions, 35, 40–41, 46–48, 49, 67, 70–71. See also “I”; “me”; reader, the; speaker, the; subject, the; “we”; “you”
Lysistrata, 139, 146–147

MacFarlane, Robert, 60–61
Mackey, Nathaniel, 64, 65, 66, 75–76; Nerve Church, 66, 75; Nod House, 75; Tej Bet, 66, 75
Mammy: affect and, 95, 99; as caregiver, 95, 97, 98, 99, 104; as enslaver fantasy, 95, 98, 99; origins of, 94, 98; sexuality and, 94–95. See also Aunt Jemima; Jezebel; Sapphire
marginalia, 119–120, 121–122
marginalization, 82–83, 101, 102, 106
marriage, 89, 140; wives, 42, 45–46, 86, 140, 141, 144
Marxism, 50, 56, 62n3
Mary Rose & Juno (Hume and Larson), 90
materiality: Blackness and, 46, 102, 103, 108, 109; of the body, 35; commodified, 56; and dispossession, 72; environmental, 53; of experience, 46, 137, 146, 148; and temporality, 81, 137, 144, 146, 148; of the text, 37, 38
“me”, 40, 64, 74
memorialization, 73, 96, 104
metabolism, environmental: alienation from, 49; capitalist transformation of, 51, 56, 57, 61, 62n3; disorder of, 50, 52, 56, 57, 62, 63; fragility of, 59, 61; temporality of, 56, 57, 62n3. See also environment, the
meter, 43, 45, 57
metonymy, 57–58, 71–72, 102
Mill, John Stuart: “What Is Poetry?,” 40, 41, 46–47
Miller, Elizabeth Carolyn, 62
minorities, 70, 133n18. See also Blackness; diversity; race
minoritization, 80–81, 84, 85
misogyny, 95, 109, 124; misogynoir, 95, 100, 105, 107, 109
A Monologue — Thy Hand Belinda (Williams), 117
Moore, Jason, 56–57, 60
Morrison, Amani C., 44
“the mother” (Brooks), 46
music, 35, 65, 66, 77. See also singing; song
myths: of Asian Americans, 133n18; of Black women, 106, 108; classical, 84, 86, 92, 139, 140, 141, 142, 145; of the community of color, 127n5; mythopoetics, 103, 105; national, 73–74. See also Mammy

narrative, 71, 72; cultural, 62n3; individual, 93, 145; racist, 98, 105, 107
nationalism, 72–73, 74, 78, 100
Negro life. See Black life
Nerve Church (Mackey), 66, 75
Nguyen, Hoa, 52, 54–56; “A Debt,” 55; “Drippy,” 55; “No Sleep,” 55–56
Nod House (Mackey), 75
“No Sleep” (Nguyen), 55–56
Nyx, 104–105

okpik, dg nanouk, 52; corpse whale, 59–62; “Days of Next Yesterday,” 61
“On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer” (Keats), 70
Onwuachi-Willig, Angela, 73
“Openings” (Osu), 39
oppression, 70, 92, 102, 106, 119, 126n4. See also enslavement; minoritization; white supremacy
Osu, David Ishaya, 37; “Openings,” 39
Ovid, 141–142, 144–145

Padilla, Dan-el, 80
pandemic, the, 78, 79–80, 125n3, 143
Parks, Rosa, 109–110
pathos, 43, 46, 70
patriarchy: ancient Greece as, 141; capitalism and, 92, 106; denial of subjectivity and, 92; legitimization of, 107; male anxiety and, 102, 105; singular “I” and, 36, 78; subversion of, 146
patterns: animal, 57, 60; fiber, 139, 142; human, 49, 52, 57, 60, 62, 83; poetic, 49, 51, 53, 57; of weather, 50, 55, 60
Pearl Milling (R. T. Davis Milling Company, Aunt Jemima Mills Company), 95–96, 99
pedagogy, 38; of ancient Greek and Roman studies, 83–85, 137, 138, 139–140, 149; of lyric poetry, 41, 71
Peirce, Charles Sanders, 92, 101, 102, 103, 105. See also semiotics; trichotomies
Penelope, 87, 139–141, 143
performance: acts of, 120; and assertive care, 102; collectivity and, 35, 37, 78; and Empire, 93; erotic, 102, 106; of gender roles, 101–102, 142; of intellectualism, 79, 82–84; public, 47; relationship with the text, 76; and sign, 93; sign and, 93–94; solo, 78; the speaker and, 41, 47; text and, 76; theatrical, 146
performance, of caricature, 92, 93–94, 95–96, 97–99, 100, 101–102, 103; Image Space and, 102, 103, 105–106, 108
phenomenology, 45, 50, 51, 105
Philomela, 139, 144–145
plantation life, 95, 97, 98. See also enslavement
plurality, 35, 40, 42, 43, 51, 119, 134n20
politics: activities of, 108; aesthetics and, 66, 70; biopolitics, 80, 95; colonial, 107, 108; of community, 66; crises of, 37; editorial, 119; of emancipation/integration, 98–99; of generosity, 84–85; grievances of, 104; of identity, 71, 127n5; Image Space and, 106; labor of, 100; libidinal racial, 101; masculinist, 107; navigating, 38; procedures of, 107; of respectability, 95, 99, 101–102; ruling-class, 109; sacrificial, 105; sociopolitics, 36, 38, 78, 80, 98, 127n5; structures of, 149; of surplus women, 106; temporal, 79; “we” and, 67, 76. See also activism; law; resistance
Portilla, Gabriel, 141
Postone, Moishe, 50
power: academic, 79, 80, 81, 82, 84; carceral, 102, 133n18; collective, 37, 123n1, 132, 145, 148; dynamics of, 133n17, 136n22, 142–143, 146, 147; epidermal, 92; higher, 143; imperial, 70; lack of, 142–143; lesser, 143, 144, 146; life-giving, 55; oppressive, 126n4; phenomenologies of, 105; popular culture studies and, 107; seeking, 147; sense of, 125n3, 148; star, 95; state, 101, 102, 104, 105, 108, 133n18; structural, 93, 107, 143
Power, Tim, 78
“The President’s Second Telegram” (Yau), 76–77
privacy, 40, 44, 46–47
protest, 57, 58, 142, 147, 148. See also activism
Public Feminism in Times of Crisis (Easa and Stager), 37, 78
publics, 43, 107, 123n1, 128, 133n18, 148

quatrains, 43, 45, 46

race: and accountability, 36, 95, 98, 128n7; bias and, 103, 127n5; construction/production of, 101, 105, 128n8; critical theory of, 84; equity and, 102, 127n5, 128n7, 129n12; erasure of, 67; integration and, 94, 99, 107, 108; internalized, 101; and lived experience, 102, 105, 128n7, 133n17; semiotics and, 92, 101–102; stereotypes of, 82–83, 92–94, 95, 98, 99, 101–102 (see also caricatures, Black women and). See also diversity; intersectionality; representation; whiteness
racialization: advertising and, 95; of Black women, 95, 98–99, 105; colonialization and, 105, 108; in contemporary lyric culture, 68; experiences of, 133; hierarchies of, 80; and male behavior, 105; of pastoral plantation life, 95; privacy and, 46–47; social antagonism and, 36; toll of, 80, 81; and whiteness, 128n7. See also minoritization
racism: anti-racist statements and, 81; blackface and, 95; Black feminism and, 99; confrontation with, 94, 109; in Greek and Roman studies, 82–83; imprinting of, 98; injustice and, 100, 102, 103, 108, 110, 128n7, 145–146; media and, 93, 101, 103, 105; in modern poetry writing culture, 68; and popular symbols of Blackness, 102; segregation and, 43, 44, 99, 108, 145; systemic, 128n7. See also Aunt Jemima; white supremacy
Raisin in the Sun (Hansberry), 44–45
Rankine, Patrice, 81
reader, the: directly addressed, 58, 68; identification with the subject, 45, 46, 67, 71, 142, 145; imagined, 35, 41, 43, 71, 72, 142; intimacy with, 59, 67, 68, 78; invited to “I,” 35, 62; marginalia and, 119–120; the poet as unaware of, 46, 47; and the self, 35; as singular, 41; time and, 62, 63; “we” and, 70; whiteness and, 67, 68, 69–70
reader, the, as “you”, 35, 47, 48; intimacy and, 58–59, 67; whiteness and, 68, 69–70
Related Tactics, 38, 123–136, 124, 130, 135
repetition, 45, 49, 51, 57, 65, 72, 140, 142
representation, 35; Black women and, 80, 92–93, 94, 101, 104; of iconicity, 101, 104; “we” and, 67; white supremacy and, 80–81. See also diversity
resistance, 35–36, 107, 133n18. See also activism; politics
retention, academic, 79, 81, 83, 84
rhythm: ecological, 49, 50, 56, 57, 60, 61–62, 63; human, 49, 57, 61; poetic, 49, 53, 57, 60, 61. See also cycles; tempo
Robinson-Self, Philip, 83
Rodriguez, Dylan, 108
Roe, Nicholas, 70
“Romanticism” (Collins), 69–70
Ronda, Margaret, 35, 36, 37, 49–63
Rosenthal, Caitlin, 95

Sapphire, 94, 98, 99, 101, 104. See also Jezebel; Mammy
Sappho, 35, 38, 78–79
semiotics, 49, 64, 103, 104–105, 108. See also Peirce, Charles Sanders; trichotomies
“Settlement” (Victor), 71–73, 74
sex, 42
sexuality, 100, 104, 105, 106
sexual violence, 94–95
Shange, Savannah, 133
Shockley, Evie: “alma’s arkestral vision (or, farther out),” 64–66, 74; suddenly we, 64–65, 74–75
Sinclair, Gail, 69
singing, 35, 41, 42, 58, 61, 97–98; Lindon Barrett on, 93, 100, 102. See also song
singular, the: as collective, 40, 78; “I” as, 36, 59; “me” as, 64; multivalent subjectivity and, 59; as plural, 42, 75; relationship with the collective, 37; the speaker as, 41, 46; the subject as, 46; “we” as, 74
slavery. See enslavement
socioecology, 50–52, 56
solidarity, 73, 78, 81, 124, 125n3, 133
song, 65–66; ancient Greek, 66; animal, 61; loss and, 58–59, 61, 63; Mammy and, 95, 97; poetry as, 40, 75; popular, 41, 45, 48, 67. See also music; singing
Song, Min Hyoung, 50–51
sonnets, 43, 45, 48, 70
space: Black, 92; blank, 49, 53, 54, 61; carried, 104; clearing, 58; community, 127n6, 136n22; constrained, 78; for creativity, 123n1, 128n8, 136n22; domestic, 99, 101; fantasy, 94, 99, 100; holding, 53, 59; Image, 102, 103, 106, 108; orchestral, 66; outer, 65–66; placement, 53, 66, 75–76; spatiotemporality, 51, 73; white, 99, 128n7
Spahr, Juliana, 52; This Connection of Everything with Lungs, 78–79, 85; “Transitory, Momentary,” 56–59, 63
Spaide, Christopher, 64
speaker, the: as generic, 41, 43, 46–47; as “I,” 35, 41, 54, 55, 58–59; lyric “me” and, 64; plural “I” and, 42, 48, 120; poet as/as not, 41, 45; presumption of, 76; universality and, 69; unreferenced, 53; use of “we” as, 42; whiteness and, 67–68
Spillers, Hortense, 43, 46
Srinivasan, Tara, 145, 145
Stager, Jennifer, 35–38; Public Feminism in Times of Crisis (with Leila Easa), 37, 78
Starry Night and the Astronauts (Thomas), 64, 65, 66
Steele, Claude, 82–83
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