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Van Ness South Tenants Association 

Sedgwick Gardens Tenant Association 

Brandywine Tenant Association 

Connecticut House Tenants Association 

Kenmore Residents Association 

4000 Mass Tenants Association 

Saratoga Chesapeake Tenants Association 

 

 

June 13, 2022 

Mayor Muriel Bowser 

John A. Wilson Building 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20004 

 

Dear Mayor Bowser, 

We are writing to thank you for spending two hours with us in Forest Hills on June 8th discussing the 

substantial, harmful effects that the city’s housing voucher programs are having on our buildings and 

our neighborhood. We appreciate your willingness to listen and to agree on positive steps that the city 

can take to partially address the problems we have experienced. 

During the meeting, you agreed to take action in the three ways that we believe will have greatest 

impact: increasing transparency, protecting rent stabilized units, and lowering the extremely high 

approved rents for housing vouchers. 

1. Increase transparency: We requested, and you agreed to provide to the extent possible under 

existing law, detailed aggregate (non-personal) data on the number of housing vouchers used. 

Specifically, this should include the number of housing vouchers: a) by year and voucher 

program citywide; b) by year, voucher program and ward; c) by year, voucher program, and 

zip code; and d) by year, voucher program and building for all apartment and condominium 

buildings in Ward 3.  

 

In addition, we request detailed information about the rents actually paid for units occupied by 

voucher recipients, which often far exceed the rents paid on comparable units by renters who 

pay entirely out of pocket. Not only does this incentivize landlords to prefer voucher holders 

over non-voucher holders, but a recently enacted law makes this illegal. Such instances should 

be referred to the Attorney General. Some of the information we request already is being 

monitored by city agencies; some of it is held by DCHA. DCHA has deferred decisions about 

the release of such data to your administration. 

2. Protect rent stabilization: We requested, and you agreed to provide, an explicit statement that 

your administration’s policy is to defend rent stabilization and rent-stabilized units citywide, 

and that reaching your affordable housing goals in Rock Creek West or elsewhere in the city 

does not entail “converting” existing rent-stabilized units into means-tested units. Such 

https://lims.dccouncil.us/downloads/LIMS/46603/Signed_Act/B24-0096-Signed_Act.pdf
https://bit.ly/DCHA-overturn-FOIA-rejection-PDF
https://bit.ly/DCHA-overturn-FOIA-rejection-PDF
https://housing.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/housingdc/publication/attachments/RCW%20Roadmap_12.16.21.pdf
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conversions eliminate existing rent-stabilized units for non-voucher holding tenants. They 

would drastically diminish the stock of affordable rent-stabilized housing available to 

moderate- and middle-income Washingtonians. 

3. Lower approved rents for housing vouchers: We requested, and you agreed to seek, tenant 

representation on the DCHA working group that is planning to revise approved rents for 

housing vouchers, which currently far exceed market prices for apartments in our area. These 

extremely high rents harm renters who don’t have housing vouchers, and the inflated overall 

cost wastes taxpayer dollars and means less money for more vouchers or other forms of 

affordable housing. Specifically, we request that renters and condo owners (those who are not 

absentee landlords) have equal representation with housing providers, who have an incentive 

to keep rents extremely high. Moreover, we strongly suggest that the group include 

economists with special expertise on housing vouchers. 

 

We were pleased to receive a cordial email from DCHA Director Brenda Donald on June 11th, 

inviting our participation in the DCHA process. We hope that this will lead to our active 

participation in meetings, a role in the decision-making process, and parity between the 

various stakeholders. 

In addition to these three general areas of agreement, we also requested that you take action on the 

serious threat to public safety in our buildings and our neighborhood that likely are related to these 

housing policies. Specifically, we ask your administration to propose action it will take when some 

voucher recipients pose a serious threat to their neighbors. In addition, we ask that you substantially 

increase police presence in PSA-203 to help counteract the sharp rise in crime that has occurred in 

this area during implementation of these housing policies. 

We strongly agree with your goal of creating substantially more affordable housing in the District. 

Taking the positive steps outlined above will be a good start to addressing some of the problems that 

have arisen because of the widespread and increasing reliance on housing vouchers to address 

homelessness and the need for more affordable housing. We believe that the key is to increase the 

availability of deeply affordable housing with adequate support for those who need it without further 

shrinking the stock of rent-stabilized housing that is so important to working- and middle-class 

Washingtonians, especially seniors and others on fixed incomes. 

However, the exponentially expanding use of extremely high-priced housing vouchers as the central 

mechanism for addressing homelessness and the undersupply of deeply affordable housing are having 

severely negative consequences, often concentrating poverty in specific buildings in targeted areas 

like the upper Connecticut Avenue corridor. Sedgwick Gardens in Cleveland Park, the subject of the 

shocking Washington Post story published in 2019, is not an “outlier” as you suggested in the 

meeting but increasingly is typical of many large apartment buildings and condominiums in our area. 

The Rock Creek West Roadmap seems to call for even greater expansion of these deeply flawed and 

harmful housing policies, which do not address, but instead exacerbate, displacement. This would 

have a massive impact on Ward 3 and other targeted areas of the city. 

While our tenant associations together represent only a few thousand renters in Ward 3, we know that 

there are many others like us who share our concerns. Tenant associations representing residents of 

other large apartment buildings in Ward 3 will soon join our coalition. In addition, we are part of a 

https://www.bisnow.com/washington-dc/news/affordable-housing/potential-changes-to-dcs-housing-voucher-program-has-lenders-and-landlords-skittish-113295
https://www.vnsta.org/s/Comparative-crime-stats-DC.pdf
https://wapo.st/34d48r3
https://housing.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/housingdc/publication/attachments/RCW%20Roadmap_12.16.21.pdf
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coalition of 88 tenant associations representing residents of apartment buildings in all eight Wards. 

They will be eager to learn what progress is made as a result of our meeting. 

Thousands of condominium owners also have a stake in efforts to correct current problems in the 

housing voucher programs. Absentee owners of condominium units in their buildings are racking up 

enormous profits by charging voucher holders extremely high rents, even for third-rate units, with the 

city picking up the tab. This violates HUD and DCHA rules and also likely is illegal under DC law. 

Absentee landlords earning windfall profits have little incentive to take action when some tenants 

exhibit the worst nuisance or even criminal behavior. This places an enormous burden on other 

condominium owners, who are forced to pay for added security and legal fees. As a result, the 

financial burden on these condominium owners is even worse than on renters, because their property 

values can plummet, resulting in tens of thousands of dollars in losses. 

Again, we appreciate your willingness to meet with us to discuss these complex issues and to your 

expressed commitment to taking these positive steps on improving transparency, protecting rent 

stabilization, and substantially lowering approved rents for housing vouchers. In addition, we 

appreciate your intention to find ways to increase security in our buildings and police presence in our 

neighborhood and we look forward to hearing your specific proposals. Because of the urgency of the 

issues we discussed and the risks to public safety, we respectfully request that you move forward on 

these action items as quickly as possible. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Harry Gural, President, Van Ness South Tenants Association 

Carren Kaston, President, Sedgwick Gardens Tenant Association 

David Luria, President, Brandywine Tenant Association, co-founder, DC Area Tenants Association Consortium 

Bill Hawkins, President, Kenmore Residents Association, co-founder, DC Area Tenants Association Consortium 

Amy Schussheim, President, Connecticut House Tenants Association 

Iris Lipkowitz, President, 4000 Mass Tenants Association 

Karen Mitchell, President, Saratoga Chesapeake Tenants Association 

Kim Farmer, co-owner, 4600 Connecticut Avenue condominium 

Teri Huet, resident, Avalon the Albemarle 

 

Cc: Kevin Donahue, City Administrator 

Brenda Donald, Executive Director, DC Housing Authority 

Laura Zeilinger, Director, Department of Human Services 

Theresa Silla, Executive Director, Interagency Council on Homelessness 

Chris Geldart, Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice 

 

Councilmember Mary Cheh 

Councilmember Anita Bonds 

DC Council Chairman Phil Mendelson 

Attorney General Karl Racine 

https://lims.dccouncil.us/downloads/LIMS/46603/Signed_Act/B24-0096-Signed_Act.pdf

