
Introduction

For the first time, Orlando Bike Coalition, Orlando YIMBY, Central Floridians for Public Transit, Alianza Center
for Progress, and the Orange County Chapter of the NAACP have created a Smart Growth Coalition aimed at
educating public officials on Smart Growth Principles. Each of these is a grassroots organization advocating for
a better, healthier, safer Orange County.

Elections for Orange County Commissioners Districts 2, 4, and 6 and the Orange County Mayor have arrived.
Mail in ballots are being mailed out in July. Election Day is August 23, 2022. Further information about Early
Voting can be found here. This questionnaire is intended to help educate the public about the positions and
ideas of each candidate.

Below are the responses of all candidates we received for the Orange County Mayoral race by July 6,
2022. Responses were edited only for grammar.

Please note: Several of these organizations are 501c3 non-profits, and as such, do not endorse or support any
candidate. Answers will be shared as we receive them, unedited, directly from the candidates.

Not sure what district you live in? Find your Commissioner here. To find your polling place, visit the Orange
County Supervisors of Elections at ocfelections.com/find-my-polling-place .

This document is ADA Accessible.

https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/about-smart-growth
https://www.ocfelections.com/early-voting
http://orangecountyfl.net/BoardofCommissioners.aspx#.YqeRrfNKj6Y


Mayor

What does smart growth look like to you? Consider economic, environmental, and social equity factors.

Jerry L. Demings:

In my opinion, smart growth looks like the "Experimental Prototype Community of Tomorrow" EPCOT
envisioned by Walt Disney.  It is a place where there is a convergence of innovation, entertainment and culture,
protection of the environment, production of clean renewable energy sources, multimodal transit options and
density of housing types that works for everyone. Smart growth is indicative of land use models that
concentrate growth in compact walkable urban centers to avoid sprawl. It also advocates compact,
transit-oriented, walkable, bicycle-friendly land use, including neighborhood schools, complete streets, and
mixed-use development with a range of housing choices. If done correctly, this would be seen through an
equity lens as high quality of life with all the amenities of nature, low crime, high employment, with a range of
development and conservation strategies.

Dr. Kelly Semrad:

The pillars of my campaign are Quality of life (Economic Development), Equity, and Environment. As an expert
(PhD) in socio economic development and policy reform for tourism destinations that have an eco-sensitive
system, smart growth must be framed within the Quality of Life paradigm. This means that smart growth is
reflected through economic development not economic growth. There is a distinct difference between these
two economic terms.  Economic development concentrates on ensuring that the local economy is working for
the people. Small and medium business enterprises are critical. Wages must be commensurate with the cost of
living. Housing must be affordable. From an economic development perspective smart growth must identify the
gaps in our local economy that prevent professional and educational opportunities from emerging for our
people.  Resources and funding mechanisms must then be dedicated to closing these gaps to ensure OC
people have an enhanced Quality of Life.

As Vice Chair for Save Orange County, Inc. environmental smart growth must focus on the preservation and
conservation of our natural resources. We must ensure we protect our natural lands and aquifer recharge
areas. This means we must have less of an environmental impact then what OC currently has and does to our
environment.  Smart growth from an environmental perspective must concentrate on infill projects,
development must be compact in the inner core of OC, we should be building vertically (up) , we should not be
following urban sprawl growth patterns like we do currently. Developments should be the most dense and
intense near job corridors and public transit.  Impervious surfaces must be used whenever possible. Wetlands
must not be infilled.  Further, an Urban Service Area Boundary and Rural Service Area Boundary must be
established and defined within our Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Future Land Use Map to prevent the
continued urban sprawl of Orange County.  Developments must include mixed land use and promote public
transit, and to reduce our carbon output we must require that developments consider multi modalities of
transportation (e.g., walking/bikes/etc.).

From a social equity perspective, smart growth must involve reinvesting into existing neighborhoods and
providing housing opportunities for people of all income levels and stages of life.  Smart growth and social
equity require that there are transportation options that are affordable and give people more mobility to seek
professional and educational opportunities.  Low income and minority communities do not receive the same
equitable opportunities in Orange County when it comes to development.  There are environmental injustices
that occur for these communities. These communities bear a disproportionate share of negative urban sprawl
consequences that cost them money, reduce their opportunities, and are blatantly unfair.



Are you publicly supporting the transportation sales tax? Why or why not? What kind of projects will you
support receiving this funding?

Jerry L. Demings:

Yes, I am the principal architect and promoter of the sales tax and as Mayor, I have done approximately 300
presentations within the community on the subject.  This is a transformative approach that will provide a
dedicated funding source to create a true multimodal transit system for Orange County. The goal is to reduce
traffic congestion, create jobs and diversify our economy. The plan is to create better access to convenient,
reliable, affordable transit options and spawn transit-oriented housing development.

I also see this as a way to reduce the need to rely so heavily on the building of roads as the primary means of
travel for our region.  There is a 1200-page plan available on Orange County's website at
www.ocfl.net/transportation.

It includes pedestrian and bicycle safety features such as true dedicated bike paths, integrated
multijurisdictional traffic engineering systems, bus rapid transit, east/west commuter rail connectivity, expanded
SunRail hours of operation and doubling the size of the LYNX bus fleet and routes within Orange County.

The plan improves the county's financial strength in competing for federal infrastructure funding and we would
see increased production of affordable and attainable housing located conveniently near transit hubs.  I support
this option because it is the only methodology in which tourists would pay more than half of the projected $600
in annual revenue received from the sales tax.

Senior citizens and low-income riders would benefit from 50% fare reductions and gain access to more jobs
within the region. I support the plan because it also includes transparency and accountability. There will be a
technical committee, citizen oversight committee and all expenditures will be subject to audit by the
independently elected Orange County Comptroller.

Dr. Kelly Semrad:

Please allow me to rephrase this question. Do I support a transportation sales tax? Yes. I do. Do I support the
proposed "Penny Tax" referendum that we will see on our November ballots? Absolutely not.  The reason that I
do not support the proposed referendum to increase our sales tax is because we must first identify existing
sources of revenue that OC can dedicate towards transportation improvements. Currently, OC (Orlando) is the
number one visited tourism destination in the country. We host nearly 80 million tourists a year.  These tourists
come to our county and enjoy the destination's attractions, use our infrastructure, and our natural resources.  I
have worked on numerous policy reforms where we have restructured the TDT as a funding mechanism for
transportation improvements. Yes, there are state limitations regarding how TDT revenues may be used;
however, these limitations do not exclude infrastructure improvements.

Further, after attending the BCC Penny Tax meeting I was appalled that Mayor Demings was not capable of
seeing the correlation between the toll road through Split Oak Forest that he and the majority of the BCC
members voted in favor for and then their future oversight of the tax money generated by an increased sales
tax.  What is to prevent the BCC from making similar decisions that the community opposes regarding
transportation?  Nothing. Citizens even took the initiative to protect Split Oak Forest in our County Constitution
and still the BCC stood by their vote to put a road through a forest that was left in perpetuity to the people and
wildlife. So, do I support the sales tax referendum? No.  Further, Mayor Demings resistance to increasing the
allocation of funds that the tax revenue would generate towards mass transit development as opposed to road
widening projects is not representative of a fund that is being used to initiate smart growth.



If OC was to have a transportation sales tax that was used in the best interest of the community, the types of
projects that I would support to receive funding include: complete streets, increase opportunities for
telecommuting (incentivize companies to give employees the option to work from home. Incentives can be in
the form of tax breaks), make public transit a human right in OC (this means increased access points and drop
off points), power traffic lights through artificial intelligence, designate specific streets for different transportation
modalities to ensure safety, digitize curb access (similar to how you reserve an airplane seat you would need to
reserve and pay for a parking space up front), encourage multiple modality transportation programs. These are
just a few of the types of programs and projects that I would support receiving funding from a transportation
sales tax. However, note, I feel that tax should be generated by way of tourism and not on the backs of our
residents.

Please name two streets you would switch to Complete Streets and what you would change.

Jerry L. Demings:

Semoran Corridor and Colonial Drive Corridor; We would include bus rapid transit in the corridor, with traffic
engineering technology improvements for pedestrian and bicycle safety.

Dr. Kelly Semrad:

When answering this question, I think it is important to distinguish that there are differences between streets
and roads. Roads connect a point A to a point B. Whereas, streets are public roads and have buildings on both
sides of the street. So, all streets are roads but not all roads are streets.  In Orange County, we have many
dangerous roads and many dangerous streets.  We also have dangerous highways that are not within the
pervy of Orange County to make roadway improvements because they are managed by a different entity. I
think it should be a metro goal to have all our streets be complete streets.  If I only had two that I could choose,
I would select Alafaya Trail and Orange Blossom Trail.  In my effort to convert these streets to complete
streets, I would follow nationally recognized organizations and their standards for designing, construction, and
maintenance for complete streets. My vision for OBT and Alafaya Trail would be streets that can be used
safely and support the mobility of all users. This means the streets would be safe for all ages, abilities, and
modality of transportation. For Orange County to achieve a network of complete streets we need to revisit the
County's Pedestrian Safety Initiative and our walk-ride-thrive program and convert plans into policy that can be
enforced to improve the quality of life of residents.

In what ways do you see our current transportation system connected to our health and quality of life?

Jerry L. Demings:

A true multimodal system of transit will aid in reducing the reliance on single vehicle automobiles, which will
reduce carbon emissions that will lead to improved air quality.  In addition, with the traffic, pedestrian and
bicycle safety improvements, we will realize a reduction in traffic crashes and related injuries.  Lastly, improved
mobility reduces stress on human beings and its related health consequences.  This initiative would improve
pay and wages for our workforce and create entrepreneurial opportunities to allow residents to better afford
health insurance.

Dr. Kelly Semrad:

Transportation is generally viewed as a means to moving people and goods.  However, our transportation
system significantly impacts our quality of life, which is directly correlated to our overall health.  A primary pillar
of my campaign is Quality of Life. Within Quality of Life, I consider physical well-being, mental wellbeing, social
wellbeing and economic well being. Seldom do we hear from policymakers that transportation systems are
related to our health and quality of life.  Roadway congestion and sitting in rush hour traffic is an indicator of an
inefficient transportation system that is wasting personal and family time and decreasing people's financial

https://www.transportation.gov/mission/health/complete-streets


resources. Further, the ability for one to move or be mobile has a direct impact on their psychological state and
level of independence. Orange County is failing in its public transit. This failure directly impacts how people
view their level of success to get to a job, to visit family and friends, to care for themselves and their family.
Transportation systems are a foundational utilitarian service that every county and municipality should ensure
is functional for all its residents.  Orange County needs to adopt a policy that recognizes that all residents have
the right to access safe, healthy and affordable means of transportation.

Most of our roads today are designed for speed. How would you change that to get pedestrian and bicycle
deaths down to zero?

Jerry L. Demings:

For example, we would upgrade traffic engineering systems with innovations that would alert drivers and
pedestrians to the presence of each other using smart phone and smart city technology. Roadway
infrastructure improvements will be done to include dedicated bicycle lanes, automated speed enforcement,
traffic calming features, improved signalization and multijurisdictional coordination between the municipalities
and county.

Dr. Kelly Semrad:

First, I think that it is critical for a mayor to acknowledge that bicyclists and pedestrians have the same
equitable safety rights to be on our roads. Data regarding pedestrian collisions and bicyclists collisions with
automobiles reveals that the faster the rate of vehicle speed the more likely an accident will result in a cyclist or
pedestrian fatality.  Data also demonstrates that a reduction in speed limits does result in a decline of
collisions.  However, generally speaking drivers will only drop their speed by 5MPH.  If I were to launch a
reduction in speed program throughout Orange County, I would do the following 1) reduce speed limits; 2) cite
drivers a hefty fee for traveling over the speed limit; 3) increase the amount of citations; 4) use accompanying
engineering and speed management (e.g., traffic calming techniques) 5) to encourage vehicular compliance,
more education is required regarding speed, safety, and the multiple modalities used in Orange County.

Do you navigate Orlando by bike, foot, or public transportation? If so, for what purposes (commuting,
recreation, errands) and how often? If not, why not?

Jerry L. Demings:

I rarely navigate our community by public transportation.  However, I ride my bicycle and run/walk several
times a week along our roadways for recreational purposes.

Dr. Kelly Semrad:

I live in the rural service area of East Orange County.  We do not have an option for public transit within the
area.  I am a professor at UCF. I use the UCF transportation bus that leaves UCF main campus to get me to
UCF Rosen College of Hospitality Management, which is about 45 minutes from the main campus.  I use the
bus during workdays for several reasons: 1) Whenever possible I try to reduce my carbon footprint; 2) it saves
on the cost of gas and tolls; 3) and it reduces the number of vehicles on the road.

Most of the decisions made at the Board of County Commission meetings are related to development and land
use. Meanwhile, suburban sprawl is paving over our natural areas which serve important natural disaster
mitigation, recreational uses, and stormwater retention. How will you holistically integrate housing, transit, and
preservation of natural resources into every land use decision?



Jerry L. Demings:

The county is currently finalizing its Vision 2050 Plan for land use that will holistically integrate housing, transit
and preservation of natural resources into every land use decision.  In addition, this plan will integrate with my
Housing for All plan to add 30,000 additional "affordable and attainable" housing types.  I led efforts to create
Orange County's first locally controlled Housing Trust Fund, which was established in 2019 and includes a
commitment of $160 million in funding during a 10-year period.

Dr. Kelly Semrad:

I serve as Vice Chair for Save Orange County, Inc. Save Orange County, Inc. is a sustainable growth initiatives
organization. Our effort has been to preserve rural communities and natural land throughout Orange County.
As an individual, I sued Orange County for urban sprawl with five other people. We paid for legal fees selling
hot dogs and boiled peanuts at local festivals. I got a second job to help and took my name off our family home
deed so the developers could not take our house if we lost. We WON in court. The judge found that OC was
violating its comprehensive land use plan by promoting urban sprawl developments. OC did nothing. They
disregarded the judge’s order. I am adamant that every land use decision considers the return on investment
that the existing community is going to get out of the development – not the future people that we are building
all these homes for – we are accountable to our existing constituents!  As mayor, one of my first initiatives will
be an urban service area boundary and a rural service area boundary.  This effort will be done as a cost saving
mechanism for taxpayers.  Urban developments will occur within the urban service area. The services that are
required to support the urban population will be allocated towards the urban area. Rural developments will
occur within the rural service area. Further, definitions of what constitutes urban vs rural will clearly be defined
within the comprehensive land use plan.  Additionally, I will facilitate the effort that privately led text
amendments will require a super majority vote from the BCC.

Orange County’s Housing For All Action Plan calls for an incremental 86,100 housing units to be built over the
next ten years. However, the Orlando Economic Partnership estimates that we will have 1,000 people moving
to the region every week, which would imply that we need 250,000 - 500,000+ new units in the region over the
next ten years. If you agree with the premise, what policies will you support to ensure that we will build
500,000+ units over the next ten years?

Jerry L. Demings:

We can only accomplish the goal of meeting the true need of diverse housing types by streamlining our land
use processes and incentivizing the building of mixed used high-density developments within job centers.  This
can only be done through public/private partnerships.  Several projects are already underway or have been
completed.  Additionally, we will use both our Housing Trust Fund and Sales Tax Initiative funds as leverage to
apply for federal and state grants to build transit-oriented housing.  We are presently budgeting for additional
staff to increase efficiency in permitting and reduce processing time for plans review.  Orange County has also
activated Requests for Proposals for building affordable housing projects through the availability of
county-owned surplus lands to keep the overall cost of developments below market rates.  This all came about
during my administration as mayor.

Dr. Kelly Semrad:

In Mayor Demings’ first 100 days in office, he committed a task force – Housing for All.  The task force
provided short- and long-term solutions for affordable housing. The BCC adopted the task force’s
recommendations in December 2019. It is now 2.5 years later, and our housing situation is horrific for our
residents. This past spring (2022) he felt compelled to hire a research firm for $60,000 to determine if we have
an affordable housing emergency. The report came back that we don’t have an emergency, we have a crisis.
Consequently, the mayor did not declare a housing emergency.  Well, I’m sorry but the average rent going up

https://www.clickorlando.com/news/local/2021/07/01/boomtown-the-pandemic-did-not-stop-people-moving-to-central-florida/


by nearly 30% in Orange County is an emergency for families.  We as a county need to get to a position where
we can take care of our existing population! It's great that 1,000 people every week want to move into our
region. However, at that rate we will out price the people who currently live here.  We need to solve our
affordable housing emergency for the existing population. We have gentrification occurring in some of our
oldest neighborhoods.  Affordable housing is the priority NOT the 1,000 people that are moving here that can
afford to buy homes in the inflated real estate market.

Many cities across the US have taken historic steps towards ending exclusionary zoning, and the Biden
Administration has promoted it as well. Minneapolis, Portland, St. Petersburg (Florida), and the entire state of
California have recently amended their zoning codes to allow for more housing options (e.g. duplexes,
fourplexes, and small apartment buildings) in areas previously zoned exclusively for single-detached homes.
Do you support increasing our supply of housing by updating current single-detached exclusionary zoning to
allow for diverse housing options? If not, where would you keep single-family exclusionary zoning in place?

Jerry L. Demings:

Yes, I support this type of creativity in land use and Vision 2050 and Comprehensive Plan process are currently
being revised.  Our codes have been updated to allow for accessory dwelling units in communities without
deed restrictions.

Dr. Kelly Semrad:

Yes, I do support ending exclusionary zoning.  Land is a finite resource. As in there is no more land being
made! The land that we have is all that we will ever have. What we need to do in Orange County is build up
and not out. We must update current single-detached exclusionary zoning to allow for more diverse housing
options. Further, we must concentrate density and intensity towards the central core and near job corridors.
We cannot continue to sink resources into continued road expansion and growth to accommodate
developments that are occurring in the rural service area. This is not smart growth.

If a good infill housing development was being proposed in your district, but some neighbors wanted it blocked,
what factors would you consider when deciding whether or not to support or oppose the project? Would you
consider the wellbeing of people who do not yet live in that neighborhood? Please provide an example where
you supported such a housing development, whether as an elected official or activist. What factors would you
consider if the project was in another commissioner’s district?

Jerry L. Demings:

I would consider compatibility, environmental concerns, existing building code, zoning, traffic impacts, rural
settlement designation and neighboring property owner support or opposition in making my determination on
whether to support or not. I would consider the well-being of people living in nearby neighborhoods if there are
potential negative impacts, such as traffic, noise, wetland impacts, etc. As mayor, I have county-wide
jurisdiction and try to balance out all concerns in making decisions. I have supported high-density projects in
the UCF corridor due to the extraordinary need for student housing.

Dr. Kelly Semrad:

I have never run for an elected office.  I can speak from an activist’s perception. A good infill project must be
defined as a housing development that solves problems for a community. That provides a return on investment
for a community.  It is important to understand why some of the neighbors would want the infill project blocked.
It is important to listen to the constituents and to hear what they say and get the research needed to
understand their commentary. It is helpful to have a dialogue with the person. Not simply cut them off at 2 or 3
minutes and say, “Thank you for your comment. Next speaker please.” Infill can be about the construction of

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/05/16/president-biden-announces-new-actions-to-ease-the-burden-of-housing-costs/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/05/16/president-biden-announces-new-actions-to-ease-the-burden-of-housing-costs/


houses on vacant or underused lots that are interspersed among older existing properties and in established
urban neighborhoods. Or infill could be about the repurposing of buildings. Infill housing can be used to
address affordable housing. In some instances, infill may reduce crime.

Generally, I have heard complaints from residents that reference that the proposed infill construction does not
match the styles of existing homes, issues of noise pollution, light pollution, structures that are taller and will
peering into people’s back yards, traffic issues/broken roads.  Orange County BCC must do a better job of
listening to concerns and finding remedies to address those concerns.  It is also important to note, that
sometimes a good infill project that meets large community resistance is not actually right for that community.
Our job is to represent our constituents who reside with us today, not our future constituents that are going to
move here one day.  The community must be enabled to participate in the vision of growth and development
that they see.

Environmental injustices, including climate change, have a disproportionate impact on communities of color
and low-income communities.  President Biden recently signed the Justice 40 Initiative. How do you plan to
ensure the policy is implemented within our marginalized communities?

Jerry L. Demings:

I joined mayors from across the nation in supporting the Biden Administration's "House America" Initiative and I
am looking to better understand how this initiative integrates with the Justice 40 Initiative. I have met with HUD
Secretary Marcia Fudge during the planning phase.  Additionally, we have staff evaluating the Climate and
Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST), which is a geospatial mapping tool to identify disadvantaged
communities that are marginalized, underserved, and overburdened by pollution.  The tool is currently a Beta
test site. Once we understand conditions within Orange, we will engage with community partners on strategies
to address the disparities and apply for federal and state funding.  I have also participated in discussions with
White House senior officials to better understand the dynamics of the program and related facts for
consideration.

Dr. Kelly Semrad:

I generally reference environmental injustices as environmental racism.  As vice chair for Save Orange County,
Inc. we have dealt with environmental racism where lower economic neighborhoods and areas have
contaminated water in the area that is three times the state threshold for lead and E. coli. Of particular concern
is that many of the homes in the area are on well water. We cannot even be sure that the people living within
the area are all aware of the pollutants in the area. I attend or watch nearly all the BCC meetings. I’ve never
heard in the staff reports a reference as to how a proposed development may impact the air quality of an area.
Particularly for neighborhoods of lower income.

To implement Justice40 initiatives we will need to find a means to remove funding barriers and strengthen our
existing programs.  A first step will be to remove the environmental protection department from under the
planning department and place the environmental protection department within the public health domain.  This
would allow the environmental department to be more than a rubber-stamping process and would allow these
experts to exercise their expertise to make a strong difference in protecting our environment and guaranteeing
environmental equity across the county.  Secondly, we must seek federal funding in the forms of grants and
contracts to help ensure we have the investment funds necessary to help realize Justice40. Further, we must
assess the county’s existing resources to determine how we can locally reduce high levels of pollution,
disinvestment in lower income communities, clean up, create pollution-free energy and transportation,
workforce development, and quality and affordable housing as well as the right to clean water in these
communities.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2021/07/20/the-path-to-achieving-justice40/


Over 90% of the County’s waterways have substandard water quality putting citizens at risk. How would you
prioritize the quality of our water and what steps do you envision taking to prevent future pollution?

Jerry L. Demings:

I have made it a high priority to improve water quality and I supported the Board of County Commission in
passing a fertilizer ordinance that took effect this summer, which restricts the use of fertilizer during the rainy
months.  It will result in less pollutants entering our waterways and aquifer, which will improve water quality for
our lakes and other water bodies. Orange County has also identified the locations of residential septic tanks
throughout the county.  We applied for and in 2021 received $41 million in State funding for septic-to-sewer
conversions in the Pine Hills and Wekiwa Springs areas.  We will continue to explore funding options to
increase the pace of these types of conversions.

Dr. Kelly Semrad:

The quality of Orange County water is at the tip top of my list of priorities as mayor.  There are many initiatives
that I will pursue as mayor to prevent future pollution: 1) Aggressive wetland mitigation policy reform; 2)
retention pond policy reform; 3) septic tank policy reform; 4) establish and implement a framework for the
Rights of Nature/Right to Clean Water (2020 Charter Amendment); 5) Continued Fertilizer Ordinance; 6)
Educational programs for what each household can do to prevent water pollution; 7) Blow or sweep fertilizer
back into grass and not down the stormwater drains on roads; 8) Recycling reform; 9) Stormwater policy
reform; 10) Mulch or compost yard waste; 11) Litter pick up/shorelines and in water bodies, only to name a few.

Habitat loss is causing a rapid decline of the biodiversity in Florida. How do you think this affects your
community? What initiatives do you see yourself implementing to prevent this from happening?

Jerry L. Demings:

I led efforts through the Board of County Commission to commit $100 million for acquisition of 23,000 acres
of additional preservation lands during the next 10 years.  At my direction, Orange County is currently
finalizing its Vision 2050 plan that will provide the framework for regulating land use for the next 30 years.
This is an intentional strategy that will transcend the current Board's tenure and give guidance for land
development for several decades and future Boards.

Dr. Kelly Semrad:

Biological diversity is what manages the health of our planet. The loss of biodiversity in Florida and beyond
impacts all our lives.  Reduced biodiversity will result in a future where food supplies are vulnerable and
fresh water supply is dangerously depleted.  In the USA our ecosystem is valued at $33 trillion a year in
services that it provides to the health of our communities. Our country’s GDP is about $23 trillion. We could
not afford to purchase all the services that mother nature does for our communities for free.

As mayor, I have a load of initiatives that I will implement to prevent biodiversity loss.  Here are just a few: 1)
integrate conservation and development for improved biodiversity and development outcomes preserve our
agricultural land. 2) Apply for Outstanding Waterways on the water bodies we have that are not yet ruined
(e.g., Lake Pickett). 3) Remove the environmental protection department from the planning department and
put the environmental protection department in the health department. 4) Include public health perspectives
in landscape and ecosystem management. 5) Transform financial structures for conservation and
restoration (e.g., targeting subsidies). 6) Enable community ownership of decision-making structures and



natural resources; 7) Commit to educational reform on the importance of biodiversity in Orange County. 8)
Promote sustainable development and uphold sustainable development. 9) Hire the appropriate staff that
can uphold sustainable development and biodiversity conservation. Fire the staff that cannot uphold
sustainable development and biodiversity conservation. 10) Support the communities that have the most at
stake in the climate, health, and biodiversity crises to own development discourse.  11)  We cannot continue
to pave over our local farms. 12) Require all developments to use native plants. 13) Incentivize planting
local flowers, fruits, and vegetables. 14) Respect local habitats. 15) Do not issue mass grading permits. 16)
Do not remove scrub habitat, to name a few.


