
WHILE residents of ritzy Mosman in
Sydney’s North Shore have an average
income of $130,000 a year, workers on
the Northern Rivers are among the
lowest paid in NSW.
Tenterfield has the lowest total aver-
age income in the whole of the state at
$27,247.
This is closely followed by Kyogle at
$29,182, Richmond Valley at $31,224;
Byron Bay at $33,438 and Lismore at
$34,461.
Of all of the local government areas
on the Northern Rivers, people in Balli-
na earned the most, with an average
income of $36,844.
But that is still about $12,000 less than
the state average of $48,755.

These new figures
from the Australian
Bureau of Statistics
show people in this
region are continuing to
struggle because of the
low wages and high
costs of living, says Tony
Davies, the Northern
Rivers Social Develop-
ment Council’s chief executive.
“The income gap nationally is getting
wider,” he said.
“Incomes in our region are about
60-70% of the state average and often
half or a third of the average Sydney
wage.
“Traditionally our region has very
high unemployment.
“In the past that has been offset by
housing costs being a lot lower than in
other areas.

“But in the last five or six
years we have seen the cost of
housing going up considerably –
rents and the prices of homes.
“Also, people do face signif-

icant travel costs because we
have to rely on private cars.
“So increasing fuel costs is

another thing that has an impact.
“People’s disposable incomes –

the money they use to have a good
life in our region – have dropped.
“We have also seen downturns in

key industries such as tourism.”
That’s the bad news.
But Mr Davies believes there are
solutions to our income woes.
“There are roles for all three levels of
government to support affordable hous-
ing developments and public housing,”
he said.
“With transport, what we are going to
see is that people will really suffer
because we don’t yet have effective
options.
“NRSDC has been advocating very
strongly that the State Government
urgently develops an integrated tran-
sport strategy to come up with a mod-
ern, best practice solution.
“There’s a young woman I know who
was training to become a childcare
worker.
“But she had to travel from Kyogle to
Lismore every day, and it cost her $10 a
day.
“When you don’t earn much, that is a
lot of money.”
The development of the National
Broadband Network is also important in
bridging the gap between regional and
metropolitan incomes, Mr Davies says.
“We have very skilled people in our
region,” he said.
“Fast broadband will help us to look
at how these people can access what
used to be city-based jobs.”
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*When you buy one coffee
receive another of

equal or lesser value
absolutely FREE!

Now that’s a BARGAIN!

Verandah Cafe, Gallans Road, Ballina
Located just 1 km north of Ballina Byron Gateway Airport turnoff.

Phone 6620 5150

OPEN Weekdays
9am - 5pm
OPEN Weekends
10am - 4pm

Buy local
bargains
COUPON

FREE COFFEEFREE COFFEE**!!
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LOCAL News4

AN APPARENT increase in
women being charged with
domestic violence-related as-
saults will be one of the issues
explored by a new State Gov-
ernment inquiry.
The NSW Legislative Coun-
cil’s Standing Committee on
Social Issues is calling on all
interested people and stake-
holders to contribute to the
inquiry which will investigate
strategies to reduce breaches
and improve compliance with
Apprehended Domestic Vio-
lence Orders.
Lennox Head-based Liberal
MLC, Catherine Cusack, who
sits on the committee, said the
committee will also look into
new technologies such as GPS
bracelets.
“We have picked up some
disturbing trends that we don’t
understand and the minister
wants that looked into,” she
said.
“I’ve been involved in (dom-
estic violence) inquiries before
but unfortunately it just keeps
going on.

“It’s not an issue we seem to
be able to find the answer to
but we have to keep updating
our legislation and our tech-
nology and I’m hoping this
inquiry will focus on things
that work and will help ensure
that the government is better
focusing its resources.
“Domestic violence, family
violence – it appears that there
are more women perpetrators,
that police are having to act
against more women and we
don’t understand that. Is that
because more offences are
being committed, or because
the laws are not being used
properly or is it that more
resources are directed to men

and more are needed towards
women?
“Perhaps we didn’t under-
stand the problem correctly in
the first place.
“There are a lot of questions
there and I’m hoping this in-
quiry can find some answers
and by talking to local com-
munities – I know our commun-
ity has a tremendous amount to
gain by understanding this
better.”
The committee will also look
at early intervention strategies
to prevent domestic violence
and whether existing penalties
for domestic violence are ade-
quate.
Initial hearings will be held
on October 21 and December 5
and a report is expected mid
next year.
For further information,
guidelines for making submis-
sions and terms of reference,
visit www.parliament.nsw.gov
.au /socialissues, or phone (02)
9230 3509.

Women turning to domestic violence
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ASSAULT TRENDS
Domestic violence related
assaults 2010/2011:
Ballina:...........................137/128
Byron Bay: .......................96/89
Lismore: ......................249/205
Richmond Valley: ...........151/118
Tweed: ..........................301/270


