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Starts sunset Thursday 7th December L
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Chanukah, which is Hebrew for dedication, is the Festival
of Lights.

Chanukah commemorates the liberation of the Jewish
people from the tyrannical rule of the Seleucid King
Antiochus IV.

Antiochus banned all Jewish religious practice and
education and ransacked the Jewish temple in Jerusalem.
The Maccabees, a zealous band of brothers inspired others
to wage a guerrilla war against the Seleucids so that Jewish
people could practice their faith freely.

The Maccabees purified the Temple in Jerusalem and
through a miracle found one undamaged bottle of olive oil
to light the Menorah (7 lamp candelabra) which instead of
lasting for 1 day, lasted for 8 days.

In more modern times the festival has been a time to
celebrate difference, address issues of sustainability, and
offer hope to marginalised or oppressed groups through

the story of a small minority overcoming persecution.
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Lighting of a 9-lamp candelabra called a Chanukiah. We
use the central candle (called the Shamash) to light one

candle on night one and then an additional candle each

night for eight nights.

Eating oily foods especially doughnuts and latkes (like

hash browns) to remember the oil that lasted eight days.
Playing with a spinning toy called a dreidel. Players use
chocolate coins to win or lose coins from other players.

Singing of songs including 'Ma’oz Tzur', 'Sevivon Sov Sov

Sov', 'l had a little dreidel' as well as more modern takes

such as songs from the Maccabeats
Giving of gifts and Tzedekah (charity), particularly

to children.



https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/doughnut-dough
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/classic_latkes_26319
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rebljtYev-M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iM7fUnqWjsA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iM7fUnqWjsA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFKzkq5sYcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qSJCSR4MuhU
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Here are our suggestions of what
to post on social media:

'Happy Chanukah'

'Chanukah Sameach!' (meaning Happy Chanukah)
'Happy Chanukah to all those celebrating. Enjoy
lighting the candles and eating as many doughnuts as
you can!'

'Happy Chanukah- wishing everyone well during this
festival of lights!'

You could also include the Chanukah emoji @

Please follow @jlc_uk on Twitter and @jlc.uk on
Instagram to see content from the JLC, our members and
Jewish communities across the country during all the

nights of Chanukah.



https://twitter.com/JLC_uk
https://www.facebook.com/JewishLeadershipCouncil
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-jewish-leadership-council
https://twitter.com/notifications
https://twitter.com/JLC_uk
https://www.instagram.com/jlc.uk/?hl=en

The JLC connects and coordinates the Jewish charitable sector, strengthens and supports
leadership across our community, and magnifies and amplifies the collective voice of our
member organisations. To find our more about our members go to www.thejlc.org/mermebers

Contact the JLC:

North West, West Midlands and North Wales:
Marc Levy - marc@thejlc.org

Yorkshire, North East, East Coast and East Midlands:
Leo Brosh - leo@thejlc.org

For all other parts of the country:
Russell Langer - russell@thejlc.org

Press
press@thejlc.org

If you would like to find out more about the festival of Chanukah
visit My Jewish Learning's educational resource.

Website: www.thejlc.org

ﬁ @JewishlLeadershipCouncil
m The Jewish Leadership Council
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