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Dear Reader,

What a year! I am so proud of all of the work that our staff 
has accomplished. We put out six quality issues, making great 
strides in aesthetics and reporting. I have been so happy to see 
the improvement and growth of all of our staff writers, especially 
the new ones. 
While we will miss our departing writers, I am ecstatic for our 

next group of editors and incoming writers. Once again, thank 
you for your readership, enjoy the summer and I look forward to 
writing to you all next year!

Best,
Jaisal Kalapatapu

Anywhere, Anytime

thefalcon.kinkaid.org

@thekinkaidfalcon

EDITORS’ NOTE:

In the April 22, 2022 issue of The Falcon student magazine, 
we ran an image on the cover to support our cover story about 
senioritis. The image included an actual cover sheet of a 2020-
21 AP statistics exam marked with a red circled F and a note 
that reads “See me after class” in red ink.
 The image was intended to be a fictitious photo illustration, 

however, we neglected to label it as a “photo illustration” so the 
image incorrectly reflected the manner in which Ms. Carolyn 
Clancy, the sole AP statistics teacher, provides feedback and 
treats her students following a test. The purpose of the image 
was to detail the consequences of senioritis, which are poor 
attendance and poor academic performance, but the image 
portrayed Ms. Clancy in a poor light and the editorial board 
would like to extend our sincerest apologies to both Ms. Clancy 
and the Upper School faculty and administration. We hope to 
learn and grow from this experience.

Sincerest regards, 
The Falcon Editorial Board
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For the school strategic 
communications 
department, telling 
Kinkaid stories is all about 
excitement, engagement 
and enjoyment.

“We want to make sure our 
audiences see the amazing 
work of our students and 
our faculty and staff as 
well, the people behind the 
scenes here supporting all 
of us,” Ms. Peggy England, 
director of strategic 
communication, said. “We 
want to be up on social 
media more, we want 
to utilize all of our 
platforms consistently 
to tell our story.”

Ms. England 
oversees all the 
school’s public-facing 
platforms and is 
currently at the helm 
of an effort to boost 
Kinkaid’s digital 
presence on multiple 
fronts. 

“We’re a small team, 
but we’re a really active 
team,” Ms. England 
said. “We’re working on 
scouring our dynamic 
campus for special 
nuggets of the Kinkaid 
experience and getting 
those stories out there. We want to 
make sure our community and the 
community beyond Kinkaid knows 
of the incredible work that’s going 
on here and all the fun our amazing 
students have.”

One part of the communication 
department’s current mission is a 
complete overhaul of the Kinkaid 

Fostering Falcon pride 
through digital presence

website. Ms. England said the 
department hopes to add more video 
and updated photographs on the site.

“We really want to make it an 
interactive site where people can 
come for news and information and 
showcase day-to-day life at Kinkaid,” 
she said. “New graphic elements will 
really bring the site into the 2000s. It’s 
important for our students, but also 
for students and families who are 
curious about what it would be like to 
be a part of the Kinkaid community.”

Before coming to Kinkaid in 2021, 
Ms. England worked in Washington, 
D.C. She worked on Capitol Hill 
in President George H.W. Bush’s 
administration, advising on policy 
development; for President George 

How the communications 
department is sharing 
authentic Kinkaid stories 
through its many platforms

W. Bush’s State Department 
as head of strategic 
communication; and as his 
deputy assistant secretary of 
public affairs.

Ms. England hopes to do the 
same thing at Kinkaid as she did 
working in D.C.: share stories, 
people to people.

“When I was at the State 

Department, we were telling 
our story to the world,” she 
said. “After 9/11 happened, 
it became very critical for us 
to talk to people in foreign 

countries about what life is like in 
the United States and share our core 
values — people to people. That’s the 
same here. We want to tell our story. 
It’s the story of student and faculty life 
at Kinkaid, and share our core values 
and inform families.”

The communications team is also 
at work on a Kinkaid app, so that 

We want to We want to 
tell our story.tell our story.
—— Ms. Peggy England, Ms. Peggy England,

Director of Strategic CommunicationDirector of Strategic Communication
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Campus

By Eshaan Mani, 
digital executive editor



How the communications 
department is sharing 
authentic Kinkaid stories 
through its many platforms
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members of the 
school’s community 
can access 
information about 
the school from their 
mobile devices more 
easily. 

Communications 
specialist and new 
Falcon Mr. Mike Marrie, 
handles Kinkaid’s 
social media presence 
and has already 
changed up the look 
of Kinkaid’s Instagram 
and Twitter pages with 
his lively captions, 
encouraging reposts 
and frequent photo 
posts.

Before Mr. Marrie 
joined Kinkaid in late 
March 2022, he taught 
filmmaking at Cinco 
Ranch High School 
and ran a high school 
sports photography 
and film side business, 
making highlight 
reels for recruitment 
and crafting hype 
videos. And prior to 
his filmmaking career, 
Mr. Marrie worked 
in stock trading and 

information technology.
On a normal school day and during 

school events, Mr. Marrie can be seen 
shooting film and b-roll. 

What community members may 
not see is the hours he spends at his 
computer working with Premiere Pro 
and After Effects to piece hours of 
footage into 30 to 90 seconds’ worth 
of content for Kinkaid’s social media 
pages. 

“My goal is to broaden our audience 
— getting more men to see and like 
our posts, specifically — and focus 
our social media on the stories and 
achievements of students,” he said. 
“Storytelling is all about hooking your 
audience. Can you get your audience 
interested with visuals and music 

Mr. Mike Marrie shoots 
b-roll of the bookcases 
in the Moran Library. He 
organizes all the events 
he has to cover and 
projects he has to create 
for the semester on a 
spreadsheet.

Ms. Peggy England, 
director of strategic 
communications, checks 
out the new Kinkaid logo, 
which will be used on the 
redesigned website and 
new app. 

without telling them the full story?”
Mr. Marrie said that in his work on 

social media he wants to maintain 
the connection Falcons have with 
their history and tradition because 
it’s something that sets Kinkaid apart 
from other schools. He also wants to 
spotlight moments that bring pride to 
current and former Falcons.

“In mid-April, I covered an event 
where two boys baseball players did a 
combined no-hitter,” he said. “For two 

teens to do that and win the game 
for their school is something that 
brings the team and the coach and the 
community incredible pride. We need 
to showcase that.”

In the last month of school and 
over the next school year, Mr. Marrie 
said he, Ms. England and the whole 
communications team will be working 
on several interesting projects and 
advised Falcons to stay tuned for 
some exciting changes.

Photos by Eshaan Mani
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As students prepared for the 
end of the 2021-22 school 
year, a policy regarding college 
announcements at graduation 
caused a stir in the community.

In 2021, an administrative decision 
to no longer announce the college 
or university that seniors will attend 
as they walk across the stage at 
graduation was set into motion. 

While this policy was first seen 
during the Class of 2021 graduation 
ceremony, it sparked new debate, 
especially among members of the 
Class of 2022, as another graduation 
without college announcements was 
set to occur. 

To many, the rationale behind the 
initial decision to withhold from 
naming colleges at graduation was 
limited, but the administration has had 
its reasons. 

“The decision was made 
administratively from the head of 
school’s office, with input from…the 
dean’s office and myself, as well as 
others throughout the school,” said 
Head of the Upper School, Mr. Peter 
Behr. “The reason for the change 
has to do with the goal to make the 
ceremony about Kinkaid and not 
other schools...the goal is to make 
graduation about the class as one unit, 
a Class of 2022.”

Head Dean of the Upper School, Mrs. 
Quenby Mott, supported the decision. 

“Graduation should be about 
achievements in high school,” Mott 
said. “People tend to focus on the 
name of the school being announced 
rather than the achievements of the 
student.” 

While the college of choice will 
not be verbally announced to the 
assemblies of friends and family 
during graduation, as a “compromise,” 
college choices will still be listed in the 

program given out at the ceremony. 
The program also has an opt-out 
option for students who do not want 
to announce their personal choice of 
school, Mr. Behr said. 

Many view the compromise of listing 
colleges in the graduation ceremony 
program as a valid solution to the 
issue, but some students still disagree.

Senior Trace St. Julian was among 
those who think that only listing 
college names is not enough.

“I believe that one’s school is part 
of one’s identity,” St. Julian said. “I 
definitely feel like Kinkaid is part of my 
identity, as it impacts my character, 
morals and who I am. I feel like the 
college I will be attending next year is 
also part of my identity, as it will no 
doubt shape the person I will become. 
Not choosing to verbally announce 
my college at graduation feels like the 
administration is refusing to recognize 
that identity. That stripping of identity 
– it’s akin to not saying my last name 

Graduation Policy 
Sparks Fresh Debate  

By Matthew Berman, staff writer
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when I walk across the stage.”
Another reason for colleges not being 

announced comes from negative 
crowd reactions during previous 
ceremonies. Here, the fear of students 
being judged by the crowd has also led 
to the administration’s decision. 

Senior Scott Altsuler agreed that this 
issue should be considered.

“I think it’s great to acknowledge 
people’s accomplishments, but in 
that scenario, where you have an 
audience who judges someone just 
off of the college name read out 
loud, that doesn’t quantify someone’s 
accomplishments,” Altsuler said. 
“I think because we still have the 
announcement Instagram account and 
the Field Day senior shirt dress, the 
decision is reasonable.”

However, Patrick Solcher, another 
senior, said he believes that worries 
over judgment at graduation are trivial 
because of Kinkaid’s encouraging 
community. 

“Kinkaid is a supportive community… 
and no student is going to be judged 
based on where they are going,” 
Solcher said. “The idea that you 
have to go to a top-tier school is just 
false, and you can go anywhere while 
supported by Kinkaid.” 

A look at the Governing Council 
minutes revealed just how intense the 
debate on the issue has been.

In many students’ opinion, they 
deserve to be recognized for their hard 
work at graduation and announcing 
the college that they will be attending 
should be part of that recognition. 

Juniors Bennett Jones and Mason 
Thenor were in support of announcing 
college attendance, with Thenor 
commenting during an April 26 
meeting: “I understand all the issues 
that come with saying the colleges… at 
least for me like I’ve worked...a ton like 
a lot of us do, and it would be nice for 
them to announce a college I’m proud 
of attending,” Thenor said. 

Student council members, including 
senior Allie Cox and Thenor, brought 
the issue to a vote among seniors. In a 
meeting on April 19, Thenor proposed 
sending out a survey. 

“If most of the grade votes to have 
them said, then they can be and just let 
the students decide,” he said.

Other student council members 
supported Thenor’s idea, with multiple 
speculating that an overwhelming 
majority of seniors would vote to have 
their colleges announced.

But, according to April 26 Governing 
Council minutes, council members 
were told by Mr. Behr that this issue is 
not a democratic matter or something 
to be voted on. 

“It’s not that the school isn’t 
listening… it’s more that sometimes 
in our positions in the administration, 
we are looking out for the minority 
voice as well,” Mr. Behr said, effectively 
shutting down the students’ initiative 
to change the policy.

Students listen during the 
ceremony for the class of 
2021 last spring.

Photo courtesy of David Shutts 
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Students
Hypnotized
in Captivating
Performance
By Trace St. Julian, News Editor

For Kinkaid’s 2022 Field Day, the 
Upper School was visited by Dr. Jon 
Taylor, a professional hypnotist, 
who hypnotized several students 
during a hilarious and unforgettable 
performance. 

The show was described by 
junior George Kunetka as “a crazy, 
funny, scary and overall awesome 
experience.” 

Other Upper School students 

praised the show as well: “It was 
insane,” freshman Byron Qi said. 

Senior Maddie Juarez stated that 
the performance was “so cool,” 
adding that she was shocked 
that senior Kee Shaper could be 
hypnotized from where he was 
seated in the audience. 

We had the opportunity to ask       
Dr. Taylor a little bit more about his 
profession. 

Photo courtesy of Jon Taylor
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I’ve talked to a couple of my classmates that you hypnotized and their descriptions of what 
it felt like varies from like being in a dream to simply feeling like there were no reasons not 
to obey you. As a hypnotist yourself, how would you best describe what hypnotism is and 
what it feels like?

“Hypnosis, as I mentioned in the show, is highly 
focused concentration and imagination. If somebody 
does not want to follow a suggestion, they will simply 
not do it. There is no power or control that I have over 
anyone. It’s what I refer to as a “waking dream”; they 
know consciously where they are and what's going 
on, but at the same time, if I ask them to imagine 
something – playing the piano, they’ll see the piano, 

hear the piano, etc. In their imagination, it’s as real as 
you talking on the phone with me right now; in fact, it’s 
more real – it’s like when you dream at night, a waking 
dream. One of the nuances of that is that there will 
be various degrees of what people experience. What 
one person experiences is different from the other. 
...a waking dream; highly focused imagination and 
concentration.”

What is required to be able to hypnotize someone? Walk me through the steps that you 
have to take before the initial “sleep.”

“The first step is compliance. In the beginning of the 
show, I did a lot of talking; the reason I’m doing that 
is because I’m preconditioning people to listen to 
my voice…The second step is trust. People won’t do 
anything if they don’t trust me. I have volunteers up 
there that are really worried. Is he going to embarrass 
me? They are deciding if they can trust me. The 
audience is deciding that as well. Nobody wants to see 
anybody be hurt or embarrassed or do anything that 
they don’t want to do. The next step is deep breathing. 
From the very beginning, I asked the volunteers to take 
deep breaths, in and out slowly. What happens is their 
respiration rate and their heart rate begins to drop a bit, 
and their body core temperature lowers. If you sit there 
and breathe slowly for two minutes, the same thing 
will happen to yourself… The next step is really simple: 
it’s when I invite people to close their eyes. The reason 
is for optical fatigue: when the eyes shut, it sends a 
signal to the brain and the brain says, ‘You must be 

relaxing; you must be tired.’ I never use stopwatches 
or theatrical stuff because it gives a bad name to the 
artform…The next step is what I call refraction. It’s 
when I count backwards – five, four, three, two, one. 
What’s happening is that the brain has a very difficult 
time multitasking. I’m counting backwards, and the 
volunteers are having to pay attention to what I’m 
saying and that takes a lot of mental energy. What 
happens is, I’m intentionally creating “mental fatigue” 
for the brain…It’s a very synchronized instruction I’m 
giving them to relax further with deep breathing…The 
last step I use is called progressive relaxation. I invited 
[the volunteers] very slowly to relax from the top of the 
head to the bottom of the feet. When you combine all 
those things rapidly in succession, and there’s trust 
between the volunteer and the performer and the 
audience, I’m looking for about 10 to 12 percent of the 
people on the stage to be highly animated.”

“I get that every show. Cynics give me job security. 
The greatest actors and actresses in the world could 
never act as great [as someone in hypnosis]...Let 
me explain why: it’s a total choice, a free choice, of 
inhibition release. That means that someone says 
‘Okay, I’m going to follow your suggestions and your 
instructions.’ When that happens, it’s just like when 
you sleep at night…It’s a dream-like state, or like 
when you’re daydreaming…The reason they do this 

is inhibition release. And, the amygdala is shooting 
out electrical signals through the brain and to the 
hypothalamus, and you’re getting this chemical high 
of epinephrine, dopamine, serotonin, oxygen; all those 
chemicals, when they shoot through your body like 
that, it’s like ‘I want to follow this guy’s suggestion and 
make it my own.’ That is the backstory, the chemical 
part of what happens. It’s a piece that most people 
don’t catch.” 

Photo courtesy of Jon Taylor

What do you have to say to the people who still might believe the show to be fake?



Teachers lead their science students in fun and 
interactive labs to end the 2021-22 school year

Active Learning, 
Friendly Competition
Fill Upper School Labs

Story by Rina Miriam Presley, staff writer

As the cinnamon sticks cracked 
and the orange peels came off, the 
chemistry room filled with unique 
smells as students started a lab led 
by Ms. Lauren Stutts, Upper School 
chemistry teacher.

Students concocted mixtures with 
varying scents for perfumes and lip 
balms. They used herbs, including 
cilantro, parsley, oregano and dill; 
flowers such as baby’s breath 
and rose; and spices, including 
cinnamon, rosemary and cloves. 

 “We’ve been studying the 
structures of various molecules 
responsible for a scent, and we’ve 
already looked at how a functional 
group…gives each one of these 
substances a particular scent,” Ms. 
Stutts said.

This lab showcased their 

Features
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This May, many beloved 
faculty and staff members 
will go on to flourish 
outside of Kinkaid. Two of 
them shared one of their 
favorite memories.

Story by Rina Miriam Presley, 

chemistry topic about how scent is 
created among certain molecules.

Students’ tests included three 
mixtures – water, isopropyl alcohol 
and ethanol – and they had to test 
their scent molecules in each and 
observe the differences. 

“I honestly love all the fun labs we 
do,” sophomore Carsyn Austin said.

These interactive projects fostered 
a fun learning environment. 

“Ms. Stutts always helps me with 
the products and the scientific part 
of the labs,” sophomore Jackson 
Purdy said.

Sophomore Georgia Provine 
agreed.

“We really appreciate our teachers’ 
help especially with material lists 
and instructions before we even 
begin the lab,” Provine said.

On May 6, chemistry students started an unusual lab. 
Their teacher led them in a lab in which they concocted 
mixtures with varying scents, and the next week they 
assembled them into perfumes and lip balms.

Sophomore Jackson Purdy  prepares his orange 
scent, while Blakely Bruce, Helena Heath and Harris 
Cockrell start mixing their perfume. 

Photos by Rina Miriam Presley

Staff 
Prepares 
to Leave



MS. SARAH SHEA, who taught honors 
biology, chemistry and marine science, 

joined the faculty 
of Kinkaid eight 
years ago. Ms. 
Shea shared some 
departing thoughts 
about her time 
as a member of 
the Upper School 
faculty and school 
community: “It is 
impossible to pick 
just one memory, 

but I have absolutely loved traveling with 
students. I especially enjoyed the Interim 
Term marine ecology trip to Belize, as 
well as the bi-annual service-learning 
trips with my marine science class and 
Galveston Bay Foundation.” 
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Through the last week of April and 
the first week of May, junior physics 
students prepared roller coasters to 
showcase their learning in energy and its 
manipulative factors. 

“This is an activity that is at the same 
time a lab and a competition,” Upper 
School physics teacher Vladimir Lopez 
said. 

Students attempted to build this 
intricate set to carry a marble through 
complex folds, tricks and turns. 

“Roller coasters are a very good 
example of conservation of mechanical energy,” Mr. 
Lopez said. “We will find the velocity of the marble at 
different points of the roller coaster, knowing the heights 
at different points.”

Although this lab was perfect to wrap up what they 
have learned in terms of energy this school year, 
physics teachers set up this opportunity for a friendly 
competition.

This May, many beloved 
faculty and staff members 
will go on to flourish 
outside of Kinkaid. Two of 
them shared one of their 
favorite memories.

Story by Rina Miriam Presley, 

“They will get points for every second that the roller 
coaster lasts,” Mr. Lopez explained. “For every vertical 
loop you get points, too…if they make jumps.”

Each year, one team wins, and previous years’ winners 
are even displayed with their accomplishments on the 
lab room walls. 

During the final weeks of 
May, junior physics students 
constructed roller coasters, 
which will end in a “winner 
takes all” competition.

Juniors Jean Holstead, George Kunetka and Jared Laskin 
finish their roller coaster construction.

Staff 
Prepares 
to Leave

MS. TATUM BRANAMAN, who is the 
coordinator of Service Programs, taught 
at Kinkaid for six 
years. Her favorite 
memory consists 
of thoughts from 
Miami. “...My mind 
keeps going to 
the last day of the 
Miami to the Reef 
travel course Kate 
Lambert and I led 
during Interim this 
year...I insisted on 
a bike tour that day, which I immediately 
regretted when we found ourselves 
wobbling through jam-packed crowds 
in South Beach, chasing our 12-year-old 
tour guide and our students, few of whom 
we could ever keep in sight...Kate and I 
simply succumbed to laughter...”
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3D Imaging 
provides a 

personal fit

The helmets are the most 
advanced technology 
out there, and they can 
be customized to each 
individual player.
– Head Coach Nathan Larned 

This is a photo illustration 
of a fictitious football 
player. The helmet was 
Photoshopped to create 
a likeness of one that 
might be affiliated with 
The Kinkaid School. This 
is an artistic rendering of 
an original photo that was 
provided courtesy of Riddell.

Artwork by Matthew Godinich 
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More than 80 peer-
reviewed, scientific 

publications featured 
research findings using 

Riddell’s SRS Smart 
Helmet Technology

Football team to acquire 
new helmets next season
By Cooper Buck, photo editor
and Matthew Godinich, multimedia producer

Beginning in fall 2022, the Kinkaid varsity football team will be 
sporting Riddell's brand new helmet, the Axiom. In the past, the team 
has used Riddell’s popular Speedflex helmet or other models of 
Riddell helmets. So why the switch? What are the benefits?

Per Riddell’s website, the new Axiom helmet is “the future.” It is jam 
packed with new features. 

One of the biggest features being Riddell’s insite smart technology. 
This will monitor each and every impact on the helmet while it is in 
use through Riddell Insite Analytics periodic reports that contain 
“objective information and analysis designed to provide a deeper 
understanding of the Head Impact Exposure (HIE).” 

This technology has also been added to previously owned Kinkaid 
helmets.

Another characteristic that sets this helmet apart from others is the 
fitment behind it. 

These helmets are custom fit by utilizing three-dimensional models 
of each player's head. Per receiver and defensive back Harrison 

Lawrence, the fitting was “a new experience that made me feel really 
good about the new helmet.” 

Head football coach Nathan Larned remarked, “The helmets are the 
most advanced technology out there, and they can be customized to 
each individual player.” No longer will coaches need to use air pumps 
to give the player the correct fit. No longer will incorrect fitment even 
be a question.

A new set of jerseys is also joining the new helmets. The color 
combinations will remain the same: white, purple and black, but the 
brand for some has changed. The black jerseys will be Jordan brand, 
and the purple and white jerseys will remain Nike. 

Larned also talked about other technology the team is considering. 
He said the team will utilize a remote control to tackle dummies 
more often. Also, he talked about using a drone to film practices 
to give coaches a better film view. Any student in need of a credit 
is encouraged to talk to head football coach, Nathan Larned about 
being a team manager. 
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To keep or not to keep: 
Usefulness of AP courses
is matter for discussion 
By Ana Susman and Camille Dunn, staff writers
Illustration courtesy of Pixabay 
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As AP testing season came to a close, many 
students were recovering from the weeks of 
high stress and cramming that go along with 
preparing for the AP exams.

During the first two weeks of May, high school 
students across the country participate in these 
exams, which cover a year’s worth of information 
on college-level material.  

The stressful nature of these examinations 
and the strict curriculum teachers must follow 
to prepare students has raised questions across 
the nation about whether AP classes are truly 
helpful to the high school learning experience 
and overall preparation for college. 

For instance, according to an “Inside Higher Ed” 
article, in 2018, eight elite private schools in the 
Washington D.C. area announced their decisions 
to drop out of the AP program, and many other 
preparatory schools have made the same 
decision to do away with AP classes.

These schools included some of the most 
highly ranked private schools in the nation, 
including Georgetown Day in Washington, D.C. 
and Holton-Arms in Maryland among others.

Kinkaid offers a variety of AP classes, ranging 
from all different types of subjects, and a student 
can take over 12 courses throughout high 
school.  

The option to take AP classes has been a long-
standing tradition at Kinkaid. 

Since 1955, AP classes have been offered as 
a part of the school’s curriculum, according to a 
1962 Kinkaid newsletter retrieved digitally from 

the school’s archives. 
And although some members of the 

community are adamant about sticking with 
the traditional curriculum, others side with the 
nationwide movement to do away with AP 
classes. 

Senior Ali Yousuf, chair of the curriculum 
committee, is one of those people.

“I am in support of getting rid of AP classes 
because they are too structured on how much 
you can get done in a year and they also put a 
strain on students’ mental health,” Yousuf said.

Given that the AP curriculum is centered 
around offering a college-level class to high 
school students, the workload is highly 
demanding and time consuming. 

The workload required to prepare for AP exams 
is something some high school students are not 
fully adapted to and opponents of AP exams  
believe that it is simply unnecessary to put 
high school students under such a high level of 
pressure.

AP teachers at Kinkaid have seen the toll that 
the AP curriculum can take on their students 
firsthand. 

Dr. Tara McDonald Johnson, an AP English 
teacher, advocated for the mental health of her 
students.

“Students are voicing concerns about APs, 
so we as a Kinkaid family should discuss the 
benefits and costs. As a teacher, I don’t want to 
fall into the trap of loving the English curriculum 
more than our students. Student mental health 
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should be a top priority,” she 
said.

Despite the concerns 
surrounding the rigorous 
curriculum, many Kinkaid 
students have jumped to 
defend AP courses. 

They feel that these classes 
are necessary and beneficial 
to the school’s learning 
experience and college 
preparation. 

Senior Kallie Carlson 
explained: “I think the 
best way to show college 
readiness is to take AP 
classes because the 
curriculum has been vetted by 
the College Board.”

There is a concern that 
without the option of AP 
classes, students at the 
school will be placed at a 
disadvantage during their 
collegiate careers. 

The belief is that students 
will be less prepared than 
their counterparts who did 
have the option to take APs in 
high school.

Mr. Esteban Longoria, who 
has taught AP Spanish for 
over 30 years, is an avid 
defender of the AP curriculum. 

“I definitely think AP students are better 
prepared for college because they will be taking 
a college-level course. Also, the AP courses 

are freshman and 
sophomore college 
courses,” Mr. Longoria 
said. 

Students who have 
taken different AP 
classes have expressed 
how some classes have 
not been able to finish the 
required material. 

“I think I’ve taken seven 
or eight AP classes in 
high school. I’ve probably 
finished the curriculum 
in two or three of them,” 
Yousuf said.

Carlson explained the 
difficulty of this time 
constraint during the 
height of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

“Last year was very 
hard with starting classes 
online and then moving 
back in person and I 
think in every single one 
of my AP classes last 
year we didn’t finish the 
necessary requirements. 
But, there are a ton of 
supplemental videos 
online that the College 
Board produces,” she     
said.

Though through the 
chaos of COVID-19, 
some teachers may have 

I think I’ve taken 
seven or eight 
AP classes in 

high school. I’ve 
probably finished 
the curriculum in 
two or three of 

them..
- Ali Yousuf, senior- Ali Yousuf, senior
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been unable to complete every topic in their AP 
courses, students had access to many review 
videos, meaning that each student had the ability 
to learn material that might have seemed as if it 
was rushed over.  

While the pressure of timing seems to be 
a common drawback of teaching the AP 
curriculum, Mr. Longoria said that this time 
crunching is avoidable.

“It is a very rigorous curriculum, but I think with 
good planning it’s a lot easier to manage the 
course,” he said.

He further shared the importance of taking the 
time to plan and the possible consequences of 
not doing so.

“I plan well ahead of time to ensure that that 
is not an issue,” he said. “The first time that I 
taught AP literature, because there are so many 
literary works to cover, I mistimed it and I ended 
up having to write two summaries for two short 
stories that we had not read. Ever since that 
incident I have calculated the exact number of 
teaching days and divided that by the number 
of units so that I make sure this doesn’t happen 
again. However, seeing students only three days 
a week, as opposed to four like we used to, has 
drastically reduced our teaching days, which is 
an even bigger problem for the AP classes that 
have more content to cover.”  

Because of the stringent timeline, there is 
a concern that the AP curriculum restricts 
the teacher’s ability to be creative, and in that 
respect hinders students from reaching their full 
potential for academic success. 

Dr. McDonald Johnson, the AP English teacher, 
is one that shared this concern. 

“The College Board requires that we teach 
our students how to approach AP-style 
multiple-choice questions and in-class essay 
prompts,” Dr. McDonald Johnson explained. “In 
a community as talented as ours, we should be 

making more of these curricular decisions. Why 
limit ourselves? We can offer more,” she said. 

An opinion article titled “Rejecting AP Courses” by 
Scott Jaschik, a founding editor of “Inside Higher 
Ed,” outlined how an alternative curriculum would 
promote many critical aspects of learning that the 
AP curriculum does not.

“Moving away from AP courses will allow us 
to offer a wider variety of courses that are more 
rigorous and enriching, provide opportunities 
for authentic engagement with the world, and 
demonstrate respect for students’ intellectual 
curiosity and interests,” Jaschik wrote.

The overall argument for private schools getting 
rid of APs is that they have the resources to create 
alternative courses. 

For many students, the primary concern with 
adding new alternative courses is the effect it may 
have on college admissions.

Yousuf refuted this idea. 
“The deans have said that if the AP classes aren’t 

provided it will not hurt you in the college process 
because if they aren’t provided and you are taking 
the honors classes, they will be notified that you 
took the most rigorous course available,” he said

Mr. Peter Behr, head of the Upper School, said 
curriculum decisions, including AP courses, are 
reviewed annually.

“Kinkaid, like most excellent schools, has 
conversations about its curriculum every year AP 
courses are a part of that,” Mr. Behr said. “Each 
AP course is distinctive in the expected skills and 
content, so it is hard to say all are one way or 
another. What I can say, and consistent with our 
philosophy, is that Kinkaid is committed to providing 
relevant courses that inspire students to creatively 
think and problem solve in a safe and supportive 
environment. As an independent school, Kinkaid 
is blessed by excellent educators who have the 
knowledge and expertise to explore college-level 
content within and beyond the AP course curricula.”
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Riots in Portland. Censorship in New 
Haven. Insurrection in Washington.

Discussions on the nation’s most 
divisive issues are becoming less 
common; it seems that the philosophy 
of “agree to disagree” is no longer 
compatible with our society. 

On issues from election security 
to social justice, from places as far 
as California to Connecticut, politics 
are, for better or for worse, becoming 
increasingly important in our society. 

Indeed, political controversies 
have a history of spilling into higher 
education. According to the University 
of Business, more than 70% of all 
college students are motivated by 
social justice. Colleges such as 
Harvard and UCLA now offer courses 
on important issues such as social 
justice, climate change and others. 

More and more, college curricula 
are calling upon students to join 
conversations on these contemporary 
topics. Critical thinking may now be 
one of the most important skills to 
cultivate before college. 

As a college preparatory school, 
Kinkaid should allow for more 
conversations on controversial issues 
to develop critical thinking skills and 
encourage free speech to prepare 
students for college coursework. 

Debates on contemporary issues 
inspire productive discussions in 
schools that develop students’ 
knowledge and comprehension. 

According to “The Atlantic,” after the 
unjustified shooting of Michael Brown 
in Ferguson, Missouri, one school 
committed to leading students in “free-
ranged discussions,” where students 
deconstructed the conflicts and issues 
of the nation. 

Afterward, students expressed that 
they gained a better understanding of 
differing views and gained a nuanced 
understanding of their own.

In discussions where students 
are able to freely contrast opposing 
viewpoints, students become more 
objective in their analysis and 
evaluation. 

In the end, confronting difficult topics 
is inevitable as students invariably talk 

about controversial events as they 
occur. Discussions on modern issues 
provide an outlet for discourse and 
have the ability to hone the excitement 
of a controversy into developing 
critical thinking. 

In a time where one-third of 
Americans are isolated from those of 
the opposite political party, according 
to “The New York Times” and cannot 
hear the opposing viewpoint, providing 
opportunities for discussion is critical 
for opening echo chambers and for 
students to receive a diverse medley 
of thoughts and opinions. 

Allowing discussions concerning 
contemporary controversies nurtures 
a sense of agency and community, 
informing, motivating and empowering 
students to take productive actions in 
solving injustices in their communities. 

However, some disagree. 
“Some issues are too controversial,” 

Luke Jackson, freshman, said. 
“Although there may be benefits in 
encouraging conversations, discussing 
the controversies of our society would 
be too divisive. There are some things 
that should be discussed at home and 
not at school.” 

Others would prefer to avoid 
controversies out of the fear that 
teachers may interpose their own 
biases and opinions. 

Facilitating productive discussions in 
our divided and partisan society may 
seem like a pipe dream, but teachers 
have confronted these issues before. 

“The Atlantic” reports: “In 1953, at 
the height of the Cold War, a survey 
of social studies teachers in Ohio 
revealed they were leading classroom 
discussions… about whether Truman 
should have fired General Douglas 
MacArthur, and whether the United 
States should have used an atomic 
bomb in the Korean War.”

If teachers in the ‘50s, a time of 
Mccarthyism, vast gender and racial 
inequality, outdated teaching practices 
and segregation, were able to create 
vibrant discussions, then today’s 
teachers have no reason to shy away 
from addressing controversial issues 
in the classroom.

In a divisive world, discussions can bridge the gap between 
partisans, help find common ground and build cognitive skills

Controversial Issues Nurture 
Critical Thinking
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Imbalance of Viewpoints
Sensitive topics should not be allowed to be addressed 
during assemblies without adding more voices, stances

By Sam Pitts, features editor, and Jack Klosek, opinion editor

The Kinkaid School has worked 
very diligently and proficiently in 
recent years to diversify the student 
body and cater toward making 
underrepresented students feel safer 
and more included in daily school 
activities.

After hiring a director of diversity, 
equity and inclusion and holding 
multiple assemblies dedicated to 
various cultural topics and affinity 
groups, it is safe to say that the 
school has taken massive and 
progressive strides toward the goal 
of an entirely inclusive environment 
– but not necessarily during 
assemblies. 

As the school should be helping to 
satisfy the needs of underappreciated 
students, the assemblies seem less 
like they are trying to educate the 
student body. Instead, the assemblies 
seem as if they are trying to force 
all students to hear the stories or 
meanings behind sensitive topics 
that chalk up the disparities between 
liberal and conservative views.

The students who are passionate 
about the sensitive topics are 
speaking to a general audience 
with students who have different 
perspectives on those topics. It would 
be wrong to say that the student 
body as a whole does not care about 
them because students do and they 
recognize them, but the repetition 
and severity in which perspectives on 
these topics are preached make them 
feel almost threatening.

A recent assembly that highlighted 
Women’s History Month included 
controversial commentary on 

abortion and gender identity, while 
also highlighting U.S. Rep. Ilhan 
Omar, who has a past of making 
comments that drew outcries of anti-
Semitism. Members of the Kinkaid 
community expressed frustration 
about the school allowing students 
to highlight such a controversial and 
polarizing political figure during their 
presentation. 

“By addressing issues in a one-sided 
way in a school-wide 
assembly, speakers 
leave no room 
for commentary, 
pushback or dialogue,” 
said Mr. Peter Behr, 
head of the Upper 
School. “This is not 
an effective way to 
get points across 
and an assembly is 
really not the place 
for those kinds of 
conversations.”

In particular, it 
feels as though 
the conservative 
viewpoint is being 
silenced by the 
overwhelming 
number of liberal-
leaning concerns 
that students have 
been voicing during 
assemblies

Conservative 
students are 
becoming shut out 
and are rarely given a 
platform to express 
their own concerns 
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I just feel like our 
voices aren’t valued.
– Cade Brown, senior

because they go against the narrative.
“I just feel like our voices aren’t 

valued, '' said senior Cade Brown. “For 
many years, I have disliked a lot of the 
assemblies….We have never heard 
from the conservative point of view.”

Obviously, personal bias plays a role 
in the way classes are taught – or 
assemblies are structured – but the 
school is not being politically neutral. 
This creates challenges for students 

who want to formulate their own 
political beliefs, especially when their 
parents are preaching something 
different at home.

“One of two things has to happen, 
either we stop talking about politically 
charged issues… or the administration 
does something to help make our 
voices heard,” Brown said.

In a recent interview, Mr. Behr 
recognized that the Upper School 

still has room to improve on fostering 
civil discourse in a way that is beneficial, 
informative and respectful of different 
points of view.

“It is not just one group that feels 
that their voice is not heard,” Mr. 
Behr said. “There are many groups 
that want visibility and it is our job to 
work to provide an environment that 
accomplishes that.”  

Although hearing the conversative 
viewpoint about hot-button political 
issues may not seem as pressing to 
some, they shouldn’t be ignored. The 
school is not doing enough to stay 
politically neutral and that is problematic 
as assemblies become more and more 
slanted. 

There are very few, if any, outlets for 
conservative students to express their 
beliefs in a way where they can feel safe 
and not have to worry about being judged 
for their beliefs.

“I think that if we are talking about 
inclusiveness, then all viewpoints can be 
represented,” said Upper School history 
teacher Jessica Hawkes.

After recent upheaval and lots of 
disapproval stemming from controversial 
topics being discussed at an assembly, 
it brings in the question of whether these 
topics should be talked about at all. 
And if so, then should the conservative 
viewpoint get a platform to speak as 
well?

The outcry from the community 
warranted a response from the 
administration and the administration 
responded by adding in an assembly 
review procedure. This new procedure 
helps to ensure that topics are not 
spoken about in a politically charged 
manner.
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University of Texas at Austin
Ellie Cockrell 

Alexandra Tripoli
True Wickman
Clay Cameron

Olivia Kate Stephens
Ryan Karkowsky
Evan Chambers 
Rivers Breeding

Kate Robison
Sara Christ

Hallie Brass
Alex Gottsegen 
Locke Stanton
Kenan Oldham

 Davis Towns
 Texas A&M University

Laura Sanders 
Charlie Kugle 

Jack Hardison
Elizabeth Reckling

Collin Dawson

Texas Christian University 
Cade Bailey

Mary Blake Williams
Mallory Sikes
Jack Randall

Southern Methodist University
Mary Eloise Searls

Elizabeth Scott
Prescott Lau

 
Jacob Newell - Trinity University
James Rush - Trinity University

Ellington Whitaker - Baylor University 
Johana Castro - Baylor University

Henry Prendergast - Rice  University
Rashaad James - Blinn College 

Brooke Martin - Concordia University 
Texas

CALIFORNIA
University of Southern California

Scott Altsuler
Lauren Tanner

Nick Kyriakides-Crowe 
Arsalan Saeed

Julia Baerenstecher

Sammy Riesgo-Zamudio - Pomona 
College

Henry Segal - Stanford
Courtney Klevenhagen - Chapman 

University

MISSOURI
Alex Lassoued - Washington 

University in St Louis
Vedul Palavajjhala - Washington 

University in St Louis
IOWA

Vivian Finch - Grinnell College

COLORADO
Kelly Gilhooley - Colorado School 

of Mines
Carolyn Bivins - University of 

Colorado Boulder

OKLAHOMA
Kevriana Scott - Oklahoma State 

University
ARKANSAS

Gracie Mitschke - University of 
Arkansas

MISSISSIPPI
Louis Gustafson - Ole Miss 

University

 Northwestern University

Ali Yousef
Mia Van De Mark

Kamsi Ndee

Connor Blake - University of 
Chicago

Brian Chen - University of 
Chicago

Maddie Juarez - Loyola 
University Chicago

ILLINOIS

ALABAMA
Reese Ham - University of 

Alabama

 Vanderbilt University

Ava Malonson
Dylan Keller
Kee Shaper

Eva Wolfe - Rhodes College

Aphrodite Papandreou - 
University of Georgia

Ainsley Powers - Emory 
University

Emma Hurley - College of 
Charleston

TEXAS

COLLEGE 
MAP
CLASS OF 2022
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ILLINOIS

ALABAMA

TENNESSEE
 Vanderbilt University

Ava Malonson
Dylan Keller
Kee Shaper

Eva Wolfe - Rhodes College
GEORGIA

Aphrodite Papandreou - 
University of Georgia

Ainsley Powers - Emory 
University

SOUTH CAROLINA
Emma Hurley - College of 

Charleston

NORTH CAROLINA
Olivia Sullivan - Wake Forest 

University
Grace Vallone - University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill

VIRGINIA
Patrick Solcher - Washington and 

Lee University
WASHINGTON DC

Evan Bailard - American 
University

Evan Gibson - The George 
Washington University

Pryce Pivec - Georgetown 
University

NEW JERSEY
Soraya Patterson - Princeton 

University 
MASSACHUSETTS

Trace St Julian - Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology

Emmy Stubbs - Northeastern 
University

Connor Doan - Babson College
NEW YORK

Kolby Davis - Vassar College
Jack Klosek - Columbia 

University
Kennedi Poullard - Columbia 

University
Jazmyn Williams - Pace 

University
Tristan Riley - Syracuse 

University
Anna Duarte - Hamilton College

William Klaasmeyer - Colgate 
University

INDIANA
Audrey Russell - Purdue 

University

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Bryan Akin - Dartmouth College

Grace Beilstein - Dartmouth 
College

CONNECTICUT
Odin Hicks - Sacred Heart 

University

Natalie Ou - University of 
Pennsylvania

Braeden Arkless - Saint Joseph’s 
University

Laxmi Thakkar - Lehigh 
University

PENNSYLVANIA

MICHIGAN
Amruth Nandish - University of 

Michigan

PARIS, FRANCE
Avery Smart - The American 

University of Paris

COLLEGE 
MAP
CLASS OF 2022

A survey was sent to the entire senior class  
to gain permission to be included on the  
college map. Students who are not cited either 
did not grant permission to be included or 
missed the survey’s deadline. Thus, this map 
does not show all seniors’ college commits.

.
Design by Sarah Xu, Deputy Art Director
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By Chris Kositprapa, staff writer, and Mia Price, assistant features editor

As crowds left the Brown Auditorium 
following the Feb 25-27 performances 
of “Carrie: The Musical,” they knew 
they had witnessed something 
special. 

These feelings were validated on 
April 6, when the Kinkaid production of 
“Carrie” was nominated for 10 Tommy 
Tunes Awards. 

Tommy Tunes is an awards 
ceremony that takes place and 
involves schools all over Houston.

Presented bu the Hobby Center’s 
Theatre Under the Stars, judges 
watch the performances, adjudicate, 
score and rank musicals based on 
the performances, nominating both 
individuals and groups for awards. 

Senior Mia Van De Mark and junior 
Taylor McMullen were nominated 
for “Outstanding Performance in a 
Lead Role.” Senior Ainsley Powers 
was nominated for “Outstanding 
Performance in a Supporting Role.”

In addition, the production was 
nominated for outstanding musical, 

ensemble, lighting design, technical 
design, music direction, choreography, 
and direction. The results and award 
ceremony will premiere on May 27 via 
livestream. 

In order to qualify for nominations, 
first the performing arts faculty had 
to pick a Jimmy Awards-approved 
school musical.

According to their official website, 
the Jimmy Awards are “a national 
celebration of outstanding student 
achievement, recognizing individual 
artistry in vocal, dance and acting 
performance and elevating the 
importance of theatre arts education 
in schools.” 

The Tommy Tune Awards are 
affiliated with the Jimmy Awards 
through the outstanding leading 
performance roles. To advance to the 
Jimmy’s, where actors and actresses 
from across the country convene and 
compete, one has to win the regional 
theatre award — for Houston, this is 
the Tommy Tune Awards. 

On performance weekend, 
a committee of judges from 
Theatre Under the Stars 
came and watched “Carrie” 
on opening night. They 
adjudicated the play based on 
a number score and ranked 
the performance on a point-
based system for technique, 
design, quality and more.

 Van De Mark, McMullen and 30 
other students from other schools 
scored high enough to get nominated 
for best outstanding lead.

The lead nominees of “Carrie” 
underwent a time-consuming process 
for Tommy Tunes rehearsals and 
filming. The process includes two 
weeks of straight rehearsal. 

“I went straight from school at 3:30 
and stayed at TUTS Hobby Center 
until around 9 p.m.,” said McMullen. 

Many would consider the process 
an intense one; they have to learn a 
lot of material in a very short period 
of time as well as perform an opening 
number, a closing number and 
medleys with all the lead actors. 

The 2022 ceremony played out very 
differently from how Tommy Tunes 
rehearsals would usually. 

Normally, if a show is nominated 
for “Outstanding Musical,” the whole 
cast and crew goes to the rehearsals. 
During the actual performance they 
would perform a five-minute sample 
from their show.

“It’s just like at the Tony’s!” Van De 
Mark said. 

However, due to COVID-19, this year 
only those nominated for individual 
roles had the opportunity to perform 
once again, filming the ceremony 
ahead of time rather than performing 
live. Since the award ceremony was 
planned last semester in September, 
the Tommy Tunes officials decided to 

Junior Taylor 
McMullen, 
playing the role 
of Carrie, sings a 
duet with senior 
Mia Van de Mark, 
playing the role 
of Margaret.
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22-23 Arts Season 
Announced

As students filed into the Brass 
Recital Hall, excited whispers 
bounced off the walls.

“The theme for this season 
is belonging,” said Mr. Scott 
Lambert, director of visual and 
performing arts. “All of our 
shows will have something to do 
with that.”

Mr. Lambert was referring 
to the theme for the 2022-23 
season for the performing arts, 
which he announced April 28.

In the fall, the school’s theatre 
department will present “The 
Three Musketeers” as the 
mainstage performance and 
“Cooking With Lard” as the 
Underground play. In addition, 
the fall dance concert will be 
titled “Hooray for Hollywood” 
and will feature dances from 
movies. The children’s theatre 
program will stage “How to 
Survive a Fairy Tale.”

Finally, the big reveal was the 
Upper School musical, which is 
set to be “The Hello Girls,” a fact-
based musical set during World 
War I, which chronicles the story 
of the first female soldiers in the 
U.S. Army. 

“I’m really excited for next 
year’s season,” junior Jack 
Lemon said. “The show I’m 
most excited for is ‘The Three 
Musketeers.’”

In the days leading up to the 
reveal, clues were posted on 
@kinkaidarts on Instagram, 
allowing students to make 
guesses. 

For example, the clue for “The 
Three Musketeers” was two 
swords, hinting at the swordplay 
in the show, and the clue for 
“The Hello Girls” was an array 
of telephones from the 1910s, 
hinting at the role that female 
soldiers played in the war.

By Jaisal Kalapatapu, 
editor-in-chief

make the ceremony virtual, so a live 
performance wasn’t an option. 

“I’m sad that I didn’t get to do a live 
performance, but I’m glad that we 
even got to do Tommy Tunes at all,” 
Van De Mark said. “It was a great 
experience and I have no complaints.” 

However, it wasn’t all sunshine and 
rainbows. The demanding elements of 
the show came at the most stressful 
time of the year.

“The process was time consuming 
considering it happened during the 
same weeks as Student Choreography 
Projects and One Acts.” Powers said. 

“I practiced for 6 hours a day, more 
on weekends, for those two weeks to 
do 10 rehearsals.” Van De Mark said. 

Since Van De Mark and McMullen 
got nominated as the best lead role, 
they performed a medley where they 
showcased a piece and a song from 
Carrie. They also backed up and 
performed little comedy bits in other 
people’s lead nomination shows. 
Powers, Van De Mark and McMullen 
all performed in the opening number 
of the show.  

Additionally, the process was said 
to be subjective, according to the 
director, Mr. Scott Lambert.

“It is a flawed system because there 
are so many shows and the same 
judges don’t see every show,” Mr. 
Lambert said. “It can be exceedingly 
subjective.”

Senior Ainsley Powers, as Chris, 
leads a dance number. Tristan 
Riley (12) and Powers (12) sing 
with passion while Lauren Tanner 
(12), as Mrs. Stephens, and Cacie 
Chatman (12), as Miss Gardner. 

Photos by David Shutts
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Next-Level Arts 
Take the Stage

Honors band, choir, orchestra 
students conclude the year with a 
culminating performance

Band students’ eyes swept the 
sheet of music one last time 
before their big performance 
while orchestra members eagerly 
tuned their instruments and choir 
students warmed up their vocals.

The arts honors program has 
grown to be a vital component 
of the Visual and Performing 
Arts program. Students who are 
particularly passionate about their 
art have found the opportunity to 
gain more practice and experience 
than would be offered in a typical 
class time. 

This year, the honors band, 
orchestra and choir programs 
allowed students to showcase 
their talents in recitals throughout 
May. 

Sophomore Drew Adler sang 
“Annie’s Day” by John Denver for 
his May choir concert because 
he likes how emotional and 
sentimental it is. 

To qualify for the honors 
arts program, a student must 
complete four semesters of arts 
credits in the Upper School, two of 
which must be in the art form in 
which they are seeking credit for. 

Though honors art is a beneficial 
opportunity for students who 
are passionate in visual and 
performing arts, students in the 
program must surpass the usual 
expectations for the class in order 
to earn the honors credit.

“We have to be committed to 
things outside of the normal 
choir experience,” Adler said. “I 
participate in the choir concerts 
and in-class activities to prepare 
for them, and outside of that class 
I have to take voice lessons, write 
a review of the concert I’m going 
to see and a recital where all the 
honors kids sing a song.”

Each extra assignment 
completed wins an honors 
student a set amount of points 
that go towards fulfilling the 
50-point requirement to receive 

the honors choir credit. 
Adler said the honors choir 

program requires dedication, 
commitment, and a genuine love 
of singing. 

Adler said he discovered this 
by performing every Friday at his 
elementary school during services 
and it was overall an “enrichment 
in my culture and elevated my 
passion for music.”

Like Adler, junior Miranda Li also 
found her passion for music from 
a young age. 

Having played violin since first 
grade, Li knew she wanted to be 
involved in the orchestra program 
when she came to Kinkiad her 
freshman year. 

Li has been preparing since 
Spring Break to play her solo for 
the orchestra recital, which took 
place on May 4. 

“I wanted to be more involved in 
orchestra, I like how it motivates 
me and pushes me to do things 
like the solo recital, otherwise, I 
would not have a piece prepared,” 

Drew Adler, a junior, performs his song with the choir. Photo courtesy of Scott Lambert
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Miranda Li, a junior, poses with her violin in 
the quad. Photo courtesy of Miranda Li

Just knowing that 
other people also 
care about music 
enough to do this is 
motivating to me,” 
— Watt Muir, junior

she said.
Li said the most challenging 

part of the program is the 
audition pieces you have to 
prepare to fulfill the regional and 
state audition requirement. She 
practiced all summer to perfect 
the six different pieces she would 
be expected to master. 

In addition to all of these 
requirements, Li had to perform a 
piece in front of a competition jury 
during the fall semester. 

Each juror scored her 
individually, and then Li received 
an average score that ranked her 
in the competition. 

Junior Watt Muir also 
participated in regional 
competitions to fulfill his honors 
band requirements. 

Muir has been a trombone player 
for the Kinkaid band since middle 
school.

Li plays a solo in the Christmas concert. 
Photo courtesy of Miranda Li.

Watt Muir, a junior, plays the trombone in the spring band concert. 
Photo by David Shutts

“Honors band requires more 
time and a higher level of 
dedication because you have to 
fulfill requirements like auditioning 
for Region Band to get the credit,” 
he said. 

While Muir admitted it can be a 
challenge to find time to practice 
with his busy schedule, but he 
said whenever he does get the 
chance it presents benefits.

“I enjoy using practice time as 
a chance to clear my head and 
focus,” he said. 

Initially, he hadn’t considered 
joining the program, but after a 
stellar All-Region Band audition 
his sophomore year, Muir decided 
to take advantage of the honors 
program and further commit 
himself to improving his musical 
skills. 

Muir also said he couldn’t have 
done it without the support of Mr. 

Lee, his trombone teacher, and Mr. 
Russell Vogt, the Upper School band 
director. 

He also credited his fellow 
classmates.

“Just knowing that other people also 
care about music enough to do this is 
motivating to me and it’s always fun 
to be a part of a group bigger than 
just yourself,” he said.



The boys golf team, 
consisting of junior Will 
Anderson, sophomore Ford 
Montgomery, junior Charlie 
Solé, senior Brooks Morrell, 
junior Jaivir Pande, and 
senior Locke Stanton, shot 
a combined score of 577, 
meriting them first place in 
SPC. This score beat out the 
second place team by 21 
shots. 

The golf team continues 
its SPC winning streak that 
started in 2016. 

Every year since then 
(besides 2020 because 
no tournament took place 
due to Covid), the boys 
golf team has won SPC, 
making this team the most 
dominant Kinkaid sports 
team in recent history. 

Since 2010, boys 
golf has won 10 SPC 
Championships. That 
is 10 out of the last 12 
tournaments. 

The team would likely have 
won in 2020, but did not 
play due to the tournament 

Program 
Dominance
Varsity golf shines by winning six SPC championships 
in a row and 10 of the last 12 SPC tournaments

Sports
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getting cancelled that year.
“It was a short domination 

in 2020,” Solé said. 
Junior golfer Cooper 

Buck chimed in “we took 
absolute names in the one 
tournament that we played.”

The golf team has 
been the most winning 
team in the past 15 
years, even holding more 
championships than the 
football team. 

In the 2022 tournament, 
Morrell showed his 
experience by shooting the 
team’s lowest score of 67 
on day two. The team shot 
291 on day one and 286 on 
day two. 

Pande shot a 71 and 
74, Anderson shot 75 and 
72, Solé shot 74 and 77, 
Montomgery shot 72, and 
Stanton shot 73. 

The tournament was 
played on Pecan Valley’s 
River course in Fort Worth. 
The par on this course was 
70. 

In 2022, the golf team 
Photo by Libbye Morrell

By Harrison Lawrence, Staff Writer
Design by George Kinder, Sports 

Junior Will Anderson admires a shot.
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“won all of our private 
school tournaments, but 
lost one tournament where 
we faced 6A and 5A public 
schools,” Morrell said. “In 
SPC, I ended up shooting a 
tournament personal best 
67 to cap off my high school 
career, and all the support 
after finishing that round 
made me so thankful for 
everyone on our team.”

This moment made 
Morrell reminiscent of 
his favorite golf memory: 
“Freshman year when I 
finished second in SPC and 
Egg declared me as the new 
bulldog of the team. What 
he meant by this was that I 
feared nothing and it didn’t 
matter who I was playing 
against, I’d always give it 
my all.” 

Supported by the 
performance from captains 
Morrell and Stanton, along 
with the play from the 
other athletes, the boys 
golf team brought home 
its sixth consecutive SPC 
championship.

Photos by David Shutts

Senior Brooks Morell evaluates his shot.

Junior Jaivir Pande wedges a shot.
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Lacrosse finds 
success, lessons

On April 26, the varsity 
lacrosse team competed in 
the city championship. 

This was the first time 
the team had the chance 
to compete for the 
trophy in six years and 
they boys were facing a 
worthy opponent in The 
Woodlands. 

Prior to the game, the 
team had experienced an 
incredible season.

The team finished the 
season with 12 wins and 
seven losses, winning big 
games like a 10-9 victory 
over Strake Jesuit; a double 
overtime thriller against 
Katy High School, which 
ended with a score of 14-13; 
and two big blowout wins 
against Episcopal.

The team had already 
faced The Woodlands earlier 
in the season, when the 
boys experienced a tough 
10-7 loss against a more 
disciplined team. 

“Even though we lost to 
them early on in the season 
and knew that they have not 
lost to a Houston team in 
years, I felt fully confident in 
our ability to win the game,” 
said junior midfielder Jared 
Laskin. 

The importance of the 
game was no secret; if the 
team won it would be the 
first city championship in 16 
years. 

“When it got time to play 
The Woodlands we were 
ready to battle,” said senior 
Walker Ball. 

The game started off 
rough for the Falcons. 

By halftime, Kinkaid was 
losing 7-0. In the huddle, 
head coach Michael Centra 
told the players that they 
were in the championship 
game for a reason and to 
keep fighting. 

By Elliott Crantz, assistant sports 
editor, and Ethan Jett, staff writer

Junior Watt Muir goes attacks on offense.

Photos Courtesy of David Shutts
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Designed by David Liu, staff writer



After the break, the team 
went on a monumental run, 
eventually bringing the score 
to 8-7. 

Watt Muir, a junior, led the 
offense by scoring four goals 
during the comeback, and 
the Kinkaid defense held The 
Woodlands to one goal. 

However, the Falcons were 
not able to finish the game, 
eventually losing 12-8. Even so, 
their unwillingness to give up 
is a testament to their grit and 
determination.

“A combination of adrenaline 
and confidence took over. I 
thought about how hard we had 
worked all season and I didn’t 
want to go out without a fight” 
Muir said. 

While the team lost, every 
player was able to walk off the 
field proud of the fact that he 
gave it his all. 

After time spent reviewing 
film of the game, the team 
began to prepare for the state 
championship, an even bigger 
competition. 

While the state tournament 
is not as important as the city 
tournament for lacrosse, this 
was still a difficult task. 

The team battled through the 
state tournament, making it to 
the semifinal game.

On May 7, the team competed 
against Rockwall, a team from 
the Dallas/Fort Worth area. 

The game was thrilling and 
went into double overtime, 
where Kinkaid eventually 
suffered a tough 7-6 loss to end 
their great season.  

The team was led by an 
offense of Muir and senior 
Kee Shaper at attack, senior 
Jackson Doran in the midfield, 
senior Walker Ball on defense, 
and sophomore goalie Colton 
Silverstein. 

The mastermind behind the 
entire team and their success 
was Coach Centra. 

While the season did not end 
how the team would’ve liked, 
it’s safe to say that the future is 
bright for the coming years of 
the program. 
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Junior Watt Muir attacks 
on offense.

Sophomore Alec Easterby 
and junior Gabriel Meyers 
set up for defense.

Juniors Jared Laskin and 
Watt Muir celebrate after 
a goal.

Photos by David Shutts
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