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Dear	Mr.	Podesta	and	esteemed	colleagues,	
		
Members	of	the	U.S.	fishing	and	seafood	industries	appreciate	the	opportunity	to	comment	on	
implementa9on	of	the	Infla9on	Reduc9on	Act,	a	landmark	piece	of	legisla9on	that	represents	a	
turning	point	in	America’s	commitment	to	confront	the	major	challenge	of	our	life9mes:	climate	
change.	Our	industry	forms	the	backbone	of	coastal	America,	providing	healthy	protein	to	our	
neighbors	and	the	world.	In	the	following	statement,	we	outline	key	recommenda9ons	to	
ensure	that	implementa9on	of	this	pivotal	climate	policy	is	as	fishery	friendly	as	possible.		
		
President	Biden’s	Execu9ve	Order	on	“Implementa9on	of	the	Energy	and	Infrastructure	
Provisions	of	the	Infla9on	Reduc9on	Act	of	2022”	(issued	September	12,	2022)	creates	a	new	
White	House	Office	on	Clean	Energy	Innova9on	and	Implementa9on	to	oversee	the	execu9on	
of	the	Infla9on	Reduc9on	Act	and	directs	federal	agencies	implemen9ng	the	Act	to	adhere	to	
nine	specific	priori9es:	inves9ng	public	dollars	efficiently	and	achieving	demonstrable	outcomes	
for	the	American	people;	driving	progress	towards	a	50%	reduc9on	in	greenhouse	gas	emissions	
below	2005	levels	by	2030,	a	carbon	pollu9on-free	electricity	sector	by	2035,	and	againment	of	



net-zero	emissions	by	2050;	advancing	environmental	and	climate	jus9ce;	promo9ng	
construc9on	of	clean	energy	through	community	engagement;	increasing	economic	
compe99veness	and	investment	in	cri9cal	supply	chains;	increasing	high-quality	job	
opportuni9es;	reducing	energy	costs;	accelera9ng	innova9on	and	breakthrough	technologies;	
and	effec9vely	coordina9ng	with	State,	local,	Tribal,	and	territorial	governments,	and	with	
private-sector	stakeholders	and	nongovernmental	organiza9ons.	
		
To	this	list	of	implementa/on	priori/es,	the	undersigned	members	of	the	U.S.	fishing	and	
seafood	industry	would	like	to	add	a	priority	of	our	own:	ensuring	that	the	Infla/on	Reduc/on	
Act	is	implemented	in	the	most	fishery	friendly	manner	possible,	by	preferen/ally	promo/ng	
climate-related	investments	and	ac/ons	that	avoid	nega/ve	impacts	and/or	promote	posi/ve	
benefits	to	fishery	ecosystems	and	economies.	We	solicit	the	collabora9on	of	all	federal	
agencies	tasked	with	implemen9ng	the	Infla9on	Reduc9on	Act,	as	well	as	the	Na9onal	Climate	
Task	Force,	the	Na9onal	Climate	Advisor,	and	the	newly	created	White	House	Office	on	Clean	
Energy	Innova9on	and	Implementa9on	in	working	with	the	fishing	and	seafood	industries	to	
jointly	advance	this	priority.	
		
“Fishery	friendly”	climate	solu9ons	may	be	defined	as	those	that:	

·						Reduce,	sequester,	or	avoid	greenhouse	gas	emissions;	
·						Avoid	collateral	impacts	on	the	physical,	chemical,	and	ecological	proper9es	and	
processes	of	ocean,	coastal,	estuarine,	and	watershed	environments;	
·						Avoid	interference	with	the	harvest	and	provision	of	wild	seafood;	
·						Wherever	possible,	contribute	conserva9on	co-benefits	that	enhance	the	resilience	
of	ocean,	coastal,	estuarine,	and	watershed	ecosystems;	
·						Help	the	fishing	industry	address	its	own	carbon	footprint	by	suppor9ng	transi9on	to	
low-carbon	fishing	vessels;	and	
·						Contribute	to	pumng	the	U.S.	on	track	to	reduce	its	share	of	greenhouse	gas	
emissions	to	a	level	that	will	hold	warming	well	below	2°C	while	pursuing	efforts	to	limit	
warming	to	1.5°C.	

		
Below,	we	present	a	set	of	recommenda9ons	for	enhancing	the	fishery	friendliness	of	the	
Infla9on	Reduc9on	Act’s	implementa9on.		
		
Energy.	To	ensure	that	energy	development	supported	by	the	Infla9on	Reduc9on	Act	is	as	
fishery	friendly	as	possible,	we	recommend:	

a)					Minimizing	the	scale	of	deployment	of	energy	infrastructure	in	fishery	habitats	by	
preferen9ally	encouraging	clean	energy	development	in	the	built	environment,	
brownfields,	and	working	lands;	
b)				Maximizing	deployment	of	energy	efficiency	technologies	and	demand	reduc9on	
prac9ces	in	order	to	avert	a	need	to	expand	energy	genera9on	beyond	a	level	that	is	



compa9ble	with	minimizing	impacts	of	energy	infrastructure	to	fishery	habitats	and	
ac9vi9es;	
c)					Minimizing	the	mining	and	manufacturing	of	energy	inputs	in	cri9cal	fishery	
habitats	by	suppor9ng	efficiency	in	materials	usage,	recycling	of	spent	materials,	and	
environmentally	sensi9ve	si9ng;	and	
d)				Minimizing	the	disposal	of	waste	and	debris	in	fishery	habitats	by	suppor9ng	proper	
decommissioning	of	infrastructure	components	and	storage/reuse/recycling	of	waste	
and	spent	materials.	

		
In	spite	of	these	recommenda9ons,	we	recognize	the	likelihood	that	energy	development	will	
con9nue	to	proceed	in	areas	that	are	vital	to	fishery	habitats	and	ac9vi9es.	In	fact,	the	
administra9on’s	goal	of	suppor9ng	development	of	30	gigawags	of	offshore	wind	genera9on	by	
2030	all	but	assures	that	such	impacts	will	take	place.	Therefore,	we	encourage	close	
collabora9on	with	organiza9ons	led	by	members	of	the	commercial	fishing	industry,	such	as	the	
Responsible	Offshore	Development	Alliance,	who	can	provide	guidance	regarding	the	
avoidance,	minimiza9on,	and	mi9ga9on	of	nega9ve	impacts	to	fishery	ecosystems	and	
economies	from	such	development.		
		
Carbon	removal.	To	maximize	co-benefits	resul9ng	from	land-based	carbon	removal	prac9ces,	
we	recommend	advancement	of	the	Act’s	provisions	related	to	farmlands	(e.g.,	Sec9on	21001,	
“Addi9onal	Agricultural	Conserva9on	Investments,”	and	Sec9on	21002,	“Conserva9on	Technical	
Assistance”)	and	forestry	(e.g.,	Sec9on	23002,	“Compe99ve	Grants	for	Non-Federal	Forest	
Landowners,”	and	Sec9on	23002,	“State	and	Private	Forestry	Conserva9on”),	with	considera9on	
of	the	benefits	that	such	prac9ces	provide	to	fisheries.	Soil	and	forest	conserva9on	not	only	
benefit	fisheries	by	reducing	greenhouse	gas	emissions	but	also	by	reducing	runoff	of	fer9lizers,	
pes9cides,	and	sediments,	while	improving	upstream	habitat	and	water	quality.	Due	to	these	
mul9ple	co-benefits,	such	investments	should	be	a	major	na9onal	focus,	including	but	not	
limited	to	execu9ng	provisions	of	the	Infla9on	Reduc9on	Act.		
		
Greener	fishing	fleets	and	seaports.	To	support	prac9cal,	cost-effec9ve,	and	autonomous	
emissions	reduc9ons	within	the	fishing	industry	itself,	we	recommend	leveraging	provisions	of	
the	Act	such	as	the	“green	ports”	program	(Sec9on	60102,	“Grants	to	Reduce	Air	Pollu9on	in	
Ports”)	and	the	“green	banks”	program	(Sec9on	60103,	“Greenhouse	Gas	Reduc9on	Fund”)	to	
provide	dedicated	funding	and	technical	support	for	bogom-up	planning	and	innova9on	within	
our	na9on’s	fishing	fleet.	In	so	doing,	we	highlight	several	dis9nc9ve	features	of	the	fishing	
industry	that	must	be	taken	into	account:	

a)					The	fishing	industry’s	carbon	footprint	is	already	among	the	lowest	of	all	protein	
produc9on	methods.	Coupling	emissions	reduc9ons	with	other	objec9ves	broadly	
shared	by	fishing	businesses,	such	as	cost	savings	and	performance	enhancement,	may	



make	investments	in	fuel	efficiency	and	alterna9ve	fuels	more	agrac9ve	to	par9cipants	
than	a	focus	on	emissions	reduc9ons	alone.	
b)				Availability	of	financing	for	capital	upgrades	in	fisheries	tends	to	be	scarce.	Funding	
streams	for	energy	efficiency	and	alterna9ve	fuels	can	fill	a	niche	gap	and	increase	
industry	resilience	through	upgrades	that	not	only	reduce	vessel	emissions	but	also	
achieve	cost	savings,	safety	improvements,	and	fleet	moderniza9on.	
c)					As	a	result	of	wide	varia9on	in	fishing	pagerns	and	vessel	size	and	configura9on,	
there	is	no	“one	size	fits	all”	solu9on	to	reducing	greenhouse	gas	emissions	in	the	U.S.	
fishing	fleet.	Solu9ons	must	be	as	diverse	as	the	vessels	that	make	up	our	na9on’s	fishing	
fleet.	
d)				Solu9ons	for	the	fleet	must	be	designed	and	led	by	those	who	best	understand	the	
unique	needs	of	this	sector:	fishing	vessel	owners	and	operators	themselves.		
e)				In	some	cases,	energy	efficiency	may	be	more	effec9ve	and	affordable	than	
switching	to	alterna9ve	fuels.	Both	pathways	can	contribute	to	reducing	emissions,	and	
it	is	important	to	have	many	op9ons	available	for	vessel	owners	and	operators	to	choose	
from	as	their	unique	needs	and	interests	dictate.	

		
In	conclusion,	the	Infla9on	Reduc9on	Act	will	spur	unprecedented	transforma9on	in	the	energy	
sector	and	beyond,	resul9ng	in	a	significant	reduc9on	in	greenhouse	gas	emissions	that	is	long	
overdue	and	vitally	needed	to	spare	the	na9on’s	fish	stocks	from	the	worst	effects	of	global	
climate	change.	However,	if	undertaken	without	regard	for	the	fishery	ecosystems	and	
economies,	the	Act	could	end	up	pumng	our	na9on’s	fisheries	at	greater	risk.	Fortunately,	there	
are	ways	to	reduce	greenhouse	gas	emissions	while	also	suppor9ng	fisheries,	and	these	are	the	
solu9ons	that	the	White	House	and	implemen9ng	agencies	must	priori9ze.	
		
U.S.	fishing	communi/es	and	seafood	businesses	stand	ready	to	collaborate	with	
implemen/ng	agencies	and	the	White	House	to	ensure	that	implementa/on	of	the	Infla/on	
Reduc/on	Act	sustains	the	vital	role	that	our	na/on’s	fisheries	play	in	suppor/ng	jobs,	coastal	
communi/es,	and	na/onal	food	security.	We	encourage	agencies	and	White	House	staff	to	
communicate	and	coordinate	with	the	Fishery	Friendly	Climate	Ac9on	campaign,	a	na9onal	
network	that	convenes	fishing	businesses,	fishermen,	and	seafood-related	businesses	to	
promote	fishery	friendly	climate	ac9on	at	all	levels	through	coordina9on,	informa9on	sharing,	
and	communica9ons	support.	More	informa9on	is	available	at	fisheryfriendlyclimateac9on.org.		
		
Addi9onally,	a	growing	number	of	state	and	regional	working	groups	around	the	U.S.	are	
working	to	convene	and	empower	commercial	fishing	and	seafood	businesses	to	advance	
climate-related	priori9es	of	their	members.	These	include	the	Seagle-based	Working	Group	on	
Seafood	and	Energy	and	the	Alaska	Fishing	Communi9es	Climate	Change	Work	Group.	As	
groups	like	these	expand	and	mul9ply,	they	too	can	be	a	resource	to	federal	agencies	and	the	
White	House	with	regard	to	fishery	friendly	climate	ac9on.		

http://www.fisheryfriendlyclimateaction.org/


		
We	thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	comment,	and	we	welcome	your	collabora9on.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 											Sincerely,	

Fred	Magera	
Execu9ve	Director	
Commercial	Fisheries	Center	of	Rhode	Island	
P.O.	Box	5161				
Wakefield,	RI	02880		
fredmagera@cfcri.org		
hgps://www.cfcri.org		

Angela	Sanfilippo	
Execu9ve	Director	
Massachusegs	Fishermen’s	Partnership	
2	Blackburn	Center	
Gloucester,	MA	01930	
asanfilippo@mass-fish.org		
hgps://mass-fish.org		

Linda	Behnken	
Execu9ve	Director	
Alaska	Longline	Fishermen’s	Associa9on	
P.O.	Box	1229	
Sitka,	AK	99835	
alfafish@gmail.com		
hgps://www.alfafish.org		

Glen	Spain	
NW	Regional	Director	/	Ac9ng	Execu9ve	
Director	
Pacific	Coast	Federa9on	of	Fishermen's	
Associa9ons	
P.O.	Box	11170	
Eugene,	OR		97440	
fish1ifr@aol.com		
hgps://pcffa.org		

Joel	Kawahara		
Vice	President	
Coastal	Trollers	Associa9on	
P.O.	Box	8322	
Covington,	WA	98042	
joelkaw@earthlink.net		
hgps://www.coastaltrollersassocia9on.com		

Kim	Selkoe	
Execu9ve	Director	
Commercial	Fishermen	of	Santa	Barbara	
6	Harbor	Way	#155	
Santa	Barbara,	CA	93109	
kim@cfsb.info		
hgps://www.cfsb.info	

Andrea	Tomlinson	
Execu9ve	Director	
New	England	Young	Fishermen's	Alliance	
725	Ocean	Blvd.	
Seabrook,	NH	03874	
neyoungfishermen@gmail.com		

Brad	Warren	
Senior	Advisor/Coordinator	
Working	Group	on	Seafood	and	Energy	
C/O	Na9onal	Fisheries	Conserva9on	Center	
P.O.	Box	30615	
Seagle	WA	98113	

Pete	Knutson	
Director	
Puget	Sound	Harvester’s	Associa9on	
Seagle,	WA	
peterknutson@comcast.net	
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Angela	Sanfilippo	
President	
Gloucester	Fishermen’s	Wives	Associa9on	
2	Blackburn	Center	
Gloucester,	MA	01930	
asanfilippo@gfwa.org		
hgps://gfwa.org	

Michael	Kohan	
Science	and	Policy	Director	
Sitka	Salmon	Shares	
3241	Garver	Green	Suite	160	
Madison,	WI	53704	
michael.kohan@sitkasalmonshares.com		
hgps://www.sitkasalmonshares.com		

Richard	C.	Nelson	
Commercial	Fisherman,	re9red	
17	Town	Landing	Rd.	
Friendship,	ME	04547	
fvpescadero@yahoo.com	

Todd	Wendt	
Seatech	Corpora9on	
www.seatechcorp.com		
todd@seatechcorp.com		

Edward	Barreg		
F/V	Sirius	
Marshfield,	MA	02050	
fvphoenix@gmail.com		

Scog	Coughlin	
Re9red	Fisherman	
Principal	Consultant		
Fieldwork	Communica9ons	
scog@fieldworkcommunica9ons.com		
hgps://fieldworkcommunica9ons.com		

Rex	Leach	
F/V	Ms.	Julie		
F/V	Texas	Lady	
68601	W.F.K.	Millicoma	Rd.	
Coos	Bay,	OR	97420	
rexsfishen@gmail.com		

Michael	Jackson	
F/V	Kelley	J	
Fall	Line	Fisheries	LLC	
615	12th	St.	
Bellingham,	WA	98225	
powderhino@aol.com		

Dave	Densmore	
F/V	Dreamer	
P.O.	Box	223	
Kodiak,	AK	99615		
P.O.	Box	1398	
Astoria,	OR	97103	
dhdensmore@yahoo.com		

Anne	Mosness	
Re9red	commercial	fisher	
Owner	Fishers	Choice	Wild	Salmon	
3934	Cliffside	Dr.	
Bellingham,	WA	98225	
eatwildfish@aol.com		

Hannah	Heimbuch	
Twin	Peaks	Fisheries	
222	Birch	Ave.	
Kodiak,	AK		99615	

Robert	Eder	
F/V	Timmy	Boy	
Argos,	Inc.	
P.O.	Box	721	
Newport,	OR	97365	
1roberteder@gmail.com	
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Mark	Phillips	
President	
Power	Fuel	Savers	
hgp://www.powerfuelsavers.com	
mark@powerfuelsavers.com		

Kent	Barkhau	
Managing	Director	
Woodstock	Fisheries	LLC	
837	Lincoln	St.	
Sitka	AK	99835	
sitkakent@gmail.com	

Lawrence	J.	Soriano,	Ph.D.	
President	
Western	Pioneer,	Inc.	/	Alaska	Ship	Supply	
2201	West	Commodore	Way	
Seagle,	WA	98199	
larrys@wpioneer.com		

Kim	Selkoe,	Ph.D.	
CEO	and	co-Founder	
Get	Hooked	Seafood	
4420	Via	Real		
Carpinteria,	CA	9313	
kim@gethookedseafood.com	

Melanie	Brown	
Setnet	fisherman	
Bristol	Bay	and	Juneau,	AK	
alaskamel@yahoo.com		

Sarah	Schumann	
F/V	Wild	&	Free	
23	Summit	Dr.	
Warren,	RI	02885	
schumannsarah@gmail.com		

Kevin	Scribner		
Owner	
Forever	Wild	Seafood	
84794	Neotoma	Lane	
Walla	Walla,	WA	99362	
scribfish@gmail.com	

Alexus	Kwachka	
F/V	No	Point	
Kodiak,	AK	99615	
akwachka@gmail.com	

Jim	Kendall,	Consultant	
New	Bedford	Seafood	Consul9ng	
New	Bedford,	MA	02740-1240	
nbsc@comcast.net	

Todd	Goodell	
Owner/operator	
F/V	Kingfisher	
Menemsha,	MA	
tgoodell65@gmail.com		

Susan	McHugh	
Crewmember		
F/V	Kingfisher	
Menemsha,	MA	
mchughsusan223@yahoo.com		

Eric	Jordan	
Skipper	
FV	I	Goga	/	I	Goga	Salmon	
Sitka,	AK	
ericsarahjordan@gmail.com		

Chris	Voss	
Fisherman	
Santa	Barbara	CA	
chrisjvoss@gmail.com	
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