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Global Deaf Communities 

& Disaster Risk Reduction

More than 70 million deaf people in the world; 

80% live in LICs (WFD 2019)

Deaf people overwhelmingly excluded from 
disaster information and communication in most 

countries (Cooper, et al 2021; Neuhauser, et al 2013; 
Rogl 2017; Takayama 2017; Tannenbaum-Baruchi, et 

al 2014)



Disasters & Deaf People in Việt Nam

Global ranking for exposure to disaster and extreme weather 
events: 6th highest in the world (2020)

Deaf Population: est. 1.3 million deaf or hard of hearing people (2016 
National Survey on People with Disabilities; total pop: 96.2 million)

Deaf community clubs: est. 30+ clubs in North, Central, and South 
Việt Nam

Officially recognized Deaf-led NGOs: one (PARD VN)



Deaf Women and Girls in Việt Nam: 

Key Policy Mechanisms 

2006 Law on Gender Equality (73/2006/QH11)

2010 National Law on Disability (51/2010/QH12)

2013 Natural Disaster Prevention and Control (33/2013/QH13)

ISSUE: Access to education and training in Vietnamese 

sign language limits women and girls' disaster 

preparedness and participation in decision-making



Deaf-Led Organizations & Disaster 

Communication in Việt Nam (Cooper, et al. 2021)

*Gender parity in deaf organizational leadership and participation





Gallaudet University - PARD Partnering

● 2013-15 - Collaboration in education-related capacity development projects in Việt Nam

● 2014-present - Joint research on language ideologies that interfere with deaf education 

access in Vietnamese sign languages 

● 2019 NGO status in VN requires proof of higher education degree, publications, and other 
achievements. [PARD Executive Director the only deaf personin VN with an MA degree 
(Gallaudet University, Master of Arts in Sign Language Education; partnering with Gallaudet 

faculty generated peer reviewed research publications.]

● 2021 - Collaboration on international Disaster-focused webinar “Deaf-Led Disaster Action” 

hosted by Gallaudet University and the Global Alliance for Disaster Resource Acceleration 
(GADRA)



PARD is the first deaf-led 

non profit organisation in 

Việt Nam

We are working for an 

inclusive and barrier- free

society for deaf people.

Nguyễn Trần Thủy Tiên, MA in Sign Language Education



Deaf Women & Girls Participation 

in Disaster Planning: BARRIERS

● Persisting negative attitudes about disability. Impacts: limited 
access to education, employment, interaction with government

● Even within disability circles, deaf people marginalized due to 
language differences.

● Lack of interpreters (no university-level interpreter training degree 
programs, no interpreter testing and credentialing)

● Traditional social attitudes about women and girls as primarily 
responsible for home and children



In General:

● Deaf clubs self-produce and disseminate disaster information and 

communication (via social media, group video messaging)

● Deaf clubs also mobilize resource sharing with disaster-impacted areas

Women and Girls:

● High level of voluntarism in disaster outreach, awareness raising, and 

communications

● Lead efforts to identify maternal, infant, and family food resources, 

milk/formula, and reproductive health needs

Deaf Women & Girls Participation in 

Disaster Planning: ACTIONS



Accessible information in sign language for deaf people

Sign Language News Program
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Nothing about Deaf without Deaf


